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Thursday, March 14
7:00 p.m.
First United Methodist Church
421 North Spruce
Ogallala, NE 69153
Concert is free and open to the public.
Free-will donations to help with travel
expenses are appreciated.
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Christian
Symbols

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:56

Those verses are in my heart, soul and mind a
lot. They call me to not lean on or depend on my own
understanding, but to submit to God’s will and God’s direction in my life. Boy oh boy! I am glad for that reminder. There is so much going on in the world that is hard
for me to understand. There is much going on in the
world that is beyond my control and beyond my sphere
of influence. My lack of understanding and knowledge is not confined to one issue or even one arena. It may be a political issue, a justice issue or a theological
issue that confounds my understanding from one day to the next. However, what
is it that the Lord requires of me? We are called to submit to God and to walk in
the path of the Lord.

“Chalice and Cross”
The chalice with a cross
rising from it symbolizes
Christ’s obedient
suffering, even unto
death. The cross is
called a “passion cross,”
with pointed ends that
represent suffering.
We remember that in the
garden of Gethsemane,
Jesus begged his Father
that the “cup” of
suffering be taken from
him. But ultimately, he
prayed, “Not as I will,
but as you will”
(Matthew 26:39, NIV).

What is that path? How do we submit to God? I am reminded of the time
that some persons approached Jesus and posed the question, “What is the
greatest commandment of all?” Jesus replied and said, “Love the Lord God with
all your heart, all your mind all your soul.” That is one great commandment. The
other is to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” So, as we submit to God, we are
called to love God and love one another. That does not mean we all have the
same understanding of all issues in the world or all the various arenas in this
three-ring circle of life we sometimes find ourselves in. You may have one opinion and I may have another, but we can agree to love God and love one another.
We can walk together and serve God together in so many various endeavors,
even though we may not be in agreement in all things.
Can we love one another and pray for one another during each other’s
times of sadness and pain? Can we rejoice together in the love and grace of
God that we share?
Are we able to submit to God together and walk as brothers and sisters
together in the path of Jesus the Christ? YES! I believe we are able — with
God’s help.
See me Sunday,

Pastor Chuck

T he M e s se ng e r
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Casey Robey’s name was officially added to the membership roster of Ogallala
First United Methodist Church on Sunday, February 17, 2019. Casey is pictured (far right) with his sponsors, Melinda and Lou Hoak. Welcome, Casey!
(photo by Jeff Peterson

Special Dates

Meetings This Month









Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday, March 6, 6:15 p.m.
Board of Trustees on Wednesday, March 6, 7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee on Thursday, March 7, 5:00 p.m.
Second Wednesday service
on Wednesday, March 13, supper at 5:30, worship at 6:15 p.m.
Administrative Council on
Wednesday, March 20, 7:00
p.m.
Community Lenten Services
are held on Wednesdays, beginning March 13, 12:00 noon, at
the Congregational Church. Following a brief worship service,
lunch is served with a different
church in charge each week.











World Day of Prayer, March 1,
2019
Transfiguration of Our Lord,
March 3, 2019
Ash Wednesday, March 6,
2019
First Sunday in Lent, March
10, 2019
Daylight-Saving Time begins,
March 10, 2019
Second Sunday in Lent, March
17, 2019
First day of spring, March 20,
2019
Third Sunday in Lent, March
24, 2019
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March
31, 2019

Daylight Saving
Time Begins
on Sunday,
March 10.
Set your clocks
forward one hour
on Saturday night!
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Tired of Cooking
and Eating Alone?
Mark Your Calendars
 Wednesday, March 20, is our

day to serve for the Lenten Lunch.
Call Marge Blaase if you’d like to
volunteer to help.
 UMW District Spring Confer-

ence is on Saturday, April 6, in
Imperial. The cost is $10 for registration and lunch. Let Bea know
if you plan to attend.
Bea Hatch
UMW President

United Methodist
Women December
meetings
UMW General
Thursday, March 14
12:00 noon
Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, March 28
9:00 am
(Lawler)
Circle 3
Thursday, March 21
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, March 18
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

Keith County Senior Center, a nonprofit organization, invites you to join
them for a delicious and nutritious meal
and a chance to meet new friends.
Did you know a free handi-bus ride
to and from the center is available for
anyone needing the service?
The menu for the center is printed
in the Keith County News each week or
a complete monthly menu is available in
the newsletters from the Keith County
Senior Center
and
the RSVP.
Call the Center at
(308)284-6740
to
make a reservation or
for more information.
We
appreciate
your support!

“You don’t know how to pray? Put yourself in the presence of God, and as soon as you
have said, ‘Lord, I don’t know how to pray!’ you can be sure you have already begun.”
~~St. Josemaría Escrivá
“Seek a relationship when you pray, not answers. You won’t always find answers, but
you will always find Jesus.”
~~Father Mike Schmitz
“If the lungs of prayer and the Word of God do not nourish the breath of spiritual life,
we risk suffocating in the midst of a thousand daily cares. Prayer is the breath of the
soul and of life.”
~~Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Did You Miss “The Messenger” Last Month?
Did you miss receiving the February issue of The Messenger? We
are sorry if there was an inconvenience for anyone, but health issues
kept us from getting that one issue in
the mail.
But … we’re back on track now!
And we’re asking for your help. If you
have pictures, stories or ideas for the
April issue of our newsletter, we ask
that you please submit them by Friday, March 19. It is important to observe this deadline so that the newsletter can be prepared and into the
mail by the first of April.
Submissions may be made to the

Church Office, or you may e-mail
them directly to the newsletter editor
at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

Deadline for the April
Messenger is
Friday, March 19

T he M e s se ng e r
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Plans Are Underway for Spring Fun Fest 2019
Spring Fun Fest will be here before
you know it! On Saturday, April 27,
the First United Methodist Church will
be holding a huge Garage Sale; an
amazing Bake Sale; a thriving Plant
Sale; a Country Store filled with homemade candy, jelly, honey and lots of
other goodies; as well as a Silent Auction.
We will start the morning with an
all you can eat Waffleman Breakfast
of waffles served with butter, fresh
whipped cream, and six syrups . . .
plus pork sausage links as well as coffee and juice. The Event will be held at
the Keith County Fairgrounds.
AND WE NEED YOUR HELP…….
We have reserved the building at
the Keith County Fairgrounds for April
25 and 26 for the purpose of accepting
donations for the Garage Sale. As we
do not have storage space, donations
may be dropped off at the Fairgrounds
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on Thursday
and 8:00 am to noon on Friday. We
need time to price and place all the
Garage Sale items PLEASE observe
the drop off times. Please keep in
mind that we cannot accept old television sets, old computers, any old electronic equipment, clothing, shoes, or
any used mattresses. All donations
must be in clean usable condition.
There will be sign-up sheets in
Hess Lounge if you are interested in
helping with breakfast, the garage sale,
the bake sale, or the country store.
You may contact Dennis or Teresa
Davis – they will be coordinating the
Breakfast Volunteers; Jo Teaford,
Shirlee Knispel, Dorothy Glenn, Judy
Cross, or Judi Adkins would be the
contacts for the Silent Auction; Barb
and Lyle Nootz for the Bake Sale;
Janice Cerny and Bea Hatch for the

County Store; Mona Radcliffe for the
Plant Sale; and Nancy Drake for the
Garage Sale.
Last year, profits from the Fun Fest
were used to tithe to the general
Church fund, provide additional support to Christian Education, purchase a
new deck for the Parsonage, and buy
ovens and refrigerators for the Fellowship Hall.

It’s that time again —FUNFEST!!
If you would be willing to furnish baked
items for our bake sale, please sign up
and list the items you will be bringing.
The sign-up sheets will be on tables in
Hess Lounge on Sunday mornings.
We always sell lots of pies and angel
food cakes. Muffins, cookies, breads,
brownies and bars sell well, too.
Please bring the food to the Keith
County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall by
7:30 a.m. on April 27.
Barbara Nootz (284-4370)

There will be a plant sale again this
year at Fun Fest! We accept house
plants, perennials, bulbs, seeds, yard
art, planters and flower pots. If you
have a house plant to donate and it
needs some tender loving care or repotting, please get it to one of us soon.
We have had some really neat drift
wood for sale, too. Our customers love
the perennials dug up in local yards; if
you need nursery pots, give one of us
a call. The committee is: Mona Radcliffe (284-4555); Ramona Upright (284
-4715) and Terri Henry (386-6148).
Looking forward to a fun day and a
great sale!
Mona Radcliffe

SATURDAY,
APRIL 27, 2019
KEITH COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS
SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE!
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An Activity Page for Younger People

Spring begins on
March 20, 2019

A Bible Quiz
In John 9, Jesus’ disciples ask whether a certain
man or his parents sinned, causing his disability.
Jesus says, Neither…[It was] so that God’s works
might be revealed in him.” What was this man’s
disability?
A. Deafness
B. Lameness
C. Blindness
D. Epilepsy
Answer: C (See John 9:1-7.)

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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SonShine Singers
will sing in the
worship service on
Sunday, March 10.
Practice at 8:20 A.M.
(Don’t forget to set your clocks
forward on Saturday night!)

The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust and to dust you
shall return” might seem depressing. But in our often death-denying culture, some might
find it refreshing to hear the frank statement that we can do nothing to save ourselves,
physically or spiritually — that, no matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t untangle ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then, to know we don’t have to! God loves us as
we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s power over us.
A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the middle of a long
piece of ribbon, such that when you lift it high, the two ends — one symbolizing our baptism
and the other, our funeral — meet and touch. We come from dust and will return to dust,
but we also come from God and will return to God. Ash Wednesday reminds us that we’re
always safe in God’s love.

Application Forms

Personal Notes

Two application forms are included in this month’s newsletter. One is
for Ogallala FUMC’s academic scholarships, and the other is for church
camp scholarships. Application forms
must be completed and submitted by
stated deadlines in order for a student
to be considered for either of the
scholarships.

Roger and I would like to thank
our Church family for all of the prayers, visits, cards, meals, and flowers
I received while I was in the hospital
and since I have returned home.

The deadline for academic scholarships is March 29, 2019. One form
may be submitted to apply for all
three scholarships.
The deadline to apply for camping
scholarships is May 3, 2019.
If you need more information
about the scholarships or need additional forms, please contact the
Church Office.

God Bless each of you.
Shirley Rankin

Thanks ever so much for your
calls, notes, visits and prayers of
support during my recent illness and
hospital stay. It all makes the challenge so much more bearable and
the recovery so much sweeter!
Karen Nenstiel

To search our souls, to
meditate,
will not suffice for Lent.
To share the cross, to
sacrifice;
these are the things God
meant.
~~Jane McKay Lanning
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Salvation Army Bell Ringers 2018

Dear FUMC family,
I hope you will join me on
March 11 to welcome two
Orkeeswa School graduates to Ogallala! Sioni and
Memusi will be staying with
my family during their
spring break and I would
love for you to meet them.
P.E.O. Chapter CL will be
hosting a screening of the
short film, BLACK HEAD
COW, which Sioni helped
to write and produce, and
Memusi will share her story
from a live Moth event in
Nairobi. Both of these
young women are incredible advocates for girls in
their communities in Tanzania, and serve as great examples of the power of education. Please join us on
March 11 at the First Congregational Church, and
contact me if you have any
questions!
Warmly,
Lisa Heinert

Join us for a screening of the short film, BLACK HEAD COW, and meet two Orkeeswa School
graduates who serve as advocates for young girls in their rural Maasai community in Tanzania
through storytelling and filmmaking.
Monday, March 11 @6:30 PM
First Congregational Church 302 N. Spruce Street, Ogallala NE
Hosted by PEO Chapter CL
Questions or for more information, contact:
Lisa Heinert@308.235.5219 or lisa@ieftz.org

Sioni, Orkeeswa Graduate '17, BLACK HEAD COW Film Writer and Script Supervisor
Sioni graduated from Orkeeswa School in 2017. She was an active leader on campus and the
recipient of top awards in academics and citizenship. She participated in film workshops and
played on the Varsity Basketball team. She discovered her passion for community service and
championing the rights of girls and women. After graduating, Sioni completed a Post-Graduate
year at Brewster Academy in the USA and was awarded a full scholarship to study at Franklin
& Marshall College, where she is currently a Freshman. In 2018 she spoke on a panel at the
UN Commission on the Status of Women to represent rural women and girls in a discussion
about forced early marriage.
“My community usually discourages girls from pursuing an education. Girls attending school is
thought to be a waste of time and money because girls will eventually marry and follow their
husbands to another community. Despite this culture, my parents and Orkeeswa School encouraged me to pursue my education because they believed in the education of girls and they
knew that I could do it.“
~~Sioni, Orkeeswa Graduate
Memusi, Orkeeswa Graduate '18, Moth Storytelling Event presenter
Memusi is a 2018 graduate of Orkeeswa School. During her time as a student, Memusi was a
peer counselor and the Student Body Vice President. In 2016, Memusi traveled to the USA for
an immersive Summer English Institute program, where she was awarded “Best Ambassador”
of her home country out of 144 students. That same year, she wrote a personal narrative
about escaping early marriage in order to continue her education, and was selected out of 600
applicants to tell her story at The Moth Storytelling Conference in Nairobi. This year, Memusi
returned to the USA for a Post-Graduate year at Brewster Academy in New Hampshire.
“I know that I made my community proud by graduating secondary school. If you look at
my village, not many girls make it that far in their education. So I know that my family and
my whole community is proud of me and believes that I can succeed. When I look ahead to
my future, I see myself giving back to my community by working at a hospital in my village.”
~~Memusi, Orkeeswa Graduate

Th
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First Sunday in
Lent

Mar. 3

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Cena Graves
Ryan & Mary Dickinson
Hayden Erwin, Sawyer Smith
Carmen Troxel
Group 2: Burrell Albee, Terry Johnson, Jerry
Speck, Richard Johnson, Lou Hoak, Mike Henry
Judy Cross, Buck & Judy Markussen
Jerry & Ginny Steinke
Hayden Shaw, Tylie Walker
Bea Hatch
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon
York, Wendell & Ramona Upright

Mar. 17 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Ken Hagge
Dwight & Bea Hatch
Tai Le, Amaris Cobaugh
Jonnie Peterson
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer

Mar. 24 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken & Edna Meyer, Larry & Doris Keller
Rhoades Family
Tayven Lumpkin, Ella Dam
Ginny Steinke
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

Mar. 31 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba

Apr. 7

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Rose & Ryan Holechek, Liz Meyer
John Van Borkum, Ethan Dickinson
Penny Benda
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice
Cerny, Herb & Karen Knudsen,

Daylight Saving
Time Begins

Mar. 10 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ryder Rezac, Rock Rezac
Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service
opportunities listed above, please contact the church office.

The Messenger

NON-PROFIT ORG.

First United Methodist Church
421 North Spruce

P.O. Box 916

Ogallala, Nebraska

69153

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
OGALLALA, NEBRASKA
Permit No. 74

Return Service Requested

Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
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Renee:

Pastor Chuck:

ogallalaumc@gmail.com
Church Office:

E-mail addresses

Parsonage: (308)284-0137

69153
Ogallala, NE

What’s Your Theme?
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

Disgusted by a tasteless dish, Winston
Churchill once summoned a waiter, saying, “Take this pudding away. It has no
theme!”
Any good dish, book, movie or sermon
needs a good theme. So does a good life!
That’s why a personal motto or mission
statement is helpful. William Carey’s was
“Expect great things from God; attempt
great things for God.” Joan of Arc’s was “God must be
served first.” And St. Paul’s was “to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians
2:2, ESV).
Pastor Curtis Nigh says, “If the heart does not have a noble or goodly theme, then it develops an anti-theme.” What
noble theme can you live by as you live for Christ?

