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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

his love endures forever. 

Psalm 118:29 

 

There are many things that are temporary or 

have a limited life expectancy.  We see this at the 

church building; we see this with our homes, our ap-

pliances and our clothes.  At church, we often need 

to repair or replace items.  For example, we regular-

ly need to replace light bulbs.  We regularly need to replace the paper tow-

els on the rolls in the kitchen and restrooms.  The stoves and refrigerators 

in the kitchen are 14 years old and are being replaced.  On a personal 

note, we have persons who have body parts that are replaced.  You do not 

need to look far and wide to find someone who has had a knee or a hip 

replaced.  There are so many things around us that are temporary.    

In a world that is filled with uncertainty, in a world that is filled with 

things that are temporary, comes this scripture from Psalms 118:29 that 

reminds us that God’s love for us is never ending.  God’s power and glory 

is without end.  God’s presence in the world is never ending.  God’s love 

endures forever.  

The next time you need to replace a light bulb that has burned out 

or have to replace a pair of shoes that have worn out, remember that 

God’s love for us endures forever.  His love for us will never burn out or 

wear out.  

Let us truly give thanks to the Lord for his love for us that endures 

forever.  

See me Sunday, 

 

 

Pastor Chuck   
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“Seven-Branched 

Candlestick” 

The seven-branched 

candlestick 

represents the Holy 

Spirit and its seven 

gifts in the listing 

from Isaiah 11:2-3: 

wisdom, 

understanding, 

counsel, might, 

knowledge, fear of the 

Lord, and delight in 

the Lord. (By contrast, 

the Hanukkah 

menorah is a nine-

branched 

candelabrum lit 

during the eight-day 

Jewish holiday.) 

Christian 

Symbols 



 

 

Did you know that both stoves 

and both refrigerators in the church 

kitchen are being replaced?  This is 

our FunFest in action.  The stoves 

and refrigerators are all fourteen 

years old and are not functioning 

well.  FunFest proceeds are being 

used to pay for the new appliances.  

Hopefully, the new appliances are 

installed by the time you read this 

newsletter.    

Did you know that the Board of 

Trustees have contracted someone, 

(and will pay them)  to do extensive 

work on the church? The trim along 

the top of the church is being 

prepped and painted. The area 

above the double door entrance on 

the West side of the building is be-

ing prepped and painted and the 

door on the South side of the build-

ing is being prepped and painted 

also.  

The cement entrance by the 

North side door of the building has 

been sandblasted to remove the old 

caulk and debris and is being 

caulked to fill in the age cracks.    

The twenty-eight wood framed 

windows around the outside of the 

church are having the old decayed 

caulk removed.  New caulk is being 

applied. These windows are then 

being prepped, primed and painted.  

The twenty metal framed win-

dows around the church building are 
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 Board of Trustees on Wednes-
day,  August 1, 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance Committee on Thurs-
day, August 2, 5:00 p.m. 

 Administrative Council on 
Wednesday, August 15, 7:00 
p.m. 

Meetings This Month 

I’d rather see a 
sermon 

than hear one any 
day:  

I’d rather one would 
walk with me  

than merely tell the 
way.  

 
The eye’s a better 

pupil,  
and more willing than 

the ear.  
Fine council is 

confusing,  
but example’s always 

clear. 

~~Edgar A Guest 

 

having the old caulk removed and 

replaced as needed, also.  

The cement window sills around 

the building have had metal anchors 

installed, which now firmly attaches 

them to the building, as needed. 

These window sills, which have be-

come loose with age, are now se-

cure and will not fall to the ground.  

All this work to the windows is 

long overdue and greatly needed.  

The Board of Trustees have also 

purchased new security cameras to 

be installed by the entrances and 

these should be in place soon.  

We have a wonderful and beau-

tiful church building in which to gath-

er, worship and fellowship.  It takes 

money, work and oversight to keep 

our building safe and well cared for.  

Pastor Chuck  

“To handle yourself, use your head; 

to handle others, use your heart.” 

~~Eleanor Roosevelt  

“If you can find a path with no obsta-

cles, it probably doesn’t lead any-

where.”  
~~Frank A. Clark  

“I can accept failure. Everyone fails 

at something. But I can't accept not 

trying.”  
~~Michael Jordan 



 

 

mote the Legacy Fund, a forward-

looking, permanently invested endow-

ment to help future members of United 

Methodist Women be in mission.  The 

Ogallala United Methodist Women con-

tributed to this fund.  The Legacy Fund 

will make it possible to keep mission 

projects going throughout the world for 

at least another 150 years.  

The July/August issue of response 

magazine has a picture of this quilt and 

two Nebraska UMW members.  The 

quilt will be on display at Conference 

meetings. 

Mona Radcliffe 

UMW President 
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When United Methodist Women 

members in the Great Plains Confer-

ence decided they wanted to commem-

orate the 150th anniversary of United 

Methodist Women in 2019, they decid-

ed to put the crafting  skills of women in 

Kansas and Nebraska to work making a 

quilt.  This is no ordinary quilt. 

Built into each stitch is a love for 

God, a desire to commemorate the 

work of the past and a legacy of mis-

sion that provides hope for the future-all 

contained within the imagery from pre-

decessor organizations as well as 17 

Great Plains Conference districts. 

The heirloom is officially known as 

the Legacy Quilt.  The goal is to pro-

 

 

United Methodist Women members Marilyn Zehring of Columbus, Nebraska, and Louise Nie-

mann of David City, Nebraska, display the recently completed Legacy Fund quilt, which includes 

images provided by quilters in all 17 districts of the Great Plains Conference. 

(photo courtesy of response magazine) 
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Confirmation Class — 2018-2019 School Year 

Confirmation Class for the 2018-

2019 school year will be starting 

soon.  Our first meeting will 

be Sunday, August 19, after 

worship.  If you are a young 

person in grade 8 or above, 

you are invited to participate 

in Confirmation.  A parent is 

expected to attend each confirma-

tion class with the young confirm-

and.  

After our initial meeting on Sun-

day, August 19 (after worship), we 

will then meet the first 

Wednesday of each 

month, starting in Octo-

ber. This first Confirma-

tion Class is very im-

portant, so please plan to 

be present on Sunday, August 19, 

after worship. If you have questions, 

please call the church office at 284-

8455.   

Thank you for the deck that was 

recently added to the parsonage! 

We love it.  It is a great addition to 

the property and adds value to the 

house. 

Thank you to the Board of Trus-

tees for having and approving the 

idea.  Thank you to the FunFest 

Committee for the funding to make it 

possible.  Thank you to Allen Cerny, 

Jason Cerny, Wendell Upright and 

Roger Adkins for doing the work. 

Allen gets a special extra thanks for 

serving as team leader for the pro-

ject.  

Thank you for this lovely and 

enjoyable addition to your house 

and our home.  

Thank You, 

Pastor Chuck and Roberta Rager   

Thank you United Methodist 

Women for the Special Recognition 

Award.   

The UMW is an important part of 

this church, and to receive this pin 

from you is truly an honor.   

Chris Snyder 

Amy and Kelvin Hayford are the 

parents of a baby girl, Brighton An-

neliese, born on June 5.  She joins 

an older sister, Kinsley.  Her grand-

mothers are Gail Hayford of Ogal-

lala and Kay Coker of Waco, Texas. 
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Answer:  C (See Numbers 17:1-11, specifically vs. 8.) 

A Bible Quiz 

A. Moses 

B. Zechariah 

C. Aaron 

D. Nathan 

An Activity Page for Younger People 

Who had a staff sprout, bud, blossom and produce almonds, 

indicating that God had chosen him for a special reason? 
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Great Plains Annual Conference 2018 

Great Plains Annual Conference 

was held in Wichita, Kansas, June 

13 to 16, 2018. 

Highlights from Conference in-

clude the presentation by Hollie Ta-

pley, Conference Disaster Re-

sponse Coordinator. 

The Disaster Response Team 

has been credited with giving out-

standing support to communities 

within our Conference who have 

suffered natural disasters.  One 

quote which refers to the Great 

Plains Team is, “When there is a 

disaster in a community that is part 

of our Conference, the Great Plains 

Disaster Response Team is the first 

to arrive and the last to leave.” 

In the unfortunate town of Eure-

ka, Kansas, which was hit by two 

severe tornadoes, the locals quickly 

learned, “If you need aid, go to one 

of the Methodists in the green 

shirts.” 

Hollie has been invited to our 

church to share more details of the 

Disaster Response Ministry.  Hope-

fully, she will find time to include a 

trip to Ogallala in her busy sched-

ule. 

Camps continue to be vital com-

ponents of Great Plains ministries.  

Camp Norwesca enrolled approxi-

mately the same number of camp-

ers this year as in 2017.  There is 

always room for more campers, so 

do encourage anyone you know 

who may be interested in registering 

for church camp.   

One exciting announcement 

made at Conference is that Mission 

Share fulfillment has increased 

throughout the Conference.  The 

Great West District achieved the 

second highest average in fulfilling 

Mission Shares.  Thank you to all 

those members and attendees of 

Ogallala United Methodist Church 

who helped fulfill 100% of our  mis-

sion obligations again this year! 

There was discussion led by 

Bishop Saenz about The Way For-

ward in regard to The United Meth-

odist Church position on human 

sexuality.  Bishop Saenz plans to 

visit our church in September to dis-

cuss this subject and answer any 

questions members of our congre-

gation may have. 

In keeping with tradition, the 

Conference speakers and musi-

cians provided inspiring, spirit-filled 

leadership for our daily sessions. 

 

Jonnie Peterson 

Lay  

Representative 

to Annual  

Conference 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJxbO6pLjcAhUm2oMKHS3FBd4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greatplainsumc.org%2Ffastfacts&psig=AOvVaw1m01o8brKeS215Bk4BsJac&ust=1532540327059959
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With harvest underway or imminent, fields of ripe grain, tall cornstalks and soy-

beans turning brown recall Jesus’ words to the disciples:  “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38, ESV).  

Nowadays farmers use fewer laborers and bigger machines than in decades past. 

But what about harvests of faith?  Leading people to know God’s love can’t be done 

“mechanically.”  Studies show that newspaper ads or door-hangers left anonymously 

are less effective at bringing people to church than a warm personal invite.  

Right after urging his disciples to pray for harvest workers — in a classic instance 

of “You might be God’s answer to your own prayer!” — Jesus sends them out as those 

very laborers!  How will they work the harvest?  Not by guilting people into faith.  Not 

by pronouncing judgment or biblical law.  But by using Jesus’ authority to counter evil, 

illness and brokenness among those they befriend.  

Ponder and pray about where Jesus is sending you as his laborer to cultivate and 

reap Christian faith and assurance of God’s love. 

Submissions for the September issue of The Mes-

senger need to be in the editor’s hands no later 

than Monday, August 20.  Bring items to the 

Church Office, or you may e-mail them directly to 

the newsletter editor at: 

ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com. 

This is an excellent way to share joys and concerns or news about upcom-

ing or recently completed activities in the church family.  Pictures are definitely 

welcomed! 

 Thanks so much for your help! 

Harvest Time! 

World-renowned cosmologist Ste-

phen Hawking (1942-2018) stated: 

“Remember to look up at the stars and 

not down at your feet.  Try to make 

sense of what you see 

and wonder about what 

makes the universe exist. 

Be curious.”  His senti-

ment is especially fitting 

for August, when many 

people try to count the 

falling stars of the Perseid 

meteor shower. 

As a self-proclaimed 

atheist, Hawking relied on science to 

answer “what makes the universe ex-

ist.”  Yet many Christians believe that, 

while science shows how things happen 

or were created, our faith tells who 

made them so. 

Deuteronomy 4:19 (NIV) declares: 

“And when you look up to the sky and 

see ... the heavenly array ... 

do not be enticed into bowing 

down to them and worshiping 

things the LORD your God 

has apportioned to all the 

nations under heaven.”     

  

 We can be grateful for the 

work of scientists and the 

wonders their study reveals, 

but instead of “bowing down” to nature, 

we worship its Creator and Ruler — the 

Lord of heaven and earth.  

Looking Up 



 

 

 
Aug. 5 Greeters Ken & Edna Meyer, Cena Graves 
 Fellowship Larry & Karen Nenstiel 
 Acolytes Amaris Cobaugh, Jasmine Biel 
 Children’s Moment Carmen Troxel 
 Ushers Group 2:  Steve Shull, Burrell Albee, Terry  
  Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson, Lou Hoak 
 
Aug. 12 Greeters Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba 
 Fellowship Marge Blaase, Norma Schrack 
 Acolytes Ella Dam, Jarrett Bassett 
 Children’s Moment Pastor Chuck Rager 
 Ushers Group 3:  Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon 
  York, Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright 
 
Aug. 19 Greeters Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn 
 Fellowship  
 Acolytes Ethan Dickinson, Andrea Bassett 
 Children’s Moment Jonnie Peterson 
 Ushers Group 4:  Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,  
  Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer 
   
Aug. 26 Greeters Buck & Judy Markussen, Roger & Judi Adkins 
 Fellowship  
 Acolytes Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades 
 Children’s Moment Ginny Steinke 
 Ushers Group 5:  Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,  
  Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney 
   
 
Sept.2 Greeters Barbara Draucker, Dennis & Teresa Davis 
 Fellowship  
 Acolytes Sawyer Smith, Abigayle Bassett 
 Children’s Moment Penny Benda 
 Ushers Group 6:  Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz, 
  Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner  

 
Sept. 9 Greeters Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Brian & Claudia Stevenson 
 Fellowship SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 
 Acolytes Tylie Walker, Kallie Eisenzimmer 
 Children’s Moment  
 Ushers Group 7:  Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny, 
  Herb & Karen Knudsen 

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities  
listed above,  please contact the church office.   
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Our Vision:  “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ” 

Our Mission:  “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church” 
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