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On Sunday, May 20, 2018, four young people were confirmed into the membership
of Ogallala First United Methodist Church. Pictured above with Pastor Chuck Rager are: (left to right) Grace VanBorkum, Emma Dickenson, Derek Sexson, and Ayden Halligan. Welcome and congratulations to all!
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Christian
Symbols

Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are
his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Psalm 100:3
The verse from Psalm 100 is a very powerful piece of scripture in
many ways. First, the Bible reminds us that the Lord is God. We are not
God. Our material things are not God. Our desires are not God. The
Lord is God. Sometimes we need to reflect on that line and remind ourselves of the truth that is contained in that scripture.
It is God who made us. We are created in the image of God who
made us. Without God, we would not exist.

“Serpent”
A serpent coiled around
a fruit-bearing tree
symbolizes humanity’s
first sin, when Adam
and Eve, at the
serpent’s tempting,
disobeyed God by
eating fruit from the
Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil. The
Genesis 3 account is
often referred to as
“The Fall,” and though it
doesn’t say so, the
serpent is commonly
understood as Satan.

We are his. God not only created us, but God claims us. He calls
us his own. We are children of God.
We are his people. We do not exist in a vacuum. We are a part of
a community of believers and children of God. Each of us, as God’s children, live in community and are to treat one another as fellow children of
God. It’s not all about us as a singular person; it is about us as a people of
God.
We are the sheep of his pasture. God cares for us. God offers to
be with us. God offers us love, care and guidance.
Know that the Lord is God. That one small word is so key. Know.
Acknowledge, confess, identify, claim and profess that God is Lord and
supreme above us and all matter of things. Listen to God speak to your
heart, your mind and your soul. Know that the Lord is God.
God loves you. You are a child of God.
See me Sunday,

Pastor Chuck

T he M e s se ng e r
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Did you know that we are in the
midst of some building changes and
upgrades? One of the upgrades is
new doors. We have new double
doors on the West side of the building and a new door on the North
side of the building. We have a new
door on what we commonly call the
bell choir room as well. The doors
have crash bars and new locks. If
you need a key to the building you
can stop in the office, receive a
short training on how to lock and
unlock the doors and sign out a new
key.

A Flash of Perspective
If summer storms make you or a
loved one nervous, the perspective
one mom offered her young son
might help.
Though
lightning
can
be
harmful, God created it for good:
The powerful electricity converts
unusable nitrogen to nitrate, which
plants need for growth and human
bodies use to produce proteins.
The boy was still uncertain, so
Mom continued. “Did you know
there’s lightning in heaven?” (See
the description of John’s vision in
Revelation 4:5.)

“And nothing in heaven can
hurt,” said the boy, catching on.
Mom added, “Plus, lightning
reminds me that Jesus is coming.
Matthew (24:27, NIV) says, ‘As
lightning that comes from the east is
visible even in the west, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man.’”
This summer, as lightning
brightens the sky, reassure yourself
— or a child — of lightning’s
purpose and wonder.
~~Based on “I’m Afraid of Thunder
and Lightning,”
Family Time Story Devotions

Special Days This Month
 Vacation Bible School Sunday,
June 3, 2018

 Flag Day, June 14, 2018
 Father’s Day, June 17, 2018
 United Methodist Women
Sunday, June 17, 2018

 First day of summer, June 21,
2018

Meetings This Month


Board of Trustees on Wednesday, June 6, 7:00 p.m.
 Finance Committee on Thursday, June 7, 5:00 p.m.
 Great Plains Annual Conference, June 12-16
 Administrative
Council on
Wednesday, June 20, 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY. JUNE 17,
2018
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June 17, 2018
Join us to honor the
women of the church
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Renae Parra of
variety of education
St. Luke’s United
and spiritual growth
Methodist Church in
classes, and has repHighlands, CO will be
resented the congrethe speaker at United
gation at District and
Methodist Women’s
Annual
Conference
Sunday on June
events.
17. She has recently
Renae is the daughter
been on a mission
of Gerold and Mona
trip to Kenya and a
Radcliffe of Ogallala
mission trip to HonNE.
duras.
Renae has been
In addition, as part of
Renae Parra
a member of St.
the UMW Sunday serFeatured Speaker
Luke's for over ten
vice, three deserving
years. In those ten years, she
persons will receive Special Mishas served that faith community
sions Recognition pins, and the
as a member of the hospitality
Dedicated Light recipient will alteams, the Equipping Ministry
so be announced. Please come
team, the Staff Parish Relations
for this special service June 17.
team, the Lay Leader team, and
Mona Radcliffe
the Center for Spiritual EngageUMW President
ment. She has led and co-led a

Thank You . . . .
. . . to the following persons who worked and/or
furnished food for the Barbara Armstrong funeral
luncheon on May 5, 2018:
Mona Radcliffe
Gwen Johnson
Judi Adkins
Karen Knudsen
Lisa Heinert
Jean Slagle
Bertie Siders

Shirley Rankin
Robbie Kupper
Bonnie Taylor
Barb Barent
Dixie Bassett
Shirley Parks
Ruth Hermance
Evelyn Lovercheck

Marge Blaase
Sharen Terry
Sharon Samp
Jennifer Tophoj
Irene Harmonson
Phyllis Reed
Pam McBride
Sherri Walker

Mary Whittemore
Roberta Dunkel
Mary Lumpkin
Rose Holechek
Darlene Peterson
Janet Steinwart
Arlene Dahlgren

T he M e s se ng e r
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The family of Barbara
Armstrong would like to express their deepest appreciation for the many acts of
kindness,

thoughts

and

Barbara Armstrong,
who passed away on
May 2, 2018.

prayers.
Thanks to Reverend Rager for his kind words and
continued support, to Karon
Holscher for the beautiful
music, and to the ladies
who provided the delicious
meal.

God has cast our confessed sins
into the depths of the sea, and he’s
even put a “No Fishing” sign over
the spot.
~~D.L. Moody

Yippee! Spring FunFest 2018 Was Great!
Fun Fest experienced another
successful year as a result of all of
the amazing support we received
from our Church Community. We
want to say . . .

a really big thank you
to all of the volunteers from the setup crews, clean-up crews, servers,
cashiers,
contributors,
buyers,
sellers, counters, and many other

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 20
Since your newsletter editor is no
longer in the church office every day,
it has become more difficult for her to
be aware of all the hustle and bustle
happening in the church family.

volunteers that made this event successful.
At this point, it appears that Fun
Fest will have made a profit of just
over $14,000 and is planning to
tithe, relook at the stoves and refrigerators in the Fellowship Hall, a
deck at the Parsonage, funding for
Christian Education and other projects if funding is available. Thank
you to all of you to for making this
possible.
Sooooo… we need your help in sharing and spreading the latest news.
If you have ideas, pictures or articles to submit for the July, 2018, issue
of The Messenger, please have them
turned in no later than Wednesday,
June 20. Please respect this deadline
so that the newsletter can be prepared
and distributed in a timely manner.
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may e-mail them
directly to the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

You're a grand old
flag,
You're a high flying
flag
And forever in peace
may you wave.
You're the emblem of
the land I love.
The home of the free
and the brave.
Ev'ry heart beats true
'neath the Red,
White and Blue,
Where there's never a
boast or brag.
Should auld
acquaintance be
forgot,
Keep your eye on the
grand old flag.
~~George M. Cohan
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
What word can be placed in all four blanks
to complete this Bible passage?
“But just as he who called you is _____, so
be ______ in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be
______, because I am ______.’”

A.
B.
C.
D.

righteous
holy
loving
merciful
Answer: B (See 1 Peter 1:15-16, NIV)

Heavenly Father, we
come as your children
to praise you for
putting us into
families. Thank you
for the love and
nourishment we’ve
received — and been
blessed to give. We
confess our need for
your daily forgiveness
and guidance in our
families. Please grant
harmony in our homes
and help us always
show respect and love
for one another. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Th e Me s s e n g e r

Sunday School teachers and Youth leaders for the 2017-18 school year
were honored on Sunday, May 6. Pictured above are: Dixie Neilsen, Liz Meyer, Collette VanBorkum, Ryan Holechek, Gigi Berol, Jeff Peterson, Roberta
Rager and Pastor Chuck Rager. Teachers who were not present for the service include: Jennice Samuelson, Chris McKnight, Jeff Meyer, and Penny
Benda.
Pastor Rager also presented a gift to Renee Meyer, Christian Education Director, to thank her for all she does to “keep it all together” in the midst
of chaos!
Our heartfelt thanks to Renee and all the teachers who share their
knowledge and faith with all of us in the Church Family!
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Connecting the Dots
Commencement speeches and greeting cards are full of advice
for graduates, yet good intentions and careful plans can’t guarantee a
perfect life — whatever that might mean.
“You can’t connect the dots looking forward,” said Steve Jobs.
“You can only connect them looking backwards. So you have to trust
that the dots will somehow connect in your future. You have to trust in
something — your gut, destiny, life ...”
As Christians, we can do more than that: We can trust in God.
Yes, he may speak to us through a “gut” feeling, and our eternal
“destiny” is assured. And we know that life, not death, will win out. But
recent grads — and all of us — need not just sit and wait to see how the
dots of our lives will someday connect. God has shown us through
Scripture, the church and, above all, Jesus that the dots connect this
way: from God’s heart, to Jesus’ sacrifice for us, to our entry into relationship with God, to our heart and finally to our own loving outreach to
others.
Whatever shape your education, work and family take through
the years, “commence” with this: God has drawn your life to connect
with him and your neighbors. If you follow those Spirit-etched lines,
you’ll be fine.
~~Heidi Mann

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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VBS Sunday

June 3

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Buck & Judy Markussen, Herb & Karen Knudsen
Larry & Doris Keller, Larry & Shirley Schlem
Ethan Dickinson, Jarrett Bassett
VBS Activities
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John &
Sharon York, Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell &
Ramona Upright
Barbara Draucker, Dennis & Teresa Davis
Staff Pastor/Parish Relations Committee
Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades
Penny Benda
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer

June 17 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Barbara Barent, Evelyn Lovercheck, Arlene Dahlgrin, Jean Slagle
UMW Circle 1
Andrea Bassett, Zaden Peterson
UMW Sunday
Carmen Troxel
Renae Parra, Speaker
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

June 24 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Brian & Claudia Stevenson
Richard & Connie Johnson

July 1

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cena Graves, Ted & Jean Slagle

Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Judy Cross, L.D. & Sherri Walker
Buck & Judy Markussen

Father’s
Day

June 10 Greeters
Fellowship
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

July 8

Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

Bea Hatch
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey Emily Mack

Jonnie Peterson
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon
If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities
listed above, please contact the church office.
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