First United Methodist Church

The Messenger
Ogallala, Nebraska 69153

www.methodistchurchogallala.com

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“What Do I Have, Lord?”

Ministry Team

What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a servant?
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Eyes, he said,
to see the beauty in all that I’ve made —
and my children as they travel life’s highway.
Hands, he said,
to reach out and touch hurting souls,
to give a hug or encouraging pat on the back.
Feet, he said,
to lead my children through this world of strife
and to help them run from sin and follow me.

Newsletter Editor
Karen Nenstiel
District Superintendent
Cindy Karges

Mouth, he said,
to lift up your voice and sing praises to me
so others may hear the joy in your heart.

Bishop of Great Plains
Conference
Ruben Saenz, Jr.
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Ears, he said,
to listen to my still, small voice of love
and to hear my children when they cry for help.
Heart, he said,
so you may know the full love of my Spirit
and love my children as I have loved you.
~~Thomas Butler
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Christian
Symbols

They’re coming to Ogallala!
A celebrity couple from Hollywood, California, are coming
to Ogallala for our Family Fun Night on February 11th at 6:00
P.M.
It will be a great time for folks of all ages! We are hosting

“The Battle of the Sexes.”
A team of five men will battle against a team of five women in a tremendous battle of wit and wisdom. There will be
“ LARK”
Birds became
questions on a variety of general information topics, and points
prominent in Christian
will be awarded for correct answers. It will be great fun!
art during the Medieval
The Missions Committee will be serving root beer floats.
and Renaissance eras.
Door prizes will be given. Laughs will be shared.
The lark came to
symbolize the humility
Mark your calendar for Sunday night, February 11th at
of the priesthood
6:00 P.M., and be downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for a rootin’because it flies high and
tootin’ good time.
sings only when flying
See you there AND see you Sunday morning in church.
upward.

Pastor Chuck

T he M e s se ng e r
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categorized as those that you
‘”commit to” during your lifetime,
and these planned gifts eventually
benefit the charitable organization
(such as the church) following your
lifetime.
Sometimes people wish to make
an endowed gift or planned gift to
an organization (such as the
church) while still living. There are
a number of occasions/reasons for
persons to do this as well.

Did you know that you can make
a planned gift — an endowed gift —
to Ogallala United Methodist
Church? Planned gifts are often

If you would like more information about making a planned gift/
endowed gift to the church; please
feel free to visit with me.
Rev. Chuck Rager

A Heavenly Focus
“Why are not our hearts continually
set on heaven?” asks 17th-century
pastor and author Richard Baxter. Focusing on heaven stirs our faith,
guards against temptation, eases suffering and makes us an encouragement to others, Baxter says. He urges:
“Bend thy soul to study eternity, busy
thyself about the life to come … and let
not those thoughts be seldom and cursory, but bathe thyself in heaven’s delights.”

“Though our
feelings come and
go, God’s love for
us does not.”
~~C.S. Lewis

Meetings This Month


Board of Trustees on Wednesday, February 7, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, February 8, 5:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, February 21, 7:00
p.m.

Special Days This Month


African-American History Month



Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 11, 2018



Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018



Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2018



First Sunday in Lent, February 18, 2018



Presidents Day, February 19, 2018



Second Sunday in Lent, February 25, 2018

“Love doesn't make
the world go
round. Love is
what makes the
ride worthwhile.”
~~Franklin

P. Jones
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The Ogallala United Methodist
Women are very fortunate to have a
pastor who supports us in our projects, goals and gives good suggestions and advice when needed. He
presents a program at a General
meeting, sometimes assisted by
Roberta. He attends our monthly
meeting the second Thursday of the

month. Each December he installs
the officers for the coming
year. Thank you, Pastor Chuck!
Bea Hatch will present the program at the February 8 meeting. Circle one will serve the lunch.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Thank You . . . .
United Methodist
Women February
meetings
PRAYER AND
SELF-DENIAL
UMW General
Thursday, February 8
12:00 noon
Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, February 22
9:00 a.m.
(Johnson)
Circle 3
Thursday, February 15
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, February 19
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

. . . to the following persons who worked and/or
furnished food for the Nancy Graff funeral luncheon on
January 13, 2018:
Jeff Meyer

Renee Meyer

Cena Graves

Graff family

Sherri Walker

Corrine Sexson

Linda Sheldon

Vern Schimpf

Karen Nelson

Dorothy Glenn

Karon Holscher

Sandy Nye

Twila Haney

Sharen Terry

Jen Blackman

Jan Haggard

Bonnie Taylor

Bertie Siders

Mona Radcliffe

Denise Barrett

Shirlee Knispel

Sheilia Turner

Teresa Davis

Shirley Rankin

Gail Hayford

Shirley Bassett

Marge Blaase

Bev Armour

Norma Schrack

Evelyn Lovercheck Kim Borer

Charlotte Ruser

Judy Cross

Jo Teaford

Pat Davis

Shirley Schlem

Jonnie Peterson

Judy Markussen

Tonya Hansmeier

Sally Pankonin

Darlene Peterson

Chris Snyder

Shawna Knudsen

Sharon McCreath

Monica Cherrington Jenny Coggins

Ginny Volberding

Our Christian love and sympathy to the families of:
Nancy Graff, who died on January 5, 2018.
Doug Parks, who died on January 22, 2018.
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A Brief History of The Salvation Army
Each year we participate in the
local Salvation Army collection drive
in Ogallala. It is noteworthy that 90
per cent of the money collected in
Ogallala stays in Ogallala to help
local residents in times of need.
The red kettles and ringing bells
of The Salvation Army are a familiar
part of the Christmas season. Less
familiar is the story of how this 165year-old organization traces its roots
to a British Methodist preacher who
found his calling serving the poor.

ten refer to as the holiness tradition.
So, they look for the positive work of
God in the souls of all people.”

Dale Patterson, General Commission on Archives and History: “In
many communities, they became one
of the first safety nets, what we might
call today a social safety net. When
people were down and out on their
luck, they were able to go to this
place. They could get a hot meal.
They could sometimes maybe find
work. They could worship.”

The American Civil War had just
ended, the British Empire was growing, military images were familiar.
This provided a framework for organization.

Church historian Dale Patterson
says The Salvation Army has a strong
link to Methodism. The organization
was founded in 1860’s England by
British Methodist preacher William
Booth, a pastor in London who sought
to bring the lost souls, the poor, hungry and homeless to Christ.

From the earliest days, The Salvation Army opened free kitchens and
thrift stores. The ministry came to the
U.S. in the 1880’s.

Dale Patterson: “Booth started
what was called The London Mission
in the late 1850’s, early 60’s. His
great discovery was, ‘My goodness.
How can I evangelize people who are
so hungry that they cannot pay attention? How do I evangelize people
when I hand out tracts and they can’t
read? How do I help these people?’”
Booth looked to Methodist founder John Wesley for inspiration.
Dale Patterson: “Salvation Army
theology is very Wesleyan. It is very
much part of a larger tradition we of-

Dale Patterson: “So he said, ‘We
need to be an army for the Lord. We
need to provide salvation through our
army. Heart, mind and soul, how do
we reach out to these people?'”

The red kettles first appeared in
1891 in San Francisco as a way to
raise money to feed 1000 people
Christmas dinner. The idea quickly
spread.
Today, the kettles raise more than
100 million dollars each year to provide food, shelter and disaster relief,
and The Salvation Army continues in
the Wesleyan tradition to serve physical and spiritual needs in 128 countries around the world.
Rev. Chuck Rager
(with much, much help from
www.umc.org)
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
Paul declares that nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.: Which of the following does Paul specify as unable to
block God’s love?
A. death; life
B. angels; demons
C. present; future
D. height; depth
E. all of the above

Answer: E (See Romans 8:38-39, NIV.)

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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SONSHINE SINGERS
will rehearse on Friday,
February 9,
4:00-4:30 p.m.
and sing in church on
Sunday, February 11,
in the 9:00 a.m. service

Ash Wednesday Prayer
Ash Wednesday Service
February 14, 2018
7:00 P.M.
In the Sanctuary
You are invited to attend
this service to mark the
beginning of Lent.
Since your newsletter editor is no
longer in the church office every day,
it has become more difficult for her to
be aware of all the hustle and bustle
happening in the church family.
Sooooo… we need your help in sharing and spreading the latest news.
If you have ideas, pictures or articles to submit for the March, 2018,
issue of The Messenger, please have
them turned in no later than Tuesday,
February 20. Please respect this deadline so that the newsletter can be prepared and distributed in a timely manner.

Merciful God, you called us
forth from the dust of the earth;
you claimed us for Christ in the
waters of baptism. Look upon us
as we enter these Forty Days
bearing the mark of ashes, and
bless our journey through the desert of Lent to the font of rebirth.
May our fasting be hunger for
justice; our alms, a making of
peace; our prayer, the chant of
humble and grateful hearts.
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may e-mail them
directly to the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 20
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Dear friends,
I feel so blessed to have so
many

praying

for

Becky and my family. Thanks to each of
you the prayers are
working.

She is do-

ing OK with all the
chemo so far.
We thank God for
each

day

and

ask

Him to bless each of you also.
God bless,
Cena Graves

Your Church Treasurer and
the Audit Committee extend
their thanks to the
treasurers
of
all
church groups for
submitting
their
books to the office
in record time this
year. The annual audit has been completed well ahead of
the deadline!
Teresa Davis
Church Treasurer

JUST FOR FUN!
“I desire so to conduct the affairs of this administration that if at the
end, when I come to lay down the reins of power, I have lost every friend
on Earth, I shall at least have one friend left, and that friend shall be
down inside me.”
~~Abraham Lincoln

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ted & Jean Slagle, Don & Shirley Bassett
Gerold & Mona Radcliffe
No volunteers scheduled
Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades
Penny Benda
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

Feb. 11

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Doug & Linda Fuller, L.D. & Sherri Walker
Bea & Dwight Hatch
No volunteers scheduled
Andrea Bassett, Zaden Peterson
Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Feb. 18

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Bev Johnson, Jim & LeAnn Ayres
Ron & Sharen Terry, Susan Schimonitz
No volunteers scheduled

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken Hagge, Ken & Edna Meyer
Vance & Karen Nelson
No volunteers scheduled
Hayden Shaw, Kallie Eisenzimmer
Bea Hatch
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Parker Reil, Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Jim & Becky Plate, Herb & Karen Knudsen
????
No volunteers scheduled
Abigayle Bassett, Sawyer Smith
Jonnie Peterson
Group 10: Cena Graves, Dave Sheldon,
Todd Neill, Dave Baltzell, Ron & Sharen Terry

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolytes
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Norm & Rhonda Duba, Cliff & Shirlee Knispel
Bea & Dwight Hatch
No volunteers scheduled
Emma Spiehs, Tylie Walker
Ginny Steinke
Group 1: Jeff Peterson, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, John Stulich, Jim Persinger

First Sunday in
Lent

Feb. 4

Second Sunday
in Lent

Feb. 25

Third Sunday in
Lent

Mar. 4

Fourth Sunday
in Lent

Mar. 11

Carmen Troxel
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Daylight Saving Time Begins

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com
Newsletter:

ogallalaumcpastor@gmail.com

ogallalaumceducation@gmail.com
Renee:

Pastor Chuck:

ogallalaumc@gmail.com
Church Office:

E-mail addresses

Parsonage: (308)284-0137

69153
Ogallala, NE

10 Biblical Ways to Love
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

1. Listen without interrupting. “To answer before listening — that is folly
and shame” (Proverbs 18:13).
2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry” (James 1:19).
3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous give without sparing” (Proverbs
21:26).
4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped praying for
you” (Colossians 1:9).
5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a
house full of feasting, with strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of … Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything without grumbling or
arguing” (Philippians 2:14).
8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Colossians
3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (Proverbs
13:12).
~~from various websites; all Scriptures NIV

