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Christian
Symbols

D

o you remember last summer when it was quite warm?
Some, who are heat sensitive, might even say it was
hot.

Do you remember making homemade ice cream on a regular basis
in days gone by? You may have added some strawberries to the mixture
for a flavor boost.
Do you ever think about how you used to catch lightning bugs?
Perhaps you put several of them in a clear jar and called it a lamp.

“ XPICTOC”
This set of letters
spells “Christ” in
Greek. It may be
written using the
Roman alphabet (from
which the English
alphabet descended),
but is also often
presented in Greek
characters, as shown
here.

Do you recall going on family picnics? Maybe you had fried chicken
and apple pie as a part of the picnic.
Have you longed for the days of joy that you once knew at family
gatherings?
As you think about those questions I invite you to remember some
other things, too.
1. Remember that Jesus loves you.
2. Never forget that you are a part of a church family.
3. Reflect on the knowledge that our church family has a gathering
every Sunday and you are invited to be a part of that gathering and experience the love of God, love of family and the presence of God.
See me Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager
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THURSDAY in January? We will
meet January 11 at 5:00 p.m.
Finance Committee members for
2018 are:
Jim Persinger Jane Ruppert
Jane Terell
Teresa Davis
Vern Schimpf Judi Adkins
Ken Hagge
Lisa Heinert
Roger Rankin Richard Johnson
Jeff Peterson
Claudia Stevenson

 Did you know that the Confirmation class will meet the SECOND
WEDNESDAY in January? Confirmation class will meet January 10 at
6:00 p.m.
 Did you know that the Board of
Trustees will meet on the SECOND
WEDNESDAY in January? We will
meet Wednesday January 10 at
7:00 p.m.
Board of Trustee members in 2018
are:
Phil Armstrong Larry Schlem
Chris Snyder Ron Terry,
Allen Cerny
Judi Adkins
Mary Dickinson
 Did you know that the Finance
Committee will meet the SECOND

 Did you know that the Administrative Board will meet the
FOURTH WEDNESDAY in January? We will meet January 24 at
7:00 p.m..
Administrative Board members for
2018 are:
Jane Ruppert Shirley Rankin
Janice Cerny Phil Armstrong
David Baltzell Jim Persinger
Jo Teaford
Gigi Berol
Teresa Davis Pam Abbott
Ken Hagge
Jonnie Peterson
Jeff Meyer
Mona Radcliffe
Renee Meyer Vern Schimpf
 Did you know that I attend all of
these meetings to provide input and
insight but I do not vote?
Thanks to all who serve on
these Committees.
Rev. Chuck Rager

Special Days This Month
 New Year’s Day, January 1, 2018
 Epiphany, January 6, 2018
 Baptism of the Lord, January 7, 2018
 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance, January 15, 2018
 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2018

“Let our New
Year’s resolution
be this: We will
be there for one
another as fellow
members of
humanity, in the
finest sense of
the word.”

~~Goran Persson
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The Ogallala United Methodist
Women abide by the following Beatitudes:
 Blessed are the units who estab-

lish goals, for they shall know
what they wish to accomplish
and how they will do it.
 Blessed are the units who meet

regularly in executive meetings
for they shall have time for unhurried discussion and coordination of their plans.
 Blessed are the units who partic-

United Methodist
Women January
meetings
PLEDGE SERVICES
UMW General
Thursday, January 11
12:00 noon
Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, January 25
9:00 a.m.
Bassett
Circle 3
Thursday, January 18
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, January 15
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

ipate in the Reading Program for
they shall become more knowledgeable about today’s issues
and more sensitive to all human
beings.

 Blessed are the units who attend

district and conference events
for they shall be better informed
and inspired to greater service.
 Blessed are the units who annu-

ally make and adopt a budget
for they shall know now much
money they can anticipate and
for what it will be spent.
 Blessed are the units who com-

plete their evaluation reports
thoughtfully and accurately for
their needs shall be recognized
and met .
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Visitation Committee

Annual Audits

The Visitation Committee has
openings for more volunteers to visit
friends at Indian Hills, Wel-Cove, at
home and anywhere else our members may be living.

The auditing committee will be
needing the check registers and
bank statements for the year 2017
as soon as possible. The treasurers
in charge of all church accounts
should turn these records in to the
Church Office as soon as your
statements arrive in January.

Each visitor takes a week at a
time, about every 5 to 7 weeks. The
shut-ins are highly appreciative of
any fellowship time they get with
friends from their church family.

Thanks for helping us make this
happen as smoothly as possible!

Please consider helping out. To
volunteer or to get more information,
call Teresa Davis at 284-8262.
The object of a New Year is not that we should have a new year. It is that we should
have a new soul and a new nose; new feet, a new backbone, new ears, and new eyes.
Unless a particular man made New Year resolutions, he would make no resolutions.
Unless a man starts afresh about things, he will certainly do nothing effective.
~~G.K. Chesterton
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Members of the Missions Outreach Committee are shown above as they tallied the
“votes” for the Peoples’ Choice sermon on Sunday, December 3, 2017. Donations
received will benefit the “Bless the Badge” program to honor local law enforcement
and firefighters.

JUST FOR FUN!

photo by Jim Ayres

Dear Lord, touch me with
your Spirit of truth so I
may be honest about my
sins and failures. Forgive
me for treating your
covenant lightly and at
times ignoring it
completely. Help me truly
seek and know forgiveness
for all the hurts I’ve
caused, for harboring ill
will and for any hardness
of heart I may have.
Please renew a right spirit
within me that I may
become more Christ-like
and that my life may daily
reveal your love and light.
In your name. Amen.
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
At the start of a new year, we remember that God
continually gives us new chances. What does Jesus
say to a woman caught in adultery?

A. “Go, and from now on sin no more.”
B. “Not even in Israel have I found such
great faith.”
C. “Peace be with you.”
D. “Tell no one what I have done for you.”
Answer: A (See John 8:11.)

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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SonShine Singers
will rehearse on Friday,
January 12, 2018,
4:00-4:30 p.m.,
and sing in church on
Sunday January 14
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family. Sooooo… we need your
help in sharing and spreading the
latest news.
If you have ideas, pictures or
articles to submit for the February,
2018, issue of The Messenger,
please have them turned in no later than Monday, January 22.
Please respect this deadline so
that the newsletter can be prepared
and distributed in a timely manner.
Since your newsletter editor is
no longer in the church office every
day, it has become more difficult for
her to be aware of all the hustle
and bustle happening in the church

Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may email them directly to the newsletter
editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

Come Ring with Us!
Sacred Sounds Handbell
Choir needs YOU! The Handbell
choir is an important part of the
music ministry of Ogallala FUMC!
Right now, we have more bells
than we can play because—for
various reasons—we have lost
some of our ringers. If we had
more people, we could use more
of our bells and play more
“challenging” arrangements.
We have openings for any volunteers, from youth through seasoned adults, who would like to
“ring praises to God,” whether experienced musicians or beginners.
The choir rehearses on
Wednesdays, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. Rehearsals will resume after
the holidays on January 3.

If you would like to participate,
it is important that you commit to
attend rehearsals as often as possible. Need more information?
Please call the Church Office (284
-8455) or director Vance Nelson
(284-1115).

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Pete & Jonnie Peterson
No volunteers scheduled
Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades
Carmen Troxel
Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee, Terry Johnson,
Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson, Lou Hoak

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker
Mick Nichols & Phyllis Reed
No volunteers scheduled

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Dennis & Teresa Davis, Brian & Claudia Stevenson
????
No volunteers scheduled

Jan. 28

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cena Graves, Judy Cross
Larry & Shirley Schlem, Larry & Doris Keller
No volunteers scheduled
Ella Dam, Jasmine Biel
Ginny Steinke
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

Feb. 4

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ted & Jean Slagle, Don & Shirley Bassett
????
No volunteers scheduled

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Doug & Linda Fuller, L.D. & Sherri Walker
Dwight & Bea Hatch
No volunteers scheduled
Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades
Carmen Troxel
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Epiphany
Sunday

Jan. 7

Jan. 14

Jan. 21

Feb. 11

Bea Hatch
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

Jonnie Peterson
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer

Penny Benda
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
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A Penguin “Parable”
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

During
storms,
emperor
penguins huddle for warmth, taking
turns at the center and on the
perimeter of the group.
While
incubating eggs, up to 6,000 male
penguins have been observed
clustering for shelter against the
harsh Antarctic winter.
Partially
grown chicks gather in protective “crèches” (French for “cribs”); often
surrounded by a colony of adults, these groupings ward off predators
and cold.
In stormy times, humans also need supportive groups; we can’t
survive alone. A church family allows us to take turns giving and
receiving care. Amid social upheaval, injustice, illness, natural
disaster and any loss or crisis, God invites us to gather for protection
and warmth. In the church community, we support and strengthen
one another and are empowered to go out again into the lesssheltered world.

