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Christian
Symbols

Dear Friends,
As you plan your Advent and Christmas celebrations, I hope participating in
the life of the church and participating in worship are at the top of your to do list.
Here are the worship service opportunities for December:
December 3:
9 A.M. –Worship service with hanging of Chrismons on the tree.
Sunday School for all ages
11:15 –Worship service
December 10:
9 A.M.—Worship Service
Sunday School for all ages
11:15—Worship Service
December 17:
9 A.M.-- Worship Service featuring Sunday School Christmas Program
NO Sunday School
NO 11:15 Worship Service

“ Branch (Tree)
of Jesse”
Isaiah used the image
of a new tree growing
from what appears
dead to foretell God’s
redemption of Israel: “A
shoot will come up from
the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch
will bear fruit” (Isaiah
11:1, NIV). During
Advent, this prophecy
assures us of the
coming of the Messiah,
descended from King
David, and thus his
father, Jesse.

December 24:
9 A.M. –Worship Service
NO Sunday School
NO 11:15 Service
5 P.M. –Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion and Candle
Lights
7 P.M. Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion and Candle
Lights
December 31:
9 A.M. –Worship Service
NO Sunday School
NO 11:15 Worship Service
I hope to see you in church, and I hope you will invite family, friends and
neighbors to come to church with you.
On a personal note, my wife and I want to remind you that we are so happy
to be in your midst and be a part of this great church family. We wish you a very Merry Christmas, and we hope you are filled with the awe and wonder of celebrating the
birth of Jesus Christ.
Merry Christmas and God Bless You,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T he M e s se ng e r

Did you know that we have new
blue and white L.E.D. lights to hang
on the trees for the Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh project this year?
They will be brighter and prettier
than the previous lights. It will be a
glorious sight! Turn in your sponsorship form if you haven’t
done so already.
Did you know that
our church is very active
in ministry during this
season to share the joy
of Christmas with others? The United Methodist Church Angel
Store, the Samaritan
Shoebox project and
the ringing of bells for Salvation
Army are some of the ways we are
in ministry beyond our church walls
during the Christmas season.
Did you know that we continue
to sponsor the Bless the Badge
project? We have baskets in the
Fire Department, Police Department
and Sheriff’s office where those persons who serve our area can pick
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up a free snack that lets them know
that we appreciate their service. If
you want to donate some snack
items, please call the church office
for helpful hints.
Did you know that we have an
inventory of flood buckets on hand
in the church? If there
is a fire, a storm or a
flood in the area; we
are ready to disburse
these buckets filled
with cleaning supplies
as needed.
Did you know that several residents of Indian
Hills Care Center
gather together every
Sunday morning to watch our 9
A.M. worship service? There is also
a sizable contingent at Golden
Ours in Grant that gather in the
chapel at that facility to watch our
service as well.
Did you know that you are a part
of awesome church? You are!
Rev. Chuck Rager

Meetings This Month

Special Days This Month









First Sunday of Advent,
December 3, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent,
December 10, 2017
Third Sunday of Advent,
December 17, 2017
First day of winter, December
21, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent,
December 24, 2017
Christmas Eve, December 24,
2017
Christmas Day, December 25,
2017
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night,
December 31, 2017



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, December 6, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, December 7, 5:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, December 20, 7:00
p.m.

Your Church
Office will be
closed on
Monday,
December 25,
and Monday,
January 1,
2018.

Enjoy the
Holidays with
Your Family!
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
The UMW officers for 2018 will
be installed at the December 14
meeting by Rev. Chuck. This will be
a pot luck lunch at noon.
UMW officers to be installed are:
Mona Radcliffe, president; Janice
Cerny,
vice-president;
Karen
Nenstiel, secretary; Teresa Davis,
treasurer; Jean Slagle, nominations
chair; and Shirley Bassett, Sunshine
Lady.

United Methodist
Women December
meetings
UMW General
Thursday, December 14
12:00 noon
Potluck Luncheon
Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, December 15
9:00 a.m.
Walker, Johnson
Circle 3
Thursday, December 21
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, December 18
6:00 pm
Christmas Supper
Hess Lounge

Missions Coordinators will be:
Evelyn
Lovercheck,
Spiritual
Growth; Bertie Siders, Social Action;
Barb Nootz, Education and Interpretation; Bonnie Taylor, Membership
Nurture and Outreach; and Teresa
Davis, Program Resources.

The Ogallala UMW have met
their financial pledge to the Great
West District. Donations are being
given to Camp Norwesca, Epworth
Village, and The Angel Store. We
contributed to the Good Sam fund in
the spring, sponsored several youth
to attend camp, and made a donation to the Royal Kids Camp.
Thanks to all our members for
their support of these projects.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Visitation Committee

Annual Audits

The Visitation Committee has
openings for more volunteers to visit
friends at Indian Hills, Wel-Cove, at
home and anywhere else our members may be living.

The auditing committee will be
needing the check registers and
bank statements for the year 2017
as soon as possible. The treasurers
in charge of all church accounts
should turn these records in to the
Church Office as soon as your
statements arrive in January.

Each visitor takes a week at a
time, about every 5 to 7 weeks. The
shut-ins are highly appreciative of
any fellowship time they get with
friends from their church family.

Thanks for helping us make this
happen as smoothly as possible!

Please consider helping out. To
volunteer or to get more information,
call Teresa Davis at 284-8262.
“The only blind person at Christmastime is he who has not Christmas in his
heart.”

~~Helen Keller

“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created in the living
room on Christmas Day. Don’t clean it up too quickly.”

~~Andy Rooney

“Jesus took his place in a manger so that we might have a home in heaven.”

~~Greg Laurie

T he M e s se ng e r
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Gold, Frankincense & Myrrh 2017
The Finance Committee is leading our annual effort again this year that will
allow us to honor/remember special persons AND raise funds for our church. The project is called Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, and your participation is vital to its success. We will be decorating the two evergreen trees in front of the church on the west
side with blue and white Christmas lights. You may sponsor a blue light bulb in
memory of someone who has died, and you may sponsor a white light bulb in honor of
someone who is still living. The suggested donation to sponsor each light bulb is ten
dollars ($10). It is our intent that each light will be in memory or in honor of one person.
What a marvelous scene we will have on the trees in front of our church when
the lights are illuminated the week of Christmas, and what an awesome sight to come
to church on Christmas Eve and see the fully lit trees in blue and white splendor! The
more bulbs that are sponsored, the more awesome will be the trees. We hope to see
more white lights in honor of living persons this year. Also, all the proceeds will be applied to programs within our church.
The wise persons came to honor the new born Christ child and brought gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh to him. You can follow the wise persons’ model and give
these gifts to our church in thankfulness for the presence of Christ in your life and in
our world today. There will be an insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin notating who has
sponsored bulbs and a list of the persons’ names who are being honored and remembered. Please complete the registration form below and return it to the church office by
December 6, 2017.

Please indicate:
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________
Number of bulbs sponsored _____ Given by ________________________________

Registration Form due in the Church Office by December 6, 2017.

Give a gift of
love this
Christmas~~
honor a friend or
loved one with a
gift to your
church’s Gold,
Frankincense and
Myrrh project.
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
After Mary learned she was pregnant with God’s Son,
what relative — also miraculously pregnant — did
she go to visit?

Esther
Elizabeth
Anne
Anna

Answer: B (See Luke 1:39-40).

A.
B.
C.
D.

Th e Me s s e n g e r
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Members and
leaders of the
Solid Rock
Youth Group
enjoyed shopping
for and filling
shoebox gifts for
Operation Christmas Child.
These gifts are
distributed annually to children
around the world.

SONSHINE SINGERS

The Great Date Debate

will rehearse on Friday,
December 8,
4:00-4:30 p.m.,
and sing in church on
Sunday, December 10.

In Lessons of Christmas (Xulon
Press), Daniel Armah notes that ancient
scholars expressed more than 130
opinions about Jesus’ actual birthdate,
covering every month of the year.
“Even with a debatable date,” he concludes, “the blessing of Christmas is
obvious.”
Likewise, our Christmas celebrations aren’t diminished by the possible
timing of Jesus’ birthday with secular
festivals. “If December 25th was chosen
to rival other pagan worship activities …
for want of a real date,” Armah writes,
“then that decision has been successful. Indeed those ancient pagan festivals have all been swallowed up, and
Christianity has been growing since.”
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18th Annual

Methodist Church Christmas Angel Store
December 9
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Arterburn Youth Cabin (Scout Cabin)
305 West 10th Ogallala
The mission of the United Methodist Church Angel Store is to
encourage family togetherness as they celebrate the season of Christ’s birth.
Adults with children 18 and under who live in their home,
are invited to come “shop” for two family style gifts which we will wrap for you.
The Methodist Church Angel Store is blessed by generous donations.
If you would like to donate monetary gifts or new gifts,
please visit the UMC at 421 North Spruce in Ogallala
Monetary gifts may be taken directly to Adams Bank under ‘UMC Angel Store’
Contact Gigi Berol 289-5111
Or
United Methodist Church 284-8455

Keep CHRIST in
Christmas

T h e M e s s e n ge r
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Missions Outreach Committee Report
The Missions Outreach Committee keeps extra busy during November and December. Along with our
ongoing Bless the Badge project,
this time of year is also for Nativity
sets, ringing bells and Christmas
gifts.
The holiday season is always
kicked off with the beautiful Nativity Set, which welcomes you on the
front lawn. What an inspiring site
this is as it lights up and highlights
the birth of our Savior. Our church
is blessed to have such a beautiful
scene of that glorious night.
The Salvation Army is famous
for the red kettle and bell ringers.
The UMC is such a huge supporter
of this mission. 90% of the collected funds stays right here in Keith
County. Thank you to everyone
who rings the bells and/or donates
to this worthy cause.
The Methodist Church Christmas Angel Store has been overwhelmed with your ongoing support. Many families are assisted
each year due to the generous
hearts of our church and communi-

ty. The MOC, Gideons, Optimist
Club and so many donors
join forces to help families enjoy
time spent together, celebrating the
birth of Jesus. Rejoice in knowing
you make a difference!
2017 will close out with a full list
of projects that helped a variety of
people. With humbled thanks to
everyone who supported: Bless the
Badge, Baby Bottle Boomerang, the
hygiene drive, Salvation Army and
the Christmas Angel Store. These
mission opportunities, along with
assorted community help throughout the year, can only be accomplished because of huge, giving
hearts.
Special thanks for the Missions
Committee members for their love
of helping others, Vern for her ongoing help and, of course, Pastor
Chuck for his welcomed guidance
as we serve others.
With a joyful heart,
Gigi Berol
MOC chairperson

A d v e n t Tra d i t i o n s
“The way you celebrate Christmas can be a gift in itself,” said Fred Rogers,
“handing on traditions that will give your child a feeling of continuity, comfort and joy in
all the Christmases to come.” In American homes, common Advent traditions include
wreaths, calendars and logs. Did you know about these European traditions?
• In Normandy, children used to set fires in fields during Advent. The flames killed
caterpillar eggs and drove away rodents. The tradition reflected good conquering evil,
just as God’s perfect Son rescues us from sin.
• On December 13, Scandinavian countries honor Saint Lucy (or Lucia), a thirdcentury martyr who, according to legend, brought food to people in the catacombs during winter. For light — and to be able to carry as much food as possible — she wore a
wreath of candles on her head. On St. Lucy’s Day, the oldest daughter gets up early
and brings sweet rolls to family members. The tradition reminds Christians that Jesus
is a gift of light and love for our dark world.

Missions Outreach
Committee Projects
in December
Bless the Badge
Nativity Scene
Salvation Army
Bell Ringers
Christmas Angel
Store
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If you have ideas, pictures or articles to submit for the January, 2018,
issue of The Messenger, please have
them turned in no later than Wednesday, December 20, 2017. We know
that everyone is really busy during the
holiday season, but please respect
this deadline if you have news to
share with your church family.

Wednesday,
December 20

Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may e-mail them
directly to the newsletter editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

2017 Coat Drive Needs Your Help
Shawn Haney and Office Service will be heading the 2017 Coat
Drive for the community of Ogallala
and the surrounding towns. We are
collecting new and gently used coats
for all ages: babies, preteens, teenagers and adults. No
person in need will be
denied.
If you have slightly
used coats that you
don’t need, have an
abundance of coats taking up room, have kids
coats which no longer fit, or prefer to
purchase new, we will take any and
all of the above. We also suggest
bringing in sweat jackets of hoodies
which make a light coat into a very
warm dual purpose coat.
Drop-off points will be Office Service at 112 East 3rd Street; Haney’s
Barber Shop at 210 North Spruce;
Shopko at 100 Texas Trail Drive; or
Shawn can take coats during his
day.
In addition, if you choose to buy
new, for your convenience you can
buy at Shopko and leave that coat

behind to be donated. We will also
be taking monetary donations. All
money will be allocated to purchase
new coats after all coats are donated
and needs can be assessed.
Anyone who needs a
coat can come to Office
Service on December 9
from 8:00 a.m. to noon.
If there are coats left, we
will take lists of folks
from surrounding towns
who need coats. Then, if
we still have items left,
they will be held for next year.
We do this in an effort to give
back to all the towns that have been
so good to us over the years.
Thanks to your loyalty, we feel the
drive to help.
So, please take a few moments
to clean out your closets and attics to
help those who can use what you
cannot. Thank you so much in advance.
Contact Shawn Haney at (308)
289-3949 or Office Service, Inc. at
(308)284-8265 with any questions.

Th
s esnsge
e rn ge r
T heeMeMse
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First Sunday
of Advent

Dec. 3

Second Sunday
of Advent

Dec. 10

Third Sunday of
Advent

Dec. 17

Fourth Sunday
of Advent

Dec. 24

New Year’s Eve

Dec. 31

Jan. 7

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Don & Shirley Bassett, L.D. & Sherri Walker
Norma Schrack, Marge Blaase
No volunteers scheduled
Abigayle Bassett, Sawyer Smith
Pastor Chuck & Roberta Rager
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Doug & Linda Fuller, Bev Johnson
Cara Pickering
No volunteers scheduled
Emma Spiehs, Tylie Walker
Ginny Steinke
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Ken Hagge
Christmas Program
No volunteers scheduled
Ethan Dickinson, Jamie Biel
Christmas Program
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Parker Reil, Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken & Edna Meyer, Jim & Becky Plate
????
Worship Service at 9:00 A.M.
No volunteers scheduled
NO Sunday School
Ella Dam, Jasmine Biel
NO 11:15 Service
Pastor Chuck Rager
Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 & 7:00 P.M.
Group 10: Cena Graves, Dave Sheldon,
Todd Neill, Dave Baltzell, Ron & Sharen Terry

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
????
No volunteers scheduled
Ethan Dickinson, Jarrett Bassett
Penny Benda
Group 1: Jeff Peterson, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, John Stulich, Jim Persinger

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Pete & Jonnie Peterson
No volunteers scheduled
Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades
Carmen Troxel
Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson

Sunday School Program at 9:00 A.M.
NO Sunday School
NO 11:15 Service

Worship Service at 9:00 A.M.
NO Sunday School
NO 11:15 Service

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

He came a babe of lowly birth.
He was God’s Son of greatest worth.
We, like the angels, sing with mirth
because God sent his Son to earth
to ransom us and claim our worth.
Praise God this babe of lowly birth!
~~MaryAnn Sundby

