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Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it also appears to 
be good for us! Indiana University researchers found that participants 
who performed gratitude-focused writing exercises felt uplifted, and 
were more likely to express gratefulness through generosity, even weeks 
later.  

Furthermore, brain scans revealed increased gratitude-related activ-
ity even months down the road (New York Magazine).  

Though the study was small, we seem to have a “gratitude muscle” 
that can be strengthened through exercise. If so, there may be more 
than we thought to the popularity of gratitude journals and Mom’s in-
sistence that we write thank-you notes. Not to mention the biblical call 
to “give thanks to the LORD, for he is good” (1 Chronicles 16:34, for 
example).  

Might God have hardwired us for gratitude — not only at Thanksgiv-
ing but year round — because it’s good for us as well as for those we 
thank? To that, we respond, “Thanks be to God!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D ear Friends, 

Happy Thanksgiving!  In whatever way, shape or form that you cele-

brate Thanksgiving , I hope you pause and give thanks to God for some areas 

of your life where you have been blessed. 

As you prepare to set a table of Thanksgiving at home, or as you make 

plans to sit at a table away from home, I want to invite you to come and share 

at the Lord’s Table here at church.  On Wednesday, November 22 , I will serve 

Holy Communion in the sanctuary from Noon until 2:00 P.M.  You can come 

and pray, meditate, and receive Holy Communion.  It will be a come and go 

arrangement, so you can come anytime between Noon and 2:00 P.M. , stay as 

little or as long as you like in the pew in prayer, receive Holy Communion indi-

vidually, pray some more if you wish, and then depart on your own.  It is a way 

of being present at the Table of the Lord that is offered to all before you par-

take of a Thanksgiving celebration on Thursday.  

I do hope you have a meaningful Thanksgiving holiday, and I hope you 

can come to the Lord’s Table of Holy Communion on Wednesday, November 

22 between noon and 2:00 P.M.  

On a personal note, my wife and I are thankful for all the good people 

from this church who have come into our lives. You have blessed us. Happy 

Thanksgiving!  

 

See Me Sunday, too,  

 

 

Pastor Chuck   
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“ CROWN” 

A crown, of course, 

symbolizes royal 

authority.  As a 

Christian symbol it 

represents both Christ 

as King of kings 

(Revelation 17:14, for 

example) and the 

eternal life promised to 

Christ’s followers:  

“Be faithful unto death, 

and I will give you the 

crown of life”   

(Revelation 2:10, ESV).  

Christian 

Symbols 



 

 

Did you know that Christmas 

and the season of Advent are com-

ing really soon?  Wow; where has 

this year gone? 

As you make plans for Christ-

mas this year, there are some items 

to note: 

1. The Gold, Frankincense and 

Myrrh project will occur this year 

and the form is in this newslet-

ter. 

2. There will be one service on 

Sunday, December 17 at 9:00 

A.M. and it will feature the Sun-

day School Christmas program. 
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 Board of Trustees on Wednes-
day,  November 1, 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance Committee on Thurs-
day, November 2, 5:00 p.m. 

 Church Conference on Wednes-
day, November 8, 7:00 p.m. 

 Missions Outreach Committee 
on Wednesday, November 15, 
5:30 p.m. 

 Administrative Council on 
Wednesday, November 15, 7:00 
p.m. 

Meetings This Month 

Your Church 

Office will be 

closed on 

Thursday, 

November 23, 

and Friday, 

November 24. 

Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

 

3. There will be one morning ser-

vice on December 24 at 9:00 

A.M. 

4. There will be two Christmas Eve 

services on Sunday night, De-

cember 24. One service will be 

at 5:00 P.M., and the other ser-

vice will be at 7:00 P.M. 

5. There will be one service on 

Sunday, December 31, at 9:00 

A.M.  

See me Sunday, 

 

Pastor Chuck      

 All Saints’ Day, November 1, 

2017  

 Daylight-Saving Time ends, 

November 5, 2017  

 Veterans Day, November 11, 

2017  

 Thanksgiving Day, November 

23, 2017  

 Christ the King Sunday, 

November 26, 2017  

Special Days This Month 



 

 

special interests.  Such excitement 

in the many things we accomplish 

as we work together.  Such excite-

ment, Lord, help us celebrate our 

task.  Thank you, Lord, for giving us 

the courage to say “yes” to all the 

possibilities ahead.   

 ~~Reprinted from March 1983 RESPONSE 

Mona Radcliffe 

UMW President 
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United Methodist 

Women November 

meetings 

World Thank Offering 

 

UMW General 

Thursday, November 9 

12:00 noon 

Fellowship Hall 

Circle 1 

Thursday, November 16 

9:00 a.m. 

Jonnie Peterson 

Circle 3 

Thursday, November 16 

2:00 pm 

Hess Lounge 

Circle 5 

Monday, November 20 

6:00 pm 

Hess Lounge 

United Methodist Women in Service and Mission 

Such excitement, Lord, being a 

part of United Methodist Wom-

en.  We are not a Welcome Wagon 

Club, yet we welcome any woman 

who becomes a member.  We are 

not a Social Club, yet we read, 

study, and search for better under-

standing of God’s word.  We are not 

a Service Club, yet we work at all 

kinds of projects to aid persons.  We 

are not a Community Betterment 

Club, yet we seek to improve the 

place we live.  We are not a Garden 

Club, yet we desire to see growth in 

ourselves and others reaching up to 

God, the sunshine of our souls, 

sending our roots deep into his 

word, spreading our branches to 

encircle all those around us, bloom-

ing where we are planted!   

What a bargain, Lord, United 

Methodist Women covers all these 

PLEASE HELP:  The UMW 

members in charge of pantry and 

kitchen supply have requested 

your help in collect-

ing plastic containers 

(like cottage cheese, 

butter, whipped top-

ping, deli meats, 

etc.) to be used for distributing 

leftovers after funeral/special oc-

casion dinners.  They need  

clean containers with lids, 

please.  Just leave them on the 

table in the kitchen.  Thanks. 

The Finance Committee would 

like to thank all who have purchased 

and used the Safeway cards for 

their grocery shopping.  The divi-

dend from the cards for 2017 is 

$1,684.20.  This bonus is added to 

the general offering for our operat-

ing budget. 

If you don’t have a card yet, they 

are available from the Church Of-

fice.  There is no additional cost to 

the user or the church for this bene-

fit. 

Teresa Davis 

Church Treasurer 

Safeway Giving Cards 

“An optimist is a person who starts a new diet on Thanksgiving Day.”  
~~Irv Kupcinet 

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is 
success.”  

~~Henry Ford  
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The Finance Committee is leading our annual effort again this year that will 

allow us to honor/remember special persons AND raise funds for our church. The pro-

ject is called Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, and your participation is vital to its suc-

cess. We will be decorating the two evergreen trees in front of the church on the west 

side with blue and white Christmas lights. You may sponsor a blue light bulb in 

memory of someone who has died, and you may sponsor a white light bulb in honor of 

someone who is still living. The suggested donation to sponsor each light bulb is ten 

dollars ($10). It is our intent that each light will be in memory or in honor of one person.  

What a marvelous scene we will have on the trees in front of our church when 

the lights are illuminated the week of Christmas, and what an awesome sight to come 

to church on Christmas Eve and see the fully lit trees in blue and white splendor! The 

more bulbs that are sponsored, the more awesome will be the trees. We hope to see 

more white lights in honor of living persons this year. Also, all the proceeds will be ap-

plied to programs within our church.  

The wise persons came to honor the new born Christ child and brought gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh to him. You can follow the wise persons’ model and give 

these gifts to our church in thankfulness for the presence of Christ in your life and in 

our world today. There will be an insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin notating who has 

sponsored bulbs and a list of the persons’ names who are being honored and remem-

bered. Please complete the registration form below and return it to the church office by 

December 6, 2017.  

Gold, Frankincense & Myrrh 2017 

Please indicate: 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

In honor of or In memory of _____________________________________________ 

Number of bulbs sponsored _____  Given by ________________________________ 

Registration Form due in the Church Office by December 6, 2017. 

Give a gift of 
love this 

Christmas~~  
honor a friend or 
loved one with a 

gift to your 
church’s Gold, 

Frankincense and 
Myrrh project.  
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The leaves fall, 
the wind blows 
and the farm 
country slowly 
changes from 
the summer 

cottons into its 
winter wools. 

~~Henry Beston 

November,  2017  
Answer: C (See Daniel 3:25.)  

A Bible Quiz 

A. None — they were all dead  

B.  Three — unbound and unharmed 

C.  Four — and the fourth looked 

like a divine being  

D. Too many to count  

After Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown, bound, into a 

blazing furnace for refusing to worship false gods, how many men did 

King Nebuchadnezzar see walking around in the fire?  

An Activity Page for Younger People 



 

 

The Messenger  

We just cannot thank our adult 

leadership enough.  Thank you to Pen-

ny Benda, Sharon York and Jeff Peter-

son!  The time and commitment they 

have shown preparing lessons, snacks, 

and small group leadership is greatly 

appreciated!  Please thank them if you 

get a chance.  If God is calling you to 

help with the leadership team, please 

contact Jeff or Renee Meyer. 

If parents or anyone else would like 

to help provide snacks for the youth on 

any Wednesday night, please let us 

know.  Parents — we have no secrets 

here.  You are welcome to come and 

spend an evening with us at anytime.  

Stop by and see what’s going on. 

Youth in grades 6-12, if you have 

not attended youth group yet, please 

come and see what you’ve been miss-

ing.  We’ll be here every Wednesday 

night 7:00 to 8:30. 

If you have any questions or would 

like to help Please contact Jeff at 308-

289-4018 or Renee at 308-289-5421. 

We are truly thankful for the awe-

some group of youth we have attending 

on Wednesday nights.  Thank you to 

parents for providing the rides! 

We have been very busy so far this 

year.  Pastor Rager and Dave Baltzell 

gave us the opportunity to help the con-

firmation kids pack Flood Buckets.  We 

had a pizza party and learned about the 

flood buckets and the supplies in them.  

Several of the youth enjoyed helping 

Karla with the surprise “Flash Mob” in 

Church.  Thank you to the youth who 

helped Karla!  On the 18
th
, Renee’s les-

son was “Pour It On” about how God 

provides each of us Grace.  Not just a 

drop or sprinkle of Grace, but how he 

totally saturates us in his Grace!  (See 

the picture below of Tyler Benda and 

ask him about God’s saturating Grace.)  

Thanks, Tyler!  We went Roller Skating 

on the 25
th
 in Grant.  The kids had a 

great time.  Thank you to all the drivers 

who made it possible!  Thank you, Rich-

ard Jones, Pastor Rager, Roberta Rag-

er, Jeff Peterson and Albert 

VanBorkum! 
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SONSHINE SINGERS 

rehearsal  on Friday, 

November 10, at 4:00 p.m. 

 

and sing in church  

on Sunday, November 12, 

at 9:00 a.m. 

 

All kids from Kindergarten 

age up  

are invited to come sing. 

Tyler Benda 
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Bapt isms and Bib le  Presentat ions 

on Sunday,  October  22  

 

Two families presented children for the sacrament of baptism on Sunday, October 

22.  In the picture at left is Boyd Alton Hartman, with his parents, Jared and Cody 

Hartman.  The picture at the right includes Kersi Gene Krajewski in the company of 

her parents, Jason and Shalee Krajewski;  her older sister, Kiera Krajewski; and 

her aunt Kim and uncle Jesse Clark. 

Traditionally, Ogallala First UMC presents special Bibles to fourth-graders attending 

Sunday School classes.  Students who were present to receive their Bibles on Sunday, 

October 22, were: (l. to r.) Sawyer Smith, Ethan Dickinson, Tylie Walker, Emma 

Spiehs, Amaris Cobaugh, and Hayden Shaw.  Other fourth graders who will receive 

their Bibles are:  Zaden Peterson, Hayden Erwin and Ella Dam. 
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December brings Advent, Christ-

mas, holiday celebrations. Year-end 

activities — lots of things that we 

need to let our church family know 

about! 

If you have ideas, pictures or arti-

cles to submit for the December, 

2017, issue of The Messenger, 

please have them turned in  no later 

than Monday, November 20, 2017.  

Earlier submissions would definitely 

be accepted and appreciated! 

Submissions may be made to the 

Church Office, or you may e-mail 

Count  Your  Bless ings One by One  

“Thank you, God, for this brand new 

day!”  “Bless my use of this day, 

Lord, that I might glorify you.”  Scrip-

ture encourages such awareness 

and promises an additional blessing 

in return: “Teach us to number our 

days, that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom” (Psalm 90:12, NIV).  

~~Heidi Mann 

Numbered lists grab our atten-

tion. In the checkout aisle or on the 

internet, we gravitate toward head-

ings such as “10 ways to lose 

weight by summer!” or “3 simple 

steps to acing that test!”  

Ancient Jewish sages urged 

people to count out and speak at 

least 100 blessings, or statements 

of gratitude, each day.  What would 

happen if we intentionally listed 100 

blessings daily?  Can you imagine?!  

What if the first blessing we 

counted was simply the day itself? 

MONDAY ,  

NOVEMBER 20 

them directly to the newsletter e-mail 

at: 

ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com. 

Thanks so much for your help! 

On Veterans Day, we honor 

men and women who’ve served and 

sacrificed in one of America’s armed 

services.  

On November 11, 1918, Ameri-

ca and her allies signed a truce with 

German leaders, ending World War 

I. In 1919, President Wilson decided 

the United States should remember 

with gratitude the end of that war 

and honor military members by 

marking Armistice Day, or “truce” 

Thank You, Veterans! 

day. In 1954, Congress changed the 

name to Veterans Day, honoring 

veterans of every era.  

Veterans Day highlights our 

country’s quest for peace, justice 

and freedom throughout the world. 

Followers of Jesus, the Prince of 

Peace, pray for unity among all na-

tions and for the day when “nation 

will not take up sword against na-

tion, nor will they train for war any-

more” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 

THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR 

SERVICE! 



 

 

 
Nov. 5 Greeters Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker 
 Fellowship Bea & Dwight Hatch 
 Nursery No volunteers scheduled 
 Acolyte Ethan Dickinson, Jarrett Bassett 
 Children’s Moment Carmen Troxel 
 Ushers Group 3:  Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,   
  Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright 
 
Nov. 12 Greeters Dennis & Teresa Davis, Lyle & Barbra Nootz 
 Fellowship ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery Collette & Grace VanBorkum  
 Acolyte Hayden Erwin, Claudia Rhoades 
 Children’s Moment Penny Benda  
 Ushers Group 4:  Roger Rankin Pete Peterson, 
  Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer 
 
Nov. 19 Greeters Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Cena Graves 
 Fellowship ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery No volunteers scheduled 
 Acolyte Andrea Bassett, Zaden Peterson 
 Children’s Moment Bea Hatch 
 Ushers Group 5:  Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson 
  Gerold Radlcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney 
   
Nov. 26 Greeters Judy Cross, Ted & Jean Slagle 
 Fellowship ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery No volunteers scheduled 
 Acolyte Hayden Shaw, Kallie Eisenzimmer 
 Children’s Moment Pastor Chuck Rager 
 Ushers Group 6:  Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz, 
  Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner 
 
 
Dec. 3 Greeters Don & Shirley Bassett, L.D. & Sherri Walker  
 Fellowship ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery No volunteers scheduled 
 Acolyte Abigayle Bassett, Sawyer Smith 
 Children’s Moment Jonnie Peterson  
 Ushers Group 7:  Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,    
  Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack 
 
Dec. 10 Greeters Doug & Linda Fuller, Bev Johnson 
 Fellowship ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery No volunteers scheduled 
 Acolyte Emma Spiehs, Tylie Walker 
 Children’s Moment Ginny Steinke  
 Ushers Group 8:  Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,  
  Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon 

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,  

please contact the church office.   
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Thanksgiving is a time to share.  

A roasted turkey stuffed with care,  

potatoes, yams and buttered rolls  

are passed around in festive bowls.  

But first we thank our God above  

and share with others his great love.  

The dish served last is always best —  

a slice of pie for every guest.  

 

  ~~MaryAnn Sundby 
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U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

OGALLALA, NEBRASKA 

Permit No. 74 

Our Vision:  “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ” 

Our Mission:  “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church” 
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R e t u r n  S e r v i c e  R e q u e s t e d  

A TIME TO THANK, A TIME TO SHARE 
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