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THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Ministry Team
Ministers
The Worshiping Congregation
Pastor
Chuck Rager
Christian Education Director
Renee Meyer

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,
and to the Republic for which it stands: one nation, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.”
I: Me, an individual, a committee of one.
PLEDGE: Dedicate all of my worldly goods to give without self pity.

Administrative Secretary
LaVerne Schimpf

ALLEGIANCE: My love and my devotion.

Custodian
Ginny Volberding

TO THE FLAG: Our standard, Old Glory, a symbol of freedom.
Wherever she waves, there’s respect because your loyalty has given
her a dignity that shouts freedom is everybody’s job.

Newsletter Editor
Karen Nenstiel

UNITED: That means that we have all come together.

District Superintendent
Cindy Karges

STATES: Individual communities that have united into 48 great
states. Forty-eight individual communities with pride and dignity and
purpose; all divided with imaginary boundaries yet united to a
common purpose, and that’s love for country.

Bishop of Great Plains
Conference
Ruben Saenz, Jr.

AND TO THE REPUBLIC: A state in which sovereign power is
invested in representatives chosen by the people to govern. And
government is the people, and it’s from the people to the leaders,
not from the leaders to the people.
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AND JUSTICE: The principle or quality of dealing fairly with
others.
FOR ALL: For all, which means, boys and girls, it’s as much your
country as it is mine.
Since I was a small boy, two states have been added to our
country, and two words have been added to the Pledge of
Allegiance: “under God.” Wouldn’t it be a pity if someone said that
is a prayer, and that would be eliminated from schools too?
(Comic Red Skelton delivered this moving interpretation of the Pledge of Allegiance
to his television audience on January 14, 1969.)
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Christian
Symbols

I

want to thank Jenn Tophoj , Shalee Krajewski and Jeff
Peterson for leading our Youth Group for the past four

years. The care and leadership they have given is greatly appreciated.
These three persons have been a blessing to our young persons. They

“Sparrow”
Birds in general
symbolize God’s
presence. Sparrows
represent God’s concern
and care even for those
thought insignificant. In
Jesus’ words, “Are not
two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of
them will fall to the
ground outside your
Father’s care.… So don’t
be afraid; you are worth
more than many
sparrows.”

have asked us to seek new leaders. Thank you Jenn, Shalee and Jeff
for your service.
Now we are in need of new persons who are called by God to
lead our Youth Group in the future. You may feel God’s tug on your
heart to lead this group, and I invite you to please visit with me. If you
feel this is something God needs you to do, please set up a time to meet
with me. Ideally, we would have some persons step forward and leadership in place by August 1. I will do my best to guide you as you embark
upon this volunteer ministry.
God Bless You,

(Matthew 10:29, 31, NIV)

Pastor Chuck

T h e M es s en g e r

Page 3

Mission Outreach Extends Thanks for Help
The Missions Outreach Committee
would like to thank everyone who participated in the Annual Baby Bottle
Boomerang. These funds stay with the
local Women’s Resource Center and
used for education and support of families needing assistance.
Our on-going Bless the Badge
campaign is still going strong. What
wonderful support we have been
blessed with. Each month Judy and
Penny restock our baskets with goodies

for local law and fire agencies. This lets
them know that they are prayed for and
appreciated.
Thank you to this wonderful and
generous congregation for the ongoing
support of the Mission Committee. Because of your support and prayers, we
are able to spread God's love to others.
In Christ's name,
Gigi Berol
MOC Chairperson

Help is Requested

New E-mail Addresses

During the summer months we all
enjoy those times with our families
spent at the lake or on vacation. Sometimes those activities make it difficult to
commit to volunteering at the Church
for Fellowship Time or the Nursery
without first checking your schedule.

Please take note of these new email addresses for your church staffmembers:

While you are home now reading
this, we hope you have a chance to
think about volunteering for either ministry and will call the Church Office at
(308)284-8455 to see if we can match
our available dates to your available
dates.
The Nursery needs caring
adults to watch our children and Fellowship Time allows fellow Christians
the opportunity to meet and communicate.
Your help is greatly appreciated.

ogallalaumceducation@gmail.com

Meetings This Month

Special Days in July



 Pastor Chuck Rager

ogallalaumcpastor@gmail.com
 Renee Meyer

 Vern Schimpf (Church Office)

ogallalaumc@gmail.com
 Newsletter Editor
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com
These new e-mail addresses are
effective immediately. Thanks for helping us stay in touch!

Board of Trustees on Wednesday, July 5, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, July 6, 5:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, July 19, 7:00 p.m.

“May we think of
freedom not as
the right to do as
we please but as
the opportunity
to do what is
right.”
~~Peter Marshall



Canada Day, July 1, 2017



U.S. Independence Day,
July 4, 2017
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
On June 11, four deserving
women were given recognition during the UMW Sunday service.
Marge Blaase was honored as the
Dedicated Light honoree. Janice
Cerny, Roberta Rager, and Vern
Schimpf received Special Mission
Recognition pins for their outstanding service. A contribution in the
name of the honoree is sent to missions for each of these awards.
Lisa Heinert was the special
speaker and her presentation was
very inspiring. Thank you Lisa!!
Also, a big thank you to all the
women who helped in any way with
the service.

Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

John and Shelia’s 50th Anniversary
Why Grandma Gave
One Sunday as she was getting
ready for church, a grandmother received a call from her daughter. “Can
you watch the kids while we’re out of
town next week?” the daughter asked.
Grandma was so thrilled she put an

extra $5 into the offering plate that
morning.
The next Sunday, after her three
young grandchildren had returned
home, she put in an extra $20.

T h e M es s en g e r

Page 5

An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
What is Gideon doing when the angel of the Lord
appears to him with God’s call to lead Israel’s fight
against the Midianites?
A. Threshing wheat
B. Harvesting grapes
C. Keeping sheep
D. Making a sacrifice to the Lord
Answer: A (See Judges 6:11.)
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Vacation Bible School 2017

“Created
by God…
...Built for
a Purpose”

T h e M es s en g e r
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Maker Fun Factory

During VBS,
the children
raised $250
for Heifer
International
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2017 Great Plains Annual Conference Report
Great Plains Annual Conference
was held in Grand Island June 8-10,
2017.

ence is deeply committed to enhancing
the vitality of each local church…” no
matter their size or location.

In his first episcopal address, our
new bishop, Reuben Saenz, laid out
five key factors for United Methodists in
Nebraska and Kansas to move forward
into the future.

The movement toward unity, prayer
and dialogue is in response to the Commission on the Way Forward from the
United Methodist General Conference.

The bishop’s key points include:
increasing the number and diversity of
small groups; reaching and teaching
young people in all places; moving toward a mutual ministry of clergy and
laity; moving toward
unity through prayer
and dialogue; and
developing a Great
Plains Culture of
Movement.
The bishop said
one-third of previous
small groups in our
Conference
have
been discontinued in
the past five years.
He challenged us to
experiment with offering varied spiritual
formation groups in
our congregation and
for the people in our community that are
not part of a church.
The move to reach and teach children came after Bishop Saenz asked
Conference attendees for a show of
hands whether they accepted Christ as
their Savior by age twelve or by age 20.
Most of us had by those ages. He also
pushed for greater school/church partnerships.
He said, “There is a crisis in public
education in both our states. When
Christian people come alongside our
schools, our teachers, principals and
the families of students, we proclaim
that the education of children is a Christian priority and a way to transition from
the world.”
Bishop Saenz said, “The Confer-

Each Conference has been assigned a week for coordinated prayer.
The Great Plains’ week will be September 3-9.
“The Culture of Movement will get
all laity and clergy of the Conference on
the same page,” he
said. “With a proper
framework to work
within, the Spirit will
lead us in the challenging time ahead of
us.”
One notable example
of “best practices” the
Bishop shared from
his travels throughout
the Great Plains Conference was from our
own church. In fact,
he chose to speak of
his experience at
Ogallala UMC first.
The morning he and his wife, Maye,
attended our church, one of our teenage congregants was making a school
announcement. The bishop referred to
this outstanding example of supporting
our students and involving different
generations in each others’ lives. He
said our church “was filled with energy.”
In opening his first Great Plains Annual Conference Bishop Saenz asked
for Conference veterans to stand, and a
few in the group had been to 60 or
more Annual Conferences.
An Olathe, Kansas, native ordained
in the former Kansas East Conference,
the Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady, lead a

2017 Annual Conference report
continued on page 9

T h e M es s en g e r
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2017 Great Plains Annual Conference Report
thought-provoking workshop titled, “A
Problem of Magnitude: Worship in the
United Methodist Church.” Through
video clips from his surveys and interviews, Dr. Cady shared findings about
how to attract young people to church.
It was announced that our Conference raised $10,000 and filled thousands of kits for UMCOR.
Two votes of utmost interest taken
during the Conference resulted in: (1)
our three Conference Offices being
consolidated into one Great Plains Con-

ference Office in Topeka; and (2) the
decision to leave clergy insurance as it
is.
There were mission and ministry
reports, celebrations of new ordinands
and retirees, workshops on discipleship
and other Conference activities which
you can find on info.gp@brtapp.com.
Submitted by:
Jonnie Peterson
Lay Representative
to Annual Conference

Soap Box Derby Winners Headed to Akron
Emma Dickinson
and
her
brother,
Ethan, are Soap Box
Derby
champions!
Emma competes in
the Super Stock Division, and Ethan won
in the Stock Division.
On Sunday, June
18, Emma brought her
car to church and
shared a treasure of
information about her
experiences in the
Soap Box Derby.

If you have ideas, pictures or
articles to submit for the August,
2017, issue of The Messenger,
please have them turned in no later than Thursday, July 20, 2017.
Earlier submissions would definitely
be accepted and appreciated!

Thursday,
July 20

Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may email them directly to your newsletter
editor at:
ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

Your Church
Office will
be closed
on Tuesday,
July 4
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Maker Fun Factory — VBS 2017
I know I say this every year, but I personally think this year’s Vacation Bible
School was the best ever! During the
week we discovered that God not only
made us the way we are, but he built us
for a purpose, too!
The week was filled with many
exciting adventures! On Tuesday, Mountain Man Todd Peterson and his side kick
Ted Slagle taught us how to survive
Mountain-Man Style. His presentation
was complete with mountain-man sign
language and how to properly build a fire
without using matches!
On Wednesday, Roger and Judi Adkins, Al and Janice Cerny and Ginny Volberding taught the children all about water
bottle rockets and how to make film canister rockets. The event took place on the
site of the old Progress Elementary
School. Thank you, Jean Slagle, for helping to walk the children across the busy
streets.
I think the adults had just as
much fun as the kids!
On Thursday, our special event was
Cup Stacking by World Champion Cup
Stacker, Luree Copeland.
Timers and
cups were available for all!
And then on Friday, the weather was
nice enough to set up a Giant Water Slide
and Slip and Slide on the church lawn—
something we look forward to every year!
The morning wouldn’t be complete without a Pizza Hut Pizza Party Made possible by Ginny Volberding and Vern
Schimpf. No one left hungry! Thank you
so much to all of you!
I cannot begin to tell you how
thankful I am for all the people who
helped to make our VBS such a success!
Thank you Pastor Chuck Rager for leading us in opening and closing prayers.
Thank you to my husband Jeff, Todd,
Penny, & Tyler Benda, Ryan Holechek,
Liz Meyer, Shirley Knispel, Jeff Peterson
and Phyllis Reed for helping me decorate
our church for the event on Sunday.
A special thank you to Jennifer Coggins, Marge Blaase and Phyllis Reed for
helping to make registration go smoothly.
Thank you to all our teachers who devoted so much of their time to show God’s
love to each of the children. Karla Lawler
expertly led the music center each day!
Our Craft teachers, Lynn Paumer,
Michelle Walker, Katie Ellard and Haley
Nolde helped to create some of the cutest
crafts you’ve ever seen! Our game centers were led by Julie Neill and Jennice

Samuelson,
who put so
much
effort
into coming
up with some
of the most
creative fun
games
that
supported the
Bible Story of
each day!
And finally our story centers. Each
day the theme of the day was expertly
taught by our devoted volunteer teachers.
Pam McBride, Gabrielle Coviello and Haley Nolde, thank you so much for making
our stories come to life and memorable
each day! What a wonderful week it was!
A special thank you needs to go
out to ladies who stepped up and filled a
need in the kitchen, The children were
well fed with not only goodies, but some
of the cutest, most creative goodies
you’ve ever seen! Some of the children
even picked the snack center as their favorite part of VBS this year! The ladies
expertly cleaned up the spills and the faces and hands as only the touch of an honorary Grandma could do. Thank you
Shirley Rankin for leading and organizing
the team. Thank you to Mona Radcliffe,
Shirley Bassett, Teresa Davis, Shalee
Krajewski and Sharon Samp.
Thank you, also, to all of you who
donated food and funding for our event!
You are very much appreciated!
Thank you to the youth who
helped to support our VBS during the
week. They worked tirelessly to lead our
children—solving problems with kindness
and maturity far beyond their years. Our
youth have bright futures! It’s refreshing
to watch. They have become not only a
blessing, but an inspiration to me. Thank
you teens! You are a joy to work with!
One more thank you to Ginny
and Vern and Pastor Chuck for all the
support you gave us during VBS! It’s
such a joy working with you!
All in all, the week was filled with
wonderful memories that I’m sure the children and I will cherish for years to come!
Thank you so much for all your help and
support!
In His Service,
Renee Meyer
Christian Education Director
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July 2

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ted & Jean Slagle, Don & Shirley Bassett
Penny Benda
????
Kaden Walker
Bea Hatch
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda, Shawn Haney

July 9

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Doug & Linda Fuller, L.D. & Sherri Walker
Chuck & Nancy Graff
????
Abigayle Bassett
Penny Benda
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

July 16

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Bev Johnson, Jim & LeAnn Ayres
Rose & Ryan Holechek
Shalee Krajewski
Jamie Biel
Carmen Troxel
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

July 23

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken Hagge, Ken & Edna Meyer
????
????
Elliot Pickering
Jonnie Peterson
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

July 30

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Jim& Becky Plate, Herb & Karen Knudsen
Mick Nichols & Phyllis Reed
????
Jasmine Biel
Ginny Steinke
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel, Parker Reil,
Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

Aug. 6

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Norm & Rhonda Duba, Cliff & Shirley Knispel
Nenstiel family
????
Jack Rezac
Bea Hatch
Group 10: Sharen Terry, Cena Graves,
Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill, Dave Baltzell

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

P.O. Box 916
421 North Spruce Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
Fax: (308)284-4975
Parsonage: (308)284-0137
E-mail addresses
Church Office: ogallalaumc@gmail.com
Renee: ogallalaumceducation@gmail.com
Pastor Chuck: ogallalaumcpastor@gmail.com
Newsletter: ogallalaumcnews@gmail.com

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

INDEPENDENCE DAY LESSONS FOR CHURCH LIFE
• Return to the basics — On July 4 we commemorate the origins of
our country. In terms of faith, we also periodically need to hear
again the foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites and, of
course, Jesus.
• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom Christ has set us free
… do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV).
We strive as citizens to preserve and live out our national
freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live gladly in
the freedom of salvation and share that gift with others.
• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for picnics, parades and
other community gatherings. Similarly, the church is nourished
by coming together for worship, meals and other special events.
• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks brighten the sky with
light and color, the church is called to display the Gospel’s unique
light in a dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek word for
power — as in, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you” (Acts 1:8) — share a root. Through God’s power in us, we
share Jesus — dynamically! — with others.

~~Heidi Mann

