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Information about
the Furnace Fund

Tuesday, May 30-Friday, June 2, 2017
from 9:00 A.M.-12:00 noon
Doors will open at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday for early registration.
Suggested donation for the program is $7 per student
or $10 per family.
Parents and family are invited to come at 11:45 a.m. on Friday
for the closing program.
If you would like to pre-register, pick up a registration form at the Church Office.
For more information, call Renee at (308)284-8455.
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Christian
Symbols

“I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins have been
forgiven on account of his name.” 1 John 2:12
Easter Sunday has been celebrated but the Easter celebration continues. Easter Sunday is the first Sunday of Easter, and the Easter season continues through May 28th, the Seventh Sunday of Easter.

“Agnus Dei”
The Agnus Dei — Latin for
“Lamb of God” — seated
on a book (perhaps the
Lamb’s Book of Life,
Revelation 13:8),
symbolizes the final
judgment. The seven seals
shown in the image align
with the seven attributes
that Christ is worthy to
receive, according to praises
around the heavenly
throne: “Worthy is the
Lamb, who was slain, to
receive power and wealth
and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and
praise!” (Revelation 5:12,
NIV).

During this Easter Season we rejoice that Jesus was raised from the
dead, and we also give thanks for the offer of new life that is extended to all
through Him, our Risen Lord and Savior.
Likewise. we are humbled and grateful that Jesus died on the cross
and paid the price for our sins. We can confess our sins and accept God’s
grace and forgiveness and live with confidence that indeed “our sins have
been forgiven on account of his name”.
Now that does not give us latitude to sin freely and say that our sins are
forgiven. Once we accept Jesus as Lord and accept his grace and forgiveness, we endeavor to live according to His will and His way in gratitude for
the forgiveness we have received. Our past sins are forgiven and the debt has
been paid.
Let us strive each day to live with thanksgiving for the grace, love and
life we know through Jesus Christ.
See Me Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Did you know that. . . .Ogallala
First United Methodist Church is
part of the Great Plains Conference
of United Methodist Churches. The
Great Plains Conference consists of
all the United Methodist Churches in
Kansas and Nebraska.
Did you know that. . . .the Great
Plains Conference of The United
Methodist Churches awarded approximately $12,000 in financial assistance directly to families impacted by the fires last month near Lake
Mac?
We can be proud of our church,
our conference and the assistance

provided to fire victims.
Rev. Chuck Rager

Confirmation Sunday 2017
On Sunday, May 21, 2017,
members of the Confirmation Class
of 2017 will be received into the
membership of Ogallala First United
Methodist Church.
Confirmands
and their families will be guests for
breakfast in Fellowship Hall at 8:00
a.m., and they will be confirmed at
the 9:00 worship service.

The rite of Confirmation serves
as a spiritual milestone, when young
adults affirm their faith in the promises made at their baptism and
begin embracing a life of discipleship with a sense of purpose.

Meetings This Month

Special Days in May



Board of
Wednesday,
p.m.



Finance
Committee
on
Thursday, May 4, 5:00 p.m.



Future Needs Committee on
Thursday, May 4, 7:00 p.m.



Trustees on
May 3, 7:00

Administrative Council on
Wednesday, May 17, 7:00
p.m.



National Day of Prayer, May
4, 2017



Mother’s Day, May 14, 2017



Armed Forces Day, May 20,
2017



Confirmation Sunday, May
21, 2017



Victoria Day (Canada), May
22, 2017



Ascension, May 25, 2017



Memorial Day, May 29, 2017

Thank You
for your service!
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
On May 6, 1975, a tornado severely damaged First United Methodist Church at 69th and Cass
street in Omaha. The Seekers Circle of that First United Methodist
Church pledged $25,000 toward repairs and then thought—”That is a
lot of brownies to bake! There has
to be another way to raise that
amount of money.”

United Methodist Women
May meetings

UMW General
Thursday, May 11
12:00 noon—Potluck
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
No meeting
See you in September!
Circle 3
Thursday, May 18
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, May 15
6:00 pm
“Potluck” or “Eat Out”

11, following our potluck dinner at
noon in Fellowship Hall. Please
plan to attend.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

“My Cup Runneth Over” was the
solution to raise the money. This is
a cookbook with “better batter and
things that matter.” This will be topic of the program on Thursday, May
“Faith is like Wi-Fi: It’s invisible, but it has the power to connect you to what you need.”
~~Unknown

“Your children will become what you are, so be what you want them to be.”
~~David Bly

“If evolution really works, how come mothers only have two hands?”
~~Milton Berlet

Just for Fun — the “In” Crowd
I have been in many places, but I
have never been in Kahoots. Apparently, you can’t go alone. You have to be
in Kahoots with someone.
I’ve also never been in Cognito. I
hear no one ever recognizes you there.
I have, however, been in Sane.
They don’t have an airport; you have to

be driven there. I have made several
trips there, thanks to my children,
friends, family and work.
I would like to go to Conclusions,
but you have to jump, and I’m not too
much on physical activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt. That is
a sad place to go, and I try not to visit
there too often.
I’ve been in Flexible, but only when
it was very important to stand firm.
Sometimes I’m in Capable, and I go
there more often as I’m getting older.
One of my favorite places to be is in
Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin
flowing and pumps up the old heart! At
my age I need all the stimuli I can get!
~~Author Unknown,
contributed by Roberta Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Marriage Vow Renewal Ceremony
Have you been married for some
time now? Have you gained a greater
appreciation for the person that
you married? Have you a better
understanding of the true love
needed to make a marriage last?
Have you felt a desire to recommit yourself to your marriage and
your spouse? Have you experienced joy and celebration in
your marriage, and you want
celebrate
those
blessings?
Have you endured tough times
together, and you want to
acknowledge your spouse and God’s
presence that sustained you in those
challenges?

If you can answer yes to ANY of
these questions, you might want to participate in our Marriage Vow
Renewal Service on Friday,
July 7, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. at
Ogallala
United
Methodist
Church. Plan and mark your
calendars now.
Talk with your spouse, and if you
would like to participate in this
Marriage Vow Renewal Service, please visit with me. If you
have renewed your vows before,
you may still take part in this service and renew your love and commitment again.
Rev. Chuck Rager

Mother and Child
“I love you,”
said a great mother.
“I love you for what you are,
knowing so well what you are.
And I love you more yet, child,
deeper yet than ever, child,
for what you are going to be,
knowing so well you are going far,
knowing your great works are ahead,
ahead and beyond,
yonder and far over yet.”
~~Carl Sandburg

If you have ideas, pictures or
articles to submit for the June, 2017,
issue of The Messenger, please
have them turned in no later than
Friday, May 19, 2017. Earlier submissions would definitely be accepted and appreciated!
Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may email them directly to your newsletter
editor at:
umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net.
Thanks so much for your help!

Your Church
Office will
be closed
on Monday,
May 29
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An Activity Page for Younger People

The last day of
Sunday School
for this year
will be Sunday,
May 14.
See you in

A Bible Quiz
Acts 17 describes Paul speaking about God to
the people of Athens in front of — incredibly!
— a site that still exists. What is that site?
A.
B.
C.
D.

A. The Panathenaic Stadium
The Areopagus
The Acropolis and the Parthenon
The Temple of Hephaestus

Answer: B (See Acts 17:22.)

September!

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Blessing of the Animals
Animals can be witnesses to God’s
and the Church’s love, care, and concern for creation. When we recognize
our mutual interdependence with God’s
creatures, the Church’s witness of stewardship of creation can be strengthened.
Animals can be, for many persons,
an integral part of one’s daily life. The
companionship—and in some cases the
service—these animals provide can
make them a true part of a person’s life.
On Sunday, May 7, 2017, we will
have a Blessing of the Animals service at 1:00 p.m. on the front lawn of
the church. Please know you are invited to bring your special animal to this
service. I ask that you please take adequate steps to insure the security of
your special friend and the security of
others. Leashes, proper cages, harnesses, etc., are requested as appropriate. Please bring your own lawn chair
as well.

Once the service is over, I sincerely
hope you will make acquaintance with
the other persons and special friends
that are present. Cameras are welcome. If you do not have an animal to
bring, you are still invited to come and
participate in the church family event.
Bring your lawn chair and enjoy God’s
creation.
I hope to see you Sunday, May 7,
at 1:00 p.m. on the front lawn for our
Blessing of the Animals service.
Rev. Chuck Rager

New Acolyte Robes Are Debuted
Brand new acolyte robes were
worn for the first time during worship
service on Easter Sunday morning,
April 16, 2017. Andrea and Abigayle
Bassett were the lucky girls who got
to try the robes out first!
Four new acolyte robes were purchased in varying sizes, thanks to a
generous gift from the Saturday morning men’s group, the Cowboy Capitol
Consultants. Thanks, guys!
Prior to the purchase of these
new robes, the acolytes had been
wearing robes that were—best
guess—about fifty-some years old.
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Southwest Nebraska Handbell Festival
On Saturday, March 11th, five representatives of the Sacred Sounds
Handbill Choir from Ogallala's First
United Methodist Church traveled to
Imperial, Nebraska, to participate in the "first ever" Southwest Nebraska Hand Bell
Festival.

use a wide variety of ringing techniques, such as mallets, rotating bells to
change the sound of a long sustained
note at the end of a piece, and how to
use a wood dowel in the
"singing bells" technique to
bring out different sounds
from the bells.

Some forty-five ringers
from seven area churches participated in the day-long festival, which included approximately six hours of rehearsals,
followed by an hour-long concert of
ten songs. Mr. Joel Grosbach served
as the Festival Conductor.

After our arrival we discovered that this event was part
of the year long celebration of
the 100th Anniversary of Zion
Lutheran Church in Imperial,
but there were so many participants
that the event had to be moved from
Zion Lutheran to St. Patrick's Parish
Hall in Imperial.

Our ringers joked that the music
appeared to be like the composer took
a lot of ink and just poured it all over the
sheet of paper! But, it ended up being
a wonderful and beautiful music concert. It helped our ringers to learn and

A standing room only crowd of over
100 people gathered to hear the concert, and the Sacred Sounds Handbell
Choir was very proud to have been a
part of this experience.

If you like music, fellowship and praising God, Sacred Sounds Handbell Choir
could use your help! Need more information? Please call the Church Office
(284-8455) or director Vance Nelson (284-1115).

T h e Me s s e n g e r

Easter Sunday 2017 at Ogallala First
United Methodist Church
The Sacrament of
Baptism was a special
feature during worship on
Easter Sunday.
Those
who were baptized were:
Jonathan William Heinert
(son of Seth and Lisa
Heinert) and Milan Correa
Coggins
(daughter
of
Jenny Coggins). Milan is a
member of this year’s
Confirmation Class and will
be joining the church on
May 21, 2017.

New members joining the church on Easter Sunday were: (from left) Shawn and Dawn
Haney, sponsored by Bud and Twila Haney; Mary and Ryan Dickinson (with Emma and
Ethan), sponsored by Ted and Jean Slagle; Lisa and Seth Heinert (with David and Jonathan), sponsored by Gerold and Mona Radcliffe.
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The Easter Egg Hunt on April 16, 2017
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Bev Johnson, Jim & LeAnn Ayres
Bea & Dwight Hatch
Seth & Lisa Heinert
Elliott Pickering
Bea Hatch
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

May 14

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken & Edna Meyer, Jim & Becky Plate
????
Shalee Krajewski
Jasmine Biel
Penny Benda
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen, Bud Haney,
L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

May 21

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
????
Courtney Berol, Dixie Neilsen
Jack Rezac
Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel
Parker Reil, Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

May 28

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Pastor Chuck & Roberta Rager
????
Jarrett Bassett
Carmen Troxel
Group 10: Fred Olmsted, Dave Sheldon,
Todd Neill, Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Cena Graves

June 4

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Buck & Judy Markussen, Roger & Judi Adkins
VBS Wrap-Up
Parker Catlin, Payton Catlin
Claudia Rhoades
Jonnie Peterson
Group 1: John Stulich, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women
Rose & Ryan Holechek
Andrea Bassett
Ginny Steinke
Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson

VBS Wrap-Up
Sunday

Confirmation
Sunday

May 7

UMW Sunday

June 11

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

When Diane Johnson was 13 her mother dropped
her off for the confirmation class at their church. Diane
arrived early and, not knowing where to wait for class to
begin, she wandered into the sanctuary. She did not have
good eyes, but she saw a stained glass window through
which the sun was casting a lovely light into the room. She
sat in a pew bathed by the light and she felt the warm rays
surrounding her body. Suddenly, she felt a distinct
presence. She had the feeling most of us get when another
person is nearby. She called out, “Is anyone here?” No
answer came.
Still, she was absolutely certain that she was not alone. Furthermore, the
certainty of the presence of someone else grew stronger and stronger. Her spirit
began to discern that she was experiencing the awesome presence of God.
Diane, who is now officially blind, considers that memorable occasion when she felt
the loving presence of the Holy Spirit to be the time of her conversion experience.
Furthermore, she soon came to understand that God was calling her into the
ministry. Today she serves a church in Wooster, Ohio.
Thinking about that unique day in the sanctuary so long ago, Diane says
that some may think the experience of a 13-year-old girl sounds silly. But, she goes
on to say, “The experience was real to me. My future and destiny changed in that
moment in time.”
~~East Ohio Today

