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“I love the Lord, for he
heard my voice; he heard my
cry for mercy. Because he
turned his ear to me, I will
call on him as long as I live.”

Christian
Symbols

“Hen”
The hen represents Jesus’
deep care and
compassion even for
those who killed
prophets God had sent to
them. “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem,” mourned
Jesus shortly before his
death. “How often
would I have gathered
your children together as
a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you
were not willing!”
(Matthew 23:37, ESV).

Psalm 116:1-2
The Psalmist reminds us here
that, when we call upon the Lord, the
Lord hears our voice. It may be that
we do not receive the response we
would like or that we do not receive
our response in the timely manner
we seek, BUT the Lord does hear
our voice. Sometimes, the thing we seek most is an attentive ear and a
caring presence. We always have that with the Lord. When we call upon the Lord, at any time and from any place, the Lord hears our voice
and is attentive to our pain and offers us love, compassion and guidance.
On the flip side of the coin, though, how well do we call upon the
Lord to give thanks and praise? When we have received a blessing, are
we diligent about calling upon the Lord and letting the Lord hear our
voice of thanksgiving and praise? These blessings can come in a multitude of ways. Did you experience the grandeur of creation when witnessing a breathtaking sunrise or sunset? Did you lift your voice of
praise to the Lord? Did you receive a visit or gesture of kindness from a
fellow follower of Jesus? Did you thank the Lord for that person’s presence in your life? Have you experienced God’s presence in some other
way or some other place? Did you lift your voice of gratitude to the
Lord?
The Psalmist says, “I will call on him as long as I live”. Indeed, let
us strive to call on the Lord at all times; bad times and good times. I believe the Lord will be pleased to hear from us.
See me Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Did you know that we participate in an Ecumenical Lenten season worship service? On the
WEDNESDAYS of Lent, starting
March 8, several of the churches in
Ogallala participate in a worship service at NOON at the Congregational
church right across from the Post
Office. Worship is at NOON, and
there is a lunch following the service.
Our Wednesday to lead the
service and provide the Lunch is
March 15. You are welcome to attend each and every Wednesday
and take part in these Ecumenical Lenten services AND stay for lunch, and
you are ESPECIALLY WELCOME to attend the March 15 service.
Pastor Chuck
A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, “Dear Lord, please don’t let
me be late! Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late!” As she was running and praying,
she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She got
up, brushed herself off, and started running again. As she ran, she again began to
pray, “Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late . . . . But please don’t shove me either!”
Thanks to Cena Graves

Meetings This Month


Board of
Wednesday,
p.m.



Finance
Committee
on
Thursday, March 2, 5:00 p.m.



Trustees on
March 1, 7:00

Administrative Council on
Wednesday, March 15, 7:00
p.m.

Relentless Prayers
Are you reluctant to bring the same
prayers to your heavenly Father over and
over? Maybe you don’t want to trouble God;
after all, he already knows what you’re going
to say. Plus, you’re not worthy to ask for
anything!
If those thoughts surround you, think
about Patrick, Ireland’s patron saint. At 16,
he was dragged from his home to be a
slave. Patrick tended sheep in the cold.
Hungry and miserable, he begged God for
mercy and deliverance.
In his Confessio, Patrick recalls praying
“a hundred times in the day and almost as
many at night.” Without ceasing, he told
God of his needs, wants, thanksgiving and
confession. And God heard his prayers!
Pray relentlessly. God is always listening!
~~MaryAnn Sundby

Ash Wednesday
marks the
beginning of the
Christian season
of Lent. In 2017,
Ash Wednesday
falls on March 1.
A worship service
to observe Ash
Wednesday will be
held at 6:00 p.m.
in the church
sanctuary.
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
The United Methodist Women will
focus on information from the 2017
Prayer Calendar at the monthly meetings. There is a lot of information to be
shared in this publication from the General Board of Global Ministries of the
United Methodist Church.
The prayer calendar is a celebration
of community, lifting up the lives and
work of missionaries around the
world. Children’s artwork, daily lectionary readings, testimonies from mission
personnel, holiday and special days are
listed. Mission personnel and places of

service are listed. United Methodist
Women institutions which includes Epworth Village at York NE, the United
Methodist Women staff and the General
Board of Global Ministries staff are
listed.
That is just some of the information
this publication includes. If you would
like to borrow this book and look
through it you are welcome, just get in
touch with me.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

United Methodist Women
March meetings

UMW General
Thursday, March 9
12:00 noon
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, March 23
9:00 am
(Rankin)
Circle 3
Thursday, March 16
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge

Gifts of Securities Help You and Your Church
A gift of appreciated securities is a tax effective way to make a gift to your
church or favorite charity. U.S. tax laws offer a triple benefit for gifts of securities
(stock, bonds and mutual funds) that have increased in value since purchase or acquisition. Tax benefits donors can receive include:
 Charitable income tax deduction,
 Avoidance of capital gains taxes, and
 Reduction of potential estate taxes.
For more information on how to make a planned gift to your church, please
contact your tax advisor or Anita Crisp, Executive Director of the Nebraska United
Methodist Foundation, at 877-495-5545.

Circle 5
Monday, March 20
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

If you have ideas, pictures or
articles to submit for the April, 2017,
issue of The Messenger, please
have them turned in no later than
Monday, March 20, 2017. Earlier
submissions would definitely be accepted and appreciated!

Newsletter Deadline
Monday, March 20

Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may email them directly to your newsletter
editor at:
umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net.
Thanks so much for your help!

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Preparations Underway for Spring FunFest 2017
12th Annual Spring FunFest
Keith County Fairgrounds
Saturday, April 29, 2017
7:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.
Plans are currently underway for
one of the biggest events of the year at
Ogallala First United Methodist Church.
The Spring FunFest has been happening for twelve years now and has become more than just a fundraiser. The
annual event is a community-wide celebration, a day of recognition, entertainment for the whole family and LOTS OF
FUN!
This year, The Waffleman will be
back to make a breakfast that will start
the day out with a bang! You won’t
want to miss his delicious waffles and
sausages before you step out to shop in
the various booths.

All you can eat 9” Belgium waffles
Waffleman Sausage
Fresh Whipped Cream
Butter and Six Syrups
Juice and Coffee
Serving from 7:00-11:00 A.M.
Adults, $6.50
Children (6-11), $4.00
Under age 5 FREE
For more information about tickets,
contact Jerry or Joan Speck (284-4119)

Other activities throughout the day
will include: an enormous garage sale,
country store, silent auction, plant sale,
bake sale, treasures and more, and a
petting zoo for kids of all ages!
Read on to discover some of the
ways that you might contribute or volunteer to help with the Spring FunFest this
year.

The BAKE SALE has been a popular and successful part of our FunFest.
Your willingness to make and donate
tempting baked products has made this
possible. Some of the baked items that
sell well include: pies, cakes (angel
food is especially popular), brownies,
bars, yeast breads, quick breads, cookies, coffee cakes, muffins, cinnamon
rolls.
There will be a signup sheet in
Hess Lounge in the near future. For
additional information, contact Barb
Nootz (284-4370) or Shirley Rankin
(284-4323).

With the annual FunFest coming up
at the end of April, it’s not too soon to
be thinking about all the great jams and
jellies, canned meats and special candies that our customers look for in the
COUNTRY STORE. Handcrafted items
such as birdhouses are popular, too, so
if any of you “crafty” people are so inclined, we will welcome whatever specialty you have to offer.
We have some beautiful dishcloths,
hot pads and other handmade items
remaining in our inventory from last
year and will be offering them again, as
well.
Please consider donating to the
Country Store. For information, contact
Jean Slagle (284-2130) or Bonnie Taylor (284-3212).

Here it is, time to be reminded
about the PLANT SALE at Fun
Fest. Last year we had a really nice
selection of houseplants, and we are
hoping for a good variety again this
year. If you have a plant that needs a
new home, we would love to have it. If
the plant needs some “sprucing up,”
please get it to us so we can care for
it. Please get in touch with Ramona
Upright at 284-4715 or Mona Radcliffe
at 284-4555.
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An Activity Page for Younger People

Spring
officially begins
on Monday,
March 20,
2017

A Bible Quiz
In John 4, Jesus talks with a woman about living
water. Where does that conversation take place?
Sychar
Samaria
Galilee
Jacob’s well

Answer: A, B, and D (See John 4:4-7ff.)

A.
B.
C.
D.

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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SONSHINE SINGERS
will rehearse on Friday,
March 10,
4:00-4:30 p.m.,
and sing in church on
Sunday, March 12
YOUTH GROUP will attend
Ash Wednesday worship
at 6:00 p.m. on March 1
and hold a regular
meeting on Wednesday,
March 15, at 7:00 P.M.
in Fellowship Hall.

Scholarship Application Deadline Is Nearing
It’s time for the high school seniors,
and those already in college, to begin
thinking about scholarship applications.
Ogallala United Methodist Church offers
three scholarships, due to the generosity of several former and current members:
1) The Dowling Family Scholarship
is given in loving memory by the Phil
and Betty Dowling family. Mr. and Mrs.
Dowling were long time Ogallala residents and faithful members of the Ogallala UMC who believed in supporting
area youth and their community.
2) The Draucker Family Scholarship Fund was established by the
Draucker family of Ogallala. The purpose of the Fund is to provide financial
assistance for members of the Ogallala
UMC who wish to further their education following graduation from high
school.
3) The Haggard-Samp Scholarship
was started and dedicated to the
memory of Marge Haggard from the
Haggard family, and in honor and
memory of Rod Samp, by Rod's family
in 2003. Combining the assets provided a scholarship to be offered each
year to an Ogallala UMC high school
graduate.

To receive these scholarships, the
applicant must be a member of the
Ogallala UMC. The recipient may be a
graduating high school senior or a student already attending a postsecondary school or any adult (of any
age) who is enrolled, or planning to enroll, as a full-time student during the
ensuing school year. Students who
receive the scholarship in one year are
eligible to apply in future years. Any
student may apply for all three scholarships by filling out just one form, but he/
she must apply to be considered.
Scholarship application forms are
available in the Church Office. The
deadline to submit your application
to the church office is Noon, Friday,
March 31, 2017. If you have questions
about the scholarships, please see Pastor Chuck or one of the committee
members.
2017 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Becky Plate, Chair
Pam McBride
Allen Cerny
LeAnn Ayres
Barb Jeffres
John York
Jennice Samuelson
Arlene Dahlgrin
Pete Peterson
Renee Meyer
Rev. Chuck Rager (does not vote)
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Giving Up Guilt
Rev. Greg Boyle, a Jesuit priest
who ministers to high-risk youth in Los
Angeles, once quipped, “I … don’t do
guilt. I gave it up for Lent years ago.”
Many Christians give up
something for Lent but
usually not guilt! Rather,
Lent is seen as a time to
somberly examine our
sinful nature.

It’s time to spring
forward!
Set your clocks
ahead one hour on
Saturday night,
March 11, so you’ll
be on time for
church on Sunday!

Having
witnessed
sin’s tragic effects through
addiction, violence and
gang
warfare,
Father
Boyle realizes that dwelling on guilt doesn’t lead to
hope or healing. Instead,

he helps young people discover their
God-given strengths and their ability to
make life-affirming choices. His nonprofit Homeboy Industries provides positive alternatives for teenagers, who are reminded
not of their guilt but of
their identity as God’s
beloved children.
On Good Friday, Jesus
conquered sin and death
so we don’t have to wallow in guilt. Giving our
lives to God frees us to
live in the joy of forgiveness.

A Sunday School teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five
and six year olds.
After explaining the commandment to “honor thy father and mother,” she asked, “Is
there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?”
Without missing a beat one little boy answered, “Thou Shalt not kill!”
~~another one from Cena Graves’ collection

The item reprinted below was featured in the March, 2017, issue of The Newsletter
Newsletter. Thanks for the recognition and support!!

ThheeMe
s s esns
g eern g e r
T
Me
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken Hagge, Jim & Becky Plate
Ryan & Rose Holechek
Dorie, Haley & Dani Nolde
Jackton Rezac
Carmen Troxel
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen, Bud Haney,
L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
????
????
Jarrett Bassett
Jonnie Peterson
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Parker Reil, Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

Mar. 19

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Bonnie Taylor, Doris Hickam
Rose & Ryan Holechek
Parker Catlin, Payton Catlin
Bea Hatch
Group 10: Fred Olmsted, Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill,
Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Cena Graves

Mar. 26

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Buck & Judy Markussen, Dennis & Teresa Davis
Jim & Dorothy Glenn
Pete & Jonnie Peterson
Andrea Bassett
Jonnie Peterson
Group 1: John Stulich, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger

Apr. 2

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Barbara Draucker, Lyle & Barbara Nootz
Dennis & Teresa Davis
????
Claudia Rhoades
Penny Benda
Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson

Apr. 9

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Roger & Judi Adkins, Brian & Claudia Stevenson
Lyle & Barbara Nootz
????
Kallie Eisenzimmer
Ginny Steinke
Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

First Sunday in
Lent

Mar. 5

Palm Sunday

Daylight Saving
Time Begins

Mar. 12

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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umcogallala@qwestoffice.net
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

