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Special Guests: Bob Ubank and Ima Delight
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Christian
Symbols
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W

henever we say the Apostles’ Creed (which we often
do in worship on the first Sunday of each month), we
say some phrases and words that we may or may
not fully absorb the meaning of when we say them.
For example; we say that we believe in the communion of
saints. I wanted to speak to that phrase and what it means.

“Aureole”
From the Latin for
“gold,” an aureole is a
golden image
symbolizing divinity and
supreme power. It’s used
sometimes in medieval
art to surround Mary and
the Christ Child, or Jesus
alone. The elongated or
almond-shaped form of
an aureole is called a
mandorla.

Communion comes from the Greek word koinonia, that means
fellowship. Saints means those that believe in Jesus Christ. Fellowship
can come in a variety of ways. Whenever we gather together as believers, we are able to have communion.
Holy Communion is special. The word Holy comes from a Greek
word, hagios, that means different. When we have Holy Communion
with the bread and juice, that communion is different than other types of
communion/fellowship that we have.
All that leads up to an invitation that is extended to you. You are
invited to a time of fun and fellowship on Sunday night, February 12. We
will have a Family Fun Night and play the Not-So-Newlywed Game. We
have five couples who will be the Not-So-Newlyweds and participate in
the game. You are invited to come and be a spectator, have snacks,
laugh and have fellowship with the other saints who will be here. Come
and have communion of saints (fellowship with other believers in Jesus
Christ) as we have our Family Fun Night on Sunday, February 12, at
6:00 P.M.
Shalom,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Did you know that Ogallala
United Methodist Church has scholarships available for persons working towards post-high school education? Application for a scholarship
is open to all ages and can be used
at most post-high school institutions
of higher learning. If you are a
member of Ogallala United Methodist Church and will be attending a
post-high school institution, you are
eligible to apply for a scholarship.
The Scholarship Committee
will meet in April to review applications and make decisions. If you
are interested in applying for a scholarship, get an application and turn it in to
the church office. The deadline to submit your application to the church
office is Noon, Friday, March 31, 2017.
Members of the 2017 Ogallala United Methodist Church Scholarship
Committee are:
Chairperson- Becky Plate
Pam McBride
Allen Cerny
LeAnn Ayres
Barb Jeffres
John York
Jennice Samuelson
Arlene Dahlgrin
Pete Peterson
Renee Meyer
Rev. Chuck Rager (does not vote)
We are truly blessed with funds that have been given for scholarships,
and we are thankful to the persons who have given these scholarship funds.

Meetings This Month


Board of Trustees on Wednesday, February 1, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, February 2, 5:00 p.m.



Memorials Committee on Monday, February 13, 5:30 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, February 15, 7:00
p.m.

Special Days






African-American History
Month
Boy Scout Sunday, February 5, 2017
Valentine’s Day, February
14, 2017
Presidents Day, February
20, 2017
Transfiguration of Our Lord,
February 26, 2017
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
There will soon be some new books
in the United Methodist Women’s section of the church library. A reading
plan for UMW is posted, however anyone is welcome to check out books
from the library.

United Methodist Women
February meetings
Prayer & Self-Denial
UMW General
Thursday, February 9
12:00 noon
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, February 23
9:00 am
(Schwasinger)
Circle 3
Thursday, February 16
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge

To participate in the UMW
Reading Program, a member is
encouraged to read books chosen from each of five categories:
Education for Mission;
Leadership Development;
Nurturing for Community;
Social Action; and Spiritual Growth. Each reader
may choose a plan to include five, ten, fifteen, or
twenty books to read in a
year.
A variety of books are available in
each of these categories. For those

who are more technologically-oriented,
most of the books are also available to
be read electronically.
Four UMW members received certificates for completing a reading plan in
2016.
Teresa Davis is the librarian and she does a great
job of “weeding” out old
books and having them
on display for anyone to
take and enjoy.
Our
church library is a nice
place to browse or just sit
and meditate; it is not
locked, so go on in anytime.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Birthday Thank You
I want to thank the members of
the Staff Pastor Parish Relations
Committee for providing the refreshments and hosting the fellowship time
in honor of my birthday. I also want to
thank everyone for the singing of
Happy Birthday and the birthday wishes. Thank you all very much.
Pastor Chuck

Circle 5
Monday, February 20
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

2017, issue of The Messenger,
please have them turned in no later than Friday, February 17, 2017.
Earlier submissions would definitely
be accepted and appreciated!

Friday, February 17.
If you have ideas, pictures or
articles to submit for the March,

Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may email them directly to your newsletter
editor at:
umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net.
Thanks so much for your help!

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Warm Hearts and Hands Coat Drive in 2017

Cold weather gear collected in Fellowship Hall to prepare for distribution

Our Missions Outreach 3rd Annual Warm Hearts & Hands coat and mitten
drive was a huge success, due to the generosity of our congregation and community.
We had several hundred items donated. What an incredible sight, seeing all of that
warmth in one spot!
We sorted items out by size and gender, then bagged them up. We separated
out the dress coats, and the Fine Arts groups will benefit from those. Our awardwinning Speech & Mock Trial teams will look extra sharp in those nice coats. As for
the rest of the items we received—from size 3 Toddler all the way up to 3X—warmth
will be spread to many. The Women's Resource Center, Head Start and all the grades
in the schools will be the recipients of your wonderful donations.
Thank you from all of us on the Missions Outreach Committee.

“Bless the Badge” Is New Missions Project
The Missions Outreach Committee, under the guidance of Pastor Chuck, will
begin a new Missions Project called "Bless the Badge." We want to show our support for those who wear a badge and selflessly take care of others. Our local Police,
Sheriff and Fire Departments put themselves out there at all times of the day and night
to help our community. We want to show that we support them and are praying for
them.
Our committee has delivered a refillable basket to each department with a card
attached letting them know that we are praying for their safety and are grateful for their
service. Once a month, we will refill the basket with assorted non-perishable goodies
(granola bars, peanuts, etc.). Our thoughts were that there are times when the
crew has to head out on a call and possibly go without eating. These items are things
they can take with them to sustain their energy as they serve our community. If you
would like to help our committee with this newest mission project, please contact Pastor Chuck or any MOC member.
Serving in Christ;
Gigi Berol
MOC Chairperson
“We cannot pray in love and live in hate and still think we are worshiping God.”
~~A.W. Tozer

“Patience with others is love, patience with self is hope, patience with God is faith.”
~~Adel Bestavros
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
What unique characteristic of the judge Ehud enabled him to outsmart King
Eglon of Moab, who had been oppressing ancient Israel?
He was left-handed.
He was blind
He was very fat.
He was exceedingly strong.

Answer: A (See Judges 3:12-26)

A.
B.
C.
D.

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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SONSHINE SINGERS
will rehearse on Friday,
February 10,
4:00-4:30 p.m.,
and sing in church on
Sunday, February 12
YOUTH GROUP
will meet on Wednesday,
February 1, and on
Wednesday, February 15,
at 7:00 P.M.
in Fellowship Hall.

“The Messenger” Needs You!!
“The Messenger” newsletter needs your help! The staff welcomes submission of ideas, photos and articles from all members and
friends of Ogallala First United Methodist Church.
 Deadline to submit articles or photos for
the March issue is Friday, February 17,
2017. Please submit all articles in written
form by bringing them to the Church Office or
by sending an e-mail to:
umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17

 One morning every month, our “crack” folding team gets together to prepare the newsletter for mailing. It’s a time of great fellowship, as
well as helping your church. Call the church
office or Karen (284-2204) to volunteer!
 Do you have pictures of church events —
past or present — that you would like to share
with your church family? Karen could use your
help with pictures for The Messenger, Renee
uses pictures on the website and the Church
History Committee is assembling pictures and
artifacts to help tell our church’s ongoing story.
Please share with the church office.
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In All His Glory

MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 20,

On the Sunday before Ash
Wednesday, many Christian churches celebrate the Transfiguration of
Our Lord. After telling his shocked,
uncomprehending disciples that he
would die and rise again, Jesus took
Peter, James and John up a mountain. Suddenly Jesus appeared to
be glowing! “He was transfigured
before them, and his face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became
white as light” (Matthew 17:2, ESV).
Moses and Elijah appeared, and

TAKE CARE….
In Jimmy Fallon’s first monologue as
host of NBC’s The Tonight Show, he expressed thanks to all past hosts. On an
occasion when he might have said, “And
now this stage is mine!” or “I’m delighted
to be counted among such greats,” instead he stated with deep humility, “I just
want to do the best I can and take care of
this show for a while.”
Take care of. That’s language not of
ownership but of stewardship. That’s the
language of Genesis 2:15 (NIV) — “The
LORD God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it.
What have we been called to “take
care of for a little while”? The earth, surely. Perhaps a congregation, a business, a
neighbor in need, a volunteer or an employee. A child, who may need less care
— or different forms of it — as time goes
on. We don’t own these people and
things. God invites us to be stewards of
them, to care for them, to use wisely and
value these precious gifts … and someday, to pass them on to others.

a voice said, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him” (verse 5). Jesus’ disciples fell to the ground, overcome
by fear. But Jesus touched them,
told them not to be afraid and led
them down the mountain.
The
disciples
witnessed
firsthand the glory and Godhood of
Jesus, who would soon die for the
sins of the world and rise again to
give us life.

ThheeMe
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Feb. 5

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Barbara Draucker, Lyle & Barbara Nootz
Roger & Judi Adkins
Pete & Jonnie Peterson
One service at 9:00 A.M.
Kaden Walker
Jonnie Peterson
Group 4: Roger Rankin, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Ken Meyer

Feb. 12

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Judy Cross, Don & Shirley Bassett
Marge Blaase, Norma Schrack
Kim & Jack Bassett
Jamie Biel
Ginny Steinke
Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda

Feb. 19

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Doug & Linda Fuller, L.D. & Sherri Walker
????
????
Elliot Pickering
Penny Benda
Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, John & Shelia Turner

Feb. 26

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Bev Johnson, Jim & LeAnn Ayres
Karen & Vance Nelson
Carmen Troxel
Jasmine Biel
Pastor Chuck Rager
Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Mar. 5

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Ken Hagge, Jim & Becky Plate
Ryan & Rose Holechek
????
Jackton Rezac
Carmen Troxel
Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen, Bud Haney,
L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Mar. 12

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
????
????
Jarrett Bassett
Jonnie Peterson
Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Parker Reil, Hunter Reil, Ryan Holechek

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
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God’s Conversation Hearts

Newsletter:

Pastor Chuck:

umcogallala@qwestoffice.net

umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Renee:

Church Office:

Parsonage: (308)284-0137

E-mail addresses

(308)284-4975
Fax:

69153
Ogallala, NE

Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456

421 North Spruce Street

P.O. Box 916

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more
than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you — or to
teach a child — of the greatest love of all: God’s love for us, which empowers
our love for others.
For example:
• TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people might
have everlasting life? (John 3:16).
• MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can
snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).
• FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).
• LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke
10:27).
• TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and
for eternal life (John 14:1-3).
• SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).
• BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).
• CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in
prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).
• FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John
15:13) — precisely what Jesus did.
• #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

