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We’ll be taking a culinary tour of the country and the
world.
You may choose which delights you’d like to sample!
Free-will donations will be accepted to benefit a designated mission.

For more information, contact Renee
at 284-8455 or (308)289-5421.
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Christian
Symbols

“Ship”
The Christian church has
long been symbolized by
a ship. While the Old
Testament tells of Noah’s
ark preserving righteous
people during the flood,
the New Testament
recounts Jesus calming
the storm that battered
the disciples’ fishing boat.
St. Ambrose described the
church as a ship with the
cross as its mast, and
others have compared
salvation to being drawn
out of the sea of death
into the safety of the
church (ship). Indeed,
many large churches are
constructed to represent
a big boat, with the main
worship space called the
nave — Latin for ship.

T

here is an old song that
was well done by the trio
known as Peter, Paul and
Mary called, “Where Have
All the Flowers Gone?” It is a song
that not only asks that rhetorical question but a few more as well.
As I write this (type this, actually), we can ask ourselves, ‘Where Has the
Summer Gone?” Memorial Day, July Fourth and other summer staples are all
in our rear view vision. It is my hope that summer has been good for you and
that you experienced joy in a variety of ways.
However, realistically, we acknowledge that not all that has transpired in
the course of our lives this summer has been good. Some have lost loved
ones, some have experienced illness and surgery, and others have faced challenges in other forms.
The one thing that we have all shared is the presence and love of God in
all matter of things. That is the constant in our Christian faith. God never forgets us, God never abandons us. We may be hesitant to embrace God’s
care, but God is always there for us.
As we enter into the Fall season, I encourage you to take part in the life of
the church and the opportunities that are here to feel and share the faith and
community that is ours. You might want to be a part of the Sunday morning
Sunday School classes, the Tuesday morning Bible Study, the Senior High
Youth Group, the choir (vocal and bell), a United Methodist Women’s small
groups or any of the other of the multitude of opportunities that are present .
Don’t be left singing “Where Have All the Chances Gone?” to experience
and know the faith and community that is here at Ogallala First United Methodist Church.
See Me Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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A Bible Retirement Ceremony was held on Sunday,
August 7, at the Lindauer
farm. Following a brief memorial service, about 130
Bibles were buried with appropriate respect and ceremony.

Monday,
September 5.
2016
Meetings This Month

Join a Choir This Year



Finance Committee on Thursday, September 1, 5:00 p.m.



Future Needs Committee on
Thursday, September 1, 7:00
p.m.



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, September 7, 7:00 p.m.

 The Chancel Choir will be coming
back in September. They present
Special Music for the 9:00 worship
service on the first and third Sundays
of each month. Rehearsals begin at
8:00 a.m. on each of those Sundays.
Contact Scott Reffert if you’d like
more information.



Administrative Council
Wednesday, September
7:00 p.m.

on
21,

 Sacred Sounds Handbell Choir has
resumed rehearsals on Wednesdays
at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. Director Vance Nelson says, “We desperately need more ringers to fill in spots
where we are losing some!” Come
try your hand at ringing praises to the
Lord! The bell choir aims to play in
worship services at least once per
month.

Your Church Office
will be closed for
the holiday.
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
One of the significant ministries provided by the United Methodist Women
in our church is the serving of meals for
funerals and other special events.
There are six groups of women who
take turns to provide this service. If you
are not in a group and would like to help
with serving meals, please call Bonnie
Taylor at 284-3212. If you feel you are
no longer able to be included please
call Bonnie. If your name is not listed
as a member of one of these groups,
they may be calling to give you the opportunity to help by providing some of
the food or helping in the kitchen. Any
United Methodist Women
September meetings
UMW General
Thursday, September 8
12:00 noon
luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, September 22
9:00 am
(Steinke)
Circle 3
Thursday, September 15
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, September 19
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

help that you can give is greatly appreciated.
We have received an invitation from
the Alliance Methodist Women for a
luncheon at noon on September 7. The
guest speaker will be Edison Red
Nest. If you want to attend call (308)
762-5454.
The first meeting of the fall will be
September 8 in Fellowship Hall with
Pastor Rager providing a program and
Circle 5 hosting. Plan to attend.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Adult Studies to Begin in September
Did you know we have a Tuesday morning Bible Study? Well, we do! We
meet at 9 A.M. (on Tuesday mornings, of course) and will start on September 20. We
meet in the Fellowship Hall downstairs. This year, we will be covering First and
Second Corinthians.
These are some
scripture passages that are often quoted
and frequently misunderstood.
These
books are often sought out for the words
that are written about marriage, sex and
divorce, among other things.
You need not be a Bible scholar to
participate in this Bible study. There are
coffee, fellowship and laughter available;
so come and join us Tuesday mornings for
an hour together.
Did you know that we have a
Sunday School class for adults? Well, we
do! We meet after the first service, and we
gather in the Fellowship Hall downstairs.
We will start on Sunday September 18, this
year, and we will be using a book called “If God Has a Refrigerator, Your Picture Is on
It,” by James W. Moore. Books are available for you, so pick one up in Hess Lounge
and join us for Adult Sunday School.

“We must never allow September 11 to become a time for protest and division.
Instead, this day must remain a time for promoting peace and mutual respect.”
~~Archbishop Timothy Dolan

“I cannot endure to waste anything so precious as autumnal sunshine by staying in the house.”
~~Nathaniel Hawthorne

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Thank You!
Dear Friends,
We want to thank you all for the
beautiful cards, gifts, greetings and attendance at our open house for our
Golden Wedding Anniversary. We so
appreciate what life has given to
us. God has blessed us well.
Sincerely,
Jerry & Ginny Steinke

The Board of Trustees extends
thanks to all those persons whose generous contributions helped us to complete the air-conditioning project in the
balcony, Fellowship Hall and the kitchen. This improvement will make worship and other activities in the church
more comfortable for many years to
come.
Those who made free-will donations for the fresh corn giveaway on
Sunday morning also helped provide
the means for installing a dehumidifier
in Hess Lounge. Your Trustees also
thank you for this participation.
It is our intention to keep all areas
of our church as comfortable as possible to all who participate in any activities and use our facilities. Without your
help, none of this would be happening.
Thanks again!!

Thursday,
September 22, 2016

When obstacles arise in the course of life, United Methodists find a
way around, through or over!! When recent road construction projects
impeded traffic near the church, enterprising folks provided shuttle rides
to the church on Sunday morning.
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An Activity Page for Younger People

See the answer key on page 8.

A Bible Quiz
Which of the following sports does Paul use metaphorically to describe the
Christian life?
Fishing
Running a race
Boxing
Both B and C
All of the above

Answer: D (See 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.)

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Youth Group Reassembles for Fall
I know so many are sad to see
summer come to an end, but the great
news is that means it’s time for Youth
Group to kick off for the season!! Our
season is going to start off with a big
bang! We are going to meet on
Wednesday, September 21, at 6:30p.m.
to have a festive Back Yard Olympics
and barbecue, located at 103 Skyline
Drive. We hope you will come for burgers and hot dogs — and be ready to get
your Olympic games on!
We are very excited about the season and have lots of adventure
planned! All youth in 7th through12th
grades, come and join us for great fellowship and good fun! We will meet the
first and third Wednesday of every

month at 7:00 p.m. at the church, starting October 5. We hope to see you
there!
If you have any questions, do not
hesitate to call 308-249-5807.
God Bless
Jenn Tophoj
Youth Group Coordinator

Confirmation 2016-17
Confirmation classes start Wednesday, September 7, at 6:00 p.m. If you
have questions about Confirmation,
please contact Pastor Chuck.

SonShine Singers
will start up again in October!
Their first rehearsal will be
Friday, October 7, at 4:00 P.M.,
and they will perform in church
on Sunday, October 9.
All children from Kindergarten
age and up are encouraged to
come and sing with us!

If you know of young persons in
grade eight or above who want to be a
part of Confirmation, please let them
know that Confirmation classes are
starting September 7 and will meet on
the first Wednesday of each month.

 Summer is over. Time to officially remember what day of the week it is!
 “Labor Day is a glorious holiday because your child will be going back to school the
next day. It would have been called Independence Day, but that name was already
taken.” (Bill Dodds)
 Receiving new textbooks, one student to another: “Psst. How do you turn this thing
on?”
 Parent: “What did you learn today?” Kindergartner: “Not enough. I have to go back
tomorrow.”
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Making a Gift of Stocks or Bonds to Your Church
Donating appreciated securities,
including stocks or bonds, is an easy
and extremely tax-effective way for you
to make gifts to your church.
Benefits of making gifts of securities
Support our church and help it
achieve its mission
Avoid paying capital gains tax on
the sale of appreciated stock

Determining the value of your
charitable gift of stock
The value of a charitable gift of
stock is determined by calculating the
average between the high and low
stock price on the date of the gift. Mutual fund shares are valued using the
closing price for the fund on the date of
the gift.

Receive a charitable income tax
deduction
How to make a gift of securities
Please contact the Nebraska United
Methodist Foundation (NUMF) at 877495-5545 for instructions on how you
can transfer stock or bonds from your
brokerage or investment account to
your church. If you hold securities in
certificate form, you should also contact
the NUMF for instructions.

Answer Key for This
Month’s Puzzle

Questions
In addition to the NUMF, you may
ask questions or seek information from
your broker, bank or financial advisor.

Wednesday,
September 21

If you have ideas, pictures or
articles to submit for the October
issue of The Messenger, please
have them turned in no later than
Wednesday, September 21, 2016.
Earlier submissions would definitely
be welcomed and appreciated!
Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may email them directly to your newsletter
editor
at
umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net.
Thanks so much for your help!

ThheeMe
s s esns
g eern g e r
T
Me
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Sept. 4

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Barbara Draucker, Lyle & Barbara Nootz
Chuck & Roberta Rager
9:00 Carmen Troxel,
9:00 Ryder Smith
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson
9:00 Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Norm & Rhonda Duba
“Around the World” Dinner
One service at 9:00 A.M.
9:00 Pete & Jonnie Peterson
followed by Dinner around the World
9:00 Elliott Pickering
in Fellowship Hall
9:00 Jeff Meyer
9:00 Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

Sept. 18 Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Don & Shirley Bassett, Doug & Linda Fuller
Pete & Jonnie Peterson
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Ian Shaw
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 4: Pete Peterson, Phil Armstrong,
Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

Sept. 25 Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 L.D. & Sherri Walker, Bev Johnson
Gerold & Mona Radcliffe
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Ryder Smith
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda

Oct. 2

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Ken Hagge
John & Sheila Turner, Wendell & Ramona Upright
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Elliott Pickering
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Sheila Turner

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Jim & Becky Plate, Herb & Karen Knudsen
Heritage Sunday
One service at 9:00 A.M.
9:00 ? ? ? ?
followed by Heritage Sunday Dinner
9:00 Kaden Walker
and program at the Quality Inn
9:00 Teresa Davis
9:00 Group 7. Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

World
Communion

Sunday School
Classes Start

KickOff Sunday

Sept. 11 Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Heritage
Sunday

Oct. 9

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office. We have a current need for Children’s Moment providers and ushers.
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

During the Keith County
Fair and Parade, the Bassett
and
Walker
kids
sold
lemonade and chocolate
chip cookies to raise funds
for
Children’s
Hospital.
Taking free-will donations,
they were able to raise
$365.68.
Thanks for taking time to
do a good thing for a good
cause!

