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Vacation Bible School 2016 was an opportunity for young people to
learn about God’s love and build some lasting memories. There are more
adorable pictures on page 8 of this issue, or you may go to the church
website, www.methodistchurchogallala.com, to view and download lots
more of the cute snapshots.
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Christian
Symbols

I have an answer! The question was: “What is the proper way to
dispose of an old and/or torn Bible that has faithfully served its purpose
but now is in poor condition?” Perhaps you are one who has raised the
question to me, or maybe you have asked the question to yourself.

“Eagle”
Eagles came to symbolize
the Resurrection, thanks
to ancient legends that
they renewed their
youth, plumage or
eyesight by flying near
the sun, then diving into
water. The eagle's
upward movement made
it a symbol of Jesus'
ascension. John the
Evangelist is represented
by an eagle, for his
"soaring" description of
Christ's divinity. God's
care is likened to an eagle
in Bible verses such as
Exodus 19:4: "I bore you
on eagles' wings and
brought you
myself" (ESV).

Sunday evening, August 7, at 6:00 P.M. we will have a Bible Retirement Service at the Leta Lindauer farm. We will read some scripture,
pray and officially and respectfully retire those Bibles. It will resemble a
brief Memorial/Committal service. After the retirement service we will
gather on the lawn to have a fellowship time of refreshments. You are
invited to bring your old Bibles, a lawn chair for the fellowship time and
join us Sunday evening, August 7, at the Lindauer farm.
It would be very helpful to know prior to the event how many Bibles you wish to retire as part of the service. Please let me know and
mark your calendar.

God Bless,

Reverend Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Thank You from the
Rager Family
We want to say thank you to
everyone for your kind words and
cards that we received at the
passing of Mom, Retha (Rager)
Curry. Your compassion and
kindness are greatly appreciated.
Thank You.
The Rager Family

Meetings This Month


Board of Trustees on Wednesday, July 6, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, July 7, 5:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, July 20, 7:00 p.m.

As you look ahead and begin
marking your calendar for the fall
months, here are a couple of important events you won’t want to
miss:

 During the week of September
13-17, we will be taking pictures for a new Church Directory.

 Heritage

Sunday is scheduled
for October 9. We will be celebrating 130 years of Methodism is Ogallala and 65 years in
the current building.

Wednesday, July 20
If you have ideas, pictures or articles to submit for the August issue of
The Messenger, please have them
turned in no later than Wednesday,
July 20, 2016. Earlier submissions
would definitely be welcomed and appreciated!
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may e-mail them
directly to your newsletter editor at
umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net.

If you drop
your landline
and go to a
cell
only,
please let us
know in the
church office.
We want to
keep current on our telephone and contact information. If you change
phone numbers, please let
us know. Thanks.

“There are two freedoms — the false, where a man is free to do what he likes;
the true, where he is free to do what he ought.”
~~Charles Kingsley

Have a safe and
happy Fourth of
July! Your
Church Office
will be closed
for the holiday.
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
United Methodist Women’s Sunday
will be observed July 24. The service
will be remembering the life of Fanny
Crosby, who was an outstanding Methodist woman who composed thousands
of hymns and many poems. In spite of
being blind since infancy, Fanny rose to
the height of her field. If you would like
to hear more about Fanny Crosby and
sing her wonderful hymns, come to
church July 24.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Reaching Out with the Good Samaritan Fund
As we are in the midst of summer
and the increased traffic that comes through
Ogallala this time of year, I wanted to
mention something.
Did you know we have a fund in
Ogallala called the Good Samaritan Fund?

A Fund for
Travelers’ Aid

When we have travelers who come
to us and ask for assistance, we as a
community of Ogallala do have a process in
place to help them. Many of the churches
(including Ogallala United
Methodist
Church) contribute to this common fund
called the Good Samaritan Fund. Our
treasurer is the Ogallala Police Department.
If a person who is passing through
this area comes to us and seeks assistance,
we refer them to the Police Department. The Police then do a background check on
the individual to determine if that person is fleeing from the law and to also determine if
they are considered dangerous. After this background check is completed, the Police
department issues a “white card” to that person that says the background check is
completed and whether or not that person meets the criteria for help. The Police then
have the funds to help as they deem appropriate for things such as gas, a motel
voucher, a bus ticket, etc.
If for some reason that assistance is not sufficient to meet the traveler’s needs,
that individual can then go to area agencies such as churches, display their white card
and seek additional help. Many times, however, the basic needs can be satisfied at the
Police Department. This is a process put in place to help travelers and to safeguard
local citizens.
Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
Who said to the prophet Nathan, “I have sinned
against the LORD”?
A. Reuben, for selling Joseph into slavery
B. Jacob, for deceiving Isaac and stealing
his brother’s birthright
C. Rahab, a prostitute
D. David, considered Israel’s greatest king

Answer: D (See 2 Samuel 12:13)
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A Report from Great Plains Annual Conference
The theme of this year’s Annual
Conference was “Serving Christ Near
and Far.” The Conference began in
keeping with this theme. Bishop Scott
Jones and our Conference Lay Leader,
Courtney Fowler, delivered State of the
General Conference addresses on
opening day. General Conference was
held in Portland, Oregon, in May and
was a gathering of representatives from
Methodist conferences throughout the
world. Bishop Jones praised the Great
Plains clergy and laity delegates in
Portland for their involvement, both in
motions on the floor and ceremonies on
the stage at General Conference.

Retired Archbishop Elias
Chacour declared
himself a “proud
Palestinian” as he began
his teaching session at
the 2016 Annual
Conference session.

Bishop
Jones will be
leaving
as
bishop of the
Great Plains
Conference
after
twelve
years.
He
oversaw the
merger of the
Kansas East,
Kansas West
and Nebraska Conferences into the
Great Plains. In his farewell address,
he looked back at what had been done
during that time. Despite the large geography of the Conference, Bishop
Jones visited each church in our conference. He said it’s a 10½ hour drive from
the Conference office in Wichita to the
furthest regions of Nebraska. He noted
accomplishments, including the One
Event, a youth rally in Grand Island that
draws from throughout the Great Plains.
The bishop did note that we are
“behind the curve” in planting new
churches and revitalizing existing congregations. He added that the average
age of clergy in the Conference has
risen to 57, and more than half of the
churches have had no professions of
faith in the past year. Pastors, Jones
said, don’t talk enough about money to

their congregations, even though Jesus
mentions it more often than prayer in
the New Testament.
Bishop Jones left us with his call for
better spiritual and financial stewardship, but emphasized how much he
cares for the people of this Conference.
“I love you all,” he said, “and I will always love you.”
A highlight of Conference was the
teaching session by retired Archbishop
Elias Chacour. The Archbishop, who
speaks eleven languages, is 78 years
old. He spoke to us for over an hour
without use of notes or teleprompter.
He described
himself
as
“PalestinianArab-Israeli.”
He has lived
in the former
Palestine,
now
Israel,
his entire life
except for his
college years
in Paris. He
said, “I love all...I love the Jews, I love
the Palestinians. I love all of us with
our deficiencies, with our pluses and
minuses.”
After the Jews arrived in 1948 and
removed the people from the Archbishop’s village and destroyed their homes,
Chacour said his father never allowed
any of his children to think about using
violence to recuperate their rights. He
always told them, “If you use violence,
you will fall victim of violence.” Chacour
said, “My father was a man who believed in God and believed in human
beings.”
Chacour said, “We are citizens of
Israel. We never protest against the
existence of Israel. We protest against
the qualities of that existence. We want
“Annual Conference Report” continued
on page 6
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June 1-4, at Kansas Expocentre in Topeka, KS
to be full citizens. We want to be sharing the building up of this country with
the Jews.”
Chacour is the author of two books
— Blood Brothers and We Belong to
the Land. “When I sign my books,” he
said, “I sign them ‘God does not kill’ and
sign my name in Arabic, ‘and God is
love.’”
Our second conference speaker
was George Howard from the General
Board of Global Ministries. Howard
said there are “more and more missionaries in the world today.” He added
they are not just going out from the
United States, but they are “from everywhere going to everywhere.” Missionaries who have originated in other
countries have created a big shift in
mission work in recent years.
Howard showed the different models for building church-community partnerships, many involving health care.
These also include microfinance programs to help financial literacy education and small business development.
One of Bishop Jones’ goals in his
final year at Great Plains was to restore
Camp Comeca. The goal for this program was to raise $994,000. It was
announced that the goal has nearly
been reached. A celebration was held
to mark the achievements of the Camp
Comeca campaign.
Participants in Hispanic/Latino ministries from the Great Plains Conference urged other ministries in the
church to join forces to partner with
each other in support of the Spanishspeaking United Methodists throughout
Kansas and Nebraska. Corey Daniel
Godbey, Hispanic Ministry coordinator
for the Great Plains Conference, said,
“In order to open doors, shorten paths
and accelerate processes for Hispanic
Ministry it is important for other ministries to collaborate with the Hispanic-

Latino ministry as we collaborate with
them. It is vital for every congregation
to meet a mutual goal of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” He asked ministry
partners to pray regularly for ministry
leaders and to give their time and talent, as well as treasure, to the development and expansion of Hispanic-Latino
ministry in the Midwest.
The Conference included the commissioning of new pastors and interns,
honoring retirees, and a memorial service for late clergy and their spouses.
One of the highlights of Annual
Conference is the outstanding music
during the worship services throughout
the week. This year we worshiped to
rock and big band music. We were led
in worship by a Korean choir and a
wonderful, energetic choir led by African members of our Conference. Our
Conference youth led the final Conference music. The worship music was
high quality, eclectic and reflected the
Conference theme, “Serving Christ,
Near and Far.”
The Conference members voted on
a number of resolutions throughout the
week. You can access the information
about them by going to our website,
www.greatplainsumc.org, which will
also include the Conference treasurer’s
report.
Jonnie Peterson
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference

The opening worship
service of the 2016
Great Plains Annual
Conference featured the
last sermon by Scott J.
Jones as its bishop.
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More Fun Pictures of Vacation Bible School
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Judy Cross, Ted & Jean Slagle
Voloice & Beverly Schroder
9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil
9:00 Elliot Pickering
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

July 10

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Don & Shirley Bassett, Doug & Linda Fuller
Bonnie Taylor, Doris Hickam
9:00 Caroline Draucker, Rebekkah Draucker
9:00 Kaden Walker
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 4: Pete Peterson, Phil Armstrong,
Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

July 17

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 L.D. & Sherri Walker, Bev Johnson
Gwen Rezac
9:00 Collette & Grace VanBorkum
9:00 Jackton Rezac
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda

July 24

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women
9:00 Alyssa Odean,
9:00 Tyler Benda
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 United Methodist Women

July 31

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Jim & Becky Plate, Norm & Rhonda Duba
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Amy Dam
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Aug.7

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Herb & Karen Knudsen, Cliff & Shirlee Knispel
Ryan & Rose Holechek
9:00 Rebekkah Draucker, Caroline Draucker
9:00 Parker & Payton Catlin
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen, Bud Haney
L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

UMW Sunday

July 3

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

Destination Devotions
Planning a summer trip? Take along a Scripture passage befitting
your vacation to use for devotions and prayer time (all NIV below):
• In the mountains: “The mountains and hills will burst into song
before you” (Isaiah 55:12).
• At a lake, perhaps on a fishing trip: “They were casting a net into the
lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send
you out to fish for people’” (Matthew 4:18-19).
• Near an ocean or river: “Let the sea resound … let the rivers clap
their hands” (Psalm 98:7-8).
• In the desert: “They looked toward the desert, and there was the
glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud” (Exodus 16:10).
• In the woods: “Blessed is the one … whose delight is in the law of
the LORD …. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season” (Psalm 1:1-3).
• In the flatlands: “‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who
sent me …. I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for
harvest’” (John 4:34-35).
• On a “staycation” close to home: “Love the LORD your God ….
These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. … Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road ….
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates” (Deuteronomy 6:5-9).

