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Stewards for June 11 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Graduation Sunday  

Graduating seniors were honored on Sunday, May 1, 2016.  As a member of the Scholarship 

Committee, Janean Lindauer presented the Draucker Family Scholarship to Chase Coggins and the 

Dowling Family Scholarship to Chase Coggins and Katherine Draucker.  Those present for the service 

were:  Janean Lindauer, Chase Coggins. Megan Haggard, Haley Hansmeier, and Taylor Meier. 

SPECIAL FEATURE  

THIS MONTH 

HIGHLIGHTS 

FROM GENERAL 

CONFERENCE 

PAGES 5-8 

Confirmation Sunday 

Four new members were confirmed into membership of the church on Sunday, May 15, 

2016.  Pictured above are:  Dylon Ellard, Brennan Coviello, Pastor Chuck Rager, Addison Shaw and 

Rebekkah Draucker.                                                                                          (photos by Jeff Peterson) 



 

 

 

W OW!  There has been a 

LOT going on here at 

Ogallala United Method-

ist Church.  We honored the graduates,  we 

celebrated Confirmation,  we received new 

members,  we had a sing-a-long at Indian 

Hills and Wel-Cov, and now we are in Vaca-

tion Bible School mode. In the midst of this we 

have done something very important — we 

have experienced and we have shared God’s 

love and God’s grace.      

Not only have we gathered in worship 

here in Ogallala in person, but we have 

shared God’s love and grace beyond the 

walls of this church.  Each Sunday, we have a group of persons worshipping with 

us at Indian Hills and at Wel-Cov by way of our live streaming worship services.  

Not only there but at places far away, we have persons in worship with us.  Renee 

is able to track where people are watching our services, and we are amazed that 

we have viewers in Brazil, Italy, China, Canada, Germany, the Czech Republic, 

Kenya, Denmark and this past Sunday we had folks in Iran in worship with us.  

WOW!  

Our Youth Group has wrapped up another season and we certainly appre-

ciate Jen, Shalee and Jeff for leading that.  Our Sunday School classes have com-

pleted another great year, and our awesome leaders have shared God’s Word and 

God’s  love with many young persons.   

You are making all this possible through your participation and your sup-

port of the church.  Your financial gifts to the church make it possible for us to do 

ALL that we are doing to share God’s love and God’s grace with many people.  

Now, as we enter into summer I want to THANK you for staying faithful with your 

giving to the church.  Insurance premiums, utility bills and all other church ex-

penses do not take vacations so THANK YOU for staying faithful in your giving so 

that we are able to stay faithful in sharing the love and grace of God with many.   

See me Sunday, 

 

 

 

Rev. Chuck Rager 
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“Apple” 

Although Genesis 3 

doesn't identify the 

forbidden fruit eaten by 

Adam and Eve, it has 

traditionally been 

thought of and portrayed 

as an apple.  This may be 

because in Latin, "apple" 

and "evil" are the same 

word (malum).  An 

apple, then, often 

represents humanity's fall 

into sin.  When Christ is 

shown holding an apple, 

however, it symbolizes 

his conquest over sin and 

death.  “For as in Adam 

all die, so in Christ all will 

be made alive.”  

(1 Corinthians 15:22, NIV). 

Christian 

Symbols 

 

 

June 5 Greeters 9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker 
 Fellowship  Larry & Doris Keller, Larry & Shirley Schlem 
 Nursery 9:00 Rebekkah Draucker, Sharon Samp 
 Acolyte 9:00 Ryder Smith 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Ginny Steinke 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 9:  Buck Markussen,  
   Eric Troxel, Earl Schenck, Paul Catlin, Ryan Holechek  
 
June 12  Greeters 9:00 Barbara Jeffres, Dennis & Teresa Davis 
 Fellowship  Josh & Kristy Wendell 
 Nursery 9:00 Carmen Troxel,  
 Acolyte 9:00 Elliot Pickering 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Penny Benda 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 10:  Fred Olmsted, Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill, 
   Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Cena Graves 
  
June 19 Greeters 9:00 Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Jim & Le Ann Ayres 
 Fellowship  Cena Graves 
 Nursery 9:00 Katie Ellard, Haley Nolde 
 Acolyte 9:00 ? ? ? ? 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Carmen Troxel 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 1:  John Stulich, Lonnie Peters,  
   Draig Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger 
 
June 26 Greeters 9:00 Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Cena Graves 
 Fellowship  Bud & Twila Haney 
 Nursery 9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil 
 Acolyte 9:00 ? ? ? ? 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Jonnie Peterson   
 Ushers 9:00 Group 2:  Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,  
   Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck, Richard Johnson 
 
 
July 3 Greeters 9:00 Judy Cross, Ted & Jean Slagle 
 Fellowship  ? ? ? ? 
 Nursery 9:00 ? ? ? ? 
 Acolyte 9:00 ? ? ? ? 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 3:  Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,  
   Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright 
 
July 10 Greeters 9:00 Don& Shirley Bassett, Doug & Linda Fuller 
 Fellowship  Bonnie Taylor, Doris Hickam 
 Nursery 9:00 ? ? ? ? 
 Acolyte 9:00 ? ? ? ? 
 Children’s Moment 9:00 Ginny Steinke 
 Ushers 9:00 Group 4:  Pete Peterson, Phil Armstrong, 
   Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer 

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,  
please contact the church office.   
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STEWARDS FOR JUNE,  2016  

One service at 9:00 am, 

followed by potluck 
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First Day of 

Summer  

June 20, 2016 

A Bible Quiz 

A. 2 

B. 4 

C. 13 

D. 21 

Of the 66 books in the Protestant Bible, 39 have 
people’s names as titles.  Some names indicate the 
person credited as author — for example, Matthew; 
others name the book’s main character — such as 
Ruth.  How many books are written to the person 
named in the title? 

An Activity Page for Younger People 

Answer:  B (See 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; 

Titus 1:4; Philemon 1:1.) 

 

 

Baby Bottle Boomerang 

The Gift of Yourself 
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If you could only sense how im-

portant you are to the lives of those 

you meet; how important you can be 

to the people you may never even 

dream of. There is something of 

yourself that you leave at every 

meeting with another person.  

~~Fred Rogers  

Thank you to all of the choirs for 

the wonderful music over the winter 

months — and a huge thank you to 

our extremely  talented directors and 

musicians.  The music ministry is such 

an important part of our services.  And 

to the choir members — you are so 

appreciated! Not forgetting the parents 

who get the youth to Sunshine Sing-

ers!  Thank you all! 

We will be lining up special music 

for the summer months and would wel-

come you to sign up  and take 

part.  Please contact Karla Lawler or 

myself if you have names to add to the 

list.  We would love to have you.  We 

will be filling in Sundays from June 

through the first part of September. 

Blessings ! 

Sharon Samp 

Worship Committee Chair 

(308)289-6480 

Thanks for the Music 

Happy Fathers’ Day 

Sunday, June 19, 

2016 

 

Please remember to return the fund

-raiser baby bottles to the church by or 

before Fathers’ Day, June 19.  Funds 

raised will benefit the Women’s Re-

source Center in Ogallala. 

All bottles should be returned — 

whether filled or empty — because we 

will need them again next year.  Thanks 

so much for caring! 

Youth Group End-of-Season Bowling Party  

Wednesday May 4, 2016 Photos by Shalee Krajewski 



 

 

overwhelming, but much of it has been 

gotten rid of.  We look forward to hear-

ing from you and will be back for visits.  

In the meantime, we look forward to the 

Sunday Morning services via the inter-

net.  “We still see you on a weekly ba-

sis.”   

God Bless, 

  Mary and Larry Cumming 

7825 South 58th St   

Lincoln NE 68516   

We also contribute to Camp Nor-

wesca each year.  We will pay 50 per-

cent for each youth attending a church 

camp until the budgeted amount is 

reached   We hope some youth will be 

goin to camp this summer. 

Mona Radcliffe 

UMW President 

. . . to the following persons who worked and/or 

furnished food for the Pearl Hanson funeral luncheon 

on May 7, 2016: 

Edna Meyer Bonnie Taylor Shirley Rankin Marge Breece 

Mary Whittemore Phyllis Reed Marlene Kosmicki Darlene Peterson 

Evelyn Lovercheck Gwen Johnson Delpha Olmsted Lynn Paumer 

Judi Adkins Leann Ayres Claudia Stevenson Jennifer Tophoj 

Special thanks to Roger Rankin! 

Thank You . . . . 
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission 

The United Methodist Women are 

generous with local needs and other 

yearly contributions.  We send a dona-

tion to Epworth Village each year.  Be-

sides the donation we also collect 

dimes at each monthly meeting for the 

“Mister, Can You Spare a Dime?” pro-

ject at Epworth.  These dimes add up to 

ninety-plus dollars in a year. 

 

Thank you for the beautiful farewell 

service and the lovely reception.  Thank 

you, Pastor, for the leadership you give 

to the United Methodist Church family 

and all you have done for our family.  

This is an amazing church family, and 

we will never be able to replace the life-

long friendships and Christian love we 

have shared.  We wish all of you contin-

ued success and blessings in your min-

istry to the Ogallala community. 

We are getting unpacked and orga-

nized.  Forty years of “Stuff” is a bit 

“Thanks for the Memories. . . .” 

All UMW groups — the General unit 

and all circles — will be taking a break 

for the summer months and will begin 

meeting again in September.  

If you would like information about 

UMW or how to join a group, please 

contact the Church Office, Mona Rad-

cliffe or any UMW member. 

See you in September! 

“I believe that what we be-
come depends on what our fa-
thers teach us at odd moments, 
when they aren’t trying to 
teach us. We are formed by 
little scraps of wisdom.”  

~~Umberto Eco 
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TUESDAY 

JUNE 14, 

2016 

report to the church conference on the 

state of the church property, equipment, 

investments and resources; receive and 

administer all gifts, memorials, be-

quests and trusts; maintain adequate 

insurance for the properties; ensure that 

articles of incorporation are kept up to 

date; manage policies for use of church 

facility; and work in conjunction with the 

Pastor to help guide the work of the 

church custodian.   

When you consider the church, the 

parsonage, the tenant house and all 

property therein, being a Trustee is a 

BIG JOB.    

The members of our current Board 

of Trustees are: 

Phil Armstrong—Trustee Chair 

Judi Adkins—Trustee Treasurer 

Chris Snyder—Trustee Secretary 

Shirlee Knispel—Member 

Steve Shull—Member  

Larry Schlem—Member 

Ron Terry—Member 

Please thank the Trustees for all 

the responsibility they carry. 

Pastor Chuck Rager 

Did you know that The Board of 

Trustees is the legally representative 

body of the church?  If the church is 

involved in or takes action on any mat-

ter legally, that matter must be pursued 

by the Board of Trustees.  Thus, the 

Board of Trustees must have a quorum 

present when they meet or there cannot 

be a meeting held.  That specifically 

means that of the seven persons on the 

Board; there must be at least four pre-

sent for a meeting to be held.  

Now, what is the task of the Board 

of Trustees?  They oversee, maintain 

and supervise all local real property; 

Meet Your FUMC Board of Trustees 

One of the Silent Auction items at this year’s Spring FunFest was a 

“High Tea” served by Chris Snyder (photo, left).  Attending the tea 

on May 18 were: Dorothy Glenn, Judi Adkins, Sandy Iwan, Janet 

Koperski, Jo Teaford, Becky Plate, Mona Radcliffe, and Teresa 

Davis. (photos by Judi Adkins) 



 

 

Quick hits 

There were a few initial bugs to work through with the new electronic queuing system, and delegates had to go 

“old school” a few times by waving old-fashioned placards to get the presiding bishop’s attention, but the system was 

overall a success. 

When you are a bishop, you’re a bishop all the way – at least in the U.S. Term limits for United Methodist bish-

ops got strong support in a May 17 vote at General Conference 2016, but fell short of the two-thirds majority needed to 

change the church constitution, 482 in favor of term limits to 332 opposed. Some bishops outside the United States are 

already subject to term limits. 

Several petitions of interest to Hispanic-Latino United Methodists were passed. They included a resolution 

against the U.S. embargo of Cuba; requests for government support for people in the Puerto Rican island of Vieques 

who suffer from chemical pollution and a high rate of cancer that has been attributed to the U.S. Navy’s former use of the 

island as a bombing range; approval of a new strategy to work with Latin American autonomous churches; and a request 

for the liberation of Oscar López Rivera, a Puerto Rican nationalist and 

the longest-serving political prisoner in the Western Hemisphere, con-

victed in the United States in 1981 for  “seditious conspiracy.” 

A petition to withdraw denominational general agency member-

ship from the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice was passed, 

as was a second petition to remove language supporting the coalition 

from the Book of Resolutions. The United Methodist Church was a 

founding member of the organization in 1973, and the United Methodist 

Board of Church and Society and United Methodist Women are currently 

members.  

An amendment offered on May 20 during a General Conference 

debate on socially responsible investing that sought to divest from illegal 

settlements on occupied lands failed 559-167. But delegates adopted a 

petition on behalf of a Palestinian village, Wadi Foquin. Delegates chose 

not to add a fossil fuels investment screen for the United Methodist 

Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 

One Great Hour of Sharing will now be known as UMCOR Sun-

day. Offerings for the special Sunday, observed annually on the fourth 

Sunday of Lent, cover the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s overhead. Two other special Sundays, Women’s Min-

istry Sunday and Volunteer in Mission Awareness Sunday — both without offering — were approved as well. 

On May 19, The United Methodist Church sent new missionaries from 11 countries to serve in16 lands. The litur-

gy of commissioning was believed to be the first at a United Methodist General Conference. 

During the May 17 afternoon plenary, delegates approved calendar items related to the Asian American Lan-

guage Ministry Plan, the Pacific Islander Ministry Plan, the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry and the Korean Ministry 

Plan as well as Accessibility Grants for Churches and the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund. 

Deacons now have fewer hoops to jump through to request permission to administer sacraments. A petition 

passed that allows deacons to contact their resident bishop directly to ask for permission. Previously, the pastor-in-

charge or the district superintendent had to make the request on the deacon’s behalf. 

In a May 12 ceremony, before episcopal leaders from around the globe, Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce 

R. Ough was formally installed as president of the Council of Bishops. Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr., outgoing president of 

the Council of Bishops, “passed the gavel” to Ough. 

A petition calling for a mandatory vote of proposed legislation sent to General Conference was approved by a 

vote of 406 to 361. All petitions submitted to General  Conference “shall receive the vote of a legislative committee” and 

all petitions approved by legislative committees “shall receive a vote by the plenary session at that year’s General Con-

ference.” Considering how many petitions weren’t voted on before this General Conference ended, one wonders if 

GC2020 will need to last a month. 

 

Joey Butler is a multimedia editor/producer for United Methodist Communications. Contact him at news-

desk@umcom.org or 615-742-5470. 

This article is reprinted from the Great Plains Conference website.  See more at: http://www.greatplainsumc.org/

newsdetail/gc2016-wrap-up-farewell-portland-thanks-for-the-doughnuts-4843534. 

Marcel Sachou (kneeling) is commissioned as a 

mission-ary by Bishop John Yambasu May 19 atthe 

2016 United Methodist General Conference in Port-

land, Oregon.  
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Believe it or not, General Conference 2016 spent more than 

twice as much time debating a Rule of Order than the hot topic of human 

sexuality. After almost three days of considering an alternative method 

for discussing legislation, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative 

body referred its most difficult subject — sexuality — to a study commis-

sion and moved on to other matters. 

A move to adjourn at 6:30 every night meant no late-night ses-

sions and hopefully healthier, less stressed attendees. During 10 days in 

Portland, delegates passed an increased budget, celebrated a number 

of church milestones and voted to create a new version of the hymnal. 

Delegates vote ‘no’ on 44 

The first three days of General Conference offered a live 

demonstration of just how difficult following its rules of order can be as 

delegates wavered back and forth on using Rule 44, a proposed group-

discernment process to deal with particularly complicated and conten-

tious legislation such as sexuality. Ultimately, they voted against it. 

The Commission on General Conference recommended Rule 44 

at the request of the 2012 General Conference, which sought an alterna-

tive process to Robert’s Rules of Order for certain topics. 

Cold shower for sexuality debate 

Late afternoon May 18, delegates voted to accept the recommendation of the Council of Bishops to delay a de-

bate on homosexuality at this gathering of the denomination’s top legislative assembly and let a proposed commis-

sion study church regulations. 

“We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The United 

Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’ — to step back from attempts 

at legislative solutions and to intentionally seek God's will for the future,” 

said Council of Bishops president Bishop Bruce Ough in announcing 

the recommendation. 

The announcement came after news on social media that bish-

ops had been meeting with large-church pastors and representatives of 

special-interest groups to discuss possible resolutions to the debate. 

Delegates on both sides have mixed emotions to the decision to 

refer. The bishops’ proposal defused some of the tension, though advo-

cates for change held a handful of demonstrations that were largely not 

disruptive. 

The bishops suggested they might call a special General Con-

ference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such proposals, Ough 

said. Questions about that cost caused a blip during the May 19 after-

noon plenary session. 

However, the denomination’s top finance executive offers as-

surance that the church can pay for the bishops’ plan without altering 

the 2017-20 general church budget. 

The finance agency estimates a special General Conference session would cost $3.39 million for two days and 

$4.12 million for three days. To offset the cost, Moses Kumar recommends shortening the 2020 General Conference by 

the number of days used for any special General Conference session. 

Budget passes with slight increase 

General Conference delegates on May 20 approved a general church budget of $604 million for 2017-2020, a 

slight increase over the $603.1 million approved at the 2012 General Conference. It’s also an increase over the $599 

million budget proposed to the 2016 General Conference delegates, which would have been The United Methodist 

Church’s lowest in 16 years. 

Delegates pause for a moment of prayer following 

the morning discussion and expressions of confu-

sion in the May 12 plenary at the 2016 United Meth-

odist General Conference. From left are Vasylyna 

Babych from the Ukraine-Moldava Provisonal Con-

ference and Alexander Pererva and Alexandr Meini-

kov from the Southern Russia Provisonal Confer-

Supporters of full rights for LGBTQ persons in the 

life of The United Methodist Church, many with their 

mouths taped shut, stand outside the bar of the 

2016 United Methodist General Conference in Port-

land, Oregon, to symbolize the way LBGTQ people 

feel they are silenced by the church. Photo by Mike 

GC2016 wrap-up: Farewell, Portland. Thanks for the doughnuts. 
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Oppose mascots that demean Native Americans 

Delegates overwhelmingly approved a resolution calling on United Methodist agencies to raise awareness 

about the harm caused by sports teams that use mascots or symbols 

that disrespect Native Americans. The Discipleship Committee amend-

ed the petition, deleting language that would have called on United 

Methodist groups not to have meetings in cities that have sports teams 

with such mascots or symbols, which previous church resolutions con-

tained. 

Sand Creek Massacre recalled, lamented 

Concerns about legislation were set aside as delegates fo-

cused instead on a historic tragedy with deep Methodist involvement. 

The 1864 Sand Creek Massacre was the subject, and speakers includ-

ed a historian and descendants of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian 

survivors of the attack. 

Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky had joined 

the descendants in planning the event, the latest effort yet by The Unit-

ed Methodist Church to atone for the Sand Creek Massacre. “We’re 

here to listen and to tell the truth,” Stanovsky told delegates. 

“We now extend our hand in friendship to the Methodist 

Church,” said William Walks Along, a Northern Cheyenne descendent 

of massacre survivors. “We have developed a measure of trust, respect 

and honor for each other.” 

Judicial Council decisions 

Imposing a mandatory penalty during the “just resolution” process for a clergyperson admitting to committing a 

chargeable offense is unconstitutional, The United Methodist Church’s top court has ruled. A just resolution “can be an 

alternative way of handling chargeable offenses,” but the call “for a specific penalty in creating a just resolution is also 

unconstitutional as it denies the clergyperson the specific right to trial and appeal,” the council’s decision stated. 

The United Methodist Judicial Council May 19 ruled a proposed establishment of a United Methodist “Standing 

Committee on Strategy and Growth” funded by $20 million taken from denominational coffers was unconstitutional. The 

court’s decision noted that the amended petition did not include how the committee’s membership “is to be determined 

nor how the $20 million is to be spent,” adding that such a committee also “cannot dictate the duties, functions or re-

sponsibilities of the general agencies.”  

In a May 9 ruling, the Judicial Council declared that Plan UMC Revised, one of the proposed plans to realign the 

structure of The United Methodist Church, “contains components that fail the test of constitutionality and components 

that are, as stated, entirely constitutional.” Some of the constitutionality concerns were over issues of authority. Plan 

UMC Revised would have given new authority and power to the Connectional Table, a church coordinating body; rea-

ligned the general agencies and eliminated three commissions. Another potential problem was how Plan UMC Revised 

would have assigned “monitoring and reviewing” responsibility to the Connectional Table, since the constitution gives 

“general oversight” to the Council of Bishops. 

Stirring worship 

As the only time the entire global church is together every quadrennium, General Conference always features 

festive and moving worship services. The opening worship service began with a drum welcome from indigenous peo-

ples of the Pacific Northwest and a cacophony of “alleluias” in many languages. 

Every worship service featured sermons by United Methodist bishops, and a running theme for the event was to 

stay humble, serve others and be the church that Christ wants us to be. Chicago Area Bishop Sally Dyck urged United 

Methodists to do as Pope Francis said, Go; learn mercy. Sierra Leone Area Bishop John K. Yambasu issued a chal-

lenge “to dismantle the demons of all sorts of inequalities in our world.” Bishop Ivan M. Abrahams, top executive of the 

World Methodist Council, reminded delegates that Methodism was founded on a commitment to those on the margins. 

“Conference,” he asked, “is this still true for us today?” On the last day, Bishop Elaine Stanovsky reminded those attend-

ing that “we will not leave divided because God is not finished with us yet!” 

 

Representatives of the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

tribes are recognized May 18 at the 2016 United 

Methodist General Conference in Portland, Oregon, 

where delegates received a tutorial on the 1864 

Sand Creek Massacre, in which U.S. troops led by a 

Methodist preacher- turned-cavalry officer attacked 

unsuspecting Indians.  
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Presentations, celebrations 

General Conference 2016 celebrated a few notable milestones. 

They included the 60
th
 anniversary of the Methodist Church granting full 

clergy rights to women, the 200
th
 anniversary of Francis Asbury’s death, 

the 250
th
 anniversary of John Street Church in New York City, the 30

th
 

anniversary of DISCIPLE Bible Study, the upcoming 25
th
 anniversary of 

Africa University and a whole day dedicated to United Methodist Wom-

en, which will soon turn 150. 

The May 18 morning session celebrated the Imagine No Malar-

ia initiative launched in 2008. The 12-minute celebration debuted 

“Able,”  a song commissioned by Imagine No Malaria as a gift to United 

Methodists across the globe. Jeremy Rosado, a Top 12 contestant on 

“American Idol,” performed the song for more than 1,000 people attend-

ing the event. 

General Conference turned May 19 to a presentation and video 

on the Korean War and on efforts, including by United Methodists, to 

bring about peace and reconciliation on the Korean peninsula. Bishop 

Minerva Carcaño, presiding over the afternoon session, highlighted the small wooden Korean “peace crosses” that have 

been part of this General Conference, noting that they were made in the part of Korea where Wisconsin Area Bishop 

Hee-Soo Jung is from. 

United Methodists forged new relationships with the Moravian Church and the Uniting Church in Sweden as 

they marked Ecumenical Day on May 17. The United Methodist Church has approved a “full communion” agreement 

with the northern and southern provinces of the Moravian Church in North America that recognizes each other’s minis-

tries and encourages witness and mission work together. 

The 2016 General Conference marks the 40th anniversary of members of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Con-

ference being granted voting rights in the top legislative assembly of The United Methodist Church. Although recognized 

as a conference by the 1972 General Conference, Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference had voice but no vote until 

the 1976 General Conference, which also met in Portland. 

New hymnal project gets green light 

The United Methodist Church is on track to get its first new hymnal since 1989, and this one will be Internet-

cloud based and print-on-demand — the first high-tech hymnal for a mainline denomination. General Conference 

2016 approved on a consent calendar May 17 a petition authorizing the creation of a 15-member Hymnal Revision Com-

mittee. 

Central Conference issues 

Africa will get five more United Methodist bishops, but not before 2020. On May 16, delegates narrowly defeated 

an effort to add two bishops immediately, in Nigeria and in Zimbabwe. Instead, they favored the recommendation of the 

Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters to add five bishops after General Conference 2020. 

Delegates approved a petition to create new provisional central conferences in Rwanda and Southeast Asia/

Mongolia. 

During budget deliberations, delegates voted to add $5 million to double to $10 million the denomination’s Cen-

tral Conference Theological Education Fund, which supports United Methodist schools, pastors and pastors-in-training 

in Africa, Asia and Europe. 

For the first time, a member from outside the United States has been elected president of the Judicial Council. 

N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a lay member from Liberia, will lead the denomination’s top court for 2016-20. 

As Africa University approaches its 25th anniversary, delegates took a few moments May 16 to celebrate one of 

the denomination's high points. “The university matters because a relevant and holistic education generates a living leg-

acy that changes everything,” said Munashe Furusa, vice chancellor. “You and The United Methodist Church have an-

swered a call to witness through this transforming ministry.” 

A small group of Lumads — indigenous people of Southern Philippines who have been the target of cruelty for 

decades — attended General Conference and were featured in a video about their plight. 

Members of the Jefferson Dance Group help cele-

brate The United Methodist Church's Imagine No 

Malaria campaign May 18 at the 2016 United Meth-

odist General Conference. Photo by Paul Jeffrey, 
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