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Christian
Symbols

“Shield of the
Trinity”
This symbol consists of a
triangle with a circle at
each point, labeled in
Latin with the three
Persons of the Trinity;
Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. A circle in the
center is labeled God.
Six lines show the
relationships formed,
with inner lines marked
"is" and outer lines
marked "is not." The
resulting sign declares
that God is Father, God is
Son and God is Spirit, yet
the three Persons are not
the same.
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E

very four years
The United Methodist Church has a
global meeting that
is called General Conference. There
are delegates elected from around the
world to attend this meeting and discern and consider various issues, petitions and resolutions that can affect the work of the global church. Some of
the things that are discussed and voted on may become changes in our governing Book of Discipline that stipulate the policies of the church.
There is a General Conference this year and is scheduled to be held
May 10 through May 20 in Portland, Oregon. There are a number of issues to
be discussed this year that include — but are not limited to — the tenure of
Bishops; church budgets; missions programs and possible changes to the ordination process. However, the one topic that will likely garner more national attention and publicity than any other is the issue of human sexuality. There will
be extensive detail and attention given to the discussions held around that issue and great publicity concerning any votes that occur in relation to that topic.
I invite you to join me in prayer for all the delegates who have been
elected to participate in General Conference. I am praying for safe travel for all
persons, I am praying that all be guided by God’s presence and I am praying
for The United Methodist Church.

God Bless,

Pastor Chuck

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Graduation Sunday
The graduating class of 2016 will be
honored on Sunday, May 1. Graduates
and their families have been invited to
share breakfast in Fellowship Hall at
8:00 a.m.; then, they will be recognized
during the 9:00 a.m. worship service.
This year’s graduates to be honored include:
Chase Coggins

On Sunday, May 15, members of
the Confirmation Class of 2016 will be
received into the membership of Ogallala First United Methodist Church.
Confirmands and their families will be
guests for breakfast in Fellowship Hall
at 8:00 a.m., and they will be confirmed
at the 9:00 worship service.
This year’s Confirmands are:

Megan Haggard

Brennan Coviello

Haley Hansmeier

Rebekkah Draucker

Jayden Jaeger

Dylon Ellard

Celie Knudsen

Addision Shaw

Taylor Meier

The rite of Confirmation serves as a
spiritual milestone, when young adults
affirm their faith in the promises made
at their baptism and begin embracing a
life of discipleship with a sense of purpose.

Meetings This Month

Baby Bottle Boomerang



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, May4, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, May 5, 5:00 p.m.



Missions Outreach Committee
on Wednesday, May 11, 5:40
p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, May 18, 7:00 p.m.

Each year, your Missions Outreach
Committee sponsors the Baby Bottle
Boomerang fundraiser on behalf of the
Women’s Resource Center of Ogallala.
To participate, all you have to do is
take a baby bottle home, fill it with
coins, currency or a check and return it
to the church. Your gifts will benefit
young mothers and their babies in the
area.

Close to God
I can take my telescope and look
millions and millions of miles into space.
But I can lay it aside, go into my room,
shut the door, get down on my knees in
earnest prayer, and see more of heaven and get closer to God than I can assisted by all the telescopes and material
agencies on earth.
~~Isaac Newton

Distribution of the baby bottles will
begin on Mothers’ Day, May 8, and you
are asked to return the bottles (filled or
unfilled) by Fathers’ Day, June 19.

Sunday,
May 8, 2016
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
On May 12, the United Methodist Women will have a potluck in
Fellowship Hall at noon. This is a
good time for each member to fix up
their favorite recipe to share.

teresting facts about the Great
West. This will be the last meeting
until September.

Kay Alnor, the Great West District Superintendent, will be our special guest. She will tell us some in-

Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Thanks for all the work that has
been done so far in 2016.

Thank You . . . .
United Methodist Women
May meetings
UMW General
Thursday, May 12
12:00 noon
potluck luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
No meeting in May
See you in September
Circle 3
Thursday, May 19
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, May 16
6:00 pm
“Dining Out”

. . . to the following persons who worked and/or
furnished food for the Tuffy Barent funeral luncheon on
April 13, 2016:
Cena Graves

Jen Blackman

Shirlee Knispel

Mildred Zimmerman Mary Steinwart

Jonnie Peterson

Karen Powell

Sherri Walker
Judy Cross

Jan Haggard
Leann Ayres

Kim Peterson
Sharen Terry

Karon Holscher
Jane Ruppert

Monica Cherrington Ginny Volberding

A Fond Farewell to Larry and Mary Cumming
On Sunday, April 24, Ogallala
FUMC conducted a service of
farewell for long-time members
Larry and Mary Cumming. Larry
and Mary will be moving to Lincoln,
where they look forward to
spending time with children and
grandchildren.
We send our love and prayers
with Larry and Mary as they enter
this new phase in their lives.

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Mission Shares: What Are They?
All
local
United
Methodist
Churches are to contribute a portion
of our local budget to the Conference. For many years, when we
were a part of the Nebraska Annual
Conference, these funds were known
as Apportionments. One of the factors that affected how much a local
church was to pay was the number of
members that local church had. The
more members a church had meant
that church was
to pay more in
Apportionments.
The other factor
was the total sum
of
the
local
church’s adopted
budget.
Every
year each local
church adopts a
budget for the
next year, and
the larger the
local
church
budget, the larger
the amount that
church was to
pay in Apportionments.
Since we became part of the
Great Plains Conference with the
United Methodist Churches in Kansas, in 2014, a couple things have
changed. We now try to call them
Mission Shares instead of Apportionments. It is still money sent to
the Conference but just has a different label.
The other thing that has changed
is the formula that is used. The total
number of members in a local church
has no bearing on Mission Shares.
The size of the local church’s adopted budget is not a factor anymore,
either. Mission Shares are now cal-

culated on the local church income.
Our Conference Mission Shares in
2016 are 10 per cent of our 2014
general operating income. In 2017,
our Mission Share total will be 10
per cent of our 2015 general operating income.
We are also asked to contribute
one per cent of our church income to
Mission Agency Support. This one
per cent goes to
specific places,
such as Epworth
Village, the Urban Ministries of
Omaha and to
help fund a chaplain on campus
at
Nebraska
Wesleyan.
Thus, we contribute a total of
eleven per cent
of our general
operating income
to the Conference and Mission
Agency Support.
This formula has decreased the total
dollar amount that we are to pay in
Conference Mission Shares. To
illustrate this impact, let me give you
a couple of figures. In 2013, Ogallala United Methodist Church’s Mission Share/ Apportionment askings
from the Conference
totaled
$44,444. In 2016, our Total askings
for Mission shares and Mission
Agency Support is $28,757.
As you can see, this new formula
is much more affordable and easier
to calculate. This formula is also
much more understandable and does
not cause near as much anxiety.
Pastor Chuck
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
Which books of the Bible include an
account of Jesus’ ascension?
A. Luke and Acts
B. Matthew and Luke
C. Mark and John
D. All four gospels
Answer: A (See Luke 24:52 and Acts 1:9)

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, May 4, 2016
and
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

The SONSHINE SINGERS
have completed their season for

at 7:00 P.M.

this school year. Young sing-

All youth from 6th through 12th
grades are welcome!

ers are urged to watch for announcements when we start up
again in the Fall!

Looking Ahead
If you have anything to contribute for the June issue of The Messenger, please have it submitted
no later than Monday, May 23,
2016. Earlier submissions would
definitely be welcomed and appreciated!
Submissions may be made to
the Church Office, or you may send
them directly to your newsletter editor at this new email address:

umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net
Thanks so much for your
help!

As you look ahead and begin
marking your calendar, here are
a couple of important events you
won’t want to miss:

 During

the week of September 13-17, we will be taking
pictures for a new Church
Directory.

 Heritage

Sunday is scheduled for October 9. We will
be celebrating 130 years of
Methodism is Ogallala and 65
years in the current building.
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Your Disaster Response Team in Action
On Wednesday,, April 10, Claudia
Stevenson, Shane Volberding and I
took the Disaster Response Team trailer to the fire department’s wildfire training exercise at the Sportsmen Bay
parking lot at the lake. Once there, we
set up the awning and tables, got the
generator out and made coffee for the
firefighters. We provided water and
Gatorade and served lunch (provided
by the fire department).
There were eight instructors and
ten students in this course. The firefighters were from Ogallala, Paxton,
North Platte and McCook. We showed
the trailer to the firefighters and explained to them that it is available to
them (as well as the dive team) in case

May 15, 2016

they are called away to a major fire or
other disaster where they could be out
in the field for several days.
Sharon York, as a member of the
CERT team, participated in some of the
training exercises, like digging a fire
line.
We left with a greater appreciation
for all that the firefighters do. Special
thanks to Dave Baltzell for his vision to
organize the Disaster Response Team,
obtain a trailer and to stock it with items
that the firefighters and dive team could
use. And thanks again to Jim Persinger
for letting us store the trailer in his garage.
Jeff Peterson

T h e Me s s e n g e r

We’re excited about this year’s Vacation Bible School to be held May
31-June 3, 2016! This year’s program is all about catching the wave of God’s
Amazing Love at the “Surf Shack!” Join us on the beach for a week of fun
with the Son!
As the children participate in fun-filled activities, they are pointed directly to Jesus! We will have a great time with lively songs, hilarious skits, creative
crafts, exciting games, Bible Stories, tasty snacks, special events and a few
surprises that will make Vacation Bible School a memory that will last a lifetime!
Surf Shack VBS can be an inspirational and educational experience
for your children. The fun begins May 31 at 9:00 to noon! Doors open at 8:30
for early registration. Parents are invited to join us on Friday, June 3, at 11:45
for our closing program. Suggested donation for the program is $7 per student
or $10 per family.
We have chosen to support UMCOR this year as our mission project.
The children are encouraged to bring an offering each day that will be used to
put together flood buckets. More information about the buckets and the supplies needed to put one together yourself will be sent home with your child during VBS. If you would like to help with assembly of the project, or would like to
make a donation, please let me know.
I am still in need of teachers, guides, decorators, and help with VBS
preparations. I am also in need of Luau themed decorations, and surf boards
to be used to decorate our Sancturary.
For your convenience you can register your child or to volunteer online
at www.cokesburyvbs/UnitedMethodistChurchOgallala.com. Or feel free to
pick up a registration form at the Church Office. For any questions feel free to
call Renee at (308)284-8455.
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New Members and Baptism Add to Ogallala
United Methodist Church Family

Five new names were added to the official membership role on Sunday,
April 17. Pictured here, with their sponsors standing behind, are: (left to right)
Richard Long sponsored by Ryan Holechek; Caleb Johnson sponsored by Phil
Armstrong; Pam Abbott sponsored by Sharon York, Scott Johnson (back row,
third from right) sponsored by Roger and Shirley Rankin (at far right); Elizabeth Meyer sponsored by Janean Lindauer. Welcome to the folds!

Kinsley Elizabeth Hayford was baptized on April 17. She is pictured here with
her parents, Kelvin Hayford and Amy Leho Hayford and sponsors Jackie Sweet and
Kendall Hayford.
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Doug & Linda Fuller, L.D. & Sherri Walker
????
9:00 Barb Jeffres, Sally Pankonin
9:00 Tyler Benda
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 4: Larry Cumming, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

May 8

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Bev Johnson, Jim & Becky Plate
Gail Hayford
9:00 Roger & Shirley Rankin
9:00 Parker Catlin & Payton Catlin
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda

May 15

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
Penny Benda
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Mason Knudsen, Cedric Knudsen
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

May 22

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Cliff & Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
????
9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil
9:00 Tristan Lumpkin
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

May 29

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Buck & Judy Markussen, Milly Schwasinger
Charlie & Sally Pankonin
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Ian Shaw
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen,
Bud Haney, L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

June 5

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker
Larry & Doris Keller, Larry & Shirley Schlem
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00 Ryder Smith
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel,
Earl Schenck, Paul Catlin, Ryan Holechek

Mothers’ Day

May 1

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.

421 North Spruce

Ogallala, Nebraska

JUST FOR FUN!

P.O. Box 916
421 North Spruce Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
Fax: (308)284-4975
Parsonage: (308)284-0137
E-mail addresses
Church Office: umcogallala@qwestoffice.net
Renee: umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Pastor Chuck: umcogallala_pastor@qwestoffice.net
Newsletter: umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

