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Breakfast served from 7:00 - 10:30 A.M.
Biscuits & Gravy, Sausage, Eggs & Drink
Adults $6.00

Children 5-11 $4.00

Lunch served beginning at 11:00 A.M.
Pulled Pork Sandwiches & Cole Slaw

Looking for opportunities to help with the FunFest?
Check out the items on page 5 of this newsletter
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“Now What?”

Christian
Symbols

As you read this, Easter Sunday
is over. The Pageant has taken place,
lives have been enriched by either participating in the Pageant itself or by attending the service. Easter Sunday has occurred and we rejoiced in the Risen
Christ. The chancel was adorned with
beautiful Easter Lilies, wonderful songs
were sung, family and friends have gathered to worship and fellowship together.
Now what? What do we do now? Wait
for Christmas?
The early church and followers of
Jesus may have had that same thought after Jesus died on the cross and rose from
the dead.
Jesus said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has
set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

“Tau Rho”
The symbol of salvation
is composed of the Greek
letters tau (T) and rho
(P). It was first used in
ancient New Testament
manuscripts as an
abbreviation for the
Greek word for "cross."
The symbol also seems to
visually represent Jesus
on the cross.

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood before them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:7
-11)
What did the first apostles and the early church do after this significant time in
their lives had passed? They were busy doing what Jesus had instructed them to do.
They were active and effective witnesses to Jesus and his love, power and grace. The
story of Jesus spread throughout the world and has been handed down through the
generations to us today. They were busy serving Jesus and as a result their own lives
and the lives of countless others were touched by the love, life, joy and grace of Jesus.
For us, Easter Sunday has passed. It is a significant time in our lives as we
celebrate his resurrection. Now what? What should we do? If only we had a model to
follow.
Wait! We do! Hmmm.
I hope you see me Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Elise Avery Samuelson was baptized on Sunday, March 13. Her older sister,
Aubrey, is also a baptized member. On the same Sunday, her parents, Mike and Jennice Samuelson, became official members of the church family. We extend a hearty
welcome to all of the Samuelsons on behalf of the congregation of First United Methodist Church!

We draw people to Christ not by
loudly discrediting what they believe, not by telling them how wrong
they are and how right we are, but
by showing them a light that is so
lovely that they want with all their
hearts to know the source of it.
~~Madeleine L’Engle

Meetings This Month


Board of Trustees on Wednesday, April 6, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, April 7, 6:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, April 20, 7:00 p.m.

A Shepherd’s Role
While traveling in Iran, writer Eric
Bishop asked a villager about an earthen enclosure topped with dry thorns.
The man said sheep stayed in the
round space at night for safety. “What
are the thorns for?” Bishop asked. “If a
wolf tries to break in and attack the
sheep,” the man replied, “he’ll knock
against the thorns, and they’ll make a
noise, and the shepherd will wake up
and drive off the wolf.”
Pointing out the enclosure’s doorless entrance, Bishop asked why a
wolf wouldn’t just enter there. Because,
replied the villager, “that’s where the
shepherd sleeps; the shepherd is the
door.”
Suddenly Bishop understood why
in John 10 Jesus calls himself first the
door, or gate, for the sheep and then
the Good Shepherd. Because Jesus is
the shepherd, he’s also the door that
keeps us, his sheep, safe within his
care.
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
Every year the United Methodist
Women honor three deserving people
in our congregation with Special Mission Recognition pins. This year Mildred Zimmerman, Pete Peterson and
Phil Armstrong were honored.

in our congregation have received
these pins in past years and wear them
with pride!
Congratulations and thanks to our
honorees for all they do !
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

These pins are purchased, and the
money is donated to missions in the
names of the honorees. Many people

Thank You . . . .
. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished
food for the Lenten luncheon on March 24, 2016:

United Methodist Women
April meetings
UMW General
Thursday, April 14
12:00 noon
luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, April 28
9:00 am
(Rankin)
Circle 3
Thursday, April 21
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, April 18
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

Judy Cross
Judy Markussen
LaVerne Schimpf
Irene Harmonson
Ginny Steinke
Karen Powell
Sharen Terry
Teresa Davis

Maxine Kolste
Barbara Draucker
Roberta Dunkel
Sherri Walker
Charlotte Ruser
Mona Radcliffe
Shirlee Knispel
Milly Schwasinger

Sharon Samp
Pat Davis
Shirley Bassett
Bonnie Harris
Renee Meyer
Shirley Parks
Jane Terrell

Ferne Sutton
Betty Kupper
Janice Cerny
Dorothy Glenn
Doris Hickam

You Can Shop and Help Your Church, Too!
If you choose to shop at Safeway
you can also support our church. We made
Safeway Cards available in early 2015. You
get a card for five dollars in the church
office. You then go to Safeway, load the
card with money to be spent there. You
shop for groceries and pay with this card.
Safeway then sends us a check that is a
small percentage of the total dollars that
have been spent there and paid for with
these Safeway cards. You can add funds,
reload and reuse the same card continually.
It is a painless way to help our church.
Since we started this Safeway Giving
Card program in 2015, our church has
received $2,036.85.
If you choose to shop at Safeway
and want to help our church at the same time, stop in the office (8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
weekdays) and purchase a Safeway card for five dollars. Thank You!
Pastor Chuck

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Spring FunFest — Saturday, April 30
The 11th Annual Spring Fun Fest is
not only a fun event for friends and family it is a chance to serve your church*,
save money, contribute to a worthwhile
cause and eat wonderful foods.

April 30th, 2016
7:00 S.M. to 2:00 P.M.
From 7:00–10:30 a.m. – Breakfast
of biscuits and gravy, sausage, scrambled eggs and a drink for $6.00 for
adults and $4.00 for children 5 – 11.
Lunch is served at 11:00 a.m.
There will be: a huge Garage Sale a Bake Sale – a Plant Sale – the Country Store – Treasures and More
(Antiques and Collectibles) – a Silent
Auction featuring opportunities for travel, fishing, golf, and collectibles.

Bake Sale
Be thinking about what you would
like to make for our Bake Sale. We
needs lots of goodies! Pies, cookies,
bars, brownies, cakes, coffee cakes,
angel food cakes (without icing) muffins, breads, and rolls all sell well. The
kids like a bag of cookies.
We have sold out every year, so
let’s make this year even better than
ever! Sign up sheets will be available in
Hess Lounge soon.
Questions? Contact Barb Nootz
(284-4370) or Shirley Rankin (2844323).

Our Honored Guests this year will
be Certified Emergency Responders
*We are still in need of volunteers
to help serve breakfast and help with
clean-up at the end of the event. Dennis and Teresa have placed a sign-up
sheet in Hess Lounge for your convenience. We are also still accepting donations of plants, yard décor, bake sale
items, and garage sale items. The dropoff deadline for Garage Sale items is
April 29th at 4:00 pm.

Saturday,
Plant Sale
The Plant Sale at FunFest is a “fun”
spot. Again this year the committee is
asking for houseplants, seeds, bulbs,
garden art, unusual containers and
outdoor plants.
Help us fill up tables with things
many people want.
Call Mona Radcliffe (284-4555),
Ramona Upright (284-4715) or Jane
Terrell (284-8131).
Thanks!!

Lunch
Lunch will be served beginning at
11:00 a.m.
The menu will feature
pulled pork sandwiches and coleslaw.
Look for the signup sheet in Hess
Lounge for helpers and donations.
Contact persons are Michelle Kimberly–
Rhoades (289-4779) and Mary Eisenzimmer (289-5467).

Garage Sale
Garage Sale donations will be received on Thursday, April 28, and Friday, April 29, at the Fairgrounds.
Deadline for donations will be at 4:00
p.m. on Friday. Please observe the
deadline, so that the workers will have
time to mark and organize items for the
sale.

April 30, 2016
7:00 am - 2:00 pm
Keith County
Fairgrounds
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
What was the name of Esther’s cousin
who raised her after her parents died?
A. Hegai
B. Haman
C. Mordecai
D. Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes
Answer: C (See Esther 2:7).

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, April 6, 2016
and
Wednesday, April 20, 2016
at 7:00 P.M.
All youth from 6th through 12th
grades are welcome!

SONSHINE SINGERS
rehearsal on Friday,
April 8, at 4:00 p.m.
Sing in church
on Sunday, April 10
at 9:00 a.m.
All kids from
Kindergarten age up
are invited to come sing.
This will be our last time
to sing until next Fall.

A Gift with Significant
Tax Advantages
In 2015, Congress enacted a permanent
extension of the IRA charitable rollover. As a
result, individuals age 70½ or older can make
tax-advantaged gifts directly from their IRA to
their church or other qualified charity.

If you have ideas, pictures or articles to
submit for the May issue of The Messenger,
please have them turned in no later than
Wednesday, April 20, 2016. Earlier submissions would definitely be welcomed and appreciated!
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may send them directly
to your newsletter editor at this new email
address:

umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net
Thanks so much for your help!

Benefits of an IRA charitable rollover
include:

You can avoid taxes on direct transfers
from your IRA to your church.
Transfers can be used to satisfy the
required minimum distribution (RMD) for the
year.
To qualify, your IRA funds must be directly transferred to your church.
For more information, contact your tax
advisor or Anita Crisp, Executive Director,
Nebraska United Methodist Foundation, 877495-5545.
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To My Children and Grandchildren. . . .
When you think of me, I ask you to remember these things: Above all, I have
loved you at all times. I’ve loved your father and grandfather, children laughter, a good
joke, to cook and to entertain (don’t forget the Huskers!). But I’ve also loved the Prairie.
God has made many, many breathtaking vistas that anyone can recognize.
It’s been said if you see one mountain, you've seen them all. The ocean is beautiful,
but make mine a sea of grass and the sea of red on any given Saturday in the fall.
To stand on the prairie and be surrounded in every direction by its beauty (and
to recognize it), that takes the heart and soul of a true Nebraskan. I want you to recognize one of the greatest creations: THE PRAIRIE!
The constant changing shades of green in the spring
and summer, as the ever-present wind moves each blade of
grass. Don’t forget to breathe in the beauty of the yucca’s
spiral of blossoms in late May and early June. Stop and gather some paper-thin sand flower blossoms, and don’t forget to
admire your grandfather Henry’s favorite, the lavender Spiderwort.
When summer is in full bloom check out the sunchasing sunflower. As summer fades, the grass turns gold and fall starts to hint it
might be near, pick some Queen Anne’s Lace and dry it for your Christmas tree.

April 22, 2016
is
EARTH DAY ~~

Go Green!

Pause and smile when you see a herd of white faces coming slowly over a
grassy hill to the cool, clean water in the stock tank. Spend some time listening to the
song of a meadowlark, a ring-neck pheasant crowing and the unmistakable bobwhite
whistle.
In the dead of winter, wonder at the patches of snow caught by the sagebrush
and the power of the wind and snow to bring life to a standstill. Once again, there is
beauty in the yucca as ice and frost clings on each spine of a leaf.
And remember to thank God for this beauty because there is nothing else in
the world quite like the Nebraska Sand Hills.
~~ Bea Hatch
(Article printed by permission of the author.)

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday
March 20, 2016
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A special thank you goes out to
all the people who pitched in to help
prepare the church for the Last Supper Pageant. Your efforts are
GREATLY APPRECIATED!! What
an outstanding church family we
have! Many, many thanks!
Roger and Judi Adkins

I want to thank my Church family
for the lovely cards and meals I received while recuperating from
pneumonia.
Thank you, Pastor Chuck and
Roberta, for your visits and prayers.
God Bless each one of you.

Heartfelt thanks to everyone for
their prayers, cards and well wishes
from Barb Richardson.

Shirley Rankin
All God’s blessings go together, like links in a golden chain. If he gives
converting grace, he will also give comforting grace. He will send “showers of
blessing.” Look up today, O parched plant, and open thy leaves and flowers
for a heavenly watering.
~~Charles H. Spurgeon

A special visitor came to church for Children’s Time on Palm Sunday. Tyler
Benda’s dog, Druzzy, made a great impression!
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Apr. 3

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Barbara Draucker, Dennis & Teresa Davis
????
9:00 Pete & Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Elliott Pickering
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 10: Fred Olmsted, Dave Sheldon, Todd Neill,
Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Cena Graves

Apr. 10

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Brian & Claudia Stevenson
Janice & Allen Cerny
9:00 Barb Jeffres, Judy Cross
9:00 Ryder Smith
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 1: John Stulich, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger

Apr. 17

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Cena Graves, Ted & Jean Slagle
Lyle & Barbara Nootz
9:00 Ryan & Rose Holechek
9:00 Kaden Walker
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck

Apr. 24

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Judy Cross, Don & Shirley Bassett
????
9:00 Collette, Grace & Emily VanBorkum
9:00 Jackton Rezac
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

May 1

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Doug & Linda Fuller, L.D. & Sherri Walker
????
9:00 Barb Jeffres, Sally Pankonin
9:00 Tyler Benda
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 4: Larry Cumming, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

May 8

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Bev Johnson, Jim & Becky Plate
Gail Hayford
9:00 Roger & Shirley Rankin
9:00 Parker Catlin & Payton Catlin
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.

421 North Spruce

Ogallala, Nebraska

JUST FOR FUN!

P.O. Box 916
421 North Spruce Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
Fax: (308)284-4975
Parsonage: (308)284-0137
E-mail addresses
Church Office: umcogallala@qwestoffice.net
Renee: umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Pastor Chuck: umcogallala_pastor@qwestoffice.net
Newsletter: umcnewsletter@qwestoffice.net
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

