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Christian
Symbols

“Anchor”
Because in ancient times
an anchor represented
safety, early Christians
adopted it as a symbol of
their hope in Christ. "We
have this hope as an
anchor for the soul, firm
and secure" (Hebrews
6:19, NIV). Word play
may have been involved:
ankura, Greek for
"anchor," sounds similar
to en kurio, or "in the
Lord." As Latin became
the Christians' primary
language, however, the
"anchor-Lord" connection
would have faded.

M

ark your calendars! Sunday,
February 21, at 6:00 p.m., we will
have a Family Fun Night. My wife
and I are busy planning an evening of
fun, fellowship and treats. We will
play BINGO, we will have prizes and
the Confirmation class will be serving refreshments — brownies and ice cream.
You can give a free-will donation to the Confirmands to show appreciation for
the treats. It should be a HOOT! All persons are invited to come and have
fun. It is a good way to take part in a church family activity. Meet us in the Fellowship Hall for a fun night starting at 6:00 p.m. on February 21.
You can also mark your calendars for Wednesday, February 10, at
7:00 p.m. We will have an Ash Wednesday service to start the season of
Lent, as we prepare for the celebration of Easter. Ashes will be available for
imposition as part of the service. The Ash Wednesday service will be held in
the Sanctuary.
I want to tell you that the Last Supper Pageant is a really inspiring and
wonderful event. Roger and Judi Adkins are leading the Pageant, and volunteers of many types are needed. The Pageant will occur during Holy Week in
March. Contact Roger and Judi to help with this truly wonderful service.
Thanks to Judi and Roger for leading this cause.
The Warm Hearts and Hands coat and mitten drive was a resounding success. This is another way this church is in Mission beyond the walls of
our church building. Thanks to our Mission Committee for leading this ministry
project.

Hope to see you Sunday,

Pastor Chuck

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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T-Shirts for Sale

“The Last Supper”

The Missions Outreach Committee
is still taking orders for t-shirts —
short-sleeved, long-sleeved
and hoodies —
with the cross and flame on the front
along with our church’s name.

"The Last Supper Pageant" will be
presented on March 24 and 25 at 7:00
p.m. There are several ways YOU
could help to make this a success. We
need people for Disciples, meals, publicity, makeup, sound, lighting, set construction and de-construction.
If you would be willing to help,
please contact Roger or Judi Adkins
at (308)284-2326.

The back of each shirt features our
mission statement — “To love God,
love each other and extend that love
beyond our church.”
To place an order or to get more information, please call Gigi at 289-5111
or talk to any MOC member
Missions Outreach Committee 2016
Gigi Berol
Penny Benda
Shelly Reil
Judy Cross
Danel Catlin
Chris McKnight
Mick Nichols
Phyllis Reed
Cynthia Spiehs
Toby Spiehs
Pastor Chuck Rager

For those who have not experienced the pageant in previous years,
the LIVING DRAMATIZATION of Leonardo da Vinci’s “THE LAST SUPPER”
is a recreation of da Vinci’s worldfamous painting with thirteen living
characters. Each of the disciples, in his
turn, expresses his thoughts about the
coming trials of Jesus. This inspirational presentation will be a welcome addition to your Easter season.
This is a very meaningful event,
and we would like you to be a part of
the process. Thanks!
Roger & Judi Adkins

Meetings This Month

Audit Request



It is time again for the annual
audit of all church financial accounts. If you are the person in
charge of any account connected
to the church, the Finance Committee has requested that you
please turn your check register
and all 2015 bank statements in to
the Church Office as soon as possible. They will be audited and
returned to you in a very short
time.







Board of Trustees on Wednesday,
February 3, 7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee on Thursday,
February 4, 5:00 p.m.
Administrative
Council
on
Wednesday, February 17, 7:00 p.m.
Future Needs/Planned Giving
Committee on Thursday, February
18, 7:00 p.m.
Missions Outreach Committee on
Tuesday, February 23, at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 14
Celebrate the day by
touching someone’s
heart with an act of
loving kindness
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
The Great West District UMW officers met at our church on January 30.
We thank these dedicated women for
their service to the district.
At the February 11 General meeting, the program will be about the life of
Fanny Crosby. Don’t recognize the
name? Come find out about her interesting life!
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

Grateful for Grace
United Methodist Women
January meetings

John Newton, a slave-ship captain who became a minister and
abolitionist, had a special affinity for grace. In fact, he wrote the hymn
“Amazing Grace” to celebrate the freedom that God gives to Christians.

UMW General
Thursday, February 11
12:00 noon
luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall

“I am not what I ought to be,” Newton said. “I am not what I want
to be. I am not what I hope to be. But still, I am not what I used to be.
And by the grace of God, I am what I am.”

Circle 1
Thursday, February 25
9:00 am
(Bassett)

Thanks to Meals on Wheels Volunteers!

Circle 3
Thursday, February 18
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, February 15
6:00 pm
Hess Lounge

A big thank you to all of you who
helped so willingly and so capably in
any way with Meals on Wheels last
year. Your help is so awesome and is
appreciated so much by so many.
Coordinating this project is a great
pleasure with such cooperation from all
of you. If anyone wasn’t contacted last
year and is interested in helping in
2016, please call Evelyn. I am always
looking for more volunteers. I think
once you run the route, you will really
find it rewarding — and how you are
appreciated by so many people. I could
tell many stories about this, but I think
you have to be there to appreciate my
stories!
I appreciated the help of Vern this
year. She did so much so well!
I
think we will make a “team for Meals on
Wheels.” Two heads are always better

than one —especially as the years go
by so quickly! Thanks Vern!!
I’d also like to express my thank
you to Wolf Auto for their help for two
days during the last week of our Meals
on Wheels mission. They supplied us
with not only two helpers, but brought
two cars as well. Those of us doing the
route those two days also enjoyed their
company!
Again thank you!! You are such a
blessing!
Evelyn Lovercheck
Meals on Wheels Coordinator

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Did You Know?
My wife and I moved here in June of 2010. We have seen that there are some
things that are different about the various churches in our conference, and there are
some things all United Methodist Churches in Nebraska and Kansas hold in common.
Here is one thing all the churches have in common. Every January each United
Methodist Church in the Great Plains Conference is required to submit a set of
statistics to the conference office in a format known as the Statistical Tables. One
piece of information that must be tabulated weekly and reported that is quite interesting
relates to the number of persons who are a part of the worship services each week.
I thought you might like to see the numbers regarding First United Methodist
Church of Ogallala. Listed below are the years and how many persons, on average,
were part of the weekly worship services in those years:
YEAR

ATTENDANCE

2009

152

2010

183

2011

200

2012

205

2013

212

2014

216

2015

224

There are smaller churches than ours in this conference, and there are
some larger churches in our conference, but there are not many that are experiencing
the health and vitality that we are experiencing. Thank you for all that you do to make
our church, our church family and our worship services ones that are feeding the souls
of increasing numbers of persons. We are delighted to be a part of it. God Bless you
and see us Sunday!
Pastor Chuck and Roberta Rager

A few of the
cheerful
2015
Salvation
Army bell
ringers for
Ogallala
First United
Methodist
Church

February 15, 2016

“Let us have faith that
right makes might,
and in that faith let us
to the end dare to do
our duty as we understand it.”
~~ Abraham Lincoln
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An Activity Page for Younger People

A Bible Quiz
At a time of deep struggle in Elijah’s life, God made his presence known
to him. How?
A.
B.
C.
D.

In a strong and destructive wind
In an earthquake
Through fire
Through silence

Answer: D (See 1 Kings 19:9-12, NRSV.)

Every February 2,
thousands gather at
Gobbler’s Knob in
Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania, to await
the spring forecast
from a special
groundhog. Known as
Punxsutawney Phil, this
groundhog will emerge
from his simulated tree
trunk home and look for
his shadow, which will
help him make his much
-anticipated forecast.
According to legend, if
Phil sees his shadow the
United States is in
store for six more
weeks of winter
weather. But, if Phil
doesn’t see his shadow,
the country should
expect warmer
temperatures and the
arrival of an early
spring.

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, February3,
2016

 and 
Wednesday, February 17,
2016
at 7:00 P.M.
All youth from 6th through
 12th grades are welcome!

The Sonshine Singers will
practice on Friday, February
12, at the church from 4:00 to
4:30 p.m.

They will sing for

church on Sunday, February
14. All children from Kindergarten and up are welcome!

Scholarship Application Deadline Is Nearing
It’s time for the high school seniors,
and those already in college, to begin
thinking about scholarship applications.
Ogallala First United Methodist Church
offers 3 scholarships, due to the generosity
of several former and current members:
1) The Dowling Family Scholarship is
given in loving memory by the Phil and
Betty Dowling family. Mr. and Mrs. Dowling
were long time Ogallala residents and
faithful members of the Ogallala UMC, who
believed in supporting area youth and their
community.
2) The Draucker Family Scholarship
Fund was established by the Draucker
family of Ogallala. The purpose of the
Fund is to provide financial assistance for
members of the Ogallala UMC who wish to
further their education following graduation
from high school.
3) The Haggard-Samp Scholarship
was started and dedicated to the memory
of Marge Haggard from the Haggard
family, and in honor and memory of Rod
Samp, by Rod's family in 2003. Combining
the assets provided a scholarship to be
offered each year to an Ogallala UMC high
school graduate.

To receive these scholarships, the
applicant must be a member of the
Ogallala UMC. The recipient may be a
graduating high school senior or a student
already attending a post-secondary school
or any adult (of any age) who is enrolled,
or planning to enroll, as a full-time student
during the ensuing school year. Students
who receive the scholarship in one year
are eligible to apply in future years. Any
student may apply for all three scholarships by filling out just one form, but he/
she must apply to be considered.
Scholarship application forms are
available in the Church Office. Completed
applications, along with all attachments
and recommendations, should be returned
to the Church Office no later than Friday,
April 1, 2016. If you have questions about
the scholarships, please see Pastor Chuck
or one of the committee members.
2016 Scholarship Committee
Becky Plate, Chair
Janean Lindauer
Jo Teaford
Pam McBride
Allen Cerny
LeAnn Ayres
Barb Jeffres
John York
Pete Peterson
Renee Meyer
Rev. Chuck Rager

“They who love
are but one
step from
heaven.”
—James Russell Lowell
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“Warm Hearts and Hands” Mission Outreach
The Missions Outreach Committee
held its second annual "Warm Hearts
and Hands Coat & Mitten Drive.”
What a success! We received a huge
abundance of donated items that will
benefit so many children. From coats to
gloves to hoodies. Your generosity is
so appreciated.

Christ be with you!

2016 brings new opportunities for
our committee and our church to help
others. Together we will do God's work.

Gigi Berol
Missions Outreach Committee
Chairperson

Church Supply Drive
Ogallala First UMC will be conducting their annual Church Supply Drive
throughout the month of February to
help replenish maintenance supplies.

Items for the March issue of The
Messenger should be submitted no later than Monday, February 22, 2016.
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may send them
directly to your newsletter editor at
kfnenstiel@hotmail.com.

The following items are on the
“Most Wanted” list: toilet paper, paper
towels, Lysol Disinfectant Spray, Lysol
toilet bowl cleaner, Magic Erasers, Renuzit (solid bathroom deodorizers),
Glade air freshener (bathroom spray),
Soft Soap, Pine-Sol, 30-gallon trash
liners, 13-gallon trash liners, and 55gallon trash liners.
Supplies may be
dropped off in the office
area any time or placed
in the appropriate box
in Hess Lounge on
Sundays.

Thank you!

Thank you for your help!!!

Love Notes
When it comes to relationships, kid quotes are priceless:


“I love you so much that even God is amazed!”



“Dear Mom, I love when you spend time with you.” (A mom can only dream!)



“I’m sorry that I’ve been chasing you outside. If you start to like me, I will not chase
you.”



Responding to a note that asked, “Do you like me?” a child wrote, “I don’t know. I
don’t know myself yet. Plus I’m under a lot of stress at home so, I can’t tell. P.S.
You don’t know yourself until you’re 18.”

ThheeMe
s s esns
g eern g e r
T
Me
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Cena Graves
Pam & Emily Abbott
9:00 Cara Pickering, Elliott Pickering
9:00 Elliott Pickering
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck

Feb. 14

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Roger & Shirley Rankin, Ted & Jean Slagle
Larry & Mary Cumming
9:00 Carmen Troxel, ? ? ? ?
9:00 Kaden Walker
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

Feb. 21

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Don & Shirley Bassett, Doug & Linda Fuller
Lyle & Barbara Nootz
9:00 Collette VanBorkum, Grace & Emily VanBorkum
9:00 Jackton Rezac
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 4: Larry Cumming, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

Feb. 28

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 L.D. & Sherri Walker, Jim & Becky Plate
Karen Nenstiel
9:00 Chris & Ken Snyder
9:00 Tyler Benda
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 5: Jim Glenn, Mike Samuelson,
Gerold Radcliffe, Todd Benda

Mar. 6

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Larry & Mary Cumming, Herb & Karen Knudsen
Gerold & Mona Radcliffe
JES
U
9:00 Claudia Stevenson, ? ? ? ?
LOV S
ES
9:00 Parker Catlin, Payton Catlin
ME
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller, John & Shelia Turner

Mar. 13

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Norm & Rhonda Duba, Cliff & Shirlee Knispel
Jim & Dorothy Glenn
9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil
9:00 Mason Knudsen, Cedric Knudsen
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Allen & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Daylight Saving
Time Begins

First Sunday
in Lent

Feb. 7

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

P.O. Box 916
421 North Spruce Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
Phone: (308)284-8455 or (308)284-8456
Fax: (308)284-4975
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E-mail addresses
Church Office: umcogallala@qwestoffice.net
Renee: umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Pastor Chuck: umcogallala_pastor@qwestoffice.net

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

On Valentine’s Day, we remember that God is the source of all love in
the world. His perfect love for us has made all human love possible.

