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You are invited to join us as we prepare to celebrate the
birth of the Baby Jesus. Here are some events you’ll want
to put on your calendar!
Sunday, December 6

Custodian
Ginny Volberding

Hanging of the Chrismons at the 9:00 A.M. service

Newsletter Editor
Karen Nenstiel

Everyone will have the opportunity to help hang special
decorations on the tree in the sanctuary.

District Superintendent
Kay Alnor

Sunday, December 13

Children/Family Christmas Program

Bishop of Great Plains
Conference
Scott J. Jones

“Twas the Light Before Christmas”
Gather in Sunday School rooms for rehearsal at 8:00 A.M.
Program performed during 9:00 Worship Service
(No second service on this day)

Thursday, December 24
5:00 and 7:00 P.M.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
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Friends and family will present a
variety of Christmas musical offerings
as we share the wonder of the
Christmas story, followed by
Holy Communion and the traditional
candlelight benediction.
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Friends,
Christian
Symbols

“Pax”
This Latin word for
peace is frequently seen
in Christmas art and
decorations, reminding
us that Jesus came as
the Prince of Peace
(Isaiah 9:6). After
announcing the Savior's
birth to the shepherds,
the angels sang, “Glory
to God in the highest,
and on each peace …”
(Luke 2:14, NKJV).

We are approaching Christmas and the end of the year 2015.
Life, in general, at the Ogallala First United Methodist Church has been
good this year. Yes, we have experienced the loss of some beloved
saints from our midst, and we have had unexpected challenges along
the way, but, in general, life has been good.
We have received new members this year, and our membership
continues to grow. Attendance has continued to increase over the past
six years, and our extended church family has expanded via our live
streaming of services. Mission and ministry have been done in a variety
of ways this year through the various groups and committees. We have
enjoyed worship together, and we have had some baptisms. Praise the
Lord! Hopefully, your soul has been fed and your walk with God has
been enriched. It is my hope that you are pleased, blessed and proud
to be a part of Ogallala First United Methodist Church.
We have also had some financial issues arise that were a less
than pleasant experience. Recently we had to install a new part on our
heating/boiler system that cost $2,300. We did not see that coming.
We also now need to have the 5-year inspection done on our elevator,
and that costs $1,800. We were surprised by that as well. These expenses are in addition to the regular inspections, licensing fees and cost
of operations for the elevator and the boiler.
If you are considering a year-end gift/tax write-off to a non–profit
organization, would you please think about Ogallala First United Methodist Church?
I am so pleased to be here and serving as Pastor to this church
and congregation. I believe we have done some really good things together in the past, and I am truly excited about the ministry we can do
together in the future. My wife and I continue to be blessed by being a
part of this church family.
See you Sunday!

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Missions Outreach Projects Coming Up
The Missions Outreach Committee
is in the busy season. The year end
has a new adventure along with annual
events. Through the Memorial Committee, a life size nativity scene has been
purchased. The MOC will be in charge
of setting this up in our front yard. What
a wonderful addition this will make to
our church’s Christmas celebration.
Saturday, December 12, marks the
UMC’s 16th Annual Christmas Angel
Store. What a blessing to have such a
generously supported mission to help
others. Due to yearlong contributions,
we are able to help families that need a
hand with gifts during the Christmas
season. Our volunteers are the best
when it comes to supporting this very
worthy event, from stocking the tables
to wrapping the gifts. We are so grateful.
The new year will bring warmth during the chilly season. Our second annual “Warm Hearts and Hands Coat
and Mitten Drive” will be held on Saturday, January 9, from 10:00 a.m. until
12:00 noon. We’ll again plan on collect-

ing items in the Fellowship Hall to be
distributed through local schools. Consider sorting through your coats/
hoodies that you no longer need and
bring them in so we can pass them on
to kids who need them. The effort will
warm your heart as it warms their souls.

The Missions Outreach Committee
couldn’t help others without the generous hearts of our congregation. We are
so blessed to have God’s love surround
us.
In Christ,
Gigi Berol
MOC chairperson

Meetings This Month

Church Conference



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, December 2, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, December 3, 5:00 p.m.



Annual Church Conference on
Sunday, December 6, 7:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, December 16, 7:00
p.m.

Ogallala First United Methodist Church’s Annual Church Conference will be held on Sunday,
December 6, at 7:00 p.m., with
District Superintendent Kay Alnor
presiding. There will be a time of
sharing stories and experiences
from the year past, as well as
planning visions and goals for
the year to come.
All members and friends of
the church are encouraged to
attend and participate in this annual event.

YOUR CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED THURSDAY, DECEMBER
24, AND FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

May God bless you
and your family on
this very special day.
Merry Christmas,
with love, from your
church staff!
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
I hope everyone had a wonderful,
fun-filled Thanksgiving. Now its time to
be thinking about Christmas. This is
such a busy time of year. We just need
to relax, catch our breath and enjoy!
At our November meeting, it was
announced that Circle 4 was disbanding. Any of those members are certainly welcome to join the other three circles in our UMW.
At our December 10 meeting, we
will have a Potluck. This will be a great
way to start ringing in Christmas.

United Methodist Women
November meetings
UMW General
Thursday, December 10
12:00 noon
potluck luncheon and
installation of officers
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, December 17
9:00 pm, at the Lampstand
Circle 3
Thursday, December 17
12:00 noon, at Denny’s
Circle 5
No meeting this month
See you in January

The meeting program will be the
installation of officers for 2016. Those
taking on the jobs will be:

* Membership-Outreach-Nurture —
Bonnie Taylor
* Social Action — Bertie Siders
* Education and Interpretation —
Barb Nootz
* Program Resources — Teresa
Davis
* Sunshine Lady — Shirley Bassett.
I just want to give everyone a bif
“Thank-You” for all of your support during my time as president. And I encourage you to welcome Mona as the new
president. She will do a terrific job.
Jean Slagle
UMW President

* President — Mona Radcliffe
* Vice President — June Nielsen
* Secretary — Doris Hickam
* Treasurer — Teresa Davis
Mission Coordinators are:
* Spiritual Growth — Evelyn Lovercheck

Angels among Us
“When God wants to speak and deal with us,” said Martin Luther, “he does not
avail himself of an angel but of parents, or the pastor, or of our neighbor.” Never underestimate how powerfully God can use you in the life of a child, a church member, a
friend or a stranger.
The Hebrew word for angel also means “messenger.” You may be specially chosen to deliver to someone the message of God’s love or guidance. Listen intently for
what God would have you share with others, then do so faithfully and caringly.

Thank You . . . .
. . . to the following persons who worked and/or furnished food
for the Duane Olson funeral luncheon on October 31, 2015:
Norma Schrack
June Nielsen
Barbara Draucker
Milly Schwasinger
Shirley Bassett
Jane Garska

Shirley Rankin
Ruth Hermance
Rhonda Duba
Janean Lindauer
Mildred Zimmerman

Chris Snyder
Jean Slagle
Roberta Dunkel
Gloria Fowler
Mona Radcliffe

Karen Nelson
Judi Davis
Bea Hatch

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 2015
The Finance Committee is leading
our annual effort again this year that will
allow us to honor/remember special
persons AND raise funds for our
church. The project is called Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh, and your participation is vital to its success. We will
be decorating the two evergreen trees
in front of the church on the west side
with blue and white Christmas lights.
You may sponsor a blue light bulb in
memory of someone who has died, and
you may sponsor a white light bulb in
honor of someone who is still living.
The suggested donation to sponsor
each light bulb is ten dollars ($10). It is
our intent that each light will be in
memory or in honor of one person.
What a marvelous scene we will
have on the trees in front of our church
when the lights are illuminated the week
of Christmas, and what an awesome
sight to come to church on Christmas
Eve and see the fully lit trees in blue

and white splendor! The more bulbs
that are sponsored, the more awesome
will be the trees. We hope to see more
white lights in honor of living persons
this year. Also, all the proceeds will be
applied to programs within our church.
The wise persons came to honor
the newborn Christ child and brought
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to
him. You can follow the wise persons’
model and give these gifts to our church
in thankfulness for the presence of
Christ in your life and in our world today. There will be an insert in the
Christmas Eve bulletin notating who has
sponsored bulbs and a list of the persons’ names who are being honored
and remembered. Please complete the
registration form below (or from an upcoming bulletin in church) and return it
to the church office by December 8,
2015.

I/we would like to dedicate these lights for the 2015 “Gold, Frankincense
and Myrrh” trees:
Please indicate:
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
In honor of OR In memory of _________________________________________________
Number of bulbs sponsored ______ Given by ____________________________________
Please use additional sheets of paper to add more memorial lights.
Return all forms and donations should to the Church Office by December 8, 2015.

Give a gift of love
this Christmas ~~
honor a friend or
loved one with a gift
to your church’s
Gold, Frankincense
and Myrrh project
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An Activity Page for Younger People

SonShine Singers
will rehearse on
Friday, December 18
~~ 4-4:30 P.M. ~~
and sing in church
on Sunday,
All singers
Kindergarten age
and older are
welcome!

A Bible Quiz
When Jesus was born, which two
earthly rulers were in power?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Quirinius
Pontius Pilate
Caesar Augustus
King Herod

Answers: A and C (See Luke 2:1-2.)

December 20.

T h e Me s s e n g e r

YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, December 9,
to help with Angel Store
and on
Wednesday, December 16,
for our Christmas party

All youth from 6th through
12th grades are welcome!
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Thanks from the Youth
The Youth Group would like to
thank the congregation for its wonderful
support on All Saints Sunday at our
soup luncheon. The donations and contributions were such a wonderful blessing for our group.
I would also like to thank the parents who took the time to cook, help
serve and assist us with the cleanup!
It pleases my heart to see the congregation and youth interacting in such
a special way. If you were not able to
make it, you missed amazing soups,
breads and desserts! We served over
100 people and received amazing reviews.
We would like to wish you all a
blessed Thanksgiving Holiday.
Jenn Tophoj, Shalee Krajewski,
Jeff Peterson and the youth of
Ogallala United Methodist Church

“Twas the Light Before Christmas”

This year the traditional Christmas program for children and families will be performed on Sunday, December 13. Family members are encouraged to join the children in the Sunday School rooms at 8:00 a.m. to prepare together for the program.
Everyone is invited for the performance of “Twas the Light before Christmas” during
the 9:00 a.m. worship service.
Please note: there will be no 11:15 service on Sunday, December 13.
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In Breathless Anticipation
In
Whistling
in
the
Dark
(HarperOne), Frederick Buechner compares Advent to the moments right before a symphony conductor raises the
baton to begin a much-anticipated performance. “You hold your breath to
listen,” he writes. “You are aware of the
beating of your heart. The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is
matched only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. Advent is
the name of that moment.”

madness and lostness, not to mention
your own, you can hear the world holding its breath.”

During December, silence can
seem elusive, Buechner admits. But “if
you concentrate just for an instant, far
off in the deeps somewhere you can
feel the beating of your heart. For all its

Your Church Office
will be closed on
New Year’s Day,
Friday, January 1,
2016

Newsletter Folders

Happy New Year!

Friday, December 18
Wouldn’t you like to join this feisty
group next month? Once a month, they
gather to fold newsletters and have
some fun together. Their help is vital in
getting The Messenger in the mail on
time.
If you would like to be added to the
list of “folders,” please contact Vern in
the church office (284-8455) or newsletter editor Karen Nenstiel (284-2204 or
kfnenstiel@hotmail.com).
We will be glad to give you a call
when the newsletters come off the press
and are ready to be folded!

If you have items to submit for the
January issue of The Messenger,
please have them turned in no later
than Friday, December 18. This is an
earlier deadline than usual because of
the holidays at the end of the month.
Earlier submissions would definitely be
welcomed and appreciated!
Please plan to share information
with your church family about activities
and events coming up in the New Year.
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may send them
directly to your newsletter editor at
kfnenstiel@hotmail.com.

ThheeMe
s s esns
g eern g e r
T
Me
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Dec. 6

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Don & Shirley Bassett, Doug & Linda Fuller
Ted & Jean Slagle
9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil
9:00
9:00 Pastor Chuck & Roberta Rager
9:00 Group 3: Dennis & Teresa Davis, John & Sharon York,
Todd & Kim Peterson, Wendell & Ramona Upright

Dec. 13

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Ushers

9:00 L.D. & Sherri Walker, Larry & Mary Cumming
Herb & Karen Knudsen
9:00 Carmen Troxel, ? ? ? ?
9:00
9:00 Group 4: Larry Cumming, Pete Peterson,
Phil Armstrong, Roger Rankin, Ken Meyer

Dec. 20

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Herb & Karen Knudsen, Norm & Rhonda Duba
????
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group 5: Jim Glenn, Gerold Radcliffe,
Todd Benda, Mike Samuelson

Dec. 27

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Shirlee Knispel, Jim & Dorothy Glenn
????
9:00 ? ? ? ?
9:00
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 6: Larry & Shirley Schlem, Lyle & Barbara Nootz,
Chuck & Nancy Graff, Larry & Doris Keller

Jan. 3

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Buck & Judy Markussen, Milly Schwasinger
????
9:00 Shalee Krajewski, ? ? ? ?
9:00
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Al & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Jan. 10

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

Family Christmas Program
At 9:00 A.M. service
No second service today!

9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Bev Johnson
????
9:00 Claudia Stevenson, ? ? ? ?
9:00
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen, Bud Haney,
L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon
If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

A Christmas To-Do List
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers,
to make music in the heart.
~~Howard Thurman

