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Christian
Symbols

“Shell”
A scallop shell,
pointing downward
with three drops of
water falling from it, is
often used to
symbolize baptism and
the washing away of
sin. The three water
droplets stand for the
Trinity: Father, Son,
Holy Spirit.

y birthday is in January. I share the same birthday as Dolly
Parton, the singer/entertainer. Dolly will be
70 in January, 2016. I am younger than
Dolly. Dolly has had numerous hit songs and has sold millions of records. She can
really sing. Me — ah, not so much. I would need a bucket to carry a tune.
I share the same birthday as Jenson Button, the race car driver. Jenson will
be 36 in January, 2016. I am older than Jenson. Jenson can drive cars at a really fast
pace. Me — ah, not so much. It was once suggested to me that I should put one of
those orange, rectangular slow-moving signs on the back of my car.
If I were to try to compose a list of things that I have in common with these two
persons — well, it seems likely that the list would not be very long. The major things
we would know about each other are not all that similar. But, if I were to sit down and
visit with Dolly and Jenson, I fully believe we could have a warm and engaging conversation and discover some things that we do have in common, which would allow us to
be on friendly terms. For example — Dolly and I could dialogue about how she grew
up in church. She attended the church that her grandfather pastored. We could share
stories about what the weather was like on the days we were born. We might swap
stories about some of the childhood meals that our respective Moms made for us, what
we liked (chicken and noodles for me) and what we did not (fried cabbage or liver and
onions in my case). As for Jenson — we might discuss how most people call him JB
instead of his actual name, Jenson, and why he dislikes the name Jenson. I might tell
him how I can relate to that because I have told my wife that she better not use the
name Charles on my tombstone. JB might talk about how he was named after his Father’s friend, and I might relate that my middle name (LeRoy) was given to me by my
oldest brother and that it was his best friend’s name.
Likewise, in our church family we have many persons whom we may not know
very well or with whom we feel we have few common denominators. However, if we sit
down and engage in dialogue, we might be surprised about the things we hold in common. It might start with our acceptance of Jesus as our Lord and Savior and then transition to shared hobbies, common places we have lived or visited and include similar
family life stories.
I cannot sing like Dolly or drive like JB, but I am able to sit down to lunch with
them and get to know them better. Likewise, let’s invite someone to sit by us in church
or share a table with us at a potluck lunch and truly build bonds of our brotherhood and
sisterhood together. We are all brothers and sisters in Jesus and children of God.
See you Sunday,

Rev. Chuck Rager

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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The
Hanging
of the
Chrismons
December 6,
2015

Meetings This Month

Warm Hearts & Hands



Board of Trustees on Wednesday, January 6, 7:00 p.m.



Finance Committee on Thursday, January 7, 5:00 p.m.



Administrative Council on
Wednesday, January 20, 7:00
p.m.

The second annual Warm
Hearts and Hands Coat and
Mitten Drive will be held on Saturday, January 9, 10 a.m. until
12 noon, in Fellowship Hall.
Items of warm clothing — coats,
hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts, socks — will be collected
and then distributed in local communities where there is a need.
Did you get a warm, new coat
for Christmas? Consider donating your old one to help keep
someone else toasty this winter!

A new year is like a
blank book, and the
pen is in your hands.
It is your chance to
write a beautiful
story for the glory
of God.
Happy New Year!
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United Methodist Women in Service and Mission
During 2016 the Ogallala UMW will
continue to fulfill the purpose of the organization, which is:
The Organized Unity of United Methodist Women shall be
a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.
United Methodist Women
January meetings
and Pledge Services
UMW General
Thursday, January 8
12:00 noon
luncheon and meeting
in Fellowship Hall
Circle 1
Thursday, January 28
9:00 am
(Gwen Johnson)
Circle 3
Thursday, January 21
2:00 pm
Hess Lounge
Circle 5
Monday, January 18
6:00 pm
“Dining Out”

That is what Methodist Women
around the world strive to accomplish

each year. We are so blessed here in
Ogallala to have a strong unit of committed women. However, we would like
to increase our membership during
2016. If you do not attend our meetings, we would welcome you. The General meeting is the second Thursday of
each month in Fellowship Hall at noon.
We have a nice lunch, short business
meeting and a program. There are
three circles that meet also — a morning group, an afternoon group and an
evening group.
For more information, call Mona at
284-4555.
Mona Radcliffe
UMW President

This month we will be redoing
the Prayer Chain. If you would like
to be a part of this ministry, or if you
want your name removed, please let
me know by January 10.
Thank you for your devotion to
this service.
Jean Slagle
284-2130

This Is the Day. . . .
On your new calendar, be sure to mark important dates such as National Drinking Straw Day
(January 3), National Artichoke Hearts Day (March
16) and National Crouton Day (May 13). Those
pseudo-holidays are now catalogued as part of the
National Day Calendar, a venture by a North Dakota businessman.
For a fee starting at $1,500, anyone can register a national day or even give one as a gift. Special-interest groups are discovering that national
days are great for marketing.
Throughout the Bible, God instructs people to
set aside special days for rest and remembrance.
Yet to him, every day is holy — even if it lacks a
holiday, pseudo or otherwise. “This is the day the
LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it” (Psalm 118:24).

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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Christmas Angel Store Brightens the Season
The 2015 Angel Store was held and
is being marked a success. Because of
our generous congregation and our giving community, approximately 88 families were served this year. We are so
blessed by such an outpouring of support for our mission. We were able to
offer a helping hand in getting gifts for
their children and to take a little stress
off of their plate during what can be a
difficult time of year.
Christmas joy was in the air as
shoppers shopped and wrappers
wrapped. Since the real reason for the
season is the birth of our Savior, each
shopper was greeted by the Gideon's
and handed a Bible. This way the
shoppers are able to take home the
word of God.
This year our Missions Committee
were gifted with boxes of cheesy rice
with vegetables meal kits. We decided
to hand these out to our shoppers. When paired up with the hams

that they receive from the Optimist Club, each family could then have
a nice meal with their family.
These families were welcomed into
our Angel Store with God's word and
left with food for their nourishment. In a
sense, they were given the needed
items to nourish their souls and their
bodies — two things that everyone
needs.
Thank you to the amazing Missions
Outreach Committee for their hard work
and dedication. Big thanks to the Youth
Group and sponsors, as well as the
Confirmands. So many church members gave of their time and effort all in
the name of love. This is a church family effort and, without hands at work,
God's work cannot be done.
Sincere appreciation to all,
Gigi Berol
MOC chairperson

Observed on
Monday, January 18

Prairie View Ambassadors

Page 6

J a n u a r y, 2 0 1 6

An Activity Page for Younger People

SonShine Singers
will rehearse on Friday,
January 8
~~ 4-4:30 P.M. ~~
and sing in church
Sunday, January 10.

A Bible Quiz
According to the Gospel of John, which disciples
led others to Jesus, and whom did they lead?
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Matthew led Judas.
Andrew led Simon-Peter.
James led John
Philip led Nathanael.
All of the above.
B and D.
Answer: F (See John 1:40-42, 45ff.)

All singers Kindergarten
age and older are
welcome!

T h e Me s s e n g e r
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YOUTH GROUP
will meet on
Wednesday, January 6, 2016
and
Wednesday, January 20, 2016
at 7:00 P.M.

Christmas Pizza Party

All youth from 6th through 12th
grades are welcome!
Christmas Angel Store set-up

Caroling with Our Senior Citizens

The Newest Baptized Members of Our Church Family
Jarrett Dean Bassett and Jonah
David Bassett were baptized into the
folds of Ogallala First UMC on Sunday,
December 20. Jarrett is the son of Jack
Bassett and Laticia Sagelke. Jonah is
the son of Jack and Kim Bassett.

He who fritters away
the early morning, its
opportunity and
freshness, in other
pursuits than seeking God
will make poor headway
seeking him the rest of
the day. If God is not
first in our thoughts and
efforts in the morning,
he will be in the last place
the remainder of the day.
~~E.M. Bounds
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The Meaning of Epiphany
Epiphany, which comes from the
Greek word epiphaneia, means “an appearance” or “a revealing.” Centuries
ago, the church set aside January 6,
the 12th day after Christmas, to mark
the revealing of Jesus as Christ to the
wise men, who were Gentiles. Jesus’
first followers were Jewish, so the revelation of the divine Christ to the nonJewish magi reminds us that Jesus
came to earth to save the whole world.

On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts until Ash Wednesday,
which is determined by the date of
Easter. In 2016, we will observe Epiphany Sunday on January 3, and Ash
Wednesday comes on February 10.

Symbols of Epiphany include light,
a star, a crown (or three crowns) and a
globe or stylized portrayal of the world.
The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, hope and eternity.

The Nativity scene on the front lawn
was a brand new addition this year to the
celebration of Advent and Christmas at
Ogallala First UMC. At the suggestion of
Gigi Berol and the Missions Outreach
Committee, the Memorials Committee
designated some funds to purchase the
basic figures for the scene. More figures
will be added as donations become available.
In the picture above, Morgan and
Abyson Pickering and Jaycee and Chris
McKnight have come to see the Baby
Jesus.

Wednesday, January 20
If you have suggestions, pictures or
articles to submit for the January issue
of The Messenger, please have them
turned in no later than Wednesday,
January 20, 2016. Earlier submissions
would definitely be welcomed and appreciated!
Please plan to share information
with your church family about activities
and events coming up in the New Year.
Submissions may be made to the
Church Office, or you may send them
directly to your newsletter editor at
kfnenstiel@hotmail.com.
Thanks so much for your help!

ThheeMe
s s esns
g eern g e r
T
Me
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Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Buck & Judy Markussen, Milly Schwasinger
Allen & Janice Cerny
9:00 Shalee Krajewski, Judy Cross
9:00 Parker Catlin, Payton Catlin
9:00 Carmen Troxel
9:00 Group 7: Jim & LeAnn Ayres, Al & Janice Cerny,
Herb & Karen Knudsen, Casey & Emily Mack

Jan. 10

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Roger & Judi Adkins, Barbara Draucker
Kevin & Jenn Tophoj
9:00 Claudia Stevenson, ? ? ? ?
9:00 Mason Knudsen, Cedric Knudsen
9:00 Jonnie Peterson
9:00 Group 8: Lloyd Johnson, Pete Knudsen, Bud Haney,
L.D. Walker, Ted Slagle, Jim Hixon

Jan. 17

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Dennis & Teresa Davis, Bev Johnson
Rose & Ryan Holechek
9:00 Judy Markussen, Shelly Reil
9:00 Tristan Lumpkin
9:00 Ginny Steinke
9:00 Group 9: Buck Markussen, Eric Troxel
Earl Schenck, Paul Catlin, Ryan Holechek

Jan. 24

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 L.D. & Sherri Walker, Barb Jeffres
Charlie & Sally Pankonin
9:00 Carmen Troxel, ? ? ? ?
9:00 Ian Shaw
9:00 Michelle Kimberly-Rhoades
9:00 Group 10: Fred Olmsted, Dave Sheldon,
Todd Neill, Dave Baltzell, Sharen Terry, Cena Graves

Jan. 31

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Lyle & Barbara Nootz, Cena Graves
Craig & Traci Draucker
9:00 Shalee Krajewski, Barb Jeffres
9:00 Ryder Smith
9:00 Pastor Chuck Rager
9:00 Group 1: John Stulich, Lonnie Peters,
Craig Draucker, Jeff Peterson, Jim Persinger

Feb. 7

Greeters
Fellowship
Nursery
Acolyte
Children’s Moment
Ushers

9:00 Brian & Claudia Stevenson, Judy Cross
Pam & Emily Abbott
9:00 Cara Pickering, Elliott Pickering
9:00 Elliott Pickering
9:00 Penny Benda
9:00 Group 2: Steve Shull, Burrell Albee,
Terry Johnson, Jerry Speck

Human
Relations Day

Epiphany
Sunday

Jan. 3

If you would like to have your name added to the rosters for any of the service opportunities listed above,
please contact the church office.
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Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”

