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All men are invited to join us on  

Wednesday, September 5, at 7:00 

a.m. in the  fellowship hall for our 

monthly Men’s Breakfast.  You’ll 

enjoy a delicious meal for $5, a 

brief devotional and wonderful 

fellowship.  This month, the devo-

tional will be presented by Bob 

Powers.  Please join us! 

We offer our deepest sympathy  

and heartfelt condolences to  

Kelly Richards & family following 

the death of her father, Dave  

Allen.  Please pray for the com-

forting presence of God’s Holy 

Spirit to surround this family in 

Christ. 

Recharge  
begins  

Wednesday, September 5 

4:30—Children’s Choirs 

6:00—Adult Bible Study 

6:00—Handbells 

6:00—Next Level Bible Study 

7:00—Chancel Choir 

“Fragments of Truth” Movie Night — Thursday, 8/30 
Our faith is based on the New Testament — but can we really trust the  

Bible?  Skeptics say no, arguing that the Gospel manuscripts have been 

doctored to push a theolog-

ical agenda.  Join us in the 

fellowship hall on August 30 

at 6 p.m. as we gather to 

watch a documentary on 

this subject and discuss it 

afterward.  A nursery will 

be provided. 

In this film, Dr. Craig Evans  

travels the globe to track 

down the most ancient New 

Testament manuscripts.  Along the way, he highlights groundbreaking new 

evidence, demonstrating that the case for the reliability of the New Tes-

tament manuscripts is stronger than ever. 

August 30, 6 p.m. 

We now have the capability to  

accept online giving!  You may vis-

it www.fumceufaula.org and click 

the green “GIVE” button, or visit 

Tithe.ly.  You may also download 

the Title.ly app for your phone.  In 

addition to regular giving, you may 

also submit registration fees for 

youth events or Mom Tribe, do-

nate to Kanz for Kids, etc.   

http://www.fumceufaula.org
http://www.Tithe.ly


September 2 Volunteers 

►Acolytes 

11:00 — Davis & Annie Wingate 

 Rhodes Bennett 

►Sacristy Prayer Leaders 

  8:30 — Alice Kay Shoemaker 

11:00 — Brad Murph 

►Ushers 

  8:30 — James Ernest Ransom 

  Buck Earnest 

11:00 — Brad Murph 

 Billy Houston 

 Britt Washington 

 Brenda Parker 

►Lay Readers 

  8:30 — Aubrey Baugh 

11:00 — Charlie Schaeffer 

►Greeters 

  8:30 — Bob Powers  

11:00 — Joel & Paige Smith 

 Betty Milldrum 

►Elevate Supper 

  No Elevate this week  

Calendar of Events 

►Sunday, September 2 

Worship 8:30 

Sunday School 9:45 

Worship 11:00 

►Monday, September 3 

Church office closed for Labor Day 

►Tuesday, September 4 

Worship Team 9:00 

►Wednesday, September 5 

Men’s Breakfast 7:00 

Children’s Choirs 4:30 

Adult Bible Study 6:00 

Handbells 6:00 

Next Level Bible Study (youth) 6:00 

Chancel Choir 7:00 

 

Don’t miss a thing we have scheduled for this Fall!  

If you have any questions,  

contact our youth director,  

Britt Martin,  

at 678-953-4602 or  

britt @fumceufaula.org  

 

And remember, we will not meet 

for Elevate this Sunday due to the 

Labor Day holiday.  Enjoy time 

with your family & friends! 

mailto:britt@fumceufaula.org


Prayer List 

► New concerns: 

The Dave Allen family 

Robbins Sims 

Gay Wright 

 

 

► Continue to pray for: 

*Jackie Devlin 

*Kirven Gary 

Barbara Whitney 

*Josh Jones 

Mitzi Tzerman 

*Jane Pody 

Jim Roberts 

George Williams 

Mary Sellers 

Linda Dudewicz 

Cruz Rios 

*Mel Stephenson 

*John Hagood 

*Louise Britt 

*Betty Searcy 

Walter Harmer 

*John Jenkins 

Bobby Gray 

Kathy Armstrong 

*Taylor Washington 

*Jeff Richards 

*Brian Devlin-Meagher 

Mary Lindsey Hannahan 

*Richard Boyette 

 

The Pastor’s Page 

A Look at August 26 
Sunday School .................. 75 

8:30 Worship ................... 43 

11:00 Worship ................. 100 

Total Worship ................. 143 

Offering received ......... $4,767 

YTD received ........... $282,665 

BTT balance ............ $263,041 

► Prayer list guidelines: 

Names remain for 4 weeks unless 

requested to remain.  

* denotes church members. 

The Book: Understandable 

“The Bible means different things to different people.” 

“It all depends on your interpretation.” 

You hear these a lot in discussions about the Bible, mainly from people 

who don’t really care about what the Bible actually says. This is a way of 

avoiding responsibility for trying to understand the Bible for themselves. 

Isn’t it amazing that we don’t use the above logic with other things we 

read?  We read newspapers, articles, and Facebook posts and never say, 

“Well, this post means different things to different people.”  We also nev-

er stroll down a beach, hear someone cry for help and wonder what kind 

of help they need, after all, it all depends on your interpretation. 

When you approach any type of communication, specific rules govern the 

way you understand written or oral communication. The primary rule is, 

Context is everything.  If someone yells out “Duck!” it matters whether I 

am at the zoo or watching a baseball game. 

To understand the Bible, we have to pay attention to the context: literary 

and cultural.  Paying attention to the literary context reminds me that the 

Bible was not written in verses but in larger pieces.  So always read in par-

agraphs or chapters, or better yet entire books. 

The Bible was also written in a cultural context.  Many people misunder-

stand the intent of Jesus when he says, “…[God] makes his sun rise on the 

evil and on the good and sends rain on the righteous and on the unright-

eous” (Matthew 5:45b).  Many people assume that Jesus is saying that God 

causes good things and bad things to happen to everyone, but that is not 

his point at all. The people lived in an agricultural society, so the rain was 

a good thing. The literary context makes it even more explicit, God bless-

es good and bad people with favorable weather. In the same way, we 

should love our enemies as God does. 

Join us Sunday as we talk about more ways to understand the Bible. 

Pastor Alan 



Dear FUMC, 

Within the last three weeks, I told you how much I enjoy all things mechanical.  But I have not told you that 

my love of those mechanical doo dads and gee gaws made me a musician.  If there is one thing to which I 

can point that caused my interest in music, it’s the fact that I love the mechanical.  In a nut shell, here is 

why. 

When I was a little boy, there isn’t a time that I can remember that I did not have a record player.  My 

mother told me that I had worn out three records of “Jingle Bells” by the time I was around 4 years old.  

Now those record players to which I refer were those that only had a motor to turn the record.  The tone 

arm, if in fact that is what you can call it, was basically a hollow, bent tube with a little diaphragm-like contraption on the end 

closest to the record.  To this diaphragm was attached a needle.  And by a needle, I really mean a steel pointed thing that had to be 

inserted and fixed with a set screw.  I remember my fascination with this.  Yes, I enjoyed “Jingle Bells” (obviously), but I also 

enjoyed the way this little machine worked.  It wasn’t long before I realized that actual pins and needles could also be affixed to 

the diaphragm and it would still play music.  So the music and the mechanics began to walk hand in hand.  I also remember the first 

actually amplified record player that I had.  It was nothing fancy but it still fascinated me.  And, of course, when I got to a certain 

age, I took it apart to see how it worked. 

As you can well imagine, this spilled over to instruments; especially the piano and the organ.  I was fascinated that the upper notes 

of a piano played much higher pitches than the lower ones.  It wasn’t long before I saw the reason was the length of the strings.  

But the really cool thing about a piano for me was the action: all those hammers and dampers that respond to the touch of the 

player.  With pipe organs it just got better.  All of those whistles (if you will) played from a keyboard…and again the length of the 

pipes causing the change in pitches.  But a pipe organ offered so much more; air pumps, valves for each pipe, stops (switches) 

which commanded entire sets of pipes.  Man I discovered that pipe organs were great fun.  And all this time I was loving the music 

coming from these magnificent instruments; the richness of the bass and the spine chilling highs.   

And so this leads me to my point.  Just like Britt’s front porch events that he has with the youth, the “mechanicalness” of these 

things were my front porch events for my love of music.  Just as the youth front porch events can attract youth to learn more about 

Christ, these mechanical things caused me to learn more about music.  So, the long and short of it is, I would like to encourage all 

of you to use events such as the movie about the Bible this Thursday evening to be front porch events to introduce others to our 

church family.  It will make a positive difference in someone’s life.  It’s up to you. 

I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday.  God bless, 

Billy 

 

The mission of First United Methodist Church is  

to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of our church, community and world. 

Birthdays 
 

Friday, August 31 

► Lee Calton 

Toni Davidson 

 

Thursday, September 6 

► Rhodes Bennett 

Catie Reed Wilbourne 

Contact 

Us  

 
Alan Cassady: 

alan@fumceufaula.org 

850-418-3303 

 

Britt Martin: 

britt@fumceufaula.org 

678-953-4602 

Offerings left on the altar rail on communion 

Sundays are used to assist families in need 

through the Family Service Center.  Thank 

you in advance for your offerings!  

mailto:scott@fumceufaula.org
mailto:britt@fumceufaula.org

