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Flower Calendar 
Please call the 

church office if  

you are willing to 

place flowers in the 

sanctuary on 9/30 or 

10/7.  Thank you! 

Church Directory Photos 
We will take new 

photos for the 

church directory 

in the parlor each 

Sunday in August 

between worship 

services.  Please 

have your photo 

taken!  Also, if you don’t already 

have it, be sure to download the 

Instant Church Directory app for 

your phone or tablet!  Contact Pam 

in the church office if you need any 

assistance. 

Recharge  
begins  

Wednesday, September 5 

4:30—Children’s Choirs 

6:00—Adult Bible Study 

6:00—Handbells 

6:00—Next Level Bible Study 

7:00—Chancel Choir 

“Fragments of Truth” Movie Night — Thursday, 8/30 
Our faith is based on the New Testament — but can we really trust the  

Bible?  Skeptics say no, arguing that the Gospel manuscripts have been 

doctored to push a theolog-

ical agenda.  Join us in the 

fellowship hall on August 30 

at 6 p.m. as we gather to 

watch a documentary on 

this subject and discuss it 

afterward.  A nursery will 

be provided. 

In this film, Dr. Craig Evans  

travels the globe to track 

down the most ancient New 

Testament manuscripts.  Along the way, he highlights groundbreaking new 

evidence, demonstrating that the case for the reliability of the New Tes-

tament manuscripts is stronger than ever. 

August 30, 6 p.m. 

We now have the capability to  

accept online giving!  You may vis-

it www.fumceufaula.org and click 

the green “GIVE” button, or visit 

Tithe.ly.  You may also download 

the Title.ly app for your phone.  In 

addition to regular giving, you 

may also submit registration fees 

for youth events or Mom Tribe,  

donate to Kanz for Kids, etc.   

http://www.fumceufaula.org
http://www.Tithe.ly


August 26 Volunteers 

►Acolytes 

11:00 — TBA 

►Sacristy Prayer Leaders 

  8:30 — Alice Kay Shoemaker 

11:00 — Paula Irby 

►Ushers 

  8:30 — Nick & Heather Smith 

11:00 — John Howard 

 Richard Wingate 

 Ang Schramm 

 Lance Abbott 

►Lay Readers 

  8:30 — Cindi Hall 

11:00 — Brenda Parker 

►Greeters 

  8:30 — Heather Smith,  

 Emilee & Robbie 

11:00 — Brenda Parker 

 Robin Flewellen 

►Elevate Supper 

  6:10 — TBA  

Calendar of Events 

►Sunday, August 26 

Worship 8:30 

Sunday School 9:45 

Worship 11:00 

Acolyte Training 4:00 

Elevate — Hootenanny 5:30 

►Tuesday, August 28 

Worship Team 9:00 

►Wednesday, August 29 

Chancel Choir 7:00 

►Thursday, August 30 

Movie—”Fragments of Truth”  6:00 

Hey FUMC Family! 

 

Here’s this week’s Elevate Top 5! 

 

1)  Anybody that had the back to school blues 

this week was able to come out on Sun-

day night and brighten up their mood.  Literal-

ly, we threw paint at each other and left a 

technicolored mess!  It was our Paint War 

night!  We spend the whole month of August 

doing what we call “Front Porch Events.”  We constantly tell our kids that 

the events aren’t for them!  That sounded weird to them for the longest 

time, but it’s true!  When we plan a front porch event we plan it for their 

friends!  It’s a GREAT time to invite a friend that isn’t part of our family 

yet!  

 

2)  This week is a GREAT opportunity 

to invite someone to the front porch.  

It’s our 3rd Annual Hootenanny!!  

Dust off your favorite hillbilly attire 

and come get ready to boot scoot 

and boogie!  The hootenanny is our 

fall kickoff.  This begins a brand new 

year of great things to come!  Get 

excited and come hang out at 5:30! 

 

3)  We’ll have a fall parents meeting 

at 5:30 on Sunday September 9.  

We’ll meet while the kids eat!  I just 

want to share some of the exciting things we have coming up along with 

our vision for this school year.  I also want to give you ways to get plugged 

in and partner with what we’re doing for the youth in our community.  Af-

ter the meeting, consider hanging out and seeing what a night of Elevate is 

like!! 

 

4)  Stay tuned for news coming soon about our Wednesday night Bible 

study!  We’re making plans to make Wednesday nights even better!  Here’s 

what we know so far: Starting September 5 we’ll meet at 6 p.m. for Bible 

Study.  Put it on your calendar.  More details on that coming soon! 

 

5)  Be sure to stay in the loop!  Follow us on Facebook at “FUMC Eufaula 

Youth Ministry” to see some great 

pics of our paint war!  Follow us 

on instagram at ElevateEufaula.  

You can even sign up for text  

updates by texting @elevate88 to 

81010.  

 

That’s all for now. 

God looks good on you— 

Britt 



Prayer List 

► New concerns: 

Gay Wright 

*Al Harbour 

 

 

► Continue to pray for: 

*Jackie Devlin 

*Kirven Gary 

Barbara Whitney 

*Josh Jones 

Mitzi Tzerman 

Dave Allen 

*Jane Pody 

Jim Roberts 

George Williams 

Mary Sellers 

Linda Dudewicz 

Cruz Rios 

*Mel Stephenson 

*John Hagood 

*Louise Britt 

*Betty Searcy 

Walter Harmer 

*John Jenkins 

Bobby Gray 

Kathy Armstrong 

*Taylor Washington 

*Jeff Richards 

*Brian Devlin-Meagher 

Mary Lindsey Hannahan 

*Richard Boyette 

 

The Pastor’s Page 

A Look at August 19 
Sunday School .................. 76 

8:30 Worship ................... 41 

11:00 Worship .................. 92 

Total Worship ................. 133 

Offering received ......... $5,704 

YTD received ........... $277,898 

BTT balance ............ $263,041 

► Prayer list guidelines: 

Names remain for 4 weeks unless 

requested to remain.  

* denotes church members. 

The Book – Trustworthy 

The standard argument goes something like this: “The New Testament (or 

Bible) has been copied and recopied so many times it is impossible to 

know what the originals really said.”  Some even trot out the tired old  

cliché that it is like kids playing telephone.  One kid whispers a message 

into another’s ear, and that one does the same to another, down a long 

line of kids.  When the last kid is asked what was said, the message is 

nothing like what began. 

The problem with those two arguments is that they are just not true of the 

New Testament. 

The Scriptures were copied many different times, but that process was so 

meticulously controlled, that few mistakes were made.  The mistakes that 

were made are known because we have thousands of manuscripts with 

which to compare the documents.  This is a painstaking process known as 

Textual Criticism.  Critical (analytical) editions of the Greek New Testa-

ment contain notations about these mistakes on almost every page so that 

scholars make informed decisions about what the correct reading should 

be, based on time-tested principles. 

The result is that we are very confident about the text we have.  In fact, 

less than 3% of the text is in question; and of that 3%, nothing touches on 

any primary doctrine of the church. 

If you want to know more about how this is done, join us for our movie 

night on Thursday, August 30th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Recharge 

Let me remind you that our Wednesday programs start again on September 

5th.  However, there will be no meal provided.  I hope that we can in-

crease Wednesday night involvement and once again offer meals. 



“I Stand Alone on the Word of God…” 

To many of you, the phrase above might be familiar.  It is from the Sunday School song,  

“The B-I-B-L-E.”  This is the one that goes, “The B-I-B-L-E, yes that’s the book for me…”  Many 

of us sang it as kids.  So yeah, Billy, I remember that…so what?  I’ll tell you.  Sometimes when 

children sing that type of song or even some of the hymns that we use in a church service, they 

can get the wrong impression.  Most of us would not even think about standing on a Bible but 

children do when they hear these words.  I heard once about a child who asked to sing the hymn 

about the bear.  When asked what he meant, the child said, “You know, Gladly, the bear.”  A 

still confused song leader pursued the question even farther and the child said, “I want to sing about Gladly, the 

cross-eyed bear.”  I am not making this up folks and am certainly not making fun of any hymn. 

Or consider the child that thought the Lord’s Prayer said “forgive us our trash baskets.”  Again, I am not trying to be 

facetious. This is true.  Or how about “Round John Virgin” in “Silent Night”; the correct words being “all is bright 

‘round yon virgin mother and child.”  Or perhaps, “Low in the gravy lay…” instead of “Low in the grave He 

lay…”  I’m really not trying to get a laugh from you and I did not make these up.  We just simply can’t be sure what 

our children are thinking the words might be. 

Now I may be straining at a gnat as they say, but you may want to be a little more aware of what your children think 

the lyrics of our hymns actually are.  The word for this is mondegreen.  It’s like listening to Creedence Clearwater 

Revival and thinking that the words in “Bad Moon Rising” are “there’s a bathroom on the right.”  We’ve all done it. 

In fact, I have gone most of my life thinking that a song’s lyrics said one thing only to discover in recent years they 

said something else.   

So listen anew sometimes to the way your kids are singing a hymn.  You might be surprised.  And yeah, it is cute but 

at the same time, it would be great if they really understood what the words truly mean. 

I look forward to seeing all of you on Sunday.   

God bless, 

Billy 

 

The mission of First United Methodist Church is  

to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of our church, community and world. 

Birthdays 

 

Friday, August 24 

► Katherine Tye 

Phillip Wills 

 

Saturday, August 25 

► Ann Mitchell 

Sellers Smith 

 

Monday, August 27 

► Stephen Conniff 

Britt Irvin 

Louise Jones 

Caty Richardson 

 

Thursday, August 30 

► Sealy Smith 

Contact 

Us  

 
Alan Cassady: 

alan@fumceufaula.org 

850-418-3303 

 

Britt Martin: 

britt@fumceufaula.org 

678-953-4602 

►Meets every other Thursday at FUMC from 8:30—

10:30 a.m. beginning August 23. 

►Childcare provided. 

►www.fumceufaula.org/register for more infor-

mation or to register. 

►Join the Mom Tribe of Eufaula FaceBook Group or 

email momtribe@fumceufaula.org for more infor-

mation and to stay connected.  

mailto:scott@fumceufaula.org
mailto:britt@fumceufaula.org
http://www.fumceufaula.org/register
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1714158631965740/about/
mailto:momtribe@fumceufaula.org

