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Deadline to apply: April 30
Please note that the Scholarship
Committee will meet on Tuesday,
May 1 at 5:15 p.m. to review applications and award scholarships.

Church Directory App
If you have the
Instant Church
Directory app
on your phone,
please note
that you will
need to log in
again following
a recent upgrade. If you
don’t know
your password,
you can request they email you a
link to re-set it. A new feature
allows you to see groups. Ours are
set up as various committees
(Trustees, SPR, etc.) Please contact Pam in the church office if
you need any assistance.

Our high school seniors will be
recognized at the 11 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, May 13. They
will also be honored at a breakfast
prior to the service. Please join
us in wishing all the best to these
students as they begin the next
chapter of their lives.

FUMC Women’s Event
Saturday, June 9
Speaker: District
Superintendent
Sara Shaver
More details will be available soon.

Volunteers Needed!
Last Sunday of Each Month
The Missions Team is collecting
after-school snacks for children
at Eagle’s Rest Ministries.
●

Water Bottles (small)

●

Capri Suns

●

Cracker Packs

●

Other Snacks

Please leave donations on the
missions shelf on the first floor
of the education building.

We are looking for members
who’d like to assist with our summer Elevate youth meals. The
summer schedule is different from
our regular meal
rotation calendar.
This is an easy way
to get involved and
interact with our
fabulous youth and leaders!
Please contact Traci Murph at
tracimurph@wallace.edu or text
334.695.3061 for more information or to get your assignment.

Hey FUMC Family!
Here’s this week’s Elevate Top 5!
1) This coming week at Elevate we'll be starting a new
series where we really focus on what it looks like to be
welcoming. We will begin praying for our rising 6th
graders and make plans to help their transition be as
smooth and exciting as possible. There's only 2 more
Elevates before school gets out! Make sure you don't miss out on the fun!

April 29 Volunteers
►Acolyte
11:00 — Katherine Tye
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Bob Powers
11:00 — Charlie Schaeffer
►Ushers
8:30 — James Ernest Ransom
Buck Earnest
11:00 — Brad Murph, Jim Gardner
Billy Houston
Britt Washington
Brenda Parker

►Lay Readers
8:30 — Margaret Baugh
11:00 — Charlie Schaeffer
►Greeters
8:30 — Pam Wilkes
11:00 — Richard & Erin Wingate

2) We're so thankful for your support of our
international mission team through The Giving Wall in the parlor outside our sanctuary.
The response so far has been incredible!
There's still plenty of envelopes left. If
you're interested in supporting our trip to
Ecuador this summer, you can grab an envelope off the wall, drop a check (or cash) with
the amount labeled on the envelope, and
put it in the offering place or swing it by the
church office. We had a very impactful trip
to Ecuador last year and believe that we will this year, too. Thank you in
advance for partnering as we strive to be the hands and feet of Christ.
3) SUMMER IS COMING! If you’re a
youth parent, you should’ve already
received your summer calendar in the
mail. If you haven’t, let me know and
I’ll be sure to get one to you! Go
ahead and put Sunday, May 20 on your
calendar. That’s our Summer Kickoff
Luau!

►Children’s Church
11:00 — Laney McWhorter
►Elevate Supper
6:10 — Julie Bailey, Caroline Goff

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, April 29
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Elevate

8:30
9:45
11:00
5:30

►Monday, April 30
Office Staff Meeting

10:00

►Tuesday, May 1
Worship Team
Scholarship Committee

9:00
5:15

►Wednesday, May 2
Men’s Breakfast
Bible Study (adults)
Elevate Next Level
Spring Choir/Chancel Choir

7:00
5:45
6:00
7:00

4) Speaking of summer, we’ve got a
couple of mission trips happening during that season! One of them (Atlanta) is open to everyone and one is a
middle school trip that happens here in town and is led by our High School
students (2nd Mile). You can register now for those trips at
www.fumceufaula.org/register.
5) One of our very special days is coming up very soon. On May 13 we'll be
recognizing our graduates. If you're the parent of a senior, please email
Pam a formal senior picture along with a couple of candids by noon on
Thursday, April 26! We can't wait to celebrate where our graduates have
been and pray for them as they continue their journey! This year we're
doing something a little different from just recognizing our graduates. We
want to make sure they feel recognized moving forward into college.
We're going to have an "Adopt-a-Grad" program this year! That's right,
you and your family can adopt your very own graduate! In doing so, you'd
be committing to send a couple cards each year, a care package, and to
pray for them. If you'd like more specific information on this please contact me by Thursday, May 3!
That’s all for now!
God looks good on you —
Britt

The Pastor’s Page
Being the Body of Christ
Then [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.” — Matthew 9:37–38
Do you think Jesus’ prayers got answered? Of course, they did, especially
the one above.
As the Church, we are the answer to Jesus’ prayer if we give ourselves to
be his servants — his body. One of the metaphors for the New Testament
people of God is the Body of Christ. Because Jesus, through his spirit lives
in us, individually and collectively, we are the body of Christ, the ongoing
incarnation of God in this world. And from the very beginning, human
beings have been part of the plan to fix this broken world. YOU are a part
of God’s plan to fix this broken world.
That last statement can leave us overwhelmed. However, when we join
together with other followers of Jesus, as the church, we can accomplish
many things. That’s the way it has always been.
Some people immediately say, “Not me, there’s no way I could part of
God’s plan to redeem the world” — followed up by a laundry list of reasons
why. Last week in our Wednesday night Bible Study we were introduced to
the Judges of Israel. These were men and women who were God’s special
agents sent to deliver Israel from oppression. They were not saints with
stellar resumes. They were fearful, broken, hardheaded people who only
did what God asked. And don’t get me started on the disciples!
If God can use simple, fearful, broken, hardheaded persons to change the
world, he can use people like you and me to fix it. There are spiritual
needs that God wants to meet, not through people like you, but through
YOU. It's time to be the Body of Christ.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*Kirven Gary
Tom Gardner

► Continue to pray for:
*Josh Jones
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette

► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at April 22
Sunday School .................. 65
8:30 Worship ................... 34
11:00 Worship .................. 95
Total Worship ................. 129
Offering received........... $TBA
YTD received ................ $TBA
BTT balance ............ $266,041

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Saturday, April 28
► Lance Abbott
Dorothy Ann Lockwood
Sunday, April 29
► Addison Phillips
Thursday May 3

Children’s Choir Program

► Myrtle Johnson

is TONIGHT! Don’t miss it!

Contact Us
Alan Cassady:
alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303

Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org
678-953-4602

The end-of-year program presented by
our Genesis Choir and Joyful Singers Choir
will be Wednesday, April 25, at 6:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to share this blessing
from our children and their leaders!

Dear FUMC,
There is a contemporary Christian song written in the late 80’s entitled “I Will Change
Your Name.” In fact, several years ago, I believe that we used it for a time in our
morning worship services. I call your attention to this song because of Pastor Alan’s
series of sermons right now. In his most recent sermon, he spoke on the fact that God
welcomes everyone and they may come as they are. But God does expect us to grow
and change through His grace. So you can see how this particular song came into my
mind.
And here’s the thing…as we change, we can find more joy in life. The lyrics of the song
are: “I will change your name, you shall no longer be called wounded, outcast, lonely or afraid. I will change your
name, your new name shall be confidence, joyfulness, overcoming one, faithfulness, friend of God, one who seeks
my face.” Through our intentional work toward following God’s word, we can realize more confidence, joy, and all
the other wonderful things available from God’s grace.
In the musical “Godspell,” we find the song “Day By Day.” Some of the words say, “O dear Lord, three things I pray
— to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, walk with thee more nearly day by day.” This is a super goal
for us as well. But to do these things, we should be willing to seize the opportunities provided to us to do those
things. Again, as Pastor Alan says, God welcomes us as we are, but gives us the opportunities to become even more
than we are now.
There is a hymn entitled “I Come With Joy.” The first verse says, “I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven,
loved, and free, in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me, his life laid down for me.” I wonder how
many of us come to God with joy through our daily prayers or as we enter into worship? Hopefully, most of us do.
God is listening and God is worthy of our best worship. So this Sunday, as we enter into our worship experience, I
pray that we can all be more joyful knowing that God is among us and loves us unconditionally.
See you all on Sunday.
God bless,
Billy

