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First United Methodist Church
Let’s Play Dominoes!
Children’s Choir Program
The end-of-year program presented by our Genesis Choir and Joyful
Singers Choir will be Wednesday,
April 25, at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is
invited to share this blessing from
our children and their leaders!

Deadline to apply: April 30
Please note that the Scholarship
Committee will meet on Tuesday,
May 1 at 5:15 p.m. to review applications and award scholarships.

Thanks to Your Support...

The Giving Wall
You can support our summer youth
mission trip to Ecuador by taking
an envelope from the Giving Wall
in the parlor outside of our sanctuary, placing the designated
amount of money in it, and either
dropping it in the offering plate or
returning it to the church office.
Your support will be greatly appreciated!

►Five new COT participants are
enrolled in Awaken classes.
►One participant is a recently
pinned Certified Nurse Assistant
and is working in the health field.
►Two other participants are Certified Nurse Assistants and are working in the health field.
►One participant is two classes
away from earning an Associates
Degree from Wallace College.
►One participant is enrolled in
the Ready to Work program
through Wallace College.

The Discipleship Team is organizing
a Mexican Train Domino group on
the third Saturday of each month
beginning April 21, 2018. We will
meet at 2:00 p.m. at Brickstone
Burgers, 207 East Broad Street.
Beginners are welcome! Come to
learn and play Mexican Train and
to enjoy the company of other
adults. Bring your friends or neighbors and have some fun with us!

Flower Calendar
If you would like to
place flowers in
the sanctuary
during 2018,
please call the
church office. We
especially need to fill
this date quickly: 4/29. Other
available dates include: 7/15,
8/5, 9/9, 9/30, 10/7, and 10/21.

April 22 Volunteers
►Acolytes
11:00 — Jackson Mitchell
TBD
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Caryl Munford
11:00 — Linda Grice
►Ushers
8:30 — Nick & Heather Smith
11:00 — John Howard
Ang Schramm
Richard Wingate
Lance Abbott

►Lay Readers
8:30 — Aubrey Baugh
11:00 — Toni Houston
►Greeters
8:30 — The Baugh family
11:00 — Beth Kasper, Robin Flewellen
►Children’s Church
11:00 — Carly Wilbourne
►Elevate Supper
6:10 — Julie Bailey, Caroline Goff

Calendar of Events
►Saturday, April 21
Domino Group

2:00

►Sunday, April 22
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Elevate

8:30
9:45
11:00
5:30

►Tuesday, April 24
Discipleship Team

5:15

►Wednesday, April 25
Children’s Choirs
Supper
Children’s Choir Program
Spring Choir/Chancel Choir

4:30
5:30
6:00
7:00

Hey FUMC Family!
Here’s this week’s Elevate Top 5!
1) This week at Elevate we continued
our Songs in Psalm series. We talked about a
few of the Psalms that were written to help
the Israelites tell part of their history. We
really focused on the fact that these songs
were written by real people about real events.
The other impactful thing we learned about
these writings is that even though they were
often writing about horrible tragedies, their always included praise to God
in their songs. They had a choice to make in how they told these stories.
We also have a choice to make in how we tell OUR stories! Our stories
matter and so does how we tell them. We encouraged our kids to look for
ways to give God praise even in the dark times of their stories.
2) We're so thankful for your support of our international mission team
through The Giving Wall in the parlor outside our sanctuary. The response
so far has been incredible! There's still plenty of envelopes left. If you're
interested in supporting our trip to Ecuador this summer, you can grab an
envelope off the wall, drop a check (or cash) with the amount labeled on
the envelope, and put it in the offering place or swing it by the church office. We had a very impactful trip to Ecuador last year and believe that
we will this year, too. Thank you in advance for partnering as we strive to
be the hands and feet of Christ.
3) SUMMER IS COMING! If you’re a youth parent, you should’ve already
received your summer calendar in the mail. If you haven’t, let me know
and I’ll be sure to get one to you! Go ahead and put Sunday, May 20 on
your calendar. That’s our Summer Kickoff Luau!
4) Speaking of summer, we’ve got a couple of mission trips happening during that season! One of them is open to everyone (Atlanta) and one is a
middle school trip that happens here in town and is led by our High School
students (2nd Mile). You can register now for those trips at
www.fumceufaula.org/register.
5) One of our very special days is coming up very soon. On May 13 we'll be
recognizing our graduates. If you're the parent of a senior, please email
Pam a formal senior picture along with a couple of candids by noon on
Thursday, April 26! We can't wait to celebrate where our graduates have
been and pray for them as they continue their journey!
5 1/2) This week you get a bonus item! Well, sorta. I just have something
to add on to the above item and I didn't want you to miss it! This year
we're doing something a little different from just recognizing our graduates. We want to make sure they feel recognized moving forward into college. We're going to have an "Adopt-a-Grad" program this year! That's
right, you and your family can adopt your very own graduate! In doing so,
you'd be committing to send a couple cards each year, a care package, and
to pray for them. If you'd like more specific information on this, please
contact me by Thursday, May 3!
That’s all for now.
God looks good on you —
Britt

The Pastor’s Page
Don’t Stay as You Are
We have often heard the phrase, “God loves you just as you are.” In fact,
I have even said it. Some take that to mean that God will accept you as
you are, and you never have to do anything; you can keep living the way
you are. That’s not the way it works.
The reason we come to Christ in the first place is that our lives are out of
alignment with what God wants for us. Does it make sense to come to
Christ because our lives are out of sync with what God wants and then
remain that way? NO!
God fully accepts us as we are and grants us his grace, so we can become
more of what God intended us to be. To come to Christ and refuse his
grace is not to come at all — we are self-deceived. God’s grace is given
not just for our acceptance, but also for our transformation.
Transformation can only take place with the help of grace and the work of
the Holy Spirit. One way to allow these to move toward growth is to do a
personal inventory. Ask yourself questions like:
•

Where have I been a witness to others today?

•

How have I allowed the Scriptures to shape my life today?

•

Have I spent time with Christ in prayer today?

•

Where have I denied Christ today through my thoughts or actions?

•

How will I guard against that weakness tomorrow?

God loves you just the way you are, but he loves you too much to let you
stay that way.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*Kirven Gary
Tom Gardner
*Gene Watson

► Continue to pray for:
*Josh Jones
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette

► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at April 15
Sunday School.....................
8:30 Worship ....................30
11:00 Worship...................92
Total Worship ................. 122
Offering received ........ $7,920
YTD received ............$135,045
BTT balance .............$266,041

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Sunday, April 22
► John Shoemaker

Last Recharge
Meal
Next Wednesday will be
our last Recharge meal for
the school year.

Contact
Us

Wednesday, April 25
Chicken Fingers
Macaroni & Cheese
Sweet Peas
Rolls, Dessert

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303

Alan Cassady:

Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

Most of you know that I really, really enjoy presenting the “children’s sermon” each
week. One reason, of course, is that I love children. Another reason is that I want
children to know that they are important to us and also to God. As much as I love the
children to whom I speak each week, I know that God loves his children even more. I’m
sure that God finds joy in all of his children just as I do with the children on Sunday
mornings. It is important that we always remember that God considers all of us his
children; whether we are new born or whether we are past 100 years, we are still his
children.
There’s a hymn in The United Methodist Hymnal which speaks to this. You can find it on
page 141 and it is entitled “Children of the Heavenly Father.” Two of the verses say, “Children of the heavenly
father safely in his bosom gather; nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. Neither life nor
death shall ever from the Lord his children sever; unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he
knoweth.” What a promise!
Each week, I end my children’s time with a prayer and in that prayer, I make sure to thank God for the miracles of
these children. They are truly miracles and we should always remember that. God has entrusted us with these
little miracles. And you know, they will never stop being miracles. Therefore, we are all miracles and gifts from
God. I pray that we will never treat anyone less than the miracle and gift that he or she is.
When we support “Kans for Kids” and other children’s missions, when we help with Vacation Bible School, or when
we spend the time to speak kindly to a child, we are showing our love for God’s miracles. We are showing our
thanks and our respect for God’s miracles. I end with Mark 9: 36-37. “He took a little child whom he placed among
them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, “whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” May all of God’s
children be important to us and welcome in our lives.
I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday.
God bless,
Billy

