101 E. Barbour Street
P. O. Box 72
Eufaula, AL 36072
(334) 687-8227
(334) 687-8285 FAX
fumc@eufaula.rr.com
www.fumceufaula.org

Pastor
Dr. Alan Cassady
Youth/Missions Director
Britt Martin
Music Director
Billy Wilbourne
Office Staff
Jodi Stockberger
Pam Hunter

VOLUME XXXIV
NUMBER 15

April 11, 2018

First United Methodist Church
Flower Calendar
If you would like to
place flowers in the
sanctuary during 2018,
please call the church
office. Available dates include:
4/29, 5/27, 7/15, 8/5, 9/9, 9/30,
10/7, and 10/21.

Children’s Choir Program
The end-of-year program presented by our Genesis Choir and Joyful
Singers Choir will be Wednesday,
April 25, at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is
invited to share this blessing from
our children and their leaders!

Church Council
The Church
Council will
meet on Tuesday, April 17,
at 5:30 p.m. in
the sanctuary.

Deadline to apply: April 30
Please note that the Scholarship
Committee will meet on Tuesday,
May 1 at 5:15 p.m. to review applications and award scholarships.

BINGO!
The Discipleship Team is organizing a Mexican Train
Domino group on the third Saturday of each month
beginning April 21, 2018. We will meet at 2:00 p.m.
at Brickstone Burgers, 207 East Broad Street, Eufaula.
Beginners are welcome! Come to learn and play Mexican Train and to enjoy the company of other adults.
Bring your friends or neighbors and have some fun
with us!

Upcoming Meetings
►Office Staff
Monday, 4/16,
10:00 a.m.
►CARE Team
Tuesday, 4/17,
4:30 p.m.
►Church Council
Tuesday, 4/17, 5:30 p.m.
►Discipleship Team
Tuesday, 4/24, 5:15

The Giving Wall
You can support our summer youth mission
trip to Ecuador by taking an envelope from
the Giving Wall in the parlor outside of our
sanctuary, placing the designated amount of
money in it, and either dropping it in the
offering plate or returning it to the church
office. Your support will be greatly appreciated!

We offer our deepest sympathy
and heartfelt condolences to Karen
Andrews, Michelle & Charlie Lee
following the death of Jo Morton.
Please pray for God’s peace & comfort to surround this family in
Christ.

Hey FUMC Family!
Here’s this week’s Elevate Top 5!

April 15 Volunteers
►Acolytes
11:00 — Annie Wingate
Claire Thomas
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Buck Earnest
11:00 — Brad Murph
►Ushers
8:30 — Greg & Virginia Clark
11:00 — Ben Taylor, David Grice
Alexandra Conniff, Ben Tye

►Lay Readers
8:30 — Cindi Hall
11:00 — Carolyn Tweddell
►Greeters
8:30 — Bob Powers
11:00 — Martha & Dan McKenzie
►Children’s Church
11:00 — Caty Richardson
►Elevate Supper
6:10 — Catherine Thomas
Margaret Baugh

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, April 15
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Elevate

8:30
9:45
11:00
5:30

►Monday, April 16
Office Staff Meeting

10:00

►Tuesday, April 17
Worship Team
CARE Team
Church Council

9:00
4:30
5:30

►Wednesday, April 18
Children’s Choirs
Supper
Bible Study (adults)
Elevate Next Level (youth)
Handbells
Spring Choir/Chancel Choir

4:30
5:30
5:45
6:00
6:00
7:00

►Saturday, April 21
Domino Group

2:00

1) Last night at Elevate we kicked off a brand new
series called Songs in Psalm. We're spending a few
weeks really digging in to this giant songbook in the
middle of our Bibles. Last night we talked about
praying the psalms. We talked about the thought
that sometimes the psalms can speak for us even when we don't know the
words to speak for ourselves. There are psalms for happy times, sad times,
angry times, uncertain times, festival times, and famine times. We're really digging in on the fact that the psalms were an everyday part of the life
of the Israelites and asking what it would look like if these songs were a
bigger part of our lives today. We also had a Dr. Seuss rap battle, and
while the psalms were definitely our focus of the night, this sure did bring
us a lot of fun and laughter.
2) We're so thankful for your support of
our international mission team through
The Giving Wall in the parlor outside our
sanctuary. The response so far has been
incredible! There's still plenty of envelopes left. If you're interested in supporting our trip to Ecuador this summer,
you can grab an envelope off the wall,
drop a check (or cash) with the amount
labeled on the envelope, and put it in
the offering plate or swing it by the
church office. We had a very impactful
trip to Ecuador last year and believe that
we will this year, too. Thank you in advance for partnering with us as we strive
to be the hands and feet of Christ.
3) SUMMER IS COMING! If you’re a youth parent, you should’ve already
received your summer calendar in the mail. If you haven’t, let me know
and I’ll be sure to get one to you! Go ahead and put Sunday, May 20 on
your calendar. That’s our Summer Kickoff Luau!
4) Speaking of summer, we’ve got a couple
mission trips happening during that season!
One of them is open to everyone (Atlanta) and
one is a middle school trip that happens here
in town and is led by our High School students
(2nd Mile). You can register now for those
trips at www.fumceufaula.org/register.
5) Do you keep up with FUMC Youth on Social
Media? You should! You can follow us on
Facebook at FUMC Eufaula Youth Ministry.
We’re also on Instagram and Snapchat @elevateeufaula. If you want to
receive text message updates, you can text @elevate88 to 81010. We’d
love to keep you in the loop!
That’s all for now. God looks good on you — Britt

The Pastor’s Page
No One is Perfect
We know no one is perfect. It’s the biggest excuse we make when someone confronts us with something we have done wrong — we fire back with,
“Hey, nobody’s perfect!” I usually respond with, “I’m not expecting you
to be perfect, I’m expecting you to be better than that.” We are not perfect, but we pretend that we are.
We pretend to be perfect when we criticize others for things but don’t
take an honest look at ourselves. We may dislike others for their actions
or attitudes, but fail to realize people dislike us for the same reasons —
but how could anyone dislike us? Ask them, and you will find out!
Being perfect, in the common way we mean it, is not the goal for any of
us. The goal is to be continually growing into the image of Jesus. That
means increasing in our devotion and obedience to God and our love for
God and others. We cannot do that alone.
One of the Core Values of this church is, “We Gather: we follow Christ
best in small, covenant-based groups, as well as in worship, in which we
are accountable to God and one another.” But do we really? Only about
half of the folks here are in a small group or Sunday School class.
What if we took that Core Value seriously? If we took it seriously and applied ourselves to what we are learning, we would grow, indeed. We may
never be perfect, but by God’s grace, we can be better than we are.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*The Jo Morton family
*Kirven Gary
Tom Gardner
*Gene Watson
Bill Jones
Barbara Whitney
*Mary Lou Shaw
► Continue to pray for:
*Josh Jones
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette

► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at April 8
Sunday School.....................
8:30 Worship ....................28
11:00 Worship................. 111
Total Worship ................. 139
Offering received ........ $5,806
YTD received ............$127,083
BTT balance .............$266,041

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Friday, April 13
► Mary Ellen Mathias
Saturday, April 14
► Robert Bennett
Sunday, April 15
► Mary Parker Priest
Heather Smith
Carolyn Tweddell
Thursday, April 19

Contact
Us

► Ruth Mattox
Alan Cassady:

Recharge Menu

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303

Wednesday, April 18
Pork Steak
Rice, Gravy, Green Beans
Rolls, Dessert

Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

Search for
First United Methodist Church — Eufaula

678-953-4602

Dear FUMC,
First of all, many, many thanks to Cooper and Rhett for a job well done. They were our
soloists on Sunday on the Chancel Choir’s anthem, “Pie Jesu.” Great job, guys!!
Some of you reading this will know that this past Sunday, I wore my pajamas under my choir
robe at the 11:00 AM service. It was part of a point that I was making for the children’s
sermon. During the next few weeks, Pastor Alan will be talking about “No Perfect People”
which he feels that all churches should have on a sign out front. My wearing of pajamas was
a way I had of having a “come-as-you-are” party for the children that morning. Ultimately, I
wanted the children to understand that it does not matter who you are or what you wear
when you come to church. You can always come as you are and God will be pleased. We
should remember that when people come as they are, God has a chance to show His grace and change their lives.
Now I am not going to attempt to direct you to the text of any song that talks about wearing your pajamas to church but
I will direct you to the well-known hymn “Amazing Grace” which we sang this past Sunday. The opening verse says,
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now
I see.” I believe this says it all. This is the reason that we should be welcoming to others and hopefully invite them to
our services. One never knows what is going on in the lives of others. It can change a person’s life for the better if they
are invited to church and are shown love while there.
But here’s the thing…we are not inviting them to try to mold them into our worship style or into wearing what we like to
wear. We are inviting them to experience God’s grace. At one time in my life, I wanted folks to come to my church
because I was proud of the way the service was conducted and I was hoping that they would like it too. But I am so glad
that I have changed my way of thinking. We need to share our faith and God’s grace. It’s great if we like our worship
style but it should not be a deterrent to others seeking God. As most of you have noticed, the worship team is trying to
make our worship experience a little easier to follow. This is something that many who have “always done it this way”
don’t realize. We know what to do but others may not. Personally, I enjoy a more formal service but I do see the need
to make it user friendly. And too, we could make sure that we aid newcomers during the service if necessary. I know
that I am far from perfect and I am truly thankful that God loves me anyway.
I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday. God bless — Billy

