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First United Methodist Church
All men are
invited to
join us on
Wednesday,
April 4, at
7:00 a.m. in
the fellowship hall for our monthly Men’s
Breakfast. You’ll enjoy a delicious
meal for $5, a devotional by John
Martin and wonderful fellowship.
Please join us!

Holy Week Activities
Holy Thursday Communion
Thursday, March 29, 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday Worship
Friday, March 30, 6:00 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic
Saturday, March 31, 4:00 p.m.
Easter Worship
Sunday, April 1
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Ministry Team Meeting
Leaders of the committees
responsible for the various ministry functions of the church are
reminded to attend the first
Ministry Team meeting on Monday, April 9th at 5:30 p.m. in the
church office.

Saturday, March 31 — 4:00 p.m. — Fendall Hall
Join us for an Easter Egg Hunt followed by a picnic! The church will
provide chicken fingers and drinks, so please bring a blanket on which to
sit and items to share with others according to the first letter of your last
name. A-L: Desserts and M—Z: Side Dishes.

Pictures Needed
In our preparation for our musical patriotic program on May 16, we are
collecting pictures of those who fought in any of our wars who are no
longer living. This includes both those who were killed during their
deployment and those who have died since. If you would like for your
loved one’s picture to be a part of this presentation, please email it to
fumcmusic@eufaula.rr.com or bring it enclosed in an envelope to the
church office by Monday, April 9. Please contact Billy Wilbourne if you
have questions.

Recharge Menu
Wednesday, April 4
Chicken & Dumplings
Green Beans
Rolls, Dessert

Nametag Clips Available
If you would prefer a clip rather
than a lanyard for your nametag,
please ask a greeter for one on
Sunday morning. We have plenty!

Deadline to apply: April 30

Hey FUMC Family,
Here's this week's Elevate Top 5!

April 1 Volunteers
►Acolytes
11:00 — Sellers & Sealy Smith
Catie Reed Wilbourne
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Virginia Clark
11:00 — West Martin
►Ushers
8:30 — Morris Whitfield, Toni Davidson
11:00 — Charlie Schaeffer
Charles Irvin, Lamar Lee
Karen Bradford

►Lay Readers
8:30 — Pam Wilkes
11:00 — Billy Houston
►Greeters
8:30 — Pam Wilkes
11:00 — Johnny & Carolyn Tweddell
Ang Schramm
►Children’s Church
11:00 — No Children’s Church

Calendar of Events
►Thursday, March 29
Holy Thursday Worship

6:00

►Friday, March 30
Good Friday Worship

6:00

►Saturday, March 31
Easter Egg Hunt/Picnic

4:00

►Sunday, April 1
Worship
Sunday School
Worship

8:30
9:45
11:00

►Tuesday, April 3
Worship Team

9:00

►Wednesday, April 4
Men’s Breakfast
Children’s Choirs
Supper
Bible Study (adults)
Elevate Next Level (youth)
Handbells
Spring Choir/Chancel Choir

7:00
4:30
5:30
5:45
5:00
6:00
7:00

1) I hope everyone is enjoying a relaxing spring break
and a meaningful Holy Week. I know by the time you
read this it'll be at least Wednesday, but I encourage
you (if you have a smart phone) to download the "Easter Now" app. It gives
you a day by day timeline, map, and devotion of the path Jesus walked and
the things he encountered on his last days before the cross. It's been a
very easy and quick way to up my Holy Week game this year. Check it out!
2) There will be NO ELEVATE this Sunday Night! Enjoy the time with your
family.
3) This Sunday (Easter) we'll have an Easter
Breakfast for ALL YOUTH in the Youth Room
at 9:45! Come hang out and spend some time
together as we celebrate Resurrection Day!!
4) I have a few "Save The Dates" to give you
as we head down the home stretch of the
school year and come full speed ahead into summer.
a.) May 20 will be our Summer Kickoff Luau. This will be the day we
welcome our rising 6th graders into our youth group family.
b.) June 17-21 is our Atlanta Mission Trip. We
will basically repeat the trip we went on my
first summer here and serve predominantly
with those experiencing homelessness in the
greater Atlanta area.
c.) July 29-August 1 will be our 2nd Mile Mission
Week. This is a week where our Middle School
students help lead our children's mission camp
as well as serve in other ways in our community while being led by our high school students. It's a great way to have a
blast while serving our community.
5) Don't forget about all the Holy Week
activities this week at our church!
Come experience communion on Maundy Thursday (as well as see some of our
students lead in musical worship) at
6:00. We'll have a Good Friday Service
at 6 p.m. on Friday, and of course worship at 8:30 and 11:00 on Easter Sunday
(and don't forget about Easter Breakfast
for youth at 9:45). My prayer is that we
can all spend this week reflecting on
the passion of Jesus, the glorious hope
of his resurrection, and what that
means for us in our lives.
That's all for now.
God looks good on you —
Britt

The Pastor’s Page
Christus Victor
The Cross of Jesus Christ is the most recognized symbol of Christianity.
“Jesus died on the cross for me so I could be forgiven,” is what most Christians would say is the purpose of the cross. However, for the first 1,000
years of the church, the cross was understood differently.
Sometime before the creation of this world, Lucifer (Satan) rebelled
against God and enlisted a third of the angels to help him in his failed
coup attempt. After the creation of this world, Satan tempted Adam and
Eve to trust him over God and thereby gained control of this world. By
trusting Satan rather than God, Adam and Eve effectively gave their allegiance to the enemy, and Satan became the ruler of this world.
When Jesus was born into this world, he came as a covert operative
dropped behind enemy lines with a secret mission to regain the allegiance
of the people and release them from their bondage to sin and evil. In effect, Jesus’ birth was D-day for the forces of heaven.
Jesus came into the world and operated behind enemy lines to disrupt and
eventually destroy the hold Satan had on people. Every miracle and healing he performed was an act of sabotage to begin to release people from
their bondage. Every time Jesus spoke, whether to condemn injustice or
to show people the truth about their Father in heaven, he had the explicit
purpose of overturning the propaganda of the demonic regime that kept
them in bondage. With every act and every parable, Jesus shed light on
what life was supposed to be like and opened people’s minds to the truth.
Through Jesus, God released us to once again pledge our allegiance to God
and take our rightful place as God’s representatives and stewards of this
world. Satan’s hold over our hearts and minds was broken so that we are
once again free to serve God.
However, many do not know that the war is over. Like the Japanese soldiers on isolated Pacific islands who continued to fight for months after
the end of WWII, many people still live under the domination of the evil
one. When the Apostle Paul encountered the resurrected Christ on the
road to Damascus, he received a commission “to open [people’s] eyes, so
that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those
who are sanctified by faith in me” (Acts 26:18).
That is what Easter is all about, proclaiming to the world that Jesus has
indeed won the victory and that by giving our allegiance to him we can
share in his victory. When we confess our trust in Jesus and renounce our
former citizenship, a
change begins in us. As
we choose to learn and
manifest the life of the
kingdom of God in our
lives, we are transformed, and we proclaim
the victory of Jesus to
the whole world.
Jesus Christ is risen; He
is risen indeed!
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*Gene Watson
Bill Jones
Barbara Whitney
*Mary Lou Shaw

► Continue to pray for:
*Josh Jones
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette

► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at March 25
Sunday School.....................
8:30 Worship ....................43
11:00 Worship................. 105
Total Worship ................. 148
Offering received ........ $3,131
YTD received ............$109,017
BTT balance .............$266,041

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Friday, March 30
► Claire Thomas
Saturday, March 31
► Nick Smith
Sunday, April 1
► Dee Miller
Monday, April 2
► Jackie Devlin
Leckie Mattox
Pam Wilkes
Tuesday, April 3
► Charlotte Martin
Wednesday, April 4
► Teresa Orr
Thursday, April 5
► Emilee Turner

Contact
Us
Alan Cassady:

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303
Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

Offerings left on the altar rail on
communion Sundays are used to
assist families in need through the
Family Service Center. Thank you in
advance for your offerings!

Dear FUMC,
We are in the final week of Lent which we know as Holy Week. It should be a time for
prayer and self-reflection. It is also a week in which we have extra evening services at
the church. There will be services on both Thursday and Friday evenings this week
which will help to ready us for the festival of Eastertide. As Easter approaches, there is
most likely other preparation as well. Perhaps your family has a tradition of wearing
new clothes on Easter Sunday which is in keeping with history as the new clothes are a
symbolic gesture for Easter. But when I was growing up, there was a most unusual
occurrence around our house which lasted for many weeks.
My grandmother, Hattie Lewis, my great grandmother, Mamie Drewry (while she was still with us), my great aunt,
Stella Flewellen, and my mother, Elizabeth Wilbourne, began making Easter Eggs. Now I don’t mean just dyeing
eggs. They would begin probably in January turning normal eggs which were emptied of their contents into very
intricate characters. From Mama and Papa Rabbit to clowns and cheerleaders, they manufactured these wonderful
eggs. They sold their eggs at the local tax office at the court house where my grandmother was deputy tax
assessor. Bottom line, they made enough money for us to go on vacation each year to Daytona Beach. So Easter,
among other things is a fond reminder of my family.
I thought I might mention a few symbols of Easter in this “Music Notes”. The Easter Egg represents Jesus’
emergence from the tomb. The Easter Bunny first arrived in America in the 1700’s with German immigrants. This
egg-laying hare was called Osterhase. The children made nests and the bunny would lay eggs in these nests. The
Easter lily is a reminder of the purity of Christ. The lamb is the only truly Christian symbol (as others originated in
pagan history). Lamb was eaten at Passover and the lamb reminds Christians of “the Lamb of God”. And finally,
pretzels are also a symbol. The twisted shape symbolizes arms crossed in prayer.
So there you have it. But however we may celebrate Easter, hopefully we will never forget the most important
symbol, the cross. It reminds us that Jesus died and rose for us. Thanks be to God.
I look forward to seeing all of you on Easter Sunday as we celebrate the resurrection!
God bless, Billy

