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Pictures Needed

Our family appreciates all
the prayers, cards and expressions of sympathy following
the death of Fred Williams.
Thank you,
Toni & David Davidson

In our preparation for our musical
patriotic program on May 16, we
are collecting pictures of those
who fought in any of our wars who
are no longer living. This includes
both those who were killed during
their deployment and those who
have died since.

Holy Week Activities

If you would like for your loved
one’s picture to be a part of this
presentation, please email it to
fumcmusic@eufaula.rr.com or
bring it enclosed in an envelope
to the church office by Monday,
April 9. Please contact Billy Wilbourne if you have questions.

Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic
Saturday, March 31, 4:00 p.m.

Palm Sunday is March 25. During
the 8:30 worship service, anyone in
the congregation is invited to
process with palms during the first
hymn. At the 11:00 service, we
invite all children to process with
the chancel choir. Please have
your children meet in the vestibule
a few minutes before the service.
An adult volunteer will greet them
and organize the processional.
After processing and placing their
palms on the altar rail, the children
will return to sit with their parents.
(Adults may feel free to accompany
very young children.)

Holy Thursday Communion
Thursday, March 29, 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday Worship
Friday, March 30, 6:00 p.m.

Easter Worship
Sunday, April 1
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Saturday, March 31 — 4:00 p.m. — Fendall Hall

No Recharge

We are now accepting donations of plastic eggs and bags of individually
wrapped candy for our Easter Egg Hunt. You may bring them to the church
office or leave them in the collection box in the education building. We
will also accept monetary donations and do the shopping for you!

We will not have
a meal or any Recharge
activities on March 28
due to Spring Break.

We will also enjoy a picnic after the hunt. The church will provide chicken
fingers and drinks, so please bring a blanket on which to sit and items to
share with others according to the first letter of your last name.
A-L: Desserts and M—Z: Side Dishes.

Hey FUMC Family,
The good news for you all is, we're back to our
regular Elevate Top 5 this week! Here it is!

March 25 Volunteers
►Acolyte
11:00 — Harris Bennett
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Terri Tarquinee
11:00 — Richard Wingate
►Ushers
8:30 — Bob Powers, Mike Killian
11:00 — James Mize, Leckie Mattox
Bruce & Mary Ellen Mathias
Marian Bargewell

1) As you may know, we've been spending the
last several weeks at Elevate talking about habits.
Our habits make up who we are! How we spend
our time over time is important! Sunday night, as
we wrapped up our series we gave our kids the
opportunity to put into practice what we’ve been talking about. They
broke up into groups and spent time in God’s word and praying for each
other. It was an awesome time!
2) We will not have Elevate this Sunday or Easter Sunday. Enjoy your
spring break and have fun with your family. Be on the lookout for some
spring break activities next week!

►Lay Readers
8:30 — Toni Davidson
11:00 — Pierce Hodnette

3) On Easter Sunday
(4/1) we’ll have a special
Easter Breakfast for all
youth in the youth room.
Be sure to come celebrate our risen Savior together and eat some waffles and bacon!

►Greeters
8:30 — Phillip & Janet Wills
11:00 — Charlie & Anne Schaeffer
►Children’s Church
11:00 — Ashley Washington

4) I hope you’ve gotten
your Summer Calendars in
the mail. We’ve got lots
of good stuff in the works for summertime! Youth Group in the summer is
one of my favorite things! We can’t wait for
AMped, 12:12, Summer Sundays, and Mission
Trips! Summer is coming!!

►Elevate Supper
6:10 — No Elevate

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, March 25
Worship
Sunday School
Worship

8:30
9:45
11:00

►Monday, March 26
Office Staff Meeting

10:00

►Tuesday, March 27
Worship Team
Discipleship Team

9:00
5:15

►Wednesday, March 28
No Recharge due to Spring Break
Spring Choir/Chancel Choir 7:00

5) Don’t forget about Elevate Next
Level Bible Study on Wednesdays at
6:00 p.m. We have a great group
that has been digging into the Bible
this year and would love to have
you join us if you’re looking to go a
little deeper.
That’s all for now.
God looks good on you—
Britt

Offering Update

►Thursday, March 29
Holy Thursday Worship

6:00

►Friday, March 30
Good Friday Worship

6:00

►Saturday, March 31
Easter Egg Hunt/Picnic

4:00

Thanks to your generosity, we
collected $1,780 for our UMCOR
Sunday offering. If you would
still like to donate, please submit
your check as soon as possible! (Make checks to FUMC and note UMCOR on
the memo line.)

The Pastor’s Page

Reconciliation
One of the saddest words in the English language is the word “estranged.”
This word means something has gone terribly wrong with a relationship. It
can happen with husbands and wives, parents and children, friends, and siblings.
In these relationships, love and concern were replaced with indifference
or even hatred. The people do not care for each other and would be OK
with never seeing each other again. They may try to avoid each other in
public or family holidays.
When people are estranged, even their friends can sense something is not
right. When they are in situations cannot avoid, the hostility hangs in the
air like a bad smell.
The Bible reminds us that our relationship with God was like that. The
Apostle Paul says that “you were at that time without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12).
In the rest of the passage, however, we find hope in two little phrases,
“But God” and “But now.” We may have been estranged, cut off, without
hope, but now everything has changed.
When two people are estranged, it usually remains that way until someone
decides to act to end the estrangement — that is what God did! The alienation was our fault. We started it and perpetuated it, but God moved to
do something about it. What did he do? The Cross.
This Sunday is known as Palm Sunday or Passion Sunday it the day that begins the last week of Jesus’ life on earth before his crucifixion. The cross
of Jesus made it possible for us to stop being God’s enemies and become
his friends. As the Apostle Paul says:
19
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens
with the saints and also members of the household of God,
20
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. (Ephesians 2:19–20)
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*Mary Lou Shaw
Carol Calton
► Deployed Overseas:
Logan Bargewell

► Continue to pray for:
*Josh Jones
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette

► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at March 18
Sunday School...................86
8:30 Worship ....................37
11:00 Worship................. 120
Total Worship ................. 157
Offering received ........ $7,901
YTD received ............$105,936
BTT balance .............$277,041

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Saturday, March 24
► Jackson Mitchell

Easter Lilies

Sunday, March 25
► Chris Wallace
Monday, March 26
► Virginia Ransom
Wednesday, March 28
► Ethan Olszyk
Thursday, March 29
► Grace Calton

Recharge Menu
Wednesday, March 28
NO RECHARGE MEAL
TODAY

Contact
Us
Alan Cassady:

If you would like to place a
lily on the cross or a potted
lily in the sanctuary this
Easter, please visit
www.fumceufaula.org/
easterlily.

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303
Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

The deadline to order is
Wednesday, March 21.

So … the cavalry came at Calvary??
When I was a little boy, our particular Sunday School classes would present one or two
songs to the “big church” during the Sunday School hour on Easter. I remember this
fondly and I can tell you right now that Cathy Taylor does too. The smell of the Easter
lilies mixed with the smell of furniture polish was just about intoxicating. To me, that
was the smell of Easter and it rated right up there with the visit from the Easter Bunny.
But, as you can imagine, I also liked the songs we sang. One such song was entitled,
“Wonderful Easter Story.” I still remember the words; “Wonderful Easter story, Jesus
left heaven’s glory, died on the cross at Calvary showing his love for you. Sing to the
Lord of glory, tell out the Easter Story, tell how he rose in victory showing his love for you.”
Even though I wasn’t sure about the word “Calvary,” I still sang with gusto. Then in my little brain I realized that I
knew a word that was pretty close to this word. The word with which I was familiar was “cavalry.” I knew all
about cavalry because the cavalry always came in the nick of time in all the movies I saw about early American life
and saved the day. So for years, this particular Easter song brought visions of guys on horses coming to the rescue.
And only recently did I decide that it wasn’t really a bad mistake. When Jesus died on the cross at Calvary, he
actually did rescue us. Through God’s grace, Jesus paid for our sins. And now I know that Jesus was better than a
cavalry of 100,000 soldiers. It really was an amazing thing that only God could do through his amazing love.
I look forward to seeing all of you this Palm Sunday.
God bless,
Billy

