
101 E. Barbour Street 

P. O. Box 72 

Eufaula, AL 36072 

(334) 687-8227 

(334) 687-8285 FAX 

fumc@eufaula.rr.com 

www.fumceufaula.org 

 

VOLUME XXXIV                                          

NUMBER 11 

 

March 14, 2018 

Pastor 

Dr. Alan Cassady 

Youth/Missions Director 

Britt Martin 

Music Director 

Billy Wilbourne 

Office Staff 

Jodi Stockberger 

Pam Hunter 

First United Methodist ChurchFirst United Methodist Church  

Easter Lilies 
If you would like to place a 

lily on the cross or a pot-

ted lily in the sanctuary 

this Easter, please visit 

www.fumceufaula.org/

easterlily or complete a paper or-

der form and submit it to the 

church office.  The order deadline 

is Wednesday, March  21. 

Pictures Needed 
In our preparation for our musical 

patriotic program on May 16, we 

are collecting pictures of those 

who fought in any of our wars who 

are no longer living.  This includes  

both those who were killed during 

their deployment and those who 

have died since. 

If you would like for your loved 

one’s picture to be a part of this 

presentation, please email it to 

fumcmusic@eufaula.rr.com or 

bring it enclosed in an envelope 

to the church office by Monday, 

April 9.  Please contact Billy Wil-

bourne if you have questions. 

Saturday, March 31  —  4:00 p.m.  —  Fendall Hall  

We are now accepting donations of plastic eggs and bags of individually 

wrapped candy for our Easter Egg Hunt.  You may bring them to the church 

office or leave them in the collection box in the education building.  We 

will also accept and monetary donations and do the shopping for you!   

We will also enjoy a picnic after the hunt.  The church will provide chicken 

fingers and drinks, so please bring a blanket on which to sit and items to 

share with others according to the first letter of your last name.   

A-L:  Desserts  and   M—Z:  Side Dishes.   

Hospitality  Team 
The Hospitality 

Team will meet on 

Sunday, March 18, 

at 5:00 p.m. in the 

church office. 
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Calendar of Events 

►Saturday, March 17 

Early Response Training 9:00 

►Sunday, March 18 

Worship 8:30 

Sunday School 9:45 

Worship 11:00 

VBS Planning Meeting 12:00 

Hospitality Committee 5:00 

Elevate 5:30 

►Tuesday, March 20 

Worship Team 9:00 

CARE Team 4:30 

►Wednesday, March 21 

Children’s Choirs 4:30 

Supper 5:30 

Bible Study (adults) 5:45 

Elevate Next Level (youth) 6:00 

Handbells 6:00 

Spring Choir/Chancel Choir 7:00 

 

March 18 Volunteers 

►Acolyte 

11:00 — Sam Miller 

►Sacristy Prayer Leaders 

  8:30 — Janet Wills 

11:00 —  Jenny Abbott 

►Ushers 

  8:30 — James Ernest Ransom 

  Buck Earnest 

11:00 —  Brad Murph, Jim Gardner 

  Billy Houston, Roy Crow 

  Britt Washington 

►Lay Readers 

  8:30 — Bob Powers 

11:00 — Linda Grice 

►Greeters 

  8:30 — Heather Smith  

  Emilee & Robbie  

11:00 —  Jane Boyette  

              Robin Flewellen 

►Children’s Church 

11:00 — Julie Bailey 

►Elevate Supper 

  6:10 — Erin Wingate, Elizabeth Gray 

 

Hey FUMC Family, 

Ok, I know I told you I'd get back to our regularly sched-

uled Elevate Top 5 this week, but I just have ONE more 

thing I'd love to share before we get back to regularly 

scheduled programming, if you'll indulge me.  

For the past few weeks at Elevate we've been talking about habits.  We've 

learned so far that we are a summation of our habits and that the true 

growth we see in our lives is when we engage in positive small (but life-

giving) habits over time.  Last week we began to make the connection to 

what this may mean for us as Christians — people living life together in a 

community of faith.  This week we took a look 

at the practice of Sabbath.  So often in our 

western world our culture tells us that Sab-

bath is taking a day to rest and do things that 

we enjoy.  We like to focus on the “not doing 

work” part of Sabbath.  But when God gave 

man the Sabbath it was so much more than 

that.  When the Israelites began practicing  

the Sabbath they were a people that were  

oppressed.  They were slaves.  Their value  

was judged based on how many bricks they created from week to week.  

When they began practicing Sabbath once a week it was a subversive act 

against their oppressors.  The masters didn't give the slaves a day off every 

week to go take the boat out and hit up the malls.  This was rebellion.  

This wasn't just a day off to relax.  This was a day to make a statement 

that they are more than what they produce. 

But that was just the beginning. They gathered each week on this day not 

just to remind themselves of their worth as humans, but to hear the stories 

of their God; to hear stories of their people.  They gathered each week to 

be reminded of who God says they are.  They gathered each week to build 

community with one another.  They did this to gain the strength they 

needed to survive in the world as slaves for another week.  Sabbath began 

as a subversive but essential practice for God's people to survive in the 

world they lived in.  

In 2018 in Eufaula, Alabama none of us are going out and making bricks as 

slaves every day (I don't think).  But so many of us feel like slaves to things 

in our lives.  So many of us have other people tell us our value throughout 

the week.  So many of us finish the week feeling beat down and exhaust-

ed.  Then so many of us are tempted to keep going throughout the week-

end whether it's homework, ball practice, working the extra hours, or 

whatever the case may be.  It's so easy to bypass this subversive, rebel-

lious, essential act of Sabbath.  I encourage you to take the time to come 

and gather with the family of God.  Hear our story.  Sing our songs.  Con-

nect with God.  Connect with others, and don't do it out of obligation.  God 

didn't make man for the Sabbath.  God made the Sabbath for man.  Do this 

so you can remember who you are in Christ.  Do this so you can have the 

strength to live as a Christian until we gather again.   

God looks good on you —  

Britt 



Prayer List 

► New concerns: 

Carol Calton 

 

 

► Deployed Overseas: 

Logan Bargewell 

 

 

► Continue to pray for: 

*Josh Jones 

Mitzi Tzerman 

Dave Allen 

*Jane Pody 

Jim Roberts 

George Williams 

Mary Sellers 

Linda Dudewicz 

Cruz Rios 

*Mel Stephenson 

*John Hagood 

*Louise Britt 

*Betty Searcy 

Walter Harmer 

*John Jenkins 

Bobby Gray 

Kathy Armstrong 

*Taylor Washington 

*Jeff Richards 

*Brian Devlin-Meagher 

Mary Lindsey Hannahan 

*Richard Boyette 

The Pastor’s Page 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

John 3:16 

 

This passage is probably the most loved passage of Scripture in the church. 

It sums up one of the greatest truths of Christianity.  It reminds us that 

salvation was not our idea, neither was it accomplished by our effort. 

It reminds us that God took the initiative to provide a rescue for us moti-

vated by nothing but his love for his creation.  The rescue was indeed a 

rescue, for without God’s intervention we were all destined to perish  

eternally. 

The cross of Jesus demonstrates the lengths to which God went to save us 

from the destiny of our rebellion.  It also reminds us of the dreadful conse-

quences of our disobedience — eternal death, separation from God. 

But this passage placed back in its original context tells us much more.  It 

reminds us that God never intended for us to live in condemnation and 

eternal death.  God’s intention was always for life in all its fullness.  But 

just like in the Garden of Eden we think we know better than God what 

makes for goodness.  When we choose our reasoning and emotions over 

God’s direction, just like our first parents, we are cast out of the place of 

life, happiness, and fulfillment.  To choose our way over God’s is to set 

ourselves in opposition to God our creator, and that never ends well. 

The passage cited above reminds us that God does not just condemn our 

rebellion but offers us a way back into fellowship with him motivated by 

nothing but his sheer grace. 

Let’s explore John 3:16 in its context and see the wonder of God. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Alan 

A Look at March 1 
Sunday School................... 69 

8:30 Worship .................... 31 

11:00 Worship................. 106  

Total Worship ................. 137 

Offering received ........ $4,001 

YTD received ............. $98,035 

BTT balance .............$277,041 

► Prayer list guidelines: 

Names remain for 4 weeks unless 

requested to remain.  

* denotes church members. 



Dear FUMC, 

First of all, I would like to remind you about bringing pictures of loved ones who were 

veterans who are no longer with us.  They did not have to be killed in battle.  I will scan 

these pictures into the computer and you will have your pictures returned to you in less 

than a week.  I would like to use these pictures during our patriotic program in May.  

Please bring them as soon as possible. 

Our patriotic music rehearsals are going well.  We have quite a few folks who have 

shown an interest in singing and are looking forward to presenting our music with 

accompanying visuals on May 16.  I hope that you will mark your calendar for that particular Wednesday evening 

and tell your friends to join us too.  I am praying that our offering of music will be a blessing to all who participate 

both as singers and as listeners. 

Also, some of you may know that we have a steering committee working toward possibly presenting a dinner 

theater in October.  There are a lot of things that have to be put into motion before then; not only logistics but 

also equipment and even the securing of a director for the play.  Please keep our steering committee in your 

prayers (Jenny Abbott, Beth Conklin, Cindi Hall, and myself).  This is certainly not a done deal yet as things have to 

be nailed down beforehand.  But we all feel that it would be very doable and enjoyable if everything falls into 

place. 

On Easter Sunday, our special music will include a joint anthem including the Chancel Choir, the Hand Bell choir, 

and our flutist, Jan Eunice.  The anthem is “In Thee is Gladness” and we pray that it will bless you all.  Then, the 

Sunday after Easter, we will have a special treat when Rhett Wilbourne and Cooper Wingate join the Chancel Choir 

to present “Pie Jesus.”  This piece is from Andrew Lloyd Weber’s “Requiem” and is probably familiar to many of 

you.  I am working with the boys now and they are doing a wonderful job.  So plan to attend this Sunday too for 

another blessing. 

I think that may be all for now.  I look forward to seeing you all in church on Sunday. 

 God bless,   Billy 

 

The mission of First United Methodist Church is  

to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of our church, community and world. 

Birthdays 

 
Friday, March 16 
► John Collin McWhorter 

 
Saturday, March 17 
► Luke Padgett 

 
Monday, March 19 
► Rex Eunice 

Betty Spurlock 

Search for First United Methodist Church — Eufaula 

Contact 

Us  

 
Alan Cassady: 

alan@fumceufaula.org 

850-418-3303 

 

Britt Martin: 

britt@fumceufaula.org 

678-953-4602 

Recharge Menu 
 

Wednesday, March 21 

Taco Salad 
Chips 

Dessert 

 

$5 adults $4 children   

$16 max. per household 
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