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First United Methodist Church
Courageous Conversations
Bishop David Graves encourages
you to participate in the Courageous Conversation to be held at
FUMC on Sunday, March 11.
(Time will be announced soon.)
Twenty-seven such conversations
will be held at various dates,
times and locations throughout
the Alabama-West Florida Conference.
Courageous Conversations will
allow us to share Christ-honoring
time together regarding human
sexuality and the United Methodist Church.
The Courageous Conversations
project is designed to help the
conference move from skepticism
to curiosity and even openness to
encounter God’s grace. Bishop
Graves said, “The more we listen
to one another and hear stories of
Christ in each other, the more we
speak with our hearts.”
Courageous Conversations is a
toolbox that local churches can
use to inspire and encourage the
church and individuals to stay at
the table when anxiety and emotional turmoil is painful. You can
learn more about the project by
visiting www.umcdiscipleship.org/
resources/courageousconversations-overview.

Lenten Readings of the Week
Feb. 21 — Mark 4:1–20
Feb. 22 — Mark 4:21-41
Feb. 23 — Mark 5:1-20
Feb. 26 — Mark 5:21-43
Feb. 27 — Mark 6:1-13
Feb. 28 — Mark 6:14-29
Pastor Alan has a blog offering a Bible reading plan through the
Gospel of Mark during Lent. Visit his blog at www.alancassady.com.

Flower Calendar

Project Nametag

If you would like to
place flowers in the
sanctuary during 2018,
please call the church
office. Available dates include:
4/29, 5/27, 7/15, 8/5, 9/9, 9/30,
10/7, and 10/21.

In order to help visitors learn our
names, we ask that you pick up
your nametag as
you enter
our church
and
return it
as you
leave.
If you
have lost or
misplaced your nametag, or if you
need one made for the first time,
please tell a greeter on Sunday
morning.

Last Sunday of Each Month
The Missions Team is collecting
after-school snacks for children
at Eagle’s Rest Ministries.
● Water Bottles (small)
● Capri Suns
● Cracker Packs
● Other Snacks
Please leave donations on the
missions shelf on the first floor
of the education building.

Recharge Menu
Wednesday, February 28
Hamburger Steak & Gravy
Mashed Potatoes, Peas,
Rolls, Dessert

Hey FUMC Family. Here’s this week’s Elevate Top 5!

February 25 Volunteers

1) Last week at Elevate we had an awesome front porch event!! We hung out on
the lawn of the church with some fire pits
for marshmallow roasting and had a movie
on the lawn. It was so good to spend
some time with some of our favorite people enjoying the beautiful weather.

►Acolyte
11:00 — Emilee Turner
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Caryl Munford
11:00 — Pierce Hodnette
►Ushers
8:30 — Aubrey & Margaret Baugh
11:00 — Logan Mitchell, John Gray
Dan McKenzie
Robert Bennett

►Lay Readers
8:30 — Buck Earnest
11:00 — Kay Whaley
►Greeters
8:30 — Phillip & Janet Wills
11:00 — Johnny & Carolyn Tweddell
Karen Bradford
►Children’s Church
11:00 — Laney McWhorter

2) I’d love to shine a light on a group of
people that don’t get a lot of publicity
(and that’s on purpose). Our Student
Leadership Team is a group of 9 high
school students that come together once
a month to plan, learn to lead, and generally help carry out the vision of
our outgoing ministry. In fact, they even set up and cleaned up from our
event Sunday night! God looks so good on them and I’m lucky to get to
work with them!
3) SAVE THE DATE for our
Spring BreakAway March 23-25!
We’re cooking up an awesome
beach getaway and we’ll have
final details for the trip next
week, so be on the lookout!
4) This week at Elevate we’ll
be starting a new series called
“Make it a Habit” where we’ll
be discussing different habits
we can create in our lives to
improve and sustain our relationship with God. Our habits shape us, so we
want to make sure we have good ones!

►Elevate Supper
6:10 — Dee Bennett
Brenda Parker

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, February 25
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Elevate

8:30
9:45
11:00
5:30

►Tuesday, February 27
Worship Team
Discipleship Team

9:00
5:15

►Wednesday, February 28
Children’s Choirs
Supper
Bible Study (adults)
Elevate Next Level (youth)
Handbells
Spring Choir/Chancel Choir

4:30
5:00
5:45
6:00
6:00
7:00

5) We also have a few other regular
events that we don’t talk about enough.
Every Sunday morning we have gatherings
for both Middle and High School students.
Middle School has Sunday school and our
High School students have High School
Breakfast where we share breakfast in
community and talk
about the intersection of
faith and current events. We also have
our Next Level Bible Study on Wednesday
evenings where we take a deeper dive into
the topic we talk about on Sunday nights at
Elevate!
That’s all for now.
God looks good on you —
Britt

The Pastor’s Page
Sacrifice
One of the first words that come to mind when we speak about the cross
is sacrifice. It is one of the most usual ways we explain the cross. Jesus
took my place on the cross; he died in my place.
But what does that mean? Why did it have to happen?
We all understand that God created a world governed by specific physical
laws: gravity and thermodynamics, to name a few. When those laws are
violated there will be consequences.
Few people, however, realize that God also built moral laws into this
world. When these laws are violated, consequences happen as well.
We see this expressed in Galatians 6:7, “Do not be deceived; God is not
mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.” In other words, if you punch
someone in the face, you shouldn't be surprised if they punch you back.
God's moral laws are concerned with more than just personal acts of
violence; they are primarily concerned with the big issues of justice,
righteous, evil, and holiness.
Sunday we will explore those big issues and how they can help us understand the cross.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*Teresa Orr & family
*Morgan Grant
*Shirley Williams
Gay Wright
► Deployed Overseas:
Logan Bargewell
► Continue to pray for:
*Josh Jones
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
*Louise Trammell
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette
► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at February 18
Sunday School .................. 78
8:30 Worship .................... 32
11:00 Worship .................. 80
Total Worship ................. 112
Offering received .........$8,330
YTD received ............ $74,583
BTT balance............. $277,041

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Sunday, February 25
► Mackenzie Platte

Spring Choir

Monday, February 26

Patriotic Program

► Paula Irby
Sam Miller
Brad Murph
Maddox Richardson

rehearsals begin
Contact
Us

Wednesday, February 28
► Collin McWhorter

Alan Cassady:

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303

Thursday, March 1
► Connie McKee

Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

Wednesday,
February 21
(TONIGHT!)
Program will be on Wednesday, May 16
For more information,
please call Billy Wilbourne in
the church office — 687-8227

Dear FUMC,
On Saturday, February 17, we said goodbye to a good friend. Russ Teal was taken from us
by a senseless act of violence. I am dedicating this edition of “Music Notes” to Russ. I
have several reasons for doing so.
To know Russ was to love Russ. He was fun, had a winning smile, and sincerely loved
people. He was one of those people with whom it was always a pleasure to chat. Russ was
a musician. He played in the Eufaula High School band. He was a swim coach and
lifeguard. Because of his people skills, he enjoyed working in the restaurant business. But
above and beyond all this, he was a Christian. He was brought up in the church and joined the United Methodist
Church at the age of ten.
A funeral service is filled with mixed emotions. The overwhelming emotion, of course, is grief. But another
emotion right up there with it is one of triumph. Another thing that you may not know about Russ was that he was
a writer. His funeral was interspersed with some of the beautiful thoughts and prayers which he penned. I would
like to share one with you at this time: “Life is too short not to celebrate every single day! And when my earthly
life is over, those left behind should grieve not because of my absence, yet dance and celebrate my spirit —
reveling in the knowledge that I am blessed with eternal life and that I will be dancing in celebration in heaven
above.”
How can we not rejoice with someone with as strong a faith as this? I was honored to be asked to play for Russ’
funeral. But I gained so much from doing so. Even though I knew Russ and enjoyed his company, I left the funeral
wishing that I had known him better. Rev. Jared Buchanan, a family member, spoke at Russ’ service. He said that
even though there is no way to bring Russ back, we can certainly live our lives so that we can one day go to him.
Hey, I do look forward to one day joining Russ in his celebration dance. How about you?
I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday.
God bless,
Billy

