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Wednesdays @ 5:45 p.m.
beginning January 10
Pastor Alan will begin a new
Bible study on the
Old Testament beginning on
January 10th at 5:45 p.m.
Please join us.

Time to Pack Up!

Will You Provide a Meal?
The next session of Communities
of Transformation will begin on
January 22, and meals will be
needed each Monday night beginning January 29. Two or three
people can work together to provide a meal for about 35-40.
Please contact Brenda Parker at
355-1887 or 687-3891 to schedule
a date that you can furnish a
meal for the volunteers and participants and their children.
Thank you for your willingness to
participate in this very worthwhile ministry of our church.

As the Christmas season ends with
Epiphany this Sunday, we need
helpful and willing folks to help
un-decorate the church! We will
have soup and sandwiches in the
fellowship hall after the 11:00 service, and then take down and pack
up the decorations. PLEASE HELP
and please bring a crock pot of
soup or a plate of sandwiches to
share! If you have any questions,
please contact Brenda Parker at
687-3891 or 334-355-1887.

Flower Calendar
If you would like to
place flowers in the
sanctuary during 2018,
please sign the calendar in the
parlor.

Recharge
begins

Wednesday,
January 10
4:30—Children’s Choirs
5:00—Supper
5:45—Adult Bible Study
6:00—Handbells
6:00—Elevate Next Level
7:00—Chancel Choir

Hey FUMC Family!
Here’s this week’s Elevate Top
5:

January 7 Volunteers
►Acolytes
10:00 —Sellers & Sealy Smith
Catie Reed Wilbourne

1) We can’t wait to get back in
action this week at Elevate! We
have a very special time planned
to kick off a new year with each
other. You don’t wanna miss it!

►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 —Bob Powers
11:00 — John Howard
►Ushers
8:30 —Morris Whitfield
Toni Davidson
11:00 — Charlie Schaeffer
Brandon Coates
Charles Irvin, Lamar Lee

2) Next Sunday (1/14) we’ll
have a Preview Night for IMPACT
Weekend. We’ll meet our band,
our speaker, hear all about IMPACT this year, and give away
some crazy prizes (INCLUDING A FREE WEEKEND).

►Lay Readers
8:30 —Beth Conklin
11:00 —Brenda Parker

3) Speaking of IMPACT,
we’re still in need of College Leaders. So if you
know of any, send ‘em our
way! Also, we need to get
registered!! You can register at
www.fumceufaula.org/
impact.

►Greeters
8:30 — TBD
11:00 — TBD
►Children’s Church
11:00 — No Children’s Church today
►Elevate Supper
6:10 — Traci Murph, Amy Greene

4) Love soup? Doesn’t
everyone?? Don’t forget
our annual “Souper
Bowl” Fundraiser will
be Sunday, February 4!
Be on the lookout for
opportunities to get
involved!

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, January 7
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Elevate

8:30
9:45
11:00
5:30

►Monday, January 8
Office Staff Meeting
Missions Team

9:30
11:00

►Tuesday, January 9
Worship Team

9:00

►Wednesday, January 10
Children’s Choirs
Supper
Adult Bible Study
Elevate Next Level (youth)
Handbells
Chancel Choir

4:30
5:00
5:45
6:00
6:00
7:00

►Thursday, January 11
Finance Committee

5) Do you follow us on
Social Media to know
the latest with our
youth ministry? Check
us out on Facebook at
FUMC Eufaula Youth
Ministry. We’re also on
instagram at ElevateEufaula! You can also
receive text updates by
texting “@elevate88” to
81010.
That’s all for now!
God looks good on you —
Britt

5:15

The Pastor’s Page
New Beginnings
The dawning of a New Year brings many expectations. Some people see
only the passing of another year, the turn of the calendar — just the same
old, same old. For many, the overwhelming emotion is hopelessness or
even fear. It’s just the same thing with a different number. It’s another
year where I have not lived up to my own expectations.
For others, there is a general optimism. It’s a new year with the possibility that I will not make the same mistakes I did last year. And if that is the
case, then surely the New Year will be better. Is it any wonder that fitness centers sell many new memberships in January and diet books fly off
the shelves in record numbers?
The optimism that accompanies the New Year is a gift of God — it means
things do not have to be the same. Change is possible, and the fulfillment
of our dreams is just over the horizon. Scripture echoes this theme
throughout: Creation, the Exodus, the return of the exiles, the birth of
Jesus, the Resurrection, the new heaven and new earth.
God is always up to something new. Even our disobedience or lack of faith
doesn’t prevent God from doing new things (though it does hinder our participation and enjoyment of those things).
The Apostle Paul puts it like this: “With God’s power working in us, God
can do much, much more than anything we can ask or imagine.”
(Eph 3:20 NCV)
As we begin this New Year together, let’s commit ourselves to allowing
God to work in us more. Then we will begin to see glimpses of the “much,
much more than anything we can ask or imagine.”

Prayer List
► New concerns:
*Josh Jones
► Deployed Overseas:
Col. Chris Jones
► Continue to pray for:
*Margaret Slade
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
*Louise Trammell
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette

Pastor Alan
Epiphany Sunday
Sermon for January 7

Jesus’ Baptism and Ours
Mark 1:4-11

2018 Pledge Update
As of January 3, we have received 76 pledges totaling $385,130. If you
would still like to submit a pledge to support the ministries of our church,
please do so as soon as possible. Pledge cards are available in the church
office. We will also be happy to mail one to you — just call the church
office to request one!

► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at December 31
Sunday School ................... —
10:00 Worship .................. 77
Total Worship .................. 77
Offering received ......... $2,622
YTD received ........... $448,495
BTT balance ............ $284,841

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Friday, January 5
► Jenny Abott
Saturday, January 6
► Marian Bargewell
Mac Richardson
Wednesday, January 10
► Morris Whitfield
Thursday, January 11
► Lila Harbour

Contact
Us
Alan Cassady:

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303
Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

Offerings left at the altar rail on
communion Sundays are shared
with the Family Service Center
to help those in need.
Thank you in advance for your
offerings!

Dear FUMC,
Happy New Year!! I know that many of you have probably made new year’s resolutions
and I hope that some of you have included one of the choirs in your resolutions. If not,
there is still time to add one. Even if you don’t want to commit to a steady dedication to
the Chancel Choir, we hope that some of you will sing with us in the Spring Choir when
we will be doing a totally patriotic program which will be God-centered. We will have
our first rehearsal on February 21. The program will be on a Wednesday evening in May.
Also, please remember that this is also a great time for children to join the Genesis Choir
and Joyful Singers and for high school folks or adults to join the hand bell choir. All
groups meet on Wednesday.
Secondly, I feel that we are very blessed to have individuals who give their time playing instruments for us — be
that instrument flute, drum, piano, guitar, or trumpet. I know that there are more of you lurking out there who
can play instruments that I don’t know about. So I’m telling you now that I am going to hunt you down. But all
kidding aside, I would love to have you play your instrument to glorify our God, whether it be with one of the
choirs or solo. Don’t hide that instrument under a bushel.
Thirdly, we are going to try something new and different this year. I am forming a steering committee to look into
presenting a trial dinner theater. So far the committee consists of me, Beth Conklin, Cindy Hall, and Jenny
Abbott. I would like to add at least two others. If you are so inclined, please let me know. We will be meeting
soon.
I think that is all for this edition of “Music Notes.” I do thank so many of you for your kind words about my article
and also for your kind words about the children’s sermons. I really do enjoy doing both.
I look forward to seeing you all in church on Sunday.
God bless,
Billy

