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First United Methodist Church
From the Mail . . .
Dear FUMC,
St. James Episcopal Church is
most appreciative of your generous
donation to our food pantry. This food
will be used in our mission to feed the
less fortunate in our community this
Christmas season.
Thank you & God bless you,
Brad Moore, Outreach Comm. Chair

Holiday Events
12/15 — Friday before Nativity Pageant
● Nativity Pageant Rehearsal @ 5:30
12/17 — Third Sunday in Advent
● Regular Worship @ 8:30
● Children’s Nativity Pageant @ 10:00
● Worship featuring Christmas Choir @ 11:00
12/20 — Wednesday before Christmas
● Christmas Caroling with children’s choirs @ 6:00
12/24 — Fourth Sunday in Advent
● Worship @ 10:00
● Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion @ 5:00
12/31 — New Year’s Eve Sunday
● Worship at 10:00

Time & Talent
Survey
—————————–————

Flower Calendar
If you would like to
place flowers in the sanctuary during 2018, please
sign the calendar in the parlor.

Reception
Please join us in the fellowship
hall immediately after the nativity pageant this Sunday for a brief
reception. Drinks will be provided, but we ask that people bring
food to share!

Pledge Card
Nativity Pageant
FUMC’s Children’s Nativity Pageant
will be Sunday, December 17th at
10:00 a.m. Rehearsal will be on
Friday, December 15th at 5:30
p.m. If you have any questions,
please contact Ashley Harlamert.
We look forward to this wonderful
tradition!

If you have not yet turned in your
Time & Talent Survey and Pledge
Card, please do so as soon as possible so we can plan our ministries
and budget for 2018. Extra copies
of the survey and pledge card are
available in the church office. We
will be happy to mail them to you.

Hey FUMC Family,

December 17 Volunteers
►Acolytes
11:00 —TBD
►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Buck Earnest
11:00 — Erin Wingate
►Ushers
8:30 — Nick & Heather Smith
11:00 — John Howard
Ang Schramm
Richard Wingate
Lance Abbott

►Lay Readers
8:30 —Buck Earnest
11:00 — None today (Christmas Choir)
►Greeters
8:30 — The Earle family
11:00 — Brenda Parker, Ben Taylor
►Children’s Church
11:00 — Chris Coates
►Elevate Meal
5:00— Progressive Dinner

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, December 17
Worship
8:30
Nativity Pageant
10:00
Worship
11:00
Elevate—Progressive Dinner 5:00
►Sunday, December 24
Worship
Candlelight Communion

10:00
5:00

►Sunday, December 31
Worship

10:00

Here's this week's Elevate Top 5.
1) Last Sunday we had a very special time together as we said “Thank You” to our volunteers.
They enjoyed a catered dinner and a lovely time
of hearing our kids tell them thank you for their
influence in their lives. We truly couldn't do
what we do without our volunteers. They are what makes our ministry GO!
We're always looking to add to our team. We have many different capacities in which folks can volunteer. I'd really appreciate it if you'd pray
about partnering with us in ministry to our teenagers. I can all but guarantee you'll get just as much (or more) out of it as they do!
2) This week we'll close out our year of programming for youth with our
Tacky Sweater Progressive Dinner! That's right, we'll
don the best sweater we find in our parent's closet,
travel around the neighborhood being blessed by tons of
delicious food, and spend some time at the end praying
for our final exams that we've taken or have yet to take.
One note of change — we'll start at 5:00 instead of 5:30
this week!
3) We won't have Next Level Bible Study on Wednesday as we will be going to the sanctuary to enjoy our Children's Choirs leading us in worship
with Christmas music! I can't wait as this is always one of my favorite
events of the year. So, come enjoy dinner with us beforehand in the fellowship hall and come enjoy the performance at 6:00!!
4) We say it every week and we're going to say it again. REGISTER FOR
IMPACT WEEKEND! IMPACT weekend is February 9-11. It's the best weekend of the year for our youth.
They stay in Host Homes for the
weekend and are led in meaningful (and fun) times with college
leaders. We will have TONS of
fun times and a few surprises
planned at church, and we'll
spend the day Saturday IMPACTing our community with local missions. It really is the best! You can still
register now at the early bird rate of $85. Sign up now! Sign your kids’
friends up now! Sign everybody up now!! You can register at
www.fumceufaula.org/impact.
5) If you want to stay the most up to date on what's going on in our youth
ministry, there are several ways to do that! We send out a weekly youth
e-news letter. If you don't get that newsletter but would like to, please
send me your email address and I'll add you to the list. The best way to
stay up to date is to follow us on social media. You can find us on Facebook at FUMC Eufaula Youth Ministry. We're also on Instagram at ElevateEufaula. We also do text updates a couple times a week. If you'd like to
receive text updates you can send a text message to 81010 that says
"@elevate88."
That's all for now! God looks good on you — Britt

The Pastor’s Page
Seeing People
The Christmas season reminds us, among other things, that God values
people. God sent his only son into a dangerous and hostile world to rescue
us from our sin. God values people.
That act reminds us that we should value others as well. We should value
them, not because of who they are or what they can do for us, but because they are persons created in the image of God.
One of the ways we can
do that is to invite them
to worship with us this
holiday season.
In January, I will be
preaching a series of sermons on the tools we
need for good relationships. I am doing this
series for two primary
reasons: 1) we all need
help improving our relationships with all the people in our lives, and 2) it is
an opportunity to invite your friends to experience worship with us and
learn about good relationships.
I will make available some invitation cards you can use to invite friends
and acquaintances to the series. You can listen to the struggles they may
be having and encourage them to join you for this series.
The next time you are in the drive-through of a local fast-food restaurant,
you could even pay for the meal of the person behind you and ask the server to give the card to them as they tell them someone paid for their meal.
Let’s take this holiday season to focus on others, just like God did!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
Bill Griffin
Jane Nix
*Alan King
*Margaret Slade
► Deployed Overseas:
Col. Chris Jones
► Continue to pray for:
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
*Louise Trammell
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette
► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at December 10
Sunday School .................. 56
8:30 Worship ................... 40
11:00 Worship ................. 106
Total Worship ................. 146
Offering received ........ $11,509
YTD received ........... $422,114
BTT balance ............ $304,437

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Friday, December 15
► Hunter Baugh
Allison King
Sunday, December 17
► Maddox Givens

Contact
Us

Tuesday, December 19
► Shirley Spurlock
Shirley Williams

Alan Cassady:

Wednesday, December 20
► Hunter Jones
Craton Rasberry
Thursday, December 21
► Patsy Dickert

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303
Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

Dear FUMC,
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the String Band for their wonderful anthem
this past Sunday. They are always an inspiration to all of us. Thank you also to Beth
Anne for providing a lovely arrangement of “How Great Thou Art” for our prelude.
These youth and their mentor, Pierce Hodnette, always do such a great job.
If you are reading this on line, I hope that you will make every effort to attend the
Christmas program presented by the children’s choirs at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday evening
in the sanctuary. Of course, if you are reading this from the printed newsletter, I hope
that you were able to come to the program. Also, this Sunday is the Sunday that both
the children will present the Nativity Pageant and the Christmas Choir will present their special musical offering.
And remember that the final anthem in the Christmas Choir’s program includes both the Genesis Choir and the
Joyful Singers Choir.
In a super sermon this past Sunday, Pastor Alan reminded all of us that we must listen during this season. There is
so much available to which we can listen and perhaps hear the story with fresh ears.
All of the events which I have mentioned above provide us those opportunities.
Some of our Christmas hymns remind us to listen. How about, “Hark, the Herald
Angels Sing” or the lines in “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” which say “give heed
to what we say” or “now ye hear of endless bliss.” Then there is the line in “O
little Town of Bethlehem” which says “we hear the Christmas angels, the great glad
tidings tell.” You can see that several of our hymns remind us to listen.
May we at this time begin to listen more; more to the scripture, more to the music,
more to the sermons preached, and yes, more to each other so that we might reach
out more in love and service. And may this continue even after the Christmas
season.
I look forward to seeing all of you on Sunday. God bless,
Billy

