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First United Methodist Church
Time & Talent
Survey
—————————–————

Pledge Card
If you have not yet turned in your
Time & Talent Survey and Pledge
Card, please do so as soon as possible so we can plan our ministries
and budget for 2018. Extra copies
of the survey and pledge card are
available in the church office. We
will be happy to mail them to you.

Nativity Pageant
FUMC’s Children’s Nativity Pageant
will be Sunday, December 17th at
10:00 a.m. Rehearsal will be on
Friday, December 15th at 5:30
p.m. If you have any questions,
please contact Ashley Harlamert.
We look forward to this wonderful
tradition!

Recharge Menu
Wednesday, December 13
Hamburgers, Hotdogs
Onion Rings, Dessert

Holiday Events

Flower Calendar
If you would like to
place flowers in the
sanctuary during
2018, please
sign the calendar in the parlor. We especially need for
people to quickly
sign up for January 7 and 14.

12/10 — Second Sunday in Advent
● Worship @ 8:30 & 11:00
12/13 — Last Recharge of the year
● Children’s Choirs Christmas Program @ 6:00
12/15 — Friday before Nativity Pageant
● Nativity Pageant Rehearsal @ 5:30
12/17 — Third Sunday in Advent
● Regular Worship @ 8:30
● Children’s Nativity Pageant @ 10:00
● Worship featuring Christmas Choir @ 11:00
12/24 — Fourth Sunday in Advent
● Worship @ 10:00
● Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion @ 5:00
12/31 — New Year’s Eve Sunday
● Worship at 10:00

Hey FUMC Family,

December 10 Volunteers

Here's this week's Elevate Top 5!

►Acolytes
11:00 —Anna & Sarah Murph
Katherine Tye

1) We kicked off the Christmas season with a
relaxing and fun Christmas movie night last
week at Elevate. We had breakfast for dinner and had a hot chocolate bar while we
watched Home Alone. It's good to sometimes
just take a step back from all the craziness of
life and enjoy each other's company.

►Sacristy Prayer Leaders
8:30 — Toni Davidson
11:00 — Beth Kasper
►Ushers
8:30 — Aubrey & Margaret Baugh
11:00 — Ben Taylor, David Grice
Alexandra Conniff, Ben Tye

►Lay Readers
8:30 —Virginia Clark
11:00 — Roy Crow
►Greeters
8:30 — Virginia Ransom
11:00 — Paige Smith, Linda Grice
►Children’s Church
11:00 — Katie Moore
►Elevate Meal
6:10— Volunteer Appreciation

Calendar of Events
►Sunday, December 10
Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Hospitality Team
Elevate—Vol. Appreciation

8:30
9:45
11:00
5:00
5:30

►Monday, December 11
Office Staff Meeting
Missions Team

9:30
11:00

►Tuesday, December 12
Worship Team

9:00

►Wednesday, December 13
Children’s Choirs
4:30
Supper
5:00
Children’s Choir Program
6:00
Handbells
6:00
Chancel Choir
7:00
►Thursday, December 14
Finance Committee

5:15

►Friday, December 15
Nativity Pageant Practice

5:30

2) This week we want to say THANK YOU! We have a great team of volunteers and we couldn't do what we do without them!! We want to take a
chance to show our volunteers how much we appreciate them! We have a
special night planned to honor our awesome team! If you're a volunteer,
you don't want to miss it!!
3) We'll have our annual Progressive Dinner Christmas
party on December 17. So grab your favorite tacky Christmas Sweater out of your parent's closet and get ready to
eat some delicious food! Please make a note that we'll
start at 5 p.m. instead of 5:30!! We'll be done by 7 p.m.
4) Don't forget to sign up for
IMPACT Weekend!!! We're on
pace to blow last year out of
the water! We want this weekend to be the BEST weekend of
the year for as many kids as
possible!! Be sure to get in on
the Early Bird Rate of $85. You
can sign up at www.fumceufaula.org/impact. Share the link with your
friends! IMPACT weekend is February 9-11.
5) Are you just a little too old to participate in IMPACT weekend? Don't
worry, We need you, too!!! There are SO many ways to be involved with
this awesome weekend. We are still in need of Host Homes, Host Home
Helpers, people to help provide meals, coordinate mission projects, help
with decorations, help set up and break down the fellowship hall, and
much more. We also
have a big need for college leaders. If you
have or know a college
student, encourage
them to lead this weekend. I promise they'll
have a blast! If you're
able to help with any of
the above, please let me
or Traci Murph know
asap!
That's all for now!
God looks good on you —
Britt

The Pastor’s Page
Anticipation: Listen
When I counsel couples preparing for marriage, one of the things we discuss is "active listening." It is amazing that we have to append the word
"active" to "listening." I remember when we drew distinctions between
hearing and listening. Many people hear a conversation, but don't understand it, because they are listening to respond instead of listening to understand.
I have had that experience with music. I can remember seeing the words
of a song I loved and "hearing" it again for the first time. Once I saw the
words, the music I loved became so much more precious.
We can be that way during the Christmas holidays. We get so used to the
traditional Scripture texts and carols that we don't listen to them anymore;
we just hear them.
In this week's Scripture, we hear about the beginning of John the Baptist's
ministry in the wilderness of Judea. My trips to the Holy Land expanded
my understanding of the wilderness. People who wanted to hear John's
message didn't just walk down the block, they had to make a deliberate
trek to the wilderness. The wilderness of Judea was not a wooded forest,
neither was it like the Sahara Desert. It was a rocky and hilly wasteland
with little to no vegetation. In other words, people had to make quite an
effort to hear John's words.
During this season we can easily be distracted by sights and sounds of a
secular Christmas. I want to invite you to make an individual effort to
hear the message of John, the angels, the shepherds, and others again.
Hear it as if it were the first time you heard it. Listen, reflect, and ponder
the wonder and mystery of Christmas.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Alan

Prayer List
► New concerns:
The Herbie Weaver family
The Laurel Blackwell family
Jane Nix
*Alan King
*Margaret Slade
Jeanette Orr
► Deployed Overseas:
Col. Chris Jones
► Continue to pray for:
Mitzi Tzerman
Dave Allen
*Jane Pody
Jim Roberts
George Williams
*Louise Trammell
Mary Sellers
Linda Dudewicz
Cruz Rios
*Mel Stephenson
*John Hagood
*Louise Britt
*Betty Searcy
Walter Harmer
*John Jenkins
Bobby Gray
Kathy Armstrong
*Taylor Washington
*Jeff Richards
*Brian Devlin-Meagher
Mary Lindsey Hannahan
*Richard Boyette
► Prayer list guidelines:
Names remain for 4 weeks unless
requested to remain.
* denotes church members.

A Look at December 3
Sunday School .................. 89
8:30 Worship ................... 48
11:00 Worship ................. 105
Total Worship ................. 153
Offering received ........ $12,873
YTD received ........... $410,605
BTT balance ............ $316,437

The mission of First United Methodist Church is
to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our church, community and world.

Birthdays
Saturday, December 9
► Stella Campbell
Monday, December 11
► Sarah Murph
Wednesday, December 13
► Pam Hunter
Paige Smith

Contact
Us
Alan Cassady:

Thursday, December 14
► Thelma Dennard
Taylor Washington

alan@fumceufaula.org
850-418-3303
Britt Martin:
britt@fumceufaula.org

678-953-4602

If you ever miss a Sunday sermon, you may now catch
up by listening it to it online! This is also a great way
for our home-bound members to keep connected. To
listen, simply visit www.fumceufaula.org and click on
the “Sermons” tab. Then select the sermon you wish
to hear.

Dear FUMC,
Before I go any further, I want to say how excited I am that the Youth String Band will be
offering our special music this Sunday. In addition, their pianist, Beth Ann Baugh, will
also be providing our prelude. I hope you will make an extra effort to be present to
experience these blessings.
We have begun the season of Advent, a time when we anticipate the coming of our
Savior. Not only do we remember the first coming of the baby Jesus to the world but we
also are reminded that Christ will come again in glory. Our music of the season will help
to tell the story through our hymns and our special musical offerings. This past Sunday,
we sang the hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” The final verse of this favorite hymn says, “O come, Desire of
Nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind. From dust thou brought us forth to life; deliver us from earthly
strife.” This verse recognizes that Jesus is God incarnate. It also not only can be applied to the coming of Christ
as a baby but also it can be applied to the second coming of Christ in glory when we will
be delivered from earthly strife.
As we move through this special season, we will be singing more of our Christmas hymns
this year as we don’t have a chance to sing very many during Christmastide. Hopefully,
this will allow us to prepare even more thoroughly for the coming of the Savior.
And finally, please allow me again to take this time to remind you that our children’s
choirs will present their Christmas music on Wednesday evening, December 13 at 6:00 p.m.
The Nativity Pageant and the Christmas Choir’s musical offering will be presented on the
morning of December 17. The children will join the adults during the 11:00 service in
singing the final anthem on that day. It is a song that has been very well received in the
past entitled, “Look Who Just Checked In.”
I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday.
God bless,
Billy

