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Dear Church, 

 

I have been thinking about what to write this month.  Several ideas came and went.  I was all pre-
pared to write about giving of our time to help our neighbors and doing the work of the church.  (I 
did write a separate piece about this for this newsletter, so please check that out.) What struck me, 
though, is how many of us feel completely tapped out and stressed to the max.  We are living in an 
unprecedented time.  Feeling overwhelmed, anxious and sad is all too common, even for the 
“strongest” of us.  Chaplain Tony spoke on Sunday about how God used and uses imperfect peo-
ple to accomplish great things. It is reassuring that God can use us and our imperfections to do 
good things. But what if the thought of doing one more task is enough to push us to our breaking 
point?  How can we do more to help others when we are struggling to keep our heads  above wa-
ter?  For starters, know that you are not alone.  It is perfectly fine and advisable to take care of 
yourself. Take a few moments to take some deep breaths.  Pause to feel the peace that comes 
from the Holy Spirit. Rest in the knowledge that God and your church family love and care about 
you. 

 

These feelings are not the only struggles facing our members and friends.  What if our burden is 
loneliness?  We wish someone would call, but what if nobody does?  We can convince ourselves 
that nobody would want a call from us, but I urge you to pray for courage to make a call or send a 
text. I believe your step of faith will be welcomed more than you could ever imagine.  A call to say 
hello can be greeted with warmth and caring.  Who knows, you may be just what the other person 
needs, too. 

 

Some of us may find ourselves somewhere in the middle, or 
swinging from one extreme to another.  Be thankful for the 
good days, and know that the bad days won’t last forever. 

 

So what are we to do?  How can we be supportive of each 
other?  Prayers for our brothers and sisters can be a great 
place to start.  Think for a moment of the people you look for-
ward to seeing at church.  Chances are they miss you, too.  
Pray for the courage to reach out to them.  I believe you will be 
received with love and kindness.  After all, isn’t that how we 
treat family?  As family, we can all get through this together. 

 

If you want to make some calls to folks but don’t have their 
numbers, please let Tamara or me know.  We will do our best 
to help you connect. 

 

Take care of yourselves and each other, dear friends. 
Peace to you all, 
Lisa Moherman, Council President 
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God’s Work Our Hands 

 

Each year, congregations around the ELCA 
are invited to participate in acts of service on a 
specified Sunday in September. COVID has 
changed a lot for us and our world this year 
and we would like to consider creative ways to 
help our neighbors while adhering to COVID 
appropriate social distancing. 

 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton explained an 
approach to “God’s Work Our Hands” for this 
year in a video. Please click on the link below. 

 

God’s Work Our Hands Video Link 

 

If you aren’t able to watch the video, the gist is that she invites congregations to be creative in 
COVID-appropriate activities. “The needs are great and God’s church is at work.”    

 

Do you have ideas or want to get involved?  Please contact Carol Henry at (304) 685-3319 or 
carolhenry1125@gmail.com 

 
The full link for those getting a printed copy of the newsletter is: 

https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-
521b98f792af&trid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af 

https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af&trid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af
mailto:carolhenry1125@gmail.com
https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af&trid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af
https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af&trid=fae72a40-a11e-41dd-bfb6-521b98f792af
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SERVING ST 

PAUL 

September 

2020 

 

USHERS 

 

COUNTERS 

 

SUPPLY PAS-

TOR 

 

6
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

A. Metzger 

L. Moherman 

 

W. Graham 

M. Suder 

 

Setley 

 

13
th 

10:00 AM 

 

L. Springer 

W. Graham 

 

W. Graham 

S. Gabbert 

 

Setley 

 

20
th 

10:00 AM 

 

D. Custer 

K. Powell 

 

K. Powell 

K. Switzer 

 

Riegel 

 

27
th 

10:00 AM 

 

L. Moherman 

L. Springer 

 

D. Stiles 

A. Metzger 

 

Setley 

Serving in 

September 

 REMINDER:   If you are unable to attend worship in person, 
 Offering envelopes may be mailed to the church!    

  

    St. Paul Lutheran Church 

    309 Baldwin Street 

    Morgantown, WV   26505 
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The St. Paul Church Council met via Zoom on 
Thursday, August 20, 2020 

 

 

Council Executive Committee will work with the Worship and Music Committee to explore offer-

ing other worship services including communion service options 

The Ministry Site Profile group is in the final review stage before presenting it to the Council.  

This profile is required prior to beginning the search for a new pastor. 

2018 Financial Audit has been completed by Audit Committee members Earl Melby, Bill Gra-

ham and Sara Bishop.    The Audit highlighted some policies and procedures that need to be 

developed.  Council refers the 2018 Audit to the 2021 Congregational Meeting with recommen-

dation for approval. 

Property updated on recently completed and upcoming projects including outside painting, up-

stairs education wing window and ceiling light replacement, pastor office painting and floor re-

placement.   2 new handicap designated parking spaces will be added to the lower parking lot 

entrance.  The expired food items have been cleaned out of the church kitchen – THANK YOU, 

MaryEllen Smith and Larry Springer!! 

Executive committee will begin scheduling annual employee reviews using a standardized Per-

formance Evaluation Grid. 

New policies for Computer and Internet Usage, New Hires, Payroll, Petty Cash, and Restricted 

Funds were approved and enacted as of Aug. 20, 2020. 

Discussion continued of recommended revisions to the Congregation Constitution and By-

Laws. 

For Children and Adults 

Is anyone interested in organizing a 

class for adults?  Please let Tamara 

know. The church has a Zoom account 

which can be used by groups within the 

congregation.  Tamara can also assist  

you with finding materials.   

We’re working with parents to find the 

best way to have Christian education 

for our children this fall.  Options in-

clude meeting outside during nice 

weather or Zooming. Stay tuned. 
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From the Piece Makers 

Hope those who are attending Sunday Worship Services 
are taking note of the new quilts.  Piecemakers are work-
ing overtime and really need your help.  Why?   Lutheran 
World Relief was the victim of a tragic loss.  

  

Remember hearing of the explosions and 
subsequent fires in the port of Beirut Leba-
non?  On one of the ships in the harbor 
LWR had a large shipment of school kits 
and quilts destined for the many refugees 
in Lebanon.  Twenty-two thousand quilts 
destined to help refugees and their many 
children keep warn during the cold winter nights went up in the fires.   

  

Piecemakers are working on Friday and taking quilts home to complete. We do not know if any 
of the quilts we made were among those lost. While the lost quilts cannot be replaced, we can 
work hard to complete our usual yearly contribution.  Unfortunately, we are behind because 
the pandemic caused us to miss several weeks of quilting. If you can tie a square knot you can 
help.  Please contact Mary Haas at (304) 777-6434 or come on Friday between 10 and 
2.  More than every we really need your help. 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse the 

name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, 

practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to 

call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in every 

situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 
Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres      Speech therapy 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad      Stroke 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff      Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood      Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
David Auvil      Illness 
Eric McEwuen      Recovery form heart  surgery/blood clot 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres      Illness 
Lee Paulson      Illness 
Dennis Fisher      Pneumonia 
Donna Carder      Cancer 
Bruce Brinker      Cancer 
Diane Collins      Recovery from accident/surgery 
Ann Fremouw      Recovery from knee surgery 
Tom DeVault      Recovery from heart surgery 
Donna Anthony     Ill health 
Nancy Goerlich     Eye surgeries 
Jan Baniak       Lung problems 
Dawn Fox      In remission — praise and thanksgiving! 
Edie Gibble      Seizures 
Taylor Wilson      Serious injury 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
Becca Camp 
       
Victoria Sickles     Homebound 
Kay Vandenbosche     Homebound 
Jim Tucker      Homebound 
Jeannine Daley     Homebound 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

5 

6 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

7 8 9 10 11 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

12 

13 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

14 15 16 17 

7:00 PM 

Council 

18 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

19 

20 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

21 22 23 24 

 

25 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

 

26 

27 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

3:30 PM 

Circle of Friends 

 

28 

8:00 AM 

Lutheran Men 

Zoom 

29 30    
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