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Dear Church Family, 
 
How are you doing?  I would love to be able to ask each one of you how you are doing with life 
right now.  Many of us are struggling with all of the changes we are facing.  Some of us are 
lonely because we can’t go out of our home or our family hasn’t been able to stop in for a 
visit.  Some are dealing with changes in work location or being out of work.  Others are strug-
gling with what to do about school for the kids.  Some may be feeling other anxieties and pres-
sures with the economy, fear of getting the virus, or the unrest we are experiencing in our coun-
try.  For some, all of these apply.   
 
So what are we to do?  Today I was reading a devotional about a young person who felt called 
to go see his family hundreds of miles away.  (This was obviously pre-COVID).  His car broke 
down and he was feeling defeated and questioned why God would lead him to do something 
that he couldn’t do. Just then, someone offered their car and he was able to make his trip.  The 
verse was 2 Corinthians 9:8.  “God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  The thought for the day 
was,” I can rest in God’s promise to supply whatever I need to serve.”  God will supply our 
needs.  He sent the Holy Spirit to comfort us.  We can find rest and peace in God’s promises.  
 
We are facing difficult times.  Know that you are not alone.  God WILL meet our needs. We can 
be the gift of God’s love and kindness for each other and for our broken world.  If you are able, 
call someone you miss from church.  Send a card or note in the mail.  If you need a number or 
address, let Tamara or me know. If you are in need, please let someone know.  Pray for each 
other, our church, your church leaders and our future Pastor. 
 
You are not forgotten, dear church family.  I miss you! 
 
In Peace, 
 
Lisa Moherman 
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Dear Members and Friends, 

 

I want to provide you with an update on the Pas-
tor search, Ministry Site Profile and Interim Pas-
tor.  Council met on Thursday 7/16/20 and we 
discussed the status of our search for a new pas-
tor. We discussed the town hall meeting that was 
held in late June.  We agreed that the primary 
theme at the town hall was to search for a full-
time pastor.   

 

The Ministry Site Profile (MSP) describes St. 
Paul, the priorities of the congregation, and what 
we are looking for in a pastor.  This document is shared with prospective pastor candidates to 
familiarize them with our congregation.  Aaron Metzger is leading the team that is developing the 
MSP.  Each team member participated in the town hall meeting and they are incorporating com-
ments from that meeting into their work. They have been making great progress and Aaron 
shared the basic themes with Council.  Once the team has finished their work, the document will 
be presented to council, and then to the congregation for discussion and approval.  This ap-
proved version will go to Bishop Riegel to assist him in his search for available candidates.  A call 
committee will be formed by St. Paul to evaluate potential candidates.  

 

I am taking the time to describe the process because it is clear that we are only part way through 
a lengthy process to determine our priorities and what we are looking for in our new pastor.   

  

Interim Pastor Process 

 

The term “interim pastor” can mean a lot of things.  Worship services, visitation and emergency 
coverage are the duties often covered by an interim pastor.  In addition, Council and mutual min-
istry meetings require some type of pastoral oversight.  Council and the executive committee 
have outlined duties that would likely need to be covered in normal circumstances, but some of 
these duties look different in our current situation with COVID.  For example, visitation is very lim-
ited, and likely will be for the next several months. Worship services are reduced and may be-
come even more limited if we remain a hot spot.   

 

In previous periods of vacancy, the Chaplain at the Lutheran Campus Ministry filled the interim 
position.  An ELCA rule, called “regularization,” states that a potential interim and the council 
must decide up front if the interim would want to be considered a candidate for the pastoral 
call.  If the interim does not want to be considered, then they serve as the interim and resume 
their normal duties when the interim period ends.  This is what happened when Chaplain Riegel 
served as interim between Pastor Brian and Pastor Jerry.  If an interim pastor wants to be con-
sidered a candidate for the call, he/she must declare this up front.  Once the Ministry Site Profile 
has been finalized, the interim and the call committee decide if they want to have an inter-
view.  The interim is the only candidate under consideration and a decision must be made to in-
terview or not interview this person before any other candidates are presented to the call  
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committee.  Only after the interim is out of the running would the Bishop present other candidates 
to the call committee. 

 

We started discussion with Chaplain Tony Setley about serving as our interim.  We discussed 
duties, the amount of time per month, compensation and regularization.  He wanted us to know 
that he would be interested in being a candidate for the pastoral call with the understanding that 
he wants to remain as a part-time pastor to the campus ministry.  The exact percentage of time 
has varied during conversation, but would most likely be 10-12%, but as high as 20% as an op-
tion.  If we engage Chaplain Tony as our interim with the possibility of regularization, it would be 
with the understanding that he would not be 100% at St. Paul.  Council decided that we are not 
far enough along in the Ministry Site Profile process to commit to this possibility of less than 
100%, but we want to keep the option open to interview Chaplain Tony if the MSP and his profile 
match.   

 

The bottom line is that we have chosen to work with Bishop Riegel to fill the interim pastor re-
sponsibilities in other ways, in an “a la carte” fashion.  This will keep Chaplain Tony as a possible 
candidate to be considered along with other candidates once the MSP process concludes.  In the 
meantime, he will be leading worship and preaching for us as he is available. 

 

Please keep this process, your Church Council, the MSP Committee, and the future Call Commit-
tee very much in your prayers.  If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me directly by phone or e-mail.  It is very important that we have your input, and that we 
are united as a congregation. 

  

In Peace, 

 

Lisa Moherman, Council President 

304-282-3676 
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SERVING ST 

PAUL 

August 

2020 

 

USHERS 

 

COUNTERS 

 

SUPPLY PASTOR 

 

2
nd

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

A. Metzger 

L. Moherman 

 

K. Powell 

A. Metzger 

 

 

Setley 

 

9
th 

10:00 AM 

 

L. Springer 

W. Graham 

 

D. Stiles 

J. Sandolfini 

 

Schafer 

 

16
th 

10:00 AM 

 

D. Custer 

K. Powell 

 

W. Graham 

L. Moherman 

 

Setley 

 

23
rd 

10:00 AM 

 

 

L. Moherman 

L. Springer 

 

D. Stiles 

C. Henry 

 

Setley 

 

30
th 

10:00 AM 

 

K. Powell 

A. Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

M. Boroff 

 

 

Serving 
in      

August 

Cradle Roll 
This month St. Paul celebrates two infant baptismal anniver-
saries:  

Michael Barclay (Aug. 4) and Victoria Miles (Aug. 25). 

We also observe the third birthday "graduation" of Ruth 
Switzer (Aug. 22).  God's blessings to all! 
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The St. Paul Church Council met via Zoom on 
Thursday, July 16, 2020 

 Council is monitoring the COVID-19 situation in 
Morgantown and is preparing ways to make 
changes to our way of doing Sunday services if 

necessary. 

 The new stair lift has been installed in the Sunday School wing. Maintenance 
work on the parking lot will be done in early August. Window replacement and 
painting in the offices will be done in August/September. 

 The Audit Committee is working on a review of 2018.  The Constitution and By-
laws Committee has been working on St. Paul’s outdated Constitution and Bylaws 
and is nearly ready to present the updated version to Council (this will eventually 
go to the congregation for discussion and approval). 

Church Office: 

Usually I am in the office on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings.  

Email: office@stpaulmorgantown.org 

Office phone: 304-599-0620 

Congratulations to 

Sam Peters, who 

was awarded the 

Huber Scholarship 

this year! 
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Who are these masked 

women? 

The quilters are meeting on Fridays 
from 10-2. Although the quarantine 
did slow our production, we are 
pleased to thank Sherry Fox for de-
livering to the warehouse quilts 
made before and those completed 
at home while quarantined.  We 
have loads of supplies with which to 
make quilts but our numbers of 
workers have been decreased.  We 
have a WANT for workers who can 
tie a square knot or use a safety pin 
to help us, if not on Friday 10-2 at 
home during the long days and 
nights of the remaining quarantine. 

  

On July 31 our dear member, 
Helen, will be buried with her hus-
band in Minnesota where they lived for many years.  Helen’s son is making a video of her life 
and her daughter requested that we supply several pictures that included the quilters.  At noon 
on July 31 Bishop Riegel will lead us in a memorial service for Helen.  Helen rarely missed a 
Sunday service or a quilting session in the years prior to her fall.  She always looked forward 
to visits by  the pastor and friends while in the nursing home in Morgantown.  Any friend of 
Helen’s who wishes to join us will be most welcome at the church at noon on July 31

st
.   

St. Paul regularly receives letters of thanks from groups that use our 
church building or that receive donations from the Parking Committee.  
Here are some excerpts:  

 

Girl Scouts of Black Diamond – “By offering us space at your facil-
ity and support of Girl Scouting, you have allowed Girl Scouts to 
grow in Morgantown and Monongalia County.  We can’t thank you 
enough for being a part of these girls’ story and making their Girl 
Scout experience a bright one!”  

  

Community Kitchen – “Thank you for your recent donation of 
$2,000.00 to Community Kitchen, Inc. … Staffing and running a meal program requires a vari-
ety of items and services.  Your contribution to Community Kitchen, Inc. helps to purchase food 
from Mountaineer Food Bank and local stores, enables us to purchase needed paper  

(Continued on page 7) 
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 During these days with the pandemic, social dis-
tancing, wearing masks in buildings, and no shar-
ing of food  in the buildings we are asking all folks 
who use the church to help keep it clean.  We do 
not have a sexton at this time to it is up to each and 
every one of us to help.   So please help.  Here are 
a few suggestions. 

1. Make sure you sanitize the restrooms after use 
following CDC recommendations. 

2. If you use tables or any areas such as the 
kitchen make sure you clean up all dishes, trash 
and sanitize the counters and sinks. 

3. If the trash baskets are full please empty and replace bags.  This includes the trash in the 
restrooms. 

4. If the floors are tracked with leaves, dirt, etc pick up a broom or vacuum and clean the 
floor.  We just had all the floors scrubbed and it takes everyone to keep them looking clean. 

5. If you wish to pull weeds feel free.  Now that we had the landscaping clean up the area we 
would like to keep it looking nice.  Easier to pull a few weeds than to pull hundreds.  

And if you wish to help in decluttering please contact Grethe Myles or Joanne Seasholtz. 

And THANK YOU to all who have helped the Church Mice. 

Image from clipart-library.com 

(continued from page 6) 

products and cleaning supplies, assists us in paying overhead costs including utilities and insur-
ance and allows us to employ three part-time employees to augment our volunteer staff.” 

  

Christian Help – “We appreciate your generous contribution to Christian Help.  Every dollar 
helps us meet our mission of responding to situations of emergency and need, with immediacy 
and simplicity, respecting the dignity of all persons in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  Your donation of 
$2,000 on 4/11/2020, will be pooled with others to leverage the support needed in our commu-
nity.  Together many families benefit.” 

  

Rock Forge Pantry – “The $800.00 was used to purchase 33 - $25 gift cards.  The #3,000 is be-
ing used to purchase eggs, butter, lunch meat and fresh fruit and veggies.  Your kindness and 
support is used by us for God’s work.  Thank you.” 

 

A future newsletter will include a full list of donations made from the Parking Committee fund 
and other sources such as the seasonal food baskets. 



Page 8                                                              The Epistle

 



August 2020  Page 9 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

     1  

3 4 5 6 7 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

8 2 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

10 11 12 13 

 

14 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

15 9 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

17 18 19 20 

7:00 PM 

Council 

21 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

22 16 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

24 

 

25 26 27 28 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

29 23 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

30 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

31 

8:00 AM 

Lutheran Men in 

Mission on Zoom 

     



Page 10                                                              The Epistle

 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Lu-

ther writes:  The Second Command-

ment: You are not to misuse the 

name of your God.  What is this?  

Answer:  We  are to fear and love 

God, so that we do not curse, swear, 

practice magic, lie,  or deceive using 

God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray 

to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name 

in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our con-

gregation’s worship. 

 
Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres     Speech therapy 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway     Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater     Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes     Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad     Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff     Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood     Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Eric McEwuen     Recovery form heart  surgery/blood clot 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres     Illness 
Lee Paulson      Illness 
Dennis Fisher     Pneumonia 
Sonja Bearce     Recovery from surgery 
Virgil Davis      Recovery from a fall 
Donna Carder     Cancer 
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Prayer list continued… 
 
Tammy Worden Minnick    Hospitalization 
Bruce Brinker     Cancer 
Diane Collins      Recovery from accident/surgery 
Ann Fremouw     Recovery from knee surgery 
Tom DeVault      Recovery from heart surgery 
Donna Anthony     Ill health 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
Becca Camp 
       
Pastor Dr. Rakotonirina David   Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Twyla Auvil       Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Victoria Sickles     Homebound 
Kay Vandenbosche     Homebound 
Jim Tucker      Homebound 
Jeannine Daley     Homebound 
 

On His Blindness 

When I consider how my light is spent 
Ere half my days in this dark world and wide,  
And that one talent which is death to hide 
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent  
To serve therewith my Maker, and present 
My true account, lest he returning chide,  
“Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?” 
I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent 
That murmur, soon replies: “God doth not need 
Either man’s work or his own gifts: who best  
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state  
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed 
And post o’er land and ocean without rest:  
They also serve who only stand and wait.”   John Milton 
 

In these days when some of us feel that, confined at home, there is little that we can do 
to serve God and others, this poem by John Milton advises us to have patience. To bear 
Christ’s “mild yoke” (Matthew 11:30) is to serve him. Milton, 1608-1674, lost his sight in 
his early forties.  He later composed his masterpiece, “Paradise Lost”, by dictating to 
amanuenses.  
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