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Dear 
Friends, 

 
 
 

We have had two modified, 30 minute, worship services in the era of COVID-19. Bishop Riegel 
presided on 6/21 and Chaplain Tony Setley on 6/28. We had 22 people in the building on 6/21 
and 26 on 6/28.  In addition, several people listened from their cars in the parking lot on FM 
97.1. Others watched or listened through Zoom.    
 
We welcome feedback if you joined in any of these worship offerings.  We know we had a few 
audio blips and the service wasn’t recorded as we had hoped. We have plans in place to try to 
remedy these issues for future services.  We will attempt to place the link for the recorded ser-
vice on Facebook and on the St. Paul website –  www.stpaulmorgantown.org   If you are inter-
ested in joining our tech team, please let me know – it will take several people to make sure we 
can provide seamless virtual options.   
 
Chaplain Tony Setley will be presiding on July 5th.  If you need information on how to partici-
pate through any of these forums, please contact Tamara in the office.  To be as safe as possi-
ble, we will carefully consider altering plans for in-person worship if COVID cases spike in our 
area.  
 
We hope that you have benefited from our new worship options.  Our goal is to help you feel 
connected to God and to our church family.  Please be safe and know that we are thankful for 
each of you and any way you can join us for worship. 
 
Please let me know if you have questions or con-
cerns.  ljmoherman@aol.com or 304-282-3676 
 
In Christ, 
 

Lisa Moherman 
Council President 

 

 

http://www.stpaulmorgantown.org/
mailto:ljmoherman@aol.com
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A town hall meeting was held on Wednesday June 24
th
, 

2020.  The meeting was facilitated by Pastor Linda 

Muhly in person and by Pastor Jason Felici on Zoom. 

Fifteen people attended in person and another seven-

teen individuals or families joined by Zoom.  Approxi-

mately twenty-five family units were represented. 

 

Pastor Muhly started the meeting with prayer and a brief introduction of the purpose for the meet-

ing.  The meeting was to discuss the positives and the negatives of St. Paul changing from a full-

time Pastor and going to a Part-Time Pastor or a shared Pastor.  This question was posed in a pe-

tition presented at the December 2019 Congregational spending plan meeting. 

 

The following is an overview of questions/comments offered. 

How would the pool of candidates differ for full and part-time pastors? Bishop Riegel summarized 

that there is one first call seminarian graduate for every four vacancies nationwide.  Those seeking 

part-time or shared calls usually have some factor that informs the decision to be part-time, such 

as family caregiving, location, decreased work-load desired.   

 

Pastor Muhly asked if the church has done any visioning such as a 5 year or 15-year strategic 

plan.  If not, she encouraged this be completed to guide decisions.   

 

What activities or responsibilities we would be willing to cut or share if we went to a part-time pas-

tor?  Several responses followed that supported the idea that going to a part-time pastor would: 1) 

lead to further regression and be a “self-sealing fate” and 2) result in a “part-time church”.  

 

Several spoke in support of having a strong, full-time leader who would need to be supported by 

people willing to work in the congregation.   

 

Pastor Jason Felici suggested that we should hear from someone who had a view other than neu-

tral or favorable of a full-time pastor.  The responder noted decline in attendance, program cuts, 

budget cuts and borrowing from ourselves as reasons to consider a part-time or shared pastor. 

 

Pastor Muhly noted that there are options to consider that can help us get the money to pay for 

what the congregation seems to want.  Intentional stewardship changes can make a difference. 

She gave the example of changing the offering envelopes to a style that can be folded, sealed, 

stamped and mailed.  This has been effective to increase giving in her congregation.  

 

Bishop Riegel spoke about stewardship analysis and developing a much more directed approach 

to giving.  He suggested tracking giving and looking at what could happen if top givers die or leave.  

A look back at giving over the last several years could also help predict financial health.  Consider 

visiting every member and making giving a part of the conversation.  Could developing a strong 

stewardship program be a focus for an interim pastor?  If so, a clear goal and accountability plan 

should be put in place.  

 

Additional items for the church to consider included increased Sunday School and youth group, 

enhanced evangelism, and adding worship services. Notes recorded by Lisa Moherman, Council 

President 
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The St. Paul Church Council met by phone on 
Thursday, June 18, 2020.  

 

1. We continue to fine-tune the process of streaming/
recording Sunday worship services. 

2. A Facebook ad will be created for the position of custodian/sexton. 

3. The ad-hoc Constitution and Bylaws Committee has been working for several months and 
has presented preliminary material to Council for consideration.  Our Constitution needs to 
brought up-to-date with the ELCA model constitution, and it also needs to reflect our current 
needs and processes. 

4. The Piece Makers and organ students have been given the go-ahead to resume meeting. 
A request from an outside group was denied due to ongoing health concerns. 

5. The Executive Committee will meet on July 2 to discuss the Interim Pastor plan.  The Min-
istry Site Profile Team is meeting weekly. 

SERVING ST 

PAUL 

July 

2020 

 

USHERS 

 

COUNTERS 

 

5
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

K. Powell 

D. Custer 

 

W. Graham 

M. Suder 

 

 

12
th 

10:00 AM 

 

L. Springer 

W. Graham 

 

D. Stiles 

K. Switzer 

 

19
th 

10:00 AM 

 

A. Metzger 

L. Moherman 

 

K. Powell 

J. Seasholtz 

 

26
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

K. Powell 

D. Custer 

 

W. Graham 

S. Gabbert 

Serving 
in      

July 
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From the Piece Makers 

The Piece Makers returned to work together near the end of June. 
Our return activities began with a call from E.J. O’Brien asking us 
if we would like the boxes of fabric that her mother had in her 
house when she passed last month. E. J. was never a sewer but 
her mother was, and she wanted the fabric to go to a good cause 
rather than be thrown away.  Mary went over to the house and 
loaded her small car and quickly called Linda and Diann who 
planned a joint trip.  We loaded two additional cars with fabric, 
sewing machines, and other tools quilters use, and headed to-
ward the church.  Diann called her son Danny who, thankfully, 
came to St. Paul with a dolly.  Many thanks to Danny for bringing the heavy boxes into the 
church for us.  We sorted the items for three hours and continued the following Friday.  E. J. told 
us her mother talked about the Piece Makers and shared many pictures of projects and mem-
bers with her. We thank E. J. for the many valuable donations.  These reminded us of her tal-
ented mother, Frances, whom we fondly remember and miss.  In the future you will see quilts 
and other partially completed items that we complete to support the work of the Piece Makers.  

We have another thank you for JoAnn Failinger who works at her home in Minnesota and sent 
us 37 quilt tops made during the quarantine. 

We are very grateful for the many donations, friendships, and fellowship of the ladies and friends 
of the Piece Makers. In this year two of our very dedicated members have passed.  Both women 
often took home quilts to tie.  We are blessed to have many quilting supplies. But, now more 
than ever we need lots of help completing quilts.  If you can come with your mask on Fridays 10-
2, please do come.  If not, consider helping by taking home a quilt to tie.  Tying quilts requires 
no sewing skills and can fill times you might normally spend in other ways while contributing to 
helping others in need through Lutheran World Relief. 
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While all of us are staying home, wearing masks, 
and protecting ourselves during the Covid-19 pan-
demic the CHURCH MICE have been busy at 
work.  I wanted to give you an update of what has 
been occurring behind the scenes, and in some 
cases in front of the scenes.  The mice have been 
slowly working their way down the list of to dos 
with the help of folks from the church.  The follow-
ing is what has been accomplished: 

1. The floors in the fellowship hall, nursery, nar-
thex and halls have been refinished and pol-
ished.  The carpet in the church and hallway has 
been cleaned.  The mice worked for about 5 
nights to accomplish this work while no one was 
stirring.  Joanne Seasholtz worked with the mice 

to complete. 

2. The landscaping phase 1 has been completed.  This included the cleaning of the grounds 
along the fence and around the church, weeding and mulching the front of the church, and 
some pruning.  More pruning will be completed in fall when appropriate for the trees and 
shrubs.  Also three trees whose roots had been interfering with a wall were removed; river rock 
has been placed in the area.  After the electrical work is completed outside for lighting, we can 
look at options, if needed, for any plants in the river rock area.  Bill Graham coordinated with 
the mice for this work. 

3. The bathrooms have been repaired.  Larry Springer worked with the mice on this work. 

4. The broken stair chair was removed and discarded by Larry Springer and Bill Graham.  This 
task was a little too heavy for the mice. 

5. The nursery was completely emptied, scrubbed with Clorox, floors refinished, windows 
cleaned, and all toys which were replaced in the nursery were scrubbed with Clorox.  This was 
completed by Joanne Seasholtz with assistance from the mice. 

The following is in process: 

6. The parking lot will be repaired and resealed with new lines painted.  This could not be 
scheduled until the landscaping was complete but will now be scheduled.  Bill Graham is coor-
dinating with the mice. 

7. The windows in the Pastor’s office, and other offices will be replaced, the ceiling lights in the 
office, bathroom, and library will be replaced, and the floor in the Pastor’s office replaced with 
laminate.  The work is being scheduled as this is written.  Larry Springer is coordinating this 
work.  Mary Boroff has volunteered and will be painting the ceiling and walls in the Pastor’s of-
fice.  If you are interested in helping Mary please reach out to her.  Larry will be coordinating 
with her when the windows are complete to paint the ceiling and walls prior to the floor.  

8. The stair chair has been ordered and when the parts are in, that work will start. That work 
will need to be scheduled around when the inspectors are available. Larry Springer is coordi-
nating with the company, inspector, and mice. 

Please stay healthy and God Bless, 

The Church Mice 
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Help Needed 
 

The Church Mice have discovered these treasures in 
one cabinet in the Fellowship Hall:  partly eaten 
cookie, stickers with expired stick-um, old paperbacks, 
pencil stubs with no erasers...  Since the Church Mice 
have no interest in these or similar items, those former 
treasures have been trashed.  BUT, there are several 
other cabinets to explore…and many have salvage-
able, useful goodies.  Your help is needed! 

  

Families, including kids (teachers know that kids are excellent crayon, paper, pencil sorters) are 
invited to spend an evening tackling one cabinet (or more!) and placing the contents on an ap-
propriate Fellowship Hall table.  Signs will be attached to the tables.   

  

 Process per cabinet: 

              1.  Contact church office two days in advance so everything can be set up for you 

              2.  Empty cabinet and put contents on separate tables labeled for 

                           A.  Kits 

                           B.  Craft media 

                           C.  Books, printed material 

                           D.  Costumes, fabric 

                           E.  Toys 

                           F.  Trash—anything that is obviously unusable 

              3.  A second pair of eyes (Church Mice) will inspect each table to determine what can  
  be saved and what can be tossed. 

              4.  Church Mice will box salvageable items and store them in appropriate cabinets. 

  

Ready to help?  Please notify the church office (304-
599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)  when 
you can help—a minimum of two days notice is nec-
essary for the Church Mice to have tables set up and to 
make sure we have one family at a time for social dis-
tancing.  Office hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 9 
AM—noon. 
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Church Office: 

Usually I am in the office on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings.  

Email: office@stpaulmorgantown.org 

Office phone: 304-599-0620 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

  1 2 3 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

4  

6 7 8 9 10 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

11 5 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

13 14 15 16 

7:00 PM 

Council 

 

17 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

18 12 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

20 21 22 23 24 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

 

25 19 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 

27 

8:00 AM 

Lutheran Men 

in Mission 

Zoom) 

28 29 30 31 

10:00 AM 

Piece Makers 

 26 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Service 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What is 

this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions 

to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 
 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres     Speech therapy 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway     Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater     Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes     Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad     Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff     Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood     Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Eric McEwuen     Recovery form heart  surgery/blood clot 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres     Illness 
Lee Paulson      Illness 
Dennis Fisher     Pneumonia 
Sonja Bearce     Recovery from surgery 
Virgil Davis      Recovery from a fall 
Donna Carder     Cancer 
Tammy Worden Minnick    Hospitalization 
Bruce Brinker     Cancer 
Diane Collins      Recovery from accident/surgery 
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Prayer list continued… 
 
Ann Fremouw     Recovery from knee surgery 
Tom DeVault      Recovery from heart surgery 
Donna Anthony     Ill health 
Essential Workers 
Those who have no way to isolate safely 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
Becca Camp 
 
Steve Brecht      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Ravi Shibley      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Eleanor Black     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Victoria Sickles     Homebound 
Kay Vandenbosche     Homebound 
Jim Tucker      Homebound 
Jeannine Daley     Homebound 



The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Lisa Moherman 

Vice President:  Aaron Metzger 

Secretary:  Julie Sandolfini 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 

Council Members 

Mary Boroff     Margie Suder        Carol Henry 

Lisa Moherman    Steve Gabbert        Joanne Seasholtz 

Julie Sandolfini    Katie Switzer         Aaron Metzger 


