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 God’s Grandeur 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 

   It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 

   It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 

Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 

   Generations have trod, have trod, have 

 trod; 

   And all is seared with trade; bleared, 

 smeared with toil; 

And wears man’s smudge and shares 

 man’s smell: the soil 

   Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being 

 shod. 

And for all this, nature is never spent; 

   There lives the dearest freshness deep 

 down things; 

And though the last lights off the black 

 West went 

   Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs— 

Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 

   World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 

 
Gerard Manley Hopkins 

Illustration: Depiction of the Holy Spirit as a dove, by Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 

in the apse of Saint Peter's Basilica, c. 1660  

Photo by Dnalor_01, from Wiki Commons, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/at/deed.en 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e8/Rom%2C_Vatikan%2C_Basilika_St._Peter%2C_Die_Taube_des_Heiligen_Geistes_%28Cathedra_Petri%2C_Bernini%29.jpg
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Dear Church – the people, not the building,  

 

We all have been hearing a lot about opening up the church.  Many 

wise leaders are quick to clarify that the church has never closed.  

While our buildings may not be open, we are the church when we 

call each other to check in, run errands for someone, volunteer at 

the food bank, provide meals to school children, and in countless 

other ways. We are the church when we pray for each other.  We 

may not all be in the building right now, but we are the church.  This 

week I was reflecting on how it may be hard for some of us to feel 

connected during this time of social distancing. Then I remember 

Jesus’ words: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing.”  John 15: 5 (NRSV).  I like the image of us all 

being connected through Jesus, the source of our ability to bear much fruit.  We are working on a 

plan to safely open the building or provide video from St. Paul.  Until then, stay connected to Je-

sus and each other, and continue to be the church.  In Christ, Lisa Moherman, Council President.   

 

When will we have a new Pastor? 

 

Finding a Pastor is a long process, divided into various stages.  The first stage is gathering input 

to complete the Ministry Site Profile, which is a document that helps prioritize the needs of the 

congregation.  Aaron Metzger has assembled a team to work on this important step.  It may 

seem like it is taking a long time to get this step completed, but church leaders recommend tak-

ing time with this stage.  Meanwhile, Bishop Riegel is actively looking for an appropriate candi-

date to serve as our interim. He will continue to support our congregation until a suitable interim 

is identified.  

 

Need financial assistance or willing to help out? 

  

While being cooped up has taken a toll on many of us, we are aware that 

some are also facing financial challenges.  The Santa Lucia fund, supple-

mented by the parking committee, is available to assist with modest re-

quests. 

Confidentiality is extremely important, so please do not feel nervous or em-

barrassed to ask.  A point person will work with you privately to help de-

velop a plan.  You can contact Lisa Moherman (304) 282-3676, Aaron 

Metzger (304) 288-9372, Debby Borrelli (304) 680-1890 or Tamara Riegel 

in the office (304) 599-0620.   

If you are in a position to support the fund, please write Santa Lucia fund 

on your check/envelope.   

       Lisa Moherman 
       Council President 
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The St. Paul Church Council met by phone on 
Thursday, May 18, 2020.  

1. Town Hall: Moderators are available; dates are being 

discussed; council discussing a virtual or in-person format                         

2. Reopening information: Executive Council members and 

a Reopening committee have met and are continuing to examine results of congregation 

wide survey to determine best way to proceed with services. First meeting was May 10, 

and next meeting is set for June 1. Members include: Lisa Moherman, Aaron Metzger, 

Debbie Borrelli, Julie Sandolfini, Bishop Matthew Riegel, Mary Haas, Larry Springer, Carl 

Werntz, David Custer, and Sandy Price.  

3. Property Committee: This committee has been very busy! Floors, carpets, painting, win-

dows, parking lot!  

4. Cleaning rooms: Council is asking for volunteers to assist with cleaning out, purging, and 

deep cleaning all rooms of church. Please stay tuned for additional communication/sign 

up to come. 

5. Huber Scholarship:  Council has awarded scholarship to recipient. Congratulations!  

Declutter and Clean-up Plan 

Seeking volunteers – and call to claim 

items 

 
Do you like to organize and declutter spaces?  Do you have the 

ability to balance “tradition” with “this is broken and can be 

pitched”?  We are seeking volunteers to respectfully work 

through various rooms in the church to spruce up our space.  

To be sure that nothing gets tossed in error, we’ll plan to have 

someone with historical perspective paired with another person 

or two to make sure that we don’t get rid of anything that we 

shouldn’t.  Other spaces aren’t too cluttered but could use a 

good cleaning.  If you want to claim anything that you have do-

nated, please do so by 6/12/20.      

  

 

 Are you able to help?  Please contact Lisa Moherman (304) 282-3676 or Julie Sandolfini (304) 

685-8250. 

Yep, could use some cleanup 
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From the Piece Makers 

Like most of the members of St. Paul, the Piece Makers 
have been staying at home cooking, sewing, and read-
ing.  We keep track of each other by making lots of phone 
calls and sending text messages.  Unfortunately, not all of 
these communications share happy news. This past 
month we learned of the death of Frances 
O’Brien.  Perhaps you noticed the addition of her name to 
the prayer list last month; she had a fall and discovered 
that she also had Lymphoma.  She was transported to 
John Hopkins to be with her daughter while having 
chemo.  The treatment evidently brought about multiple 
organ failure, and she passed peacefully May 8

th
 with her 

daughter present.  One of the saddest things associated with the deaths of people at this time is 
the lack of being physically close to friends and families for sharing comfort and memo-
ries.  Therefore, we want to remember you, Frances, an active member of Trinity Episcopal 
Church, who for over three years faithfully joined us on Fridays at quilting and WELCA.  She no-
ticed the organs and joined the organ group.   Frances often played the songs she was learning, 
and we sang along as she played.  One morning in 2016 we talked and decided that we would 
make a quilt as a money raising project for our needed supplies.  About thirty minutes later 
France arrived with a quilt top that she had made several years earlier and said that she was 
wondering if the quilters might use it.  Soon the top was turned into a large quilt in pink and 
shades of purple.  Perhaps you remember this quilt.  As a group we were surprised at the record 
amount of money this quilt raised and pleased when the winner of the quilt was a member of St. 
Paul.   

THANK YOU! 

Jeanne Lemasters filled in for the office while Tamara went to Minne-

sota to retrieve Grace’s belongings from her dorm (left behind in stasis 

when school went online after spring break) 

 

Joanne Seasholtz for cleaning up the nursery in preparation for the 

professional cleaning and waxing of the floors.  She did the lion’s 

share, although Larry Springer helped with the heavy lifting and Grace Riegel sorted the 

books.   

 

By the way, the floors look great!   

Counter Schedule 

June 7 — Bill Graham and Carol Henry 

June 21— Dave Stiles and Katie Switzer 
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Congratulations to Sam Peters, 

recipient of the Huber Scholar-

ship for 2020. The Huber Schol-

arship is awarded to a high 

school senior who has been ac-

tive at St. Paul. May God bless 

you in all your future endeavors, 

Sam! 
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Property Committee 
 

The property committee has been hard at work caring 

for our building.  The decision was made at the Febru-

ary 2, 2020 Congregation Meeting to allow up to 

$50,000 to be spent to perform many maintenance pro-

jects to protect our building from deteriorating and to 

generally care for our building and those who use it.  

 

What has been done so far: 

 Floors cleaned and waxed- in progress 

 Carpets cleaned in sanctuary 

 Toilets repaired – 2 downstairs in men’s room and 

the toilet across from the office. 

 Heat changed over to air conditioning – AC leaking 

valve - The valve leaked last year and was repaired.  

We knew it might leak this year again and not be able to be repaired.  They no longer 

make these valves so a new valve will need to either be hand-made or a usable replace-

ment found.  Contractor is providing bid for this.   

 Nursery cleaned out and cleaned.  All broken items were removed and remaining items 

were scrubbed.  All items are child safe now.  We have plenty of books and toys for the 

children.   Cleaning included the windows, floors, and some walls.   

 

What is coming up and how decisions were made: 

The property committee created and prioritized a list of projects to maintain our building/property.  

Projects were divided into phase 1 and phase 2.  Phase 1 projects are being addressed now, 

and phase 2 projects will be addressed later.  Bids were obtained for the phase 1 projects, and 

council has authorized funds for the following projects: 

 

Stair lift – To allow accessibility to the nursery hallway and the fellowship hall, two updates are 
planned.  A folding 6-foot ramp will be purchased to access the hallway by the nursery through 

the side entrance.  A stair lift will be placed on the stairs down into the fellowship hall from the 

nursery hallway.  This package, including inspection, is $6,600.  This combination was selected 

based upon price, anticipated use, and accessibility to all areas of the church.  Access and Mo-

bility Enterprises, Inc. – 101 Mobility 

 

Tree removal and general landscaping - Existing trees outside of the office/education wing are 

causing damage to the sidewalk, lights, and retaining wall.  Options were discussed to preserve 

the trees; however, the best option is to remove them.  In addition, general landscaping has been 

discussed, but not completed for many years.  This expenditure is to protect our investment and 

do larger-scale landscaping that a team will then be better able to upkeep.  The total package is 

$4,478.50 and includes removing the trees, removing the roots, and adding river rock to the area.  

All other areas will have weeds removed, trimming, and new mulch added.  Mid Atlantic Land-

scaping LLC. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Please add these names to our 
list of graduates:  

 
Adam Roh, WVU, master’s degree in engi-
neering 
 
Lucy Roh, University High School 
 
Bridget Arthur, daughter of Subha Arthur 
(many of us remember Bridget and Subha 
when they were members here) high school 
graduate and planning to attend Marshall 
University 

Parking lot - This includes repairs, filling in and leveling dip, repairing crack with hot tar, 1 coat of 

high impact coal tar sealer, cleaning of debris, and striping for spaces including handicap and num-

bers.  There are currently areas where the asphalt is lifting up from the base cement and this will 

rapidly expand.   Discussion ensued about timing of this project and it was determined that the 

longer this project is postponed, the greater the likelihood that the entire pavement would need to 

be replaced. Total package is $4787.75.  Polce Seal Coating, LLC 

 

Upper level of education wing -  Replace windows, lighting and floor covering in pastor’s office.   

Replace light fixtures in library, Sunday School Room and bathroom.  Replace remaining windows 

in office area.  All Pro – $11,375.45 (approximate because painting has been removed from bid 
and will be done by a council volunteer). 

 

If you have questions about any of the projects, please contact Joanne Seasholtz, council liaison at 

304-692-5330. 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse the name of your 

God.  What is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or de-

ceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give 

thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted 

up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres     Speech therapy 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway     Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater     Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes     Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad     Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff     Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood     Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Eric McEwuen     Recovery form heart  surgery/blood clot 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres     Illness 
Lee Paulson      Illness 
Dennis Fisher     Pneumonia 
Sonja Bearce     Recovery from surgery 
Virgil Davis      Recovery from a fall 
Donna Carder     Cancer 
Tammy Worden Minnick    Hospitalization 
Bruce Brinker     Cancer 
Diane Collins      Recovery from accident/surgery 
Steve Brecht      Recovery from injury/knee surgery 
Essential Workers 
Those who have no place to isolate safely 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
Becca Camp   
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 2020  Page 9 

 

Prayer list continued… 
 
Francis O’Brien     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Ravi Shibley      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Victoria Sickles     Homebound 
Kay Vandenbosche     Homebound 
Jim Tucker      Homebound 
Jeannine Daley     Homebound 

 

. . . The dove descending breaks the air 
With flame of incandescent terror 
Of which the tongues declare 
The one dischage from sin and error. 
The only hope, or else despair 
Lies in the choice of pyre of pyre- 
To be redeemed from fire by fire. 

Who then devised the torment? Love. 
Love is the unfamiliar Name 
Behind the hands that wove 
The intolerable shirt of flame 
Which human power cannot remove. 
We only live, only suspire 
Consumed by either fire or fire . . . 
 
 
Excerpt from Little Gidding by T.S. Eliot 
in Four Quartets 

 
 

Pentecost Sermon, Gebhard Fugel, 
turn of 19/20th century  {{US-PD}} 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/Gebhard_Fugel_Pfingtspredigt.jpg
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0156332256/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0156332256&linkCode=as2&tag=cothinlo-20&linkId=WI6T572DP3UYQY5E
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