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Ascension  

Salute the last, and everlasting day,  

Joy at the uprising of this Sunne, and Sonne,  

Ye whose just tears, or tribulation  

Have purely washed, or burnt your drossy 

 clay;  

Behold the Highest, parting hence away,  

Lightens the dark clouds, which he treads 

 upon,  

Nor doth he by ascending, show alone,  

But first he, and he first enters the way.  

O strong Ram which hast battered heaven 

 for me,  

Mild lamb, which with thy blood, hast 

 marked the path;  

Bright Torch, which shin'st, that I the way 

 may see,  

Oh, with thy own blood quench thy own just wrath.  

And if the holy Spirit, my Muse did raise,  

Deign at my hands this crown of prayer and praise. 

 
 

John Donne   1571-1631 

The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord is May 21st 

Pietro Perugino, The Ascension of Christ   

from 1495 to 1498   {{US-PD}} 
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COVID-19 Update 
Dear Members and Friends, 

Seven weeks have passed where we haven’t been able to 

gather together to worship.  I have missed seeing you all and I 

look forward to when we can be together again.  Unfortunately, 

it is not clear when it will be safe to hold services.  For that rea-

son, the Congregation Council has made the decision to sus-

pend in-person worship indefinitely.  We will monitor the situa-

tion and announce a plan for safely resuming services based 

upon CDC and public health recommendations. 

While nothing takes the place of meeting together, we do hope that you are taking advantage of 

the following: 

Weekly worship resources provided by our office distributed by e-mail or U.S. mail 

Service videos provided by Chaplain Tony Setley at the Lutheran Campus Ministry at WVU 

Facebook page 

WV-WMD.org synod website for periodic offerings 

Easter hymn offerings by our organist Bob Kleeb.  These can be accessed through the St. 

Paul Lutheran Church Facebook Page or the following link: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=edT31qkHry0  or searching for bobkleebmusic on Google or YouTube  

 

Several council and mutual ministry members have 

been making calls to check in on our congregants.   

We hope you have enjoyed visiting with those who 

have called you.  Our plan is to continue to make 

these calls to connect with each other in different 

ways.  If you have not received a call, please con-

sider calling the church to make sure we have the 

best phone number to reach you.   

Although we are not meeting in the building, church expenses continue.  

Many of you have been faithfully sending in checks and we truly appreci-

ate it.  If you haven’t done so, please prayerfully consider how you can 

continue to support our work.  If you have been finding the videos from 

our Lutheran Campus Ministry to be beneficial, you may also want to 

consider making a donation to them at lutheranmountaineer.org or at 

LCM, 1497 University Avenue, Morgantown, WV  26505. 

If anyone needs assistance with errands or would just like to talk, please 

call the church office at 304-599-0620, Lisa Moherman at 304-282-3676, 

or Jeanne Lemasters at 304-282-0838.   We will try to connect you with 

a volunteer who can help. 

Lisa Moherman, Council President 

 

Therefore encourage one       
another and build up each 

other, as indeed you are doing.          
1 Thessalonians 5:11 
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Church Office: 

Hours continue be erratic.  Usually I am in the 

office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  

Email: office@stpaulmorgantown.org 

Office phone: 304-599-0620 

 

What are the plans for finding a new 

pastor? 

- Interim pastor- Bishop Riegel is looking for an ap-
propriate candidate to serve as our interim.  In the 
meantime, a supply pastor has been identified to pre-
side for each Sunday Service when we are able to 
gather together again. 

- Ministry site profile - Aaron Metzger, Council Vice 
President, is assembling a team to draft the ministry 
site profile. The team will be gaining input from the 
congregation as they work to complete this process. 
This document will detail the priorities and goals of our congregation.  More information about this 
process and congregation review will be forthcoming. 

- Town Hall - When appropriate to gather again, we will be scheduling a town hall to discuss as-
pects of our pastoral leadership needs.  This input will be useful to the Ministry Site Profile team. 

 

Sexton/custodian position - We are currently seeking an individual to fill the position of 

sexton/custodian.  The Sexton/Custodian position will be responsible for the care and upkeep of 
church property.  This includes housekeeping and handyman/woman responsibilities.  If you or 
someone you know is interested in this part-time (10 hour/week) position, please contact Lisa Mo-
herman at ljmoherman@aol.com or 304-282-3676 

 

Building Use Reminder - If you are in the church for any reason, please observe good 

hygiene. Wash your hands after touching anything.  Clorox wipes are have been made available in 

various spots around the building; please use them to disinfect when you have used an area. 

Before you leave, please check behind yourself and younger ones to be sure that the faucet is not 
dripping and that the drinking fountain and toilet have stopped running.  Also double check that you 
have turned off lights and check that the door has fully latched behind you.  If you happen to notice 
any maintenance issues that need immediate attention, please call Lisa Moherman at 304-282-
3676. 

mailto:ljmoherman@aol.com
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                         From the Piece Makers 

The Piece Makers are in isolation, but are still busy.  Many calls have 

gone back and forth to check on the conditions and needs of mem-

bers.  We are happy to report that all of the St. Paul members, includ-

ing Jo Ann Fallinger who is in Minnesota, are all doing well.  However, 

we added Frances O’Brien, a member at Trinity Episcopal Morgan-

town, to our church’s prayer list.  Frances took a fall.  In the process of testing related to the fall, 

she was found to have Lymphoma.  She is now with her daughter in Catonsville, MD and getting 

treatments at John Hopkins.  Her goal is to get back to Morgantown by Christmas.  Please join 

us in praying for her return in good health.  We need her help as we need the help of additional 

people.  

Several members are working at home.  Renate made lap robes, and like Linda, has also made 

face masks. Nancy is sewing quilt tops while Mary is busy tying quilts.  Like everyone we hope 

to soon be back worshiping at St. Paul and making quilts on Fridays.  Until then we wish Peace 

and Good Health to All. 

 

At this time Camp Luther is still scheduled to 

take place June 21-27.  Pastor Felici is 

monitoring the situation and will let us know 

of any changes.  He hopes to make an an-

nouncement by mid May. 
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The St. Paul Church Council met by phone on 
Thursday, April 16,  2020.  

 

 In-person worship is still 
suspended.  The Council will 

continue to monitor the situation. 

 Council approved refinishing of floors downstairs and carpet 
cleaning. 

 Council is making phone calls to all members of the congrega-
tion to facilitate mutual care and conversation during the lockdown.  
If you have not received a call, please let us know. 

 Council discussed the use of St. Lucia funds for members who 
are in financial need due to the COVID lockdown.  If you are in 
need of help, or know of someone in need, please contact a council 
member.  Confidentiality will be maintained. 

Tilly and Norman assist 

with the preparation of 

the council minutes 

Nursery Clean Up 

In preparation for floor cleaning, we will be emptying out the nursery.  This is a 

great time to make sure that items we return to the nursery are clean and safe for 

our children.  We recognize that many of you have do-

nated items over the years.  We want to give you the 

opportunity to get back anything that has sentimental 

value.  You may either go to the church and get the 

items, or, provide a description and we’ll be sure to 

save it for you.  Anything not claimed by May 15
th
 will 

be disposed of in an appropriate manner.  Contacts are 

Lisa Moherman 304-282-3676, Katie Switzer 518-598-

7083 and Joanne Seasholtz 304-692-5330. 

Thanks, Steve Gabbert, for defrost-

ing the freezer and checking on the 

reason for the ice floe 
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Sam Peters is graduating from 

Morgantown High School. He 

plans to attend Fairmont State 

University in fall to pursue a de-

gree in history with a concen-

tration in secondary education.  

Kyle Smith (on left) is 

graduating from Univer-

sity High School and 

plans to attend WVU in 

the fall of 2020, major-

ing in business manage-

ment. After completing 

his degree he hopes to 

pursue his interest in 

working with youth.  

Get to know our 

Graduates 
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Timothy Suder will be 

graduating from West Vir-

ginia Wesleyan this May 

with a Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Chemistry and 

Bachelor of Arts in Phys-

ics with a Minor in Mathe-

matics. He plans to begin 

his graduate education in 

Geochemistry in August 

and hopes to continue his 

research into the far fu-

ture. 

Ethan Stiles will graduate 
from West Virginia       
University. 

 

Ammelin Grosso will 
graduate from Fairmont 
State University. 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse the name of your 

God.  What is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or de-

ceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give 

thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted 

up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres     Speech therapy 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway     Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater     Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes     Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad     Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff     Recovery from     
        surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood     Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Eric McEwuen     Recovery form heart  surgery/blood clot 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres     Illness 
Lee Paulson      Illness 
Dennis Fisher     Pneumonia 
Sonja Bearce     Recovery from surgery 
Virgil Davis      Recovery from a fall 
Donna Carder     Cancer 
Tammy Worden Minnick    Hospitalization 
Bruce Brinker     Cancer 
Frances O’Brien     Cancer/Injury 
Essential Workers 
Those who have no place to isolate safely 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 



May 2020  Page 9 

 

Prayer list continued… 
 
Victoria Sickles     Homebound 
Kay Vandenbosche     Homebound 
Jim Tucker      Homebound 
Jeannine Daley     Homebound 
 

Rembrandt, The Resurrection, ca. 1636-1639   

{{US-PD}} 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Rembrandt_van_Rijn_178.jpg
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