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Am I a stone, and not a sheep, 

    That I can stand, O Christ, beneath Thy cross,  

    To number drop by drop Thy blood’s slow loss 

And yet not weep? 

Not so those women loved 

    Who with exceeding grief lamented Thee; 

    Not so fallen Peter, weeping bitterly; 

Not so the thief was moved; 

Not so the Sun and Moon 

    Which hid their faces in a starless sky, 

    A horror of great darkness at broad noon – 

I, only I. 

Yet give not o’er, 

    But seek Thy sheep, true Shepherd of the flock 

    Greater than Moses, turn and look once more, 

And smite a rock. 

     Christina Rossetti 
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The St. Paul Church Council met by phone on 
Thursday, March 19,  2020.  

 

  

 

1. Food Baskets: Rather than purchase and build food baskets for 
Easter to donate to local food pantries, council decided a financial do-
nation be collected and this money will be donated directly to local 
food banks that are operating at this time. 

2. Council decided to combine janitorial and sexton roles into one po-
sition. 

3. Camp Luther scholarships will be made available. These scholar-
ships cover half the cost for the week of summer camp. 

4. The Huber Scholarship is available to graduating seniors. Please 
contact office for requirements. 

COVID-19 Update 

 
Worship services and activities at St. Paul will be suspended 
through the end of April.  We will carefully monitor the situation and make 

additional decisions based upon public health recommendations at that time. 
 
On Friday, March 20th, the liturgy was 
sent by e-mail or U.S. mail to the congre-
gation. We intend to continue sending 
you the scriptures, hymns and prayers 
for each Sunday.  There are other re-
sources available online. Chaplain Tony 
Setley is posting videos of various ser-
vices on the Lutheran Campus Ministry 
at WVU Facebook page.  These videos 
can be watched live or later at your convenience.  Worship videos and other re-
sources are available at www.wv-wmd.org/COVID-19/index.html.  

There are seven weeks in the Easter season. Let us pray that 

one day, before the season is over, we will be able to be to-

gether to celebrate the Paschal feast! 

Tilly the cat assists with 

the preparation of the 

council minutes 
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Church Office: 

Hours will be erratic in March and April 

Email: office@stpaulmorgantown.org 

Office phone: 304-599-0620 

 

What are the plans for finding a new 

pastor? 

- Interim pastor- Bishop Riegel is looking for an ap-
propriate candidate to serve as our interim.  In the 
meantime, a supply pastor has been identified to pre-
side for each Sunday Service when we are able to 
gather together again. 

- Ministry site profile - Aaron Metzger, Council Vice 
President, is assembling a team to draft the ministry 
site profile. The team will be gaining input from the 
congregation as they work to complete this process. 
This document will detail the priorities and goals of our congregation.  More information about this 
process and congregation review will be forthcoming. 

- Town Hall - When appropriate to gather again, we will be scheduling a town hall to discuss as-
pects of our pastoral leadership needs.  This input will be useful to the Ministry Site Profile team. 

 

Sexton/custodian position - We are currently seeking an individual to fill the position of 

sexton/custodian.  The Sexton/Custodian position will be responsible for the care and upkeep of 
church property.  This includes housekeeping and handyman/woman responsibilities.  If you or 
someone you know is interested in this part-time (10 hour/week) position, please contact Lisa Mo-
herman at ljmoherman@aol.com or 304-282-3676 

 

Building Use Reminder - If you are in the church for any reason, please observe good 

hygiene. Wash your hands after touching anything.  Clorox wipes are have been made available in 

various spots around the building; please use them to disinfect when you have used an area. 

Before you leave, please check behind yourself and younger ones to be sure that the faucet is not 
dripping and that the drinking fountain and toilet have stopped running.  Also double check that you 
have turned off lights and check that the door has fully latched behind you.  If you happen to notice 
any maintenance issues that need immediate attention, please call Lisa Moherman at 304-282-
3676. 

mailto:ljmoherman@aol.com
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From the Piece Makers 

On February 28 Piece Makers received the very sad news that Helen 
Goryance passed peacefully after a period of time filled with medical 
challenges. We received a note from her daughter thanking the Piece 
Makers for the cards, flowers, texts, and calls. Helen’s daughter as-
sured us that all these communications brought a smile to Helen’s 
face. Helen’s daughter also sent a note to the congregation which is 
posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.  We encourage you to read 
this note and learn of her daughter’s observations of her mother’s feel-
ings about being a member of the St. Paul Community.  

 The Piece Maker’s have several things for which to express thanks.  A 
big thanks to Jo Anne Failinger for the gift of quilt tops.  We also thank 
the Ladies of the United Methodist Church for their contribution of fab-
rics.   

Lutheran World Relief sent a summary chart of its work for 2019.  A poster with a map and chart 
illustrates the types of help and destinations is posted in the narthex. Over half a million people 
in 24 different nations were beneficiaries. The map for 2019 illustrates that those receiving quilts 
from the Piece Makers are sent out through the warehouse in Maryland.  Nations receiving quilts 
through the Maryland warehouse included Armenia, Georgia, Dominica, Haiti, Nicaragua, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 

When the activities of the church restart, come and join us on Fridays.  We are behind in our 
tasks and service because of being quarantined. Help bring warm quilts to people throughout 
the world! 

 

At this time Camp Luther is still scheduled to 

take place June 21-27.  Pastor Felici is 

monitoring the situation and will let us know 

of any changes. 

Thanks to a bequest by Mary Rancinger, 

longtime first grade teacher in Monongalia 

County, St. Paul is able to  offer scholarships 

for half the cost of Camp Luther. Copies of the Camp Luther scholarship form and 

the Camp Luther registration form are available at the church.   

Campers should complete the scholarship form without outside assistance. 

Return the scholarship form, the Camp Luther registration forms, and your half of 

the fee (check for $110.00 made out to Camp Luther) to the Church Office by April 

22, 2020.  One scholarship payment will be made for all registrants, and all regis-

trations will be mailed together. 
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How can I be a good Steward in this time of COVID-19? 
 

Time - Please take the time to pray for our church 
and our council. Spend time in Christ-centered ac-
tivities such as prayer, reading the Bible, listening 
to Christian music and hymns, and family Christian 
education.   
 
Talent - Are you involved in any committees or pro-
jects at the church? Are there any aspects of these 
projects or planning that can be done now?  Start 
thinking and praying about how you can offer your 
talents once we can be together again.  If you 
would like to get more involved, reach out to your 
council members or the office to get connected to a 
committee that could use your talents. 
 
Treasure—The bills are still coming in and there is 
still work to do as a church.  Please send your 
checks directly to the church. 

 

EASTER FOOD BASKETS 

We will not be collecting food and creating baskets this 
year.  Instead, please mail cash donations to the church, 
and we will send a check to Rock Forge Food Pantry.  

Please write “food baskets” on the memo line of your 
check and mail it to St. Paul Lutheran Church, 309 Bald-
win Street, Morgantown, WV, 26505. 

The people at the pantry have for our prayers.  Every-
one who works there is over 70. They are taking meas-
ures to be safe, but they are very brave.   

With so many people suddenly out of work, the need is 
greater than ever.  Thank you for your generosity! 

For more information, contact the church office 

(office@stpaulmorgantown.org -- 304-599-0620). 

mailto:office@stpaulmorgantown.org
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment: You are 

not to misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love 

God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s 

name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, 

and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in every 

situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s 

worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres     Speech therapy 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway     Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater     Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes     Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad     Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff     Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood     Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Summer Toffle and family     House fire 
Eric McEwuen     Recovery form heart surgery/blood clot 
Sue Lynch      Recovery from surgery 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres     Illness 
Lee Paulson      Illness 
Dennis Fisher     Pneumonia 
Sonja Bearce     Recovery from surgery 
Virgil Davis      Recovery from a fall 
Donna Carder     Cancer 
Tammy Worden Minnick    Hospitalization 
 
Tom Lee      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Charlie Cooper     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
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Do you know of someone graduating in 

May or June?  Please let us 

know so that we may recognize them on 

May 17
th
. High school and up only, please. 

 

Prayer list continued... 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
Becca Camp   
 
Victoria Sickles     Homebound 
Kay Vandenbosche     Homebound 
Jim Tucker      Homebound 
Jeannine Daley     Homebound 
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Getting to know some 
of the people of      

Saint Paul! 

Paul Smith became a member of St. Paul in 
1959, when he moved to Morgantown to teach 
at WVU.  He is a professor emeritus of Food Sci-
ences and can recommend top quality ice cream 
brands.   He enjoys fishing and vacations at the 
beach.  He and his wife 
Mary Ellen attend their 
grandchildren’s sporting 
events and other activi-
ties. 

Rachel Sampson serves as an acolyte and is also 
a junior at University High School.  She’s active in 
several school clubs, is on the soccer team and ad-
mits that Spanish is her most challenging 
class.  She is also a source for Thin Mints and 
other Girl Scout cookies. 

Matt Whitwer, from Hurricane, West Vir-
ginia, is a senior 
at WVU study-
ing chemical en-
gineering.  His 
senior project 
involves 
pumped hydro 
energy storage, 
a topic he finds 
especially chal-
lenging.  In his 
spare time he 
enjoys drawing 
and painting, 
particularly with 
watercol-
ors.  His interpretations are avant garde 
with people as his subjects.  
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Easter 

MOST glorious Lord of Lyfe! that, on this day,  
Didst make Thy triumph over death and sin;  
And, having harrowd hell, didst bring away  
Captivity thence captive, us to win:  
This joyous day, deare Lord, with joy begin;  
And grant that we, for whom thou diddest dye,  
Being with Thy deare blood clene washt from sin,  
May live for ever in felicity!  
 
And that Thy love we weighing worthily,  
May likewise love Thee for the same againe;  
And for Thy sake, that all lyke deare didst buy,  
With love may one another entertayne!  
   So let us love, deare Love, lyke as we ought,  
   —Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. 

 

Edmund Spenser  c.1552-1599 
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