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   By the time you read this newsletter article, you will probably already know that it is the last one I 
will write as the Pastor of Saint Paul Lutheran Church.  After much deliberation and prayer, I have 
accepted the Call to serve Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, as 
Associate Pastor, and so I will be completing my tenure in Morgantown in February.  As such, this 
“final article” is a chance for me to give you my best wisdom and encouragement, with no-holds-
barred.  I hope you will find this article to be encouraging in the days to come, for I hope and pray 
for nothing but the best for Saint Paul Lutheran Church and trust that God will indeed provide the 
Pastor this community needs.  So, here we go. 
 
First, and most importantly, I beg you to PRAY.  I beg of you to pray, not just daily, but without 

ceasing for God’s good and gracious will to be done here at Saint Paul and in Morgantown.  Of 
course, God’s good and gracious will is done without our even asking for it, but I beg of you to 
avail yourself of prayer, and thereby strengthen your Faith.  Begin every task, every meeting 
with Prayer.  Before every vote, every decision, Pray.  God desires nothing but good for this 
congregation and for you; do not hesitate or be afraid to ask for God’s assistance and provi-
dence! 

Second, I beg of you, SET YOURSELF ASIDE.  The Church is not about “You.”  The Church is not 
about “Your Group.”  The Church is about one thing—and one thing only—Christ Jesus.  Resist 
the temptation to turn the upcoming Call process into about seeking the Pastor “You like.”  
Seek the Pastor that will lead Saint Paul Lutheran Church to the next step of seeking Christ Je-
sus.  Resist the temptation to turn the upcoming Call process into seeking a Pastor who will do 
“what you want.”  Seek instead the Pastor who will lead Saint Paul Lutheran Church into 
deeper faithfulness and discipleship of Christ Jesus. 

Third, I beg of you, BE A FORGIVING PEOPLE.  Set aside the past wherever possible.  Forgive 
old debts.  Seek healing across lines of division.  From the “You,” seek the “We,” not only with 
those who “think like you” but more importantly with those who do not.  And be gentle with each 
other.  The Eighth Commandment compels us to “…rise to [our neighbor’s] defense, speak well 
of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible light.”  We may not agree 
with what or how something was done, but we do need to look with charity upon each other.   

 
   So there it is, the “best possible wisdom” I can offer you going forward.  If this is a rebuke, then I 
hope it’s a gentle one.  Please know that I will continue to pray for the People of God at Saint Paul 
Lutheran Church and for this congregation to thrive in the days and years to come! 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you.    
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you Peace. 
 
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, 
January 16

th
.   

Some highlights of the meeting: 

 

Treasurer’s Report - Offering for December exceeded 
expenses by $10,645.  Your generosity in November and December allowed us to finish in the 
black for 2019.  Note, documentation shows that the net income for 2019 was $10,246.  This in-
cludes $4108 that was transferred from savings to the general fund.  Also, a donation for $5000 
received in late 2018 did not get credited until early January 2019.  This means that the net in-
come is closer to $1,138 at the end of 2019.  I want to extend a huge thank you to everyone for 
reflecting on their personal giving.  Please continue to give as generously as possible - we have a 
lot of work to do and we can’t do it without your support. 
 
The survey results have been compiled, and a summary will be provided at the Congregation 
Meeting.   
 
The annual congregational meeting will be moved to February 2

nd
 because Pastor Jerry may not 

be in town.  As many of you know, his mother died on January 16
th
.  He was not certain of his 

plans, so Council decided to move the meeting, in case he has to travel to Florida. Please bring 
finger foods to share.  
 
The synod office will be moving to the youth room in the lower level of St. Paul.  This will be finan-
cially beneficial for the Synod and for St. Paul.  
 
The Stewardship committee has been talking with people who have been attending St. Paul who 
have not become official members.  If this describes you and we haven’t spoken with you yet, 
please see me so that we can determine your wishes.   
 
The Stewardship Committee has also developed updated job descriptions for all positions except 
for the Pastor.  In addition, an employment agreement template has been developed.  All of these 
items were approved with a few revisions.  This was the first step in developing a policy and pro-
cedure manual for the church. 
 
It is that time of the year when we are looking for nominees for church council. Please start pray-
ing about how you can support this process. If you are asked, please take the time to pray about 
it before saying no.  If you are not asked but are interested in being considered as a nominee or 
know someone who would like to serve, please speak with any council member.   

Pastor Kliner would like to thank everyone at Saint Paul for keep-

ing his family in their prayers the past several months, and the 

many expressions of condolence and sympathy at the death of his 

mother.  The memorial service for Mrs. Kliner will be in Cape 

Coral, Florida, on February 22.     
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February 26 

Mass, with Imposition of Ashes, 7:00 
PM 

 

 

Ash Wednesday services will also be available at the Lutheran Campus Chapel. 

8 AM, 11 AM, and 4 PM services with Holy Communion (approx. 30 min long) 

11:30-1:00 Walk-In for Confession, Prayer, & Imposition of Ashes 

 

Tuesday, February 25th 

6:00 PM 

In the Fellowship Hall 

 

All are invited to attend and enjoy pancakes and sausage 

prepared by the men of St. Paul, with a little New Orleans 

jazz in the background.   No cost, but a free will offering to 

benefit the food basket ministry will be collected. 
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From the Piece Makers 

 February is a month associated with love.  The greatest love is from 

God who through love brings to all forgiveness and the promise of 

eternal life.  Lutheran World Relief provides a way to share the love of 

Christ with others throughout the world.  If you ever wonder what you 

might do to help people who need help in other nations, you can join 

the Piece Makers on Fridays as we work to make quilts.  If you cannot 

come on Fridays, you are welcome to take home a quilt to tie or 

squares to sew into tops.  One of our great friends Is Jo Anne Failinger who works from her 

home.  Just before Christmas she sent us 42 tops and again in January we received another 

shipment of tops! Thank you so much for your help. 

Recently we have completed several very pretty quilts.  Keep watching for new quilts to be dis-

played.  We have a great need for more workers to assist us in completing quilts.  We can also 

use someone who likes to press the backs and tops which makes it much easier to complete the 

additional steps in quilt making.  We thank those who purchased items during our Advent 

sale.  Thank you also to several people who at that time donated money to us just to help our 

work.  We were pleased to be able to contribute money from the sales to the General Fund.  We 

have also received several donations of materials that can be used to create items for next 

year’s sale.   
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Janet DeVault, whose family joined St. Paul 
when she was five years old, is a retired of-
fice assistant for a dental practice.  She and 
her husband Tom are the parents of two 
sons and enjoy a flock of well-loved grand-
children.  Janet majored in Early Childhood 
Development, but was a stay-at-home 
mother until her children were in high 
school.  She has written local news columns 
for newspapers in Mt. Morris, PA, and Mor-
gantown.  Janet creates seasonal decor for 
their home and is a regular baker for recep-
tions at St. Paul. 

Al Stiller, Professor Emeritus, Chemical Engineer-
ing.   Al enjoys his cabin in the Poconos, keeps bees, is 
a connoisseur of fine bourbons, and enjoys pickled her-
ring and crusty rye bread.   He holds several patents 
and has been designated as a State Inventor by the 
governor.  Al has been a member of the St. Paul choir 
for decades.  

Benjamin Martin, an 

acolyte, is a seventh 

grader at South Mid-

dle School where 

math is his favorite 

subject.  A favorite 

activity is attack la-

crosse. He also en-

joys acting and has 

the role of Macbeth in 

a play at school. 

Get to know some of the 
people of Saint Paul! 
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2020 Children’s Sunday School classes will be held twice a month  

 February 2 and 16  March 8 and 22 

April 5 and 19  May 3 and 17 

 

   The adult Sunday School class will meet on Sun-
day, February 2

nd
 at 9 am in the library.  We will con-

tinue discussing the Spiritual Disciplines.  Each ses-
sion will be based upon a chapter in the 
book Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life by 
Donald S. Whitney.  We covered Chapter 1 The Spiritual Disciplines on January 5

th
.  I will 

strive to make the discussion relevant to anyone who comes, whether they have read the 
chapter or not.  You can drop in for one or all sessions.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

We will meet every other Sunday for now to see if this schedule works out.   

February 2, 2020 - Chapter 2 - Bible intake (part 1)  

February 16, 2020 - Chapter 3 - Bible intake (part 2) 

March 1, 2020 - Chapter 4 - Prayer 

March 15, 2020 - Chapter 5 - Worship 

March 29, 2020 - Chapter 6 - Evangelism 

 

 
That takes us to Palm Sunday and Easter (the 
first 2 weeks of April).  We'll have to figure that 
out as we get closer. Please let me know If you 
need help finding a copy of the book or if you 
would like me to purchase one for you.  Lisa Mo-
herman ljmoherman@aol.com. (304) 282-3676 

Christian Education 

Adult Class 

Confirmation Class 

February 9th and 23rd  

March 8
th
, 22

nd
, and 29

th  
at 6:30 PM 

mailto:ljmoherman@aol.com
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The 2020 Soup & Bread Luncheon, the primary fundraiser of Empty Bowls Monongalia, will 

be held on Saturday, February 29
th
, 2020, at Mylan Park.  Empty Bowls provides support for 

organizations that combat hunger and promotes awareness about local hunger issues.  

At the luncheon, soup is served in handmade bowls.  Guests may keep their bowl as a re-

minder of the meal’s purpose.  

Contact Tamara Riegel to purchase a ticket: in person, email at of-
fice@stpaulmorgantown.org, or phone 304-599-0620.  Please make out checks to Empty 
Bowls Monongalia. Luncheon tickets are $20; children ten and under eat free, but do not re-
ceive a bowl.  The last Sunday to purchase a ticket is February 16

th
. 

   

BOOKS free to a good home 

We’ve been doing some cleaning out of cupboards, and we have several boxes of books 

which need to find a home.  Many are old Sunday School texts!  

Take one home for old times’ sake! 

The books will be set out in the fellowship hall through Sunday, 

February 16
th
.  After that date, they will be taken to the dumpster. 

We’d like to recycle them, but hardcover books are difficult to recy-

cle, and the library/Goodwill will not want old Sunday School 

books.  If you know of a way to recycle these books, please let me 

(Tamara Riegel) know.  

mailto:office@stpaulmorgantown.org
mailto:office@stpaulmorgantown.org
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Date Set up Clean up 

February 2 Tamara Riegel Tamara Riegel 

February 9 MaryLee Cushing Mary Haas 

February 16 Jeanne Lemasters Jeanne Lemasters 

February 23 Tamara Riegel Tiffany Gillen 

   Our building is getting a little more crowded and busy!  Beginning in February, the lower 

level of Saint Paul will house the Synod Office for the West Virginia—Western Maryland 

Synod!  The Synod Office will be located in the (former) “Junior High Youth Room” across 

the hallway from the Nursery.  The Synod will primarily use the lower doors to the parking lot 

and will be locking their space when it is not being used. 

 

   The West Virginia—Western Maryland Synod is one of the sixty-

five Synods that make up the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America.  The Rev. Matthew Riegel, STM, is the Bishop of the 

Synod and Barbara Higgins is the Office Administrator.  Please 

greet and welcome both the Bishop and Barbara if you see them 

in the building!   

 

  We do kindly ask that you respect the Synod Office in your com-

ings-and-goings around the Church building, and do your best to assist them in their work 

however you can.  That of course means knocking before entering the Synod Office space, 

respecting the doors to the office when they are locked, and being otherwise helpful wher-

ever possible.  It is an honor to have the Synod Office so close at hand. 

Thank you for the generous donation of 

SOCKS!! 227 pairs!  There was such     

generosity that Circle of Friends will give 

out socks again at the February meal 
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Reminder: Deadline for March newsletter is February 19th!!! 

Serving in      
February 

SERVING ST 

PAUL 

February 

2020 

 

LAY          

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

2
nd

 

10:00 AM 

Presenta-

tion of Our 

Lord 

 

J.           

Lemasters 

 

E. Melby 

 

B. Martin 

S. Gabbert 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

Metzger 

 

B. Graham 

M. Boroff 

9
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

J.           

Lemasters 

 

C. Metzger 

S. Sandolfini 

 

K. Powell 

A. Metzger 

 

Hagen 

 

D. Stiles 

J. Sandolfini 

16
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

A. Metzger 

 

H. & C. Gillen 

 

L. Springer 

B. Graham 

 

Gillen 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

A. Metzger 

23
rd 

10:00 AM 

Transfigura-

tion of Our 

Lord 

 

M. Haas 

 

R. 

Sampson 

R. Sampson 

S. Hagen 

S. & V.     

Sandolfini 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Naumann 

 

K. Powell 

M. Suder 
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Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Gianna Torres     Recovery from surgery 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway     Cancer 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater     Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes     Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad     Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Kay Vandenbosche     Illness 
Sue Woodruff     Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood     Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Summer Toffle and family     House fire 
Eric McEwuen     Preparing for heart surgery 
Sue Lynch      Recovery from surgery 
Sandra Moherman     Falls 
Sophia Torres     Illness 
 
Clara Hunt      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Louise Taylor Moore    Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Kirk Bernard Nolte     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Margaret Kliner     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
Becca Camp   
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
 



February 2020  Page 11 

 

Calendar 



The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Tues-Thurs 9 am—1 pm

         Saturday 10 am—noon 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Steve Gabbert 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 

Secretary:  Julie Sandolfini 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 

Council Members 

Mary Boroff     Margie Suder    Ethan Stiles 

Lisa Moherman    Steve Gabbert    Larry Springer 

Julie Sandolfini          Aaron Metzger 


