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   In the lobby of the “Hope Hospice House,” into 
which my mother was moved, stood a simple sign: 
“Chapel → Labyrinth →”  My father knew the first 
term (he had actually attended the funeral for my aunt 
in that very chapel just weeks before) but he did not 
know what the second, “Labyrinth,” meant.   
 
   In our modern parlance, we sometimes use 
“Labyrinth” as a synonym for “Maze.”  A maze is a 

puzzle; there is one way in, one way out, and usually 
only one route from the entrance to the exit.  But a maze has endless possibilities for “wrong 
turns,” “dead-ends,” and missteps.  Like I said, a maze is a puzzle; something to be solved 
through cunning, instinct, and sometimes just dumb luck.  A Labyrinth, on the other hand, is NOT 
a puzzle, it is a journey.  There is only one entrance, and there is only one goal, but there is only 
one path to walk.  Unlike a maze, in a labyrinth, there is no possibility of misstep or “wrong turn,” 
there is only the next step to be taken in the journey that will lead to the goal.   
 
   Labyrinths are ancient symbols that became a Christian devotion.  The great Cathedrals of 
Europe sometimes had a labyrinth laid into the floor of the nave (there were not pews in the origi-
nal cathedrals), that invited the faithful to “walk and pray.”  Some labyrinths were simple, others 
were quite complex, but all of the Christian labyrinths were cruciform and had a cross at the cen-
ter.  But none of the labyrinths had a “straight” path; the path wove around, sometimes doubling-
back in direction, but always taking the person deeper into its embrace, ultimately to the cross.  
The imagery is relatively straightforward: the Christian Life is neither easy nor direct, but ulti-
mately leads to “the center”—Jesus Christ—who is inevitable because he is Lord of all. 
 
   One can walk a labyrinth alone, as a personal and solitary devo-
tion.  But often we walk a labyrinth with others on the same journey.  
And here is the mystery that I want to focus on for this moment: there 
are often times in the labyrinth when we are walking in close com-
pany with someone else; parallel tracks, sometimes even converging 
paths that can make us think that we are going to “bump into” them.  
But then in at the next bend, our paths seem to diverge and we go 
“our way” and they go “theirs.”  Even this is an illusion, of course, be-
cause in the labyrinth we are walking THE SAME PATH, just at dif-
ferent points.  But the one who was keeping close company with us 
suddenly is headed in different direction than we are. 
 

Adoration of the Magi Hieronymus Bosch ca. 1495 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/Labyrinth_1_%28from_Nordisk_familjebok%29.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/J._Bosch_Adoration_of_the_Magi_Triptych.jpg
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The church office will be closed December 25—January 1. 

Pastor Jerry is always available for 

emergencies via his cell phone:   

304-926-4752. 

This too is a potent image of the Christian Life.  Our times together are limited and not within our 
control.  As we walk the path of the Cross, we are guided into relationships…and often then those 
times end and we part company.  A moral of the labyrinth is that we should honor these times of 
companionship on the journey because the journey can part and end these times at the next turn 
of the path.  We hear in the Bible that the Holy Spirit is like the wind; it comes from where it wants 
and goes where it wants, we can hear and feel it but we are powerless to control it.  The Holy 
Spirit forges the path we walk, creates the labyrinth we are treading.  We did not create the path 
(thankfully), we are merely following the path that the Holy Spirit reveals to us, twisting and wind-
ing around the Cross of Christ, leading us ever deeper into the mystery of the Cross itself. 
 
   We cannot fully know what this path looks like, how long any of us will walk together, or whether 
our individual journeys will diverge or converge until we reach Christ Jesus himself.  It is our task 
to walk the labyrinth faithfully and hopefully with good cheer.  Let us honor the time we have to-
gether and part with small regret.  Let us give thanks for the fellow walkers we have in this laby-
rinth and pray always that we may be granted the Grace to love and forgive others as we walk 
along.  And, when our direction seems to diverge, may we be given Faith to part well with the hope 
and knowledge that we are united in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Pax Christi; 
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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A  forecast of rain, snow, sleet and ice 
could not block the sun at Saint Paul Lu-
theran Church December 15, 2019. Rays of 
light entered the Nave as worshipers as-
sembled in memorial for Mark Robbins, a 
son of Saint Paul Lutheran.  

 

Pastor Kliner offered prayers and hymns, 
Bob Kleeb recorded the service, Kris Kull-
man captured the reception, that followed 
the service, with pictures, Louise Paulson 
attended a guest book of remembrance, 
Larry Springer carried tables, Earl Melby 
and Tom DeVault greeted guests and took 
care of the coffee and spiced tea.  

 

The guest book, pictures and disc of the service will be sent to Alice and Jerry Robbins from all of 
you, their church family in Morgantown.  One guest after another commented on the "beautiful ser-
vice."  The Saint Paul Service coincided with the same date and hour of service for Mark in Vir-
ginia.  

 

Kindness, goodness and a genuine love of our Lord sent the Bereavement Committee into ac-
tion.  In less than a week Kris Kullman, Sara Bishop, Cece Melby, Jan DeVault and Ann Fremouw 
helped first to grocery shop, spent a day preparing food in the church kitchen and stayed after 
church on Sunday to prepare and serve  a lovely reception after the service.  Kathy Powell took 
care of cleaning the kitchen.  

 

The joy of our congregation is the willingness of so many to say "yes."  Nancy Atwell, Susanne 
Lynch, Sylvia McEwuen and Grethe Myles provided delicious cookies as did each member of the 
Bereavement Committee.   

 

On Sunday, Christmas baskets were being prepared in Fellowship Hall, the Library was used by 
the counters, the upstairs youth room held costumes for the children's play, the office was used for 
Santa Lucia, the Sanctuary was used for the service for Mark Robbins and the reception was held 
in the lounge.   

 

Take a good look at what we can accomplish when we all work together. May God be glorified in 
all that we say and all that we do from this time forward because today is a new day and a new 
opportunity.  

 

The Bereavement Committee is pictured above.  

 

Willa Jarvis, Chair  
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Children’s Christmas Program 

December 15
th
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From the Piece Makers 

  

In January the quilters again resolve to renew our service to God by 

joining with Lutheran World Relief to create and deliver quilts to 

those in nations who experience poverty and need or to offer sup-

port to members and friends facing health problems.  We recognize 

that we cannot do this without the continuing help from the members 

of Saint Paul.  Over time our members have gathered on Fridays ex-

cept when schools are cancelled because of harsh weather.  We al-

ways hope to be joined by additional men and women and thank 

those who have supplied us with money, fabrics, and sheets to use 

in continuing our work.  In December we again received a large do-

nation of quilt tops from JoAnne Failinger.  We are always thankful 

that she joins our group with her talents and time even as she lives many miles away.  We 

thank Sherry Fox for delivering the 20 quilts to the warehouse for us this past month.  We are 

lucky to be located where those traveling east can deliver the quilts for us.  We thank Ann Fre-

mouw for her Christmas gift of a contribution to LWR to help pay for shipping quilts over seas. 

During the 2019 Advent the Piecemakers offered opportunities to donate to our efforts through 

purchasing several quilts and other home-made items created with the additional individual ef-

forts of our members.  In appreciation for the help received from the congregation, the parking 

committee, and other friends, the money from these items is being donated to the 2019 general 

budget of St. Paul.  

   Thank you! 

to everyone who helped with 

the Christmas baskets! 

 

We donated 35 Christmas 

meals!   
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2020 Children’s Sunday School classes will be held twice a month  

 January 12 and 19  February 2 and 16 

March 8 and 22  April 5 and 19 

May 3 and 17 

 

   The adult Sunday School class will meet in 
the library on January 5

th
 at 9 AM.  Our 

topic:  "Developing healthy Spiritual habits in 
the New Year".  

Christian Education 

Adult Class 

Confirmation Class 

January 5
th
 — meeting after worship 

For parents and confirmands 

To determine spring meeting dates 
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, 
December 19

th
.   

Some highlights of the meeting: 

Council did not have a quorum of members present to 
conduct business. 

Reports presented: 

Jan. – Nov. income is $400 higher than expenses.    This INCLUDES a $4100 transfer of 
funds from CD savings to the General Fund.   Restricted funds balance (not including the 
Thrivent Mutual Fund) totals $48,038. 

A wiring repair was made on one heating unit in the nursery, and it is working.   The motor 
will be replaced in the second heating unit. 

Chairlift from Narthex to Fellowship Hall levels is not operational and will need to be re-
placed.  The manufacturer of our current chairlift is out of business.   The congregation 
will be asked to discuss replacement options at the Annual meeting. 

Pastor Kliner reported that the first of four confirmation study units (The Ten Command-
ments) has been completed and passed by the current class.  Pr. Kliner conducted a me-
morial service for Mark Robbins, a son of the congregation, and a committal service for a 
non-member. 

Stewardship Committee Chair, Lisa Moherman, reported 108 members of the congregation 
are now determined to be active members, having a roll book number, have communed 
and given a contribution of record in the last 2 calendar years.    There is a list of 20 Asso-
ciate members that will be contacted to clarify their membership status. 

Congregational Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 26, 2020 following wor-
ship.  Due to the non-working chairlift, the meeting will be held in the sanctuary.  The 
snow-date will be February 2, 2020.   The congregation is asked to bring “Potluck” Finger 
Foods to share during the meeting.   

Annual reports from all committees and activities of the congregation are due to the church 

office by January 5, 2020. 

Date Set up Clean up 

January 5 Jeanne Lemasters Tiffany Gillen 

January 12 Tamara Riegel Tamara Riegel 

January 19 Mary Lee Cushing Mary Lee Cushing 

January 26 Jeanne Lemasters Tiffany Gillen 
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Reminder: Deadline for February newsletter is January 22nd!!! 

Serving 
in      

January 

SERVING ST 

PAUL 

January 

2020 

 

LAY          

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

5
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

 

H. & C. Gillen 

 

S. McEwuen 

K. Powell 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Woodruff 

M. Suder 

12
th 

10:00 AM 

Baptism of 

Our Lord 

 

M. Haas 

 

A. Metzger 

 

C. Metzger 

S. Gabbert 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

Ohlinger 

 

K. Powell 

A. Metzger 

19
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Sampson 

 

R. Sampson 

 

S. Sandofini 

S. Hagen 

 

L. Springer 

A. Metzger 

 

Naumann 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Moherman 

26
th 

7:00 PM 

 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

T. Potter 

 

V. Sandolfini 

B. Martin 

 

B. Graham 

D. Custer 

 

Hagen 

 

J. Bouquot 

S. Gabbert 
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Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Recovery from surgery 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Speech therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Bruce Barnes      Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Margaret Kliner     Hospice 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad      Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Kay Vandenbosche     Illness 
Sue Woodruff      Recovery from surgery 
Fred Meyer      Cancer 
Dorothy Hood      Cataracts 
Harvey Ballard      Chemotherapy 
Twyla Auvil       Brain tumor 
David Auvil      Illness 
Summer Toffle and Barrett Goddard and family  House fire 
 
Mark Robbins      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
James Sandolfini     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Sarah”Sally” See     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
Garrett Burrow     Active duty 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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Calendar 



The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Tues-Thurs 9 am—1 pm

         Saturday 10 am—noon 
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President:  Steve Gabbert 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 
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