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V. The Ministry of the Church 
   In order that we may obtain this Faith, the ministry of teach-
ing the Gospel and administering the Sacraments were insti-
tuted.  For through the Word and the Sacraments, as through 
instruments, the Holy Spirit is given, and the Holy Spirit pro-

duces Faith, where and will it pleases God, in those who hear the Gospel.  That is to say, it is not 
on account of our own merits, but on account of Christ, that God justifies those who believe, that 
they are received into favor for Christ’s sake. (Gal. 3:14, “That we might receive the promise of 
the Spirit through Faith.”) 
   Our churches condemn the Anabaptists and others who think that the Holy Spirit comes to men 
without the external Word, through their own preparations and works. 
 

XV. Ecclesiastical Rites 
   Our churches teach that those rites should be observed which can be observed without sin and 
which contribute to peace and good order in the Church.  Such are certain holy days, festivals, 
and the like. 
   Nevertheless, men are admonished not to burden consciences with such things, as if obser-
vances of this kind were necessary for salvation.  They are also admonished that human tradi-
tions which are instituted to propitiate God, merit grace, and make satisfaction for sins are op-
posed to the Gospel and the teaching of the Faith.  Wherefore, vows and traditions about foods 
and days, etc., instituted to merit grace and make satisfaction for 
sins, are useless and contrary to the Gospel. 

--The Augsburg Confession 
 
   No discussion of “this” (the ELCA), or any other, church would be 
complete without looking at the role and function of worship.  Wor-
ship is the “raison d’etre” the Church exists.  Every other good 
work the ELCA or any other Church does—feeding the hungry, 
ministering to the sick, teaching and encouraging people to be 
good citizens and neighbors—can be done, and often done better, 
by other agencies, with or without Faith.  What other agencies can-
not do is worship God.  The centrality and importance of worship 
was understood and underscored by the Augsburg Confession: it 
is through the proclamation of the Gospel and the right administra-
tion of the Sacraments that the Holy Spirit is bestowed.  And 
through the Holy Spirit, Faith is given.  Apart from the Word and the 
Sacraments, there can be no salvation.   
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Sunday, Nov. 10
th

 

Meeting of the 

Congregation 

To review and approve the 2020 Spending Plan 

To be held immediately following worship. 

Historically, Lutherans produced worship books.  Luther especially used the advent of the print-
ing press to disperse writings, and worship materials were no different.  
“Gesangbücher” (German, literally “Song Books”) were collections of hymnody that were propa-
gated in the wake of the German Reformation, and great hymn-writers and composers arose, 
who sought to put the Faith into song.  “The one who sings, prays twice,” Saint Augustine once 
wrote.  Likewise, the famous liturgical axiom “The rule of prayer, is the rule of Faith,” was put 
forth by Prosper of Aquitaine.  The worship of the Church is the proverbial “High Ground” in the 
battles over doctrine and belief, and the Lutherans sought to produce faithful worship through 
faithful hymnody. 
 
   But Lutherans did not typically produce only “hymnals.”  Hymnals, or “Books of Hymns,” pre-
suppose that hymns are “value neutral” and merely components of the liturgy.  Rather, from the 
start, Lutheran “Gesangbücher” were “Books of Worship,” typically containing the whole mass (or 
Liturgy).  Hymnody is interwoven with Liturgy.  Luther reported that he was “loathe” to produce a 
complete liturgy, preferring to “repair” the parts that were in error while retaining the parts that 
were not, but that he had received “so many requests,” that he felt obligated to do so.  The result 
was the “Deutsche Messe” which became widespread (though perhaps not rigorously followed) 
among the “Gesangbücher”.   So it is that “we” have tended to be adamant that we do not merely 
produce “hymnals” (though we will use the term), but “Books of Worship” and the like.  Colloqui-
ally, we tend to refer to these books by the color of their covers: “The (old) red book,” etc… 
 
   My point with this is that the ELCA historically has had, and ought to have, a major focus on 
Worship.  We have a “Division for Worship,” which has historically worked to provide faithful ma-
terials and encourage “best practices” for individual congregations.  Historically, the “Division for 
Worship,” has also been staffed by some of the “giants” of the Church, the “best of the best” as it 
were.  At the most recent Churchwide Assembly, one of the main Memorials was around wor-
ship—the creation of a Commemoration around the Martyrs of Emmanuel AME Church in 
Charleston.  The Memorial stipulated that the Division for Worship work to promulgate materials 
for that Commemoration and that the date be added to future calendars. 
 
   There is great diversity (whether this is a “good” thing or otherwise) in liturgical practice in the 
ELCA.  The Churchwide organization cannot dictate nor compel individual parishes to “do” or 
“sing” any one particular thing.  What the Churchwide organization can do is to continue to pro-
duce faithful and excellent resources for the Proclamation of the Gospel in its purity and the Right 
Administration of the Sacraments.  Worship is the central reality of the ELCA and every other 
Church body…let us attend accordingly!   
 
Pax Christi; 
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, 
October 17

th
.   

Some highlights of the meeting: 

      
 

TEASURERS REPORT - Expenses have exceeded offering by $10,074 year to date.   

 

Confirmation class has met three times and continues to work through the curriculum.  Debby 

Borrelli is assisting Pastor Kliner. Families are participating in Compline at the end of each ses-

sion.       

 

Property:  The air conditioning was changed over to heat this past week.  A few issues were 
identified and will be addressed.  The entry keypad has been replaced.  Anyone needing the 
code should speak with Tamara Riegel in the office. 
 

Proposed 2020 Spending Plan will be made available 2 weeks prior to the November 10, 2019 

Congregational Meeting that will be held after worship.  Please plan to attend this important 

meeting.   

Reminder: Deadline for December newsletter is November 18th!!! 
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How to help:  

Donate food: 

Here are the items we need for each basket: 

Item:    Amount: 
Instant potatoes  1 box 
Dressing   2 boxes or 1 large bag 
Dinner Rolls  1 dozen 
Noodles   1 large bag 
Green beans  2 cans  
Carrots   2 cans  
Corn    2 cans 
Applesauce  1 small jar 
Gravy   1 or 2 small jars 
Cranberry Sauce  1 small can 
Peanut butter  1 small jar 
Jelly    1 small jar 
Rice side dish  1 bag or box 
Soup starter  1 bag 
Mac and cheese  2 boxes 
Dessert (cake mix and frosting, or cookie mix) 
Kroger or Giant $15 gift card 

Donate time:  The baskets will be assembled on Sunday, November 24
th

 and de-

livered on Monday. We would love a donation of your time to help with assembly or 

delivery.  

Donate money: If you would like to donate money, please note “Food Baskets” on 

your check or offering envelope and place it in the offering basket.   

Questions?  Contact the church office (office@stpaulmorgantown.org, or 304-599-

0620) or Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com)  

This year we will be collecting donations again for 

Thanksgiving baskets.  Our goal is to provide meals 

for 35 or more families through the Rock Forge 

Food Pantry.  Rock Forge appreciates your contin-

ued support of this outreach to families in our com-

munity.  Your help will make a family’s holiday sea-

son much brighter!!! After Thanksgiving, we will 

continue to collect food during December to fill 

baskets for Christmas and stock the general pantry.  

mailto:office@stpaulmorgantown.org
tel:304-599-0620
tel:304-599-0620
mailto:dave.stiles@gmail.com
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From the Piece Makers 

The Piecemakers will be meeting all Fridays in November 
from 10-2.  We are thankful for the opportunity to help oth-
ers, and we thank Boyd Holton and Julia Brecht for dona-
tions of sheets this past month.  We extend our sympathy 
to Renate and her family on the death of David McDon-

ald.  Please consider joining us at quilting as we have a number of quilts that 
need to tied.  We hope to have 40 more quilts to send to the warehouse before 
the end of the year. 

2019-2020 Children’s Sunday School classes:   

 November 10, December 1, and January 12 

Confirmation – Fall 2019 Class Schedule 

  
Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 pm 

 (Parents return to sanctuary at 7:15 pm) 

  

               

 The TEN COMMANDMENTS 

 Nov. 5  Protection     Nov. 12 Fidelity 

 Nov. 19 Responsibility    Dec. 3  Integrity 

 Dec. 10 Contentment     Dec. 17 Consequences 

  On October 6th we met and discussed what it means to be thankful peo-
ple.  We’ll stick with the offertory prayers theme 
for the November discussion.  The focus will be 
“What it means to receive from God”.   We will 
meet November 3

rd
 in the library. 

Christian Education 

Adult Class 
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Date Set up Clean up 

November 3 Tamara Riegel Tiffany Gillen 

November 10 MaryLee Cushing MaryLee Cushing 

November 17 Jeanne Lemasters Jeanne Lemasters 

November 24 Tamara Riegel Mary Haas 

Dear St. Paul Congregation, 

The Church Council at St. Paul Lutheran is inviting everyone who 
attends St. Paul Lutheran Church to complete a survey about the 
church and its activities.  We greatly value everyone's opinions.  We 
want to make sure to collect the full range of views and opinions held 
by attendees of St. Paul, so it is important that we collect as many 
responses as we are able.  Your views will help us immensely as we 
work together to build a strong future for our church. 

 

There are several ways you can access the survey.   

 1. Visit this web page:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPLC_survey2019 

 2. Scan in this QR code using your mobile device:   

--  

 
 

 3. Council members will be available after worship services to provide iPads and help with  
 completing the survey. 

 4.  Complete paper and pencil versions of the survey, which will also be available after services. 

Thank you and God Bless! 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Council 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPLC_survey2019
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2019 Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Morgantown, WV 

Sunday, October 6, 2019 
  

Back row:  Pastor Jerry Kliner, James Kliner, Vinny Sandolfini, Julie 

Sandolfini, Luke Sandolfini, Aaron Metzger 

Front row: Nancy Goerlich, Mary Haas, Michael Kliner, Naomi San-

dolfini, Sophia Metzger, Shelby Sandolfini, Vicky Metzger, Lindsay 

Metzger    

 

We raised $2030! 
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Serving in      
November 

SERVING 

ST PAUL 

November 

2019 

 

LAY           

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

3
rd

 

7:00 PM 

All Saints 

Sunday 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

S. Gabbert 

S. Hagen 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

A. Peters 

 

S. Woodruff 

M. Suder 

10
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Sampson 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

 

R. Sampson 

B. Martin 

 

D. Custer 

L. Springer 

 

Naumann 

 

D. Stiles 

J. Sandolfini 

17
th 

10:00 AM 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

R. Sampson 

 

H. & C. Gillen 

 

A. Metzger 

S. McEwuen 

 

Ohlinger 

 

J. Bouquot 

L. Springer 

24
th 

10:00 AM 

Christ the 

King  

 

J. Lemasters 

 

G. Grosso 

 

A. Peters 

C. Metzger 

V. & S.          

Sandolfini 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

E. Stiles 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse 

the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in 

every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to 

call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our 

congregation’s worship. 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Special therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Gretchen Brown     In need of prayer 
Bruce Barnes      Illness 
Jerry Butcher      Illness 
Amanda Menihan     Illness 
Teresa Wayne      Job search 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Margaret Kliner     Dementia 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Sue Woodruff      Recovery from surgery 
Helen Goryance     Physical therapy 
Rena Haddad      Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
 
David McDonald     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Weymouth Blaney     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Patricia McGann     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
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The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Tues-Thurs 9 am—1 pm

         Saturday 10 am—noon 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Steve Gabbert 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 

Secretary:  Julie Sandolfini 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 

Council Members 

Mary Boroff     Margie Suder    Ethan Stiles 

Lisa Moherman    Steve Gabbert    Larry Springer 

Julie Sandolfini          Aaron Metzger 


