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IV. Justification 
   Our churches also teach that men [humans] cannot be 
justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works, 
but are freely justified for Christ’s sake through faith when 
they believe that they are received into favor and their sins 
are forgiven on account of Christ, who by his death made 
satisfaction for our sins.  This Faith God imputes for right-
eousness in his sight. 

 
V. The Ministry of the Church 

   In order that we may obtain this Faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the 
Sacraments were instituted.  For through the Word and the Sacraments, as through instruments, 
the Holy Spirit is given, and the Holy Spirit produces Faith, where and when it pleases God, in 
those who hear the Gospel.  That is to say, it is not on account of our own merits, but on account 
of Christ, that God justifies those who believe, that they are received into favor for Christ’s sake. 
(Gal. 3:14, “That we might receive the promise of the Spirit through Faith.”) 
   Our churches condemn the Anabaptists and others who think that the Holy Spirit comes to men 
without the external Word, through their own preparations and works. 

--The Augsburg Confession 
 
   Over the past year, I have sought to write and reflect upon where the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) has come from and to show where “we” are (and why “we” are, in some 
cases).   In this final chapter, I would like try and detail some challenges facing the ELCA in the 
days yet to come. 
 

Declining Numbers 
   Since its formation in 1986, the ELCA has had steadily declining numbers in terms of 
“membership” and congregations.  There have been periods of shallower and periods of steeper 
decline, but in every year since 1986, the ELCA has reported and experienced decline.  Some of 
this is actually to be expected: when the ELCA was formed, it featured the coming together of 
three complete Church “structures.”  So, for example, the “Lutheran Center” in Chicago (the ELCA 
“Headquarters” building), once featured seven full floors of busy offices, a store, and a full daycare 
center.  If you were to go there today, you would find most of the 11 floors occupied by other ten-
ants and the majority of the “Church Offices” on the top three floors.  This “shrinkage” was, in no 
small part, accomplished as redundancies were eliminated through attrition (retirement) and tech-
nology.  Likewise, many towns had multiple Lutheran congregations that had once belonged to the 
ALC, LCA, and AELC, that suddenly were all “ELCA.”  It is to be expected that, over time, some of 
these parishes would close, yoke, or consolidate.   
   Other factors also affect the ELCA; factors well beyond our control or ability to influence.  For  
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example, the ELCA’s “PCBs” (Predecessor Church Bodies) were predominately “rural,” and so, 
when the ELCA came into being, so was the ELCA.  But over 40 years, we have seen a massive 
shift of population from the rural areas, meaning that Lutheran congregations have experienced a 
massive drain from their traditional areas.  Our culture has also experienced at least two genera-
tions of exodus away from organized religion.  Declining birth rates mean that we are simply not 
seeing “replenishment” of numbers that we once saw.  And there are more societal and cultural 
factors that paint a radically different picture than when the ELCA was formed. 
   That being said, the “current” ELCA will need to do things differently than the “ELCA of yester-
day.”  A large corporate structure (Church HQ, Regions, Synods, etc…) may not be a viable struc-
ture going forward.  The Church will always abide, even if in smaller fashion.  And remember, there 
was a time before the “ELCA,” and there will be something that follows it as well. 

 
The Need for Exclusivity vs. Generalization 

   Recently, Saint Lydia’s Lutheran Church in New York City, which had become noteworthy by pio-
neering the concept of the “Dinner Church,” called Pr. Elsa Marty (the grand-daughter of the es-
teemed Dr. Martin Marty) to be their Pastor.  Scarcely a year later, Pr. Marty left the congregation 
noting, in part, that she wanted to tell people that “God loves you…” but that invoking God—even 
in this way—was “hurtful” and made people “feel unsafe.”  This anecdote illustrates a key chal-
lenge facing the ELCA: the need to be “exclusive,” that is to say to be able to speak about [the 
Christian] God, in a culture that stresses generic and general labels.  As Lutherans, we speak in 
very specific and exclusive ways.  “Law and Gospel,” “Sacraments,” “Festivals, Commemorations, 
and Fasts”…these are all extremely well defined terms within the Lutheran tradition.  But over and 
over again, we see ourselves coming into conflict with a culture that eschews “objective definition” 
with a preference for generic and relative definitions. 
   A large part of the challenge going forward will be how the ELCA can continue to draw off its rich 
history of Confessions and Theology and yet speak to a culture that evermore seeks to “relativize” 
the idea of truth.  Can we, as a Church, say with boldness “God loves you” in a way that conveys 
Truth? 
 

Cultural Re-Definition 
   In 2009, the ELCA made the decision to allow for same-sex/same-gender marriage.  The ques-
tions facing the ELCA as the cultural definitions of marriage and family continue to shift are no less 
daunting.  What about “single marriage” (where a person decides to “marry themselves”)?  What 
about “plural marriage” (where some configuration of more than two people decide to enter the es-
tate of marriage)?  What about those who decide to live together but “never” [formally] marry?  
These are issues that go far beyond the purely sexual ethic; they go to our very anthropology (our 
understanding of what “humans” are) and our definitions of “community.”  The ELCA will need to 
be able to speak about justice and equity in the face of shifting demands and definitions.   
   Fortunately, the ELCA has a history of social engagement through her “Social Statements.”  But 
the ELCA will need to also be able to provide a critical voice in the face of socio-cultural changes.  
But will we have the fortitude to challenge the culture as it continues to redefine the basic words 
we use to understand ourselves?     
 
   The Church in every age and place has faced challenges.  The idea that the ELCA faces chal-
lenges going forward is not unique.  And doubtless, the ELCA faces challenges that cannot be 
foreseen.  May our Lord Jesus Christ give us wisdom and courage in the days and years to come! 
 
Pax Christi; 
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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Sunday, Dec. 8
th

 

Meeting of the 

Congregation 

To review and approve the 2020 Spending Plan 

To be held immediately following worship. 

 

The office will be closed for the holidays 

December 24-January 1. 

Advent Vespers, Wednesdays, 7 pm 
Wednesday, December 4th —    

   Jeanne Lemasters assisting 

Wednesday, December 11th —  

   Steve Woodruff assisting 

Wednesday, December 18th —  

   Mary Haas assisting 

Choir practice following the service 

Printed devotional resources for Advent are available at 

the church 

 

Christmas Eve 
COMMUNION SERVICE  7:00 PM  
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The new FLOWER CHART for 2020 is posted. 

Please  choose a Sunday when you would like to 

place flowers on the altar.  We will order the flow-

ers for you, and you will be sent a bill from the flo-

rist.  Please let the office know if you would like a 

particular type or color of flower. This is a wonder-

ful way to remember someone  special, celebrate 

a special occasion, or just give to the Glory of 

God.  If  you have any questions, please call the 

church office.  

“HANGING OF THE GREENS” 

December 8
th
 — Following the meeting of 

the congregation 

Come and join the fun and fellowship as we decorate 

the sanctuary for Christmas.  Soup will be served. 

 

Poinsettias can be ordered by calling the church of-

fice at 304-599-0620 or by emailing            

office@stpaulmorgantown.org. Cost is $12.50 each.  

You may place payment in the offering plate.  Please 

mark your check or your envelope “Poinsettias”, and note the dedication.  

Please order by December 8
th

.  
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How to help:  

Donate food: 

Here are the items we need for 35 baskets: 

Item:    Amount: 
Instant potatoes  35 boxes or 70 packets 
Dressing   35 boxes 
Dinner Rolls  35 dozen 
Noodles   35 large bags 
Carrots   70 cans 
Applesauce  35 small jars 
Gravy   35 small jars 
Peanut butter  35 small jars 
Jelly    35 small jars 
Rice side dish  70 bags or boxes 
Soup starter  35 bags 
Mac and cheese  70 boxes 
Candy canes  35 boxes 
Hot cocoa mix  35 boxes  
Reusable Kroger bags 35 
Dessert (cake mix and frosting, or cookie mix)   35 
Kroger, Giant, or Aldi $15 gift card    35 
 

Donate time:  The baskets will be assembled on Sunday, December 16
th

 and de-

livered on Monday. We would love a donation of your time to help with assembly or 

delivery.  

Donate money: If you would like to donate money, please note “Food Baskets” on 

your check or offering envelope and place it in the offering basket.   

Questions?  Contact the church office (office@stpaulmorgantown.org, or 304-599-

0620) or Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com)  

 

We donated 35 Thanksgiving meals — thank you!  

Let’s do it again with 35 Christmas meals for the 

Rock Forge Food Pantry.  Rock Forge appreciates 

your continued support of this outreach to families in 

our community.  Your help will make a family’s holi-

day season much brighter!!!   

mailto:office@stpaulmorgantown.org
tel:304-599-0620
tel:304-599-0620
mailto:dave.stiles@gmail.com
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2020 Children’s Sunday School classes will be held twice a month  

 January 12 and 19  February 2 and 16 

March 8 and 22  April 5 and 19 

May 3 and 17 

 

   We will meet December 1
st
 in the library. 

Christmas is a time synonymous with giving gifts.  As Chris-

tians we are called to give to others.  Join us on Sunday 12/1 

at 9am in the library as we discuss the gifts we can give to 

others - for free!   

Christian Education 

Adult Class 

PUPPIES!! 

Just kidding!  Now that I have your attention, what should Steward-
ship do? 

 

In the last couple of weeks there has been a lot of conversation 
about the financial situation of our congregation.  Some of you have 
expressed that you didn’t realize the seriousness of the situation.  
That tells me that we need new ideas and a different approach to 
stewardship.  I have also heard some passionate ideas on what 
stewardship should do.   

 

We need these ideas.  We need you AND your willingness to ac-
tively work with the committee to develop a more effective steward-
ship program.  If you are passionate about your idea and are willing 
to help us, please let me know by 11/27/19 so that we can accom-
modate your schedule when we set the next meeting.  We will need 
to meet soon and at least monthly for a while.   

 

To everyone else, please pray for us as we work on a new direc-
tion, and pray for God’s guidance in what you and your family can 
do to increase your giving.  If the amount you hear God tell you to 
give sounds outlandish - trust that God knows better than any of us 
and he will provide a way to make it happen.  Thank you for your prayerful considera-
tion.  Lisa Moherman 304-282-3676, ljmoherman@aol.com 

mailto:ljmoherman@aol.com
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From the Piece Makers 

Many people commented positively on the quilt that Bishop 
Riegel blessed November 10

th
.  The quilt blessed on Novem-

ber 10
th
 was a particularly pretty one.  All of the quilts are 

warm and are used in various ways. Occasionally, people 
ask us if they might acquire one of the quilts. This is possible, 
but selling quilts is not our primary goal.  We do use the 
money to purchase the batting and pay the shipping costs. 
Lutheran World Relief also has costs to ship the quilts and 
distribute them throughout the world.  In the past we have 
given money to LWR to help with these costs.  Should you 
ever have an interest in purchasing one of the quilts please 
talk to one of the quilters, specifically Mary, Linda, or Di-
anne.   

  

Last year we received a gift of many holiday prints which we 
used and sold. This year we did not receive such a dona-
tion.  However, we have a few items. Renate and Linda con-

structed a lovely Christmas Tree wall hanging with a hanging pocket.  It is currently on display 
in the Narthex and will be on sale starting in Advent.  We also have a number of the ever popu-
lar potholder/cozies and pillows. In examining our storage area we discovered several special 
quilts that we can sell should anyone be interested.  

  

We thank Sherry Fox for delivering 20 quilts to the warehouse for distribution throughout the 
world. 

Date Set up Clean up 

December 1 Jeanne Jeanne 

December 8 MaryLee Mary 

December 15 Tamara Tiffany 

December 22 Jeanne Jeanne? 

December 24  Jeanne Mary 

December 29 Jeanne Jeanne 
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, 
November 21

st
.   

Some highlights of the meeting: 

 

 

 Heater blower motors in nursery room need to be replaced 

 Council gave the treasurer authorization to move $4,108 from our CD into the current fund to 
give us a $0 balance 

 Congregational meeting  on the spending plan is set for December 8 following worship 

 

Reminder: Deadline for January newsletter is December 23rd!!! 

Saint Lucia 

  At St. Paul, we have established a discretionary 

fund named the Santa Lucia fund that is used to 

provide assistance to those in need.  A special 

collection will be taken during the December 15
th
 

worship service.   

Please join us after worship on December 

15th for the children’s Christmas program 
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Serving in      
December 

SERVING ST 

PAUL 

December 

2019 

 

LAY          

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

1
st

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

M. & J. Kliner 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

Naumann 

 

B. Graham 

J. Sandolfini 

8
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

T. Potter 

 

H. & C. Gillen 

 

L. Springer 

A. Metzger 

 

Gillen 

 

K. Powell 

S. Gabbert 

15
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Sampson 

 

M. Kirkpatrick 

 

C. Metzger 

B. Martin 

 

K. Powell 

P. Smith 

 

Metzger 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Moherman 

22
nd 

10:00 AM 

 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

E. Melby 

 

S. Hagen 

R. Sampson 

 

D. Custer 

B. Graham 

 

Ohlinger 

 

J. Bouquot 

M. Boroff 

24
th 

7:00 PM 

Christmas 

Eve 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

E. Melby 

 

S. Hagen 

S. Gabbert 

V. & S.          

Sandolfini 

 

C. & E. Melby 

  

—- 

 

B. Graham 

S. Gabbert 

J. Sandolfini 

29
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Hagen 

 

D. Stiles 

L. Springer 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse 

the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in 

every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to 

call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our 

congregation’s worship. 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
Sherry Fox      Special therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Gretchen Brown     In need of prayer 
Bruce Barnes      Illness 
Jerry Butcher      Illness 
Amanda Menihan     MS 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Margaret Kliner     Hospice 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Rena Haddad      Stroke 
Debbie Parson     Cancer 
Renate Bibeau     Fall/hospitalization 
Georgene Podewell     Surgery 
Kiara Brecht      Lupus 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Kay Vandenbosche     Illness 
Sue Woodruff      Recovery from surgery 
Mark Robbins and family    Mark is missing 
 
Marilyn Kirkpatrick     Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
Trevor Davison     Deployed to Afghanistan 
Justin Izzo      Deployed to Afghanistan 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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December 

Calendar 
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