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V.  The Mission of the Church 
   In order that we may obtain this Faith, the ministry of 
teaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments 
was instituted.  For through the Word and the Sacraments, 
as through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given, and the 
Holy Spirit produces Faith, where and when it pleases 

God, in those who hear the Gospel.  That is to say, it is not on account of our own merits but on 
account of Christ that God justifies those who believe that they are received into favor for Christ’s 
sake.  [As the Apostle Paul says in Galatians 3:14] “That we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through Faith.” 
   Our Churches condemn the Anabaptists and others who think that the Holy Spirit comes to men 
without the external Word, through their own preparations and works. 
 

VI.  The New Obedience 
      Our churches also teach that this Faith is bound to bring forth good fruits and that it is neces-
sary to do the good works commanded by God.  We must do so because it is God’s Will and not 
because we rely on works to merit justification before God for forgiveness of sins and justification, 
which are apprehended by Faith, as Christ himself testifies, “We are unprofitable servants…” (Luke 
17:10)  The same is also taught by the Fathers of the ancient Church, for Saint Ambrose says, “It 
is ordained of God that whoever believes in Christ shall be saved, not through works but through 
Faith alone, and he shall receive forgiveness of sins by grace.” 
 

VII. The Church 
   Our churches also teach that one holy Church is to continue forever.  The Church is the assem-
bly of Saints in which the Gospel is taught purely and the Sacraments are administered rightly.  For 
the true Unity of the Church, it is enough to agree concerning the teaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of the Sacraments.  It is not necessary that human traditions or rites and ceremo-
nies, instituted by men, should be alike, everywhere.  It is as Paul says, “One faith, one Baptism, 
one God and Father of all…” 

--The Augsburg Confession 
 
   When the first Lutherans immigrated to (what is now) America, they faced an interesting di-
lemma: where would they go for “new” Pastors to serve these new, frontier communities?  In the 
case of Anglican (now called Episcopalian) Churches, trained clergy could be “sent over” by the 
English government.  Likewise, other ecclesial communities could appeal to either their colonial 
governors or wealthy nation-states to “send” clergy to tend to the colonial outposts.  But Germany 
would not exist for a couple of centuries yet, and the German territories were often too consumed 
with internal affairs to afford to “send” Pastors over to all but the largest and wealthiest Parishes   
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that could help with their travel.    Clearly, the answer for the Lutherans in North America would 
not be found across the Atlantic. 
 
   One of the earliest impetuses for organizing Lutherans into a wider ministerium was the training 
and certification of Pastors in the colonies.  Beginning with “The Ministerium of Pennsylvania and 
Other States,” organized by Henry Melchior Muhlenburg, the task of “Theological Education” was 
taken up so that the Lutherans living in North America could have Pastors to proclaim the Gospel 
and administer the Sacraments.  The process first adopted was one resembling an apprentice-
ship, where a candidate was assigned to a master-Pastor, who would counsel and guide the jun-
ior/apprentice in their studies and craft.  The first “Lutheran” Seminary in North America was in-
corporated in Hartwick, NY in 1816; Hartwick Seminary became Hartwick College in 1928. The 
oldest Lutheran seminary still in existence opened in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in 1826.  Shortly 
thereafter, a second school was founded in Philadelphia.  Over the subsequent years, various 
theological schools were founded—often in conjunction with colleges and Universities—and were 
closed, merged, and relocated.  At the time of the founding of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, there were eight full Seminary programs: the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettys-
burg, the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, Lutheran Southern Seminary (in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina), the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, Trinity Lutheran Seminary 
(in Columbus, Ohio), Luther (Luther-Northwestern) Seminary (in St. Paul, Minnesota) Wartburg 
Theological Seminary (in Dubuque, Iowa), and Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (in Berke-
ley, CA), with one additional degree program, the Lutheran Seminary Program of the Southwest, 
down in Austin, Texas.  In addition, candidates for ministry could also attend a Seminary of an-
other tradition or denomination, but spend a year at a “school of the church.” 
 
   In 1986, the year that the ELCA was founded, eight seminary programs was probably too 
many, and in the ensuing years we have seen dramatic changes in the ELCA’s seminaries.  Lu-
theran Southern Seminary, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, and Trinity Seminary have 
been acquired by colleges or universities: Pacific was acquired by California Lutheran University, 
Southern by Lenoir-Rhyne College, and Trinity by Capital University.  These schools remain 
“open,” but now function under the auspices of their respective institutions.  The Lutheran Semi-
naries at Gettysburg and Philadelphia recently merged to create “one school on two campuses,” 
which is now known as “United Lutheran Seminary.”  Luther, Wartburg, and LSTC (Chicago) re-
main “independent” schools, but each has explored various options for training Pastors, including 
alliances with colleges, other seminaries, and the like. 
 
   In the Lutheran tradition, the theological and pastoral formation of Pastors has had great em-
phasis and importance put upon it.  Pastors at once serve “the local congregation,” but also “the 
whole church.”  Not only that, but rarely do Pastors serve their entire career in “one congrega-
tion”; as Pastors “move,” the need for consistent and stable pastors has become of greater im-
portance.  So the question remains present: “How will ‘this church’ form Pastors (and now) Dea-
cons to serve ‘this church’?”  How do we invest in forming Pastors who will serve faithfully—not 
only in “my congregation” or “our Synod,”—but across the many congregations and Synods of 
the ELCA?  The Pastors and Deacons we ordain in “one place” will increasingly not only affect 
“that one place,” but the entire Church.  So the challenge of Seminaries and schools of Pastoral 
formation will only become greater and more important in our life together. 
 
  Students from WV-WMD Synod attending seminary are Devin Ames, Mary Sanders, and      
Jeremy Lambson. 
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, 
September 19

th
.   

Some highlights of the meeting: 

 

 

 Please double check that outside doors are locked and latched when you leave the building 

 Council will be distributing a survey to the congregation about our hopes and wishes for the 
future of St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 The annual meeting of the congregation on the spending plan will be held November 10th 

 At the annual meeting in January, we will need to elect three new council members.  Council 
also needs to name a new treasurer of the congregation 

 

From the Piece Makers 

This past month the Fox family took 22 quilts to the warehouse for 
us.  Making quilts is the primary mission of the Piece Makers. But 
we also make lap robes for individuals young and old who are re-
cuperating from surgeries and illnesses.  Cards, visits, and phone 
calls are helpful to these individuals, but a lap robe is a continued 
source of comfort even after recovery.  Members of St. Paul who 
have received lap robes tell us that they continue to use their lap 
robe. Should you have a good friend, neighbor, or family member 
who could benefit from a lap robe, please tell us. This past month the Piece Makers gave 4 lap 
robes to individuals whose illnesses were brought to our attention.   

  Our work is greatly assisted by gifts we are given. This month the Piece Makers thank the 
Parking Committee for the generous gift which enables us to purchase rolls of the padding used 
between the tops and backs of the quilts.  We also thank Susan Barry for bringing us sheets 
from a family members’ estate.  

 Occasionally, we have a money making project, and we are currently discussing the possibility 
of such a project for some time in November.  But mostly we need more volunteers to help com-
plete quits on Fridays between 10 AM and 2 PM.  There are a variety of tasks to complete each 
quilt, and sewing skills are not necessary.  If need be, we will teach you one of the various 
tasks.  If you can only come part-time we would still welcome you. 

Please pray always for our seminaries, our students, and our church professionals—for Pastors 
and Deacons.   
 
Pax Christi; 
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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Reminder: Deadline for November newsletter is October 23rd!!! 

Autumn 2019 Children’s Sunday School classes 

                             October 6 

        November 10 

        December 1 

Confirmation – Fall 2019 Class Schedule 

  

Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 pm 

 (Parents return to sanctuary at 7:15 pm) 

  

          The TEN COMMANDMENTS 

 Oct. 8  Sabbath     Oct. 22 Authority 

 Nov. 5  Protection     Nov. 12 Fidelity 

 Nov. 19 Responsibility    Dec. 3  Integrity 

 Dec. 10 Contentment     Dec. 17 Consequences 

  An adult Sunday School class will begin                          
meeting on the first Sunday of each month, starting 

on October 6
th
.  We will meet at 9 am in the library. Please come with your topic 

ideas and we will select our topic as a group.  To get us started, we’ll consider 
what it means to be thankful people. 

Christian Education 

New Class 
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Sunday, Nov. 10
th

 

Meeting of the 

Congregation 

To review and approve the 2020 Spending Plan 

To be held immediately following worship. 

Dear St. Paul Congregation, 

The Church Council at St. Paul Lutheran is inviting everyone who 
attends St. Paul Lutheran Church to complete a survey about the 
church and its activities.  We greatly value everyone's opinions.  We 
want to make sure to collect the full range of views and opinions held 
by attendees of St. Paul, so it is important that we collect as many 
responses as we are able.  Your views will help us immensely as we 
work together to build a strong future for our church. 

 

There are several ways you can access the survey.   

 1. Visit this web page:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPLC_survey2019 

 2. Scan in this QR code using your mobile device:   

--  

 
 

 3. Council members will be available after worship services to provide iPads and help with  
 completing the survey. 

 4.  Complete paper and pencil versions of the survey, which will also be available after services. 

Thank you and God Bless! 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Council 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPLC_survey2019
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Date Set up Clean up 

October 6 Jeanne Lemasters Mary Haas 

October 13 MaryLee Cushing Tiffany Gillen 

October 20 Tamara Riegel Mary Haas 

October 27 Jeanne Lemasters Jeanne Lemasters 

 

2019 Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Morgantown, WV 

Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 

NEW LOCATION:  Mountaineer Mall, 5000 Greenbag Road 

Registration at 1:00 PM 
Ceremony at 2:00 PM 

Walk at 2:15 PM 
 

Route length:  2 miles 

 

To join the St. Paul Walking Team, contact: Donna Ford-Werntz or the church office. 

To donate: Walk to End Alzheimer’s envelopes are in the pew racks 
         Make check payable to: St. Paul Lutheran Church 
         Add in Memo line: Alzheimer’s Walk 
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Serving in      
October 

SERVING 

ST PAUL 

October 

2019 

 

LAY           

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

6
th

 

7:00 PM 

 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

M. 

Kirkpatrick 

 

R. Sampson 

S. Sandolfini 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

A. Peters 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Moherman 

13
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

T. Potter 

 

S. Gabbert 

S. Hagen 

 

T. & F. Potter 

 

Naumann  

 

B. Graham 

S. Gabbert 

20
th 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Haas 

 

E. Melby 

 

J. Kliner 

Alexander 

Schmidle 

 

B. Graham 

P. Smith 

 

Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

M. Boroff 

27
th 

10:00 AM 

Reforma-

tion    

Sunday 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

A. Peters 

B. Martin 

H. & C. Gillen 

 

S. McEwuen 

K. Powell 

 

Hagen 

 

J. Bouquot 

A. Metzger 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What 

is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time  of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of 

our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Chris Lotspeich     Illness 
Jason Campbell     Cancer 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
David McDonald     Cancer 
Sherry Fox      Special therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Milan Roh      Healing 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Gretchen Brown     In need of prayer 
Bruce Barnes      Illness 
Jerry Butcher      Illness 
Amanda Menihan     Illness 
Teresa Wayne      Job search 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
Margaret Kliner     Dementia 
Joan Bissett      Illness 
Gail Hickey      Cancer 
Sue Woodruff      Recovery from surgery 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Tues-Thurs 9 am—1 pm

         Saturday 10 am—noon 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Steve Gabbert 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 

Secretary:  Julie Sandolfini 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 

Council Members 

Mary Boroff     Margie Suder    Ethan Stiles 

Lisa Moherman    Steve Gabbert    Larry Springer 

Julie Sandolfini          Aaron Metzger 


