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XXVI. The Distinction of Foods 
   It has been common opinion, not only of the people but 
also of those who teach in the Churches, that distinctions 
among foods and similar traditions are works which are prof-
itable to merit grace and make satisfaction of sins.  That the 
world thought so is evident from the fact that ceremonies, 
new orders, new holy days, and new fasts were instituted, 

and the learned men in the churches exacted these works as a service necessary to merit grace 
and terrified the consciences of those who omitted any of them.  From this opinion concerning tra-
ditions, much harm has resulted in the Church. 
 

XVIII.  Ecclesiastical Power 
   In former times, there has been great controversy about the power of bishops, and some have 
improperly confused the power of the Church with the power of the sword....  Our teachers hold 
that, according to the Gospel, the power of the Keys or the power of bishops is a power or com-
mand of God to preach the Gospel, to remit or retain sins, and to administer the Sacraments… 

--The Augsburg Confession 
 

  In August, the newsletter article gave you a preview of the Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA 

that convened August 5 and ran through August 10, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  A brief review: the 

ELCA is composed of congregations that are grouped into regional units called Synods.  Each of 

these 65 Synods gather each year—each congregation sending representatives—in a Synod As-

sembly to review the work of the Synod, elect officers, to deliberate on issues affecting the Synod, 

and to renew the bonds of fellowship across the Church.  In a similar fashion to the Synods, every 

three (3) years the ELCA convenes a Churchwide Assembly with voting members selected by the  
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Synods to review the work of the ELCA, to deliberate on issues facing “this church,” to elect offi-

cers, and to renew the bonds of fellowship from across the Church.  The Churchwide Assembly 

(CWA) is the ultimate deliberative body of the ELCA; the CWA passes constitutional provisions 

and determines the policy positions of the ELCA going forward.   

   This Churchwide Assembly accomplished several things.  One of the most important things that 

the CWA did was to elect a Presiding Bishop.  The Presiding Bishop (see the January 2019 news-

letter) serves a six-year term and is eligible for re-election.  For the past six years, The Rev. Eliza-

beth Eaton has served as the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, and she was reelected at this CWA to 

another six-year term on the first ballot.  Along with electing the Presiding Bishop, the CWA also 

elected a Secretary (of the ELCA).  The Secretary also serves a six-year term, may be ordained or 

a lay-person, and is the ultimate authority on Constitutional matters involving the ELCA.  The past 

six years, The Rev. Chris Boerger, a retired Bishop, had served in this office and he was retiring.  

The CWA elected Ms. Susan Rothmeyer, who is a Deacon in the ELCA and who had served as 

(retired) Bishop Boerger’s assistant, to a six-year term as Secretary.  (Our Synodical Bishop and 

parishioner, The Rev. Matthew Riegel was a candidate for this Office…) 

   The Churchwide Assembly also considered and adopted a Social Statement (See the April and 

May 2019 newsletter articles) entitled Faith, Sexism, and Justice, and its implementing resolutions.  

This Social Statement has been under study and development for the past several years and dedi-

cates this church to recognizing and repenting of systemic sexism and calls upon the ELCA to 

dedicate itself to justice and equality of all God’s people regardless of gender.  The CWA also 

committed the ELCA to develop two new Social Statements: one on “Church and State” and the 

other “For Peace in God’s World.” (See https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-

Statements for more information...) 

   Perhaps the most news-worthy actions this past CWA made, however, had to do with the issues 

around the current immigration debates in our nation.  The ELCA declared that the ELCA is a 

“Sanctuary Denomination,” but it is unclear what, exactly, that entails.  (You can see a presentation 

from the ELCA at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gnCfJZhhO4.)  Members of the CWA also 

marched to the local (Milwaukee) offices of the Immigration Naturalization Enforcement (ICE) and 

held a prayer vigil and posted “9.5 Theses” around the ELCA’s convictions on immigration on the 

ICE office door.  The issue will be revisited in three years at the next Churchwide Assembly, which 

will be held in Columbus, Ohio. 

   The Rev. Matthew Riegel, the Bishop of the West Virginia—Western Maryland Synod will be with 

us on September 15.  Following worship, he will hold an “Open House” where he will be available 

to speak about the Churchwide Assembly.  These were but the most noteworthy aspects of the 

Churchwide Assembly; we also celebrated the 50
th
 anniversary of the Ordination of Women, took 

up issues around our history of racism and slavery, and many other issues of concern.  Bishop 

Riegel should provide a fascinating insight into how the Churchwide Assembly functions and what 

things look like going forward. 

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS  

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gnCfJZhhO4
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, August 22
nd

.   

Some highlights of the meeting: 

 August 25
th
 was the first Sunday School session for the year.  Dates will be rotating each 

month to allow participation for students who may not be able to attend on the same weekend 
each month. An adult class is being planned — more information coming soon.  Watch the bulle-
tin and newsletter for Sunday School dates. 

 Bishop Riegel will be at St. Paul on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15

th
. After worship he will hold an “open 

house” question and answer session about the 
Churchwide Assembly that was held August  

 It may seem early, but please mark your calen-
dars for the Congregation Meeting on the Spending 
Plan, November 10

th
. We will review and approve the 

spending plan for 2020. This means that we will need 
committee  budget numbers by the end of September to have time for council to evaluate and 
review the spending plan, and for the treasurer to prepare the documents. 

 Council spent a large portion of the meeting discussing our financial status. For the year so 
far, expenses have exceeded offerings by nearly $7400. The continued spending beyond our 
income means we have significantly depleted the general fund reserve. What can we do? It boils 
down to needing more offerings or cutting expenses. On average, if we collect $400 more each 
week, we can stop the drain of the fund and start building a bit back.  Please pray about what 
you and your family can do to help with this.  Every $1 or $5 adds up.  Please feel free to ask 
questions and offer suggestions to council members. 

From the Piece Makers 

 

Last month the quilters celebrated Julia’s 91
st
 birthday, and in 

September will celebrate several more members’ birthdays, in-
cluding two who are over 90 years old.  Thank you to Lea, 
Diann’s granddaughter, for joining us this past summer.  We 
wish her a good sophomore year in high school.  She told us 
that she will miss being with us and looks forward to joining us 
again next summer.  We hope that JoAnne Failinger will enjoy 
her new home in Minnesota and trust that she took her sewing 
machine with her.   

  

We will soon send an additional shipment of quilts to the warehouse, but we have lots of 
supplies and many more quilts to make.  We need more hands to help us. Don’t hesitate to 
join us on Fridays between 10AM and 2PM.  While the students have returned, we have 
plenty of parking places available for more quilters. 
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Reminder: Deadline for October newsletter is September 23rd!!! 

Autumn 2019 Sunday School classes 

September 15 

October 6 

November 10 

December 1 

Confirmation – Fall 2019 Class Schedule 

 Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 pm 

 (Parents return to sanctuary at 7:15 pm) 

  

      The TEN COMMANDMENTS 

Sept. 3  Priority 

Sept. 17 Respect 

Oct. 8  Sabbath 

Oct. 22  Authority 

Nov. 5  Protection 

Nov. 12 Fidelity 

Nov. 19 Responsibility 

Dec. 3  Integrity 

Dec. 10 Contentment 

Dec. 17 Consequences 
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Committee Chairs!  Please submit the 2020 spending plan for 

your committee to Debby Borrelli by September 30
th
! 

Sunday, Nov. 10
th

 

Meeting of the 

Congregation 

To review and approve the 2020 Spending Plan 

To be held immediately following worship. 
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Date Set up Clean up 

September 1 Jeanne Lemasters Jeanne Lemasters 

September 8 Jeanne Lemasters Mary Haas 

September 15 Tamara Riegel Tamara Riegel 

September 22 Tamara Riegel Tiffany Gillen 

September 29 MaryLee Cushing MaryLee Cushing 
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Serving in 

SERVING 

ST PAUL 

September 

2019 

 

LAY           

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

1
st

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. McEuwen 

 

T. Potter 

 

S. Gabbert 

S. Sandolfini 

 

T. & F. Potter 

 

Peters 

 

K. Powell 

S. Gabbert 

8
th

 

7:00 PM 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

 

R. Sampson 

C. Metzger 

 

S. McEwuen 

P. Smith 

 

Naumann 

 

D. Stiles 

M. Suder 

15
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

R. Sampson 

 

A. Peters 

S. Hagen 

 

K. Powell 

L. Springer 

 

Metzger 

 

S. Woodruff 

A. Metzger 

22
nd 

10:00 AM 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

A. Metzger 

 

H. Gillen 

K. Smith 

 

D. Custer 

A. Metzger 

 

Hagen 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Springer 

29
th 

10:00 AM 

Michael 

and all 

Angels 

 

M. Sampson 

 

G. Grosso 

 

M. Kliner 

J. Kliner 

C. Gillen 

V. Sandolfini 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

Gillen 

 

J. Bouquot 

J. Sandolfini 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What 

is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time  of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of 

our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Chris Lotspeich       Illness 
Jason Campbell       Cancer 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
David McDonald     Cancer 
Sherry Fox      Special therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Milan Roh      Healing 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Gretchen Brown     In need of prayer 
Bruce Barnes      Illness 
Jerry Butcher      Illness 
Amanda Menihan     Illness 
Greg Kullman      Recovery from surgery 
Teresa Wayne      Job search 
Dawn Fox      Cancer 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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