
The Epistle 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Volume 18 Issue 8   August 2019 

 
XV Ecclesiastical Rites 

      Our Churches teach that those rites ought to be ob-
served which can be observed without sin and which con-
tribute to peace and good order in the church.  Such are 
certain holy days, festivals, and the like.  Nevertheless, men 
are admonished not to burden consciences with such 

things, as if observances of this kind were necessary for salvation.  They are also admonished that 
human traditions which are instituted to propitiate God’s grace and make satisfaction for sins are 
opposed to the Gospel and the teaching about Faith.  Wherefore, vows and traditions about foods, 
days, etc.., instituted to merit grace and make satisfaction for sins, are useless and contrary to the 
Gospel. 
 

XXVI. The Distinction of Foods 
   It has been common opinion, not only of the people but also of those who teach in the Churches, 
that distinctions among foods and similar traditions are works which are profitable to merit grace 
and make satisfaction of sins.  That the world thought so is evident from the fact that ceremonies, 
new orders, new holy days, and new fasts were instituted, and the learned men in the churches 
exacted these works as a service necessary to merit grace and terrified the consciences of those 
who omitted any of them.  From this opinion concerning traditions, much harm has resulted in the 
Church. 
 

XVIII.  Ecclesiastical Power 
   In former times, there has been great controversy about the power of bishops, and some have 
improperly confused the power of the Church with the power of the sword....  Our teachers hold 
that, according to the Gospel, the power of the Keys or the power of bishops is a power or com-
mand of God to preach the Gospel, to remit or retain sins, and to administer the Sacraments… 

--The Augsburg Confession 
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   Every three years, the ELCA convenes a Churchwide Assembly (CWA), to meet and deliber-

ate about issues facing “this church.”  (At the outset of the ELCA, the CWA was convened every 

TWO years, but at the 2011 CWA, the decision was made to change to a three-year cycle begin-

ning with the 2013 CWA…)  The Churchwide Assembly is akin to a Synod Assembly in that the 

CWA is the highest deliberative body in the ELCA; each Synod is apportioned a delegation de-

pending upon size and each Synod elects “voting members” that will constitute the CWA.  This Au-

gust, the 2019 CWA will convene in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to consider a variety of issues 

(memorials from Synods and internal policy issues from ELCA units), elect officers, and renew the 

bounds of fellowship from across the ELCA. 

   One of the main items on this year’s agenda is the proposed Social Statement (see the April and 

May 2019 newsletter articles) entitled “Faith, Sexism, and Justice” that details how the ELCA in-

tends to address sexism—systemic, de jure, and de facto—from our theology and our polity.  Sex-

ism has long troubled the Church and we continue to strive to explore how our Baptismal identity 

transcends human distinctions and privilege.  Along with the proposed Social Statement, is a set 

of “implementing resolutions” that detail how “this church” intends to proceed if the Social State-

ment is adopted.  (You can find the proposed Social Statement at https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-

and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice)  Also being considered is an 

“internal” statement that details the ELCA’s approach to interfaith relations.  (We reviewed this 

Statement, “A Declaration of Inter-religious Commitment,” at Saint Paul Lutheran Church last fall…  

You can find the Statement here: https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-

Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement).  

  Equally important for the Churchwide Assembly is the election of Officers.  This year, the Office 

of Presiding Bishop (see the March 2019 newsletter article) and the Secretary of the ELCA are 

up for election.  The current Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, is completing her first, 

six-year, term and is expected to be available for re-election.  (There are no term-limits…)  Any 

Pastor in-good-standing of the ELCA is eligible to be elected, and like the election of a Synodical 

Bishop, the First Ballot is an “ecclesiastical ballot”—a “blank slate” where any Rostered Pastor’s 

name may be submitted.  The Office of Secretary of the ELCA is also up for election; currently 

the Office is held by The Rev. Chris Boerger, but the Office may be held by either an Ordained or 

Lay person.  Secretary Boerger is retiring and will not stand for reelection.   

   You can watch the Assembly via the magic of “live-streaming” at 

https://www.elca.org/ChurchwideAssembly.  The CWA convenes on August 5 at 1:00pm CDT and 

runs through August 10.   

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 

PS.  I would like to greatly thank everyone at Saint Paul for the Birthday wishes and gifts in July!  I 

have ordered a new Alb and a couple of “Clergy Shirts” from Almy with the gift certificate.  It was a 

wonderful way to celebrate my 50
th
 birthday! 

PPS. Subscribe to ELCA newsletters 
Access the latest resources, stories and events from around this church through ELCA e-
newsletters and subscribe to several all in one place. Keep up-to-date with the ministries that 
mean the most to you or share with a friend and encourage them to subscribe. Sign up for news 
about the global church, Lutheran Disaster Response, stewardship and ELCA World Hunger at 
ELCA.org/subscribe.  

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement
https://www.elca.org/ChurchwideAssembly
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2felca-email-subscriptions&srcid=203690&srctid=1&erid=3ccfe955-6282-4526-b338-8cb84d8513e5&trid=3ccfe955-6282-4526-b338-8cb84d8513e5
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The St. Paul Church Council met on Thursday, July 25.  Some highlights of the meeting: 

 

 Steven Podewell has been hired as sexton and cus-
todian for a six month probationary period. 

 Council will be leading a ministry site profile survey 
about the congregation.  The survey is voluntary and will 
be administered electronically.  This should help us de-
termine where our congregation is and where we want to 
be.  Anticipated launch is September 2019. 

 Council approved two new members: Matthew and Annie Barclay. 

 Congregational giving, January through June, is behind expenses by $6528.  Council is de-
veloping alternative ways of conveying our financial situation to the congregation. 

 Annual picnic will be August 17
th
 at 6 pm. 

Reminder: Deadline for September newsletter is August 22nd!!! 

Sunday School classes begin August 25th!  

Watch the bulletin for more information 
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We traveled across oceans and 

back in time 2000 years  to visit 

the apostle Paul.  Much fun and 

maybe even a little education   

ensued. 
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From the Piece Makers 

 

 July was very busy for the Piecemakers.  We received a large gift of 
42 tops and 2 sheets from our super helper Ann Failinger.  We pray 
that all goes well with Ann and her husband as they sell their house in 
Wisconsin and relocate to Minnesota to be near their daughter.   

 We were most happily blessed in having a very nice luncheon for 
Helen Goryance when she came to Morgantown to see her eye doc-

tor.  We were all pleased to see how well she is doing after her fall last year. 

 We are now into preparing quilts for the many hands work session on Rally Day.  We will need 
your help tying them, and definitely need more people joining us on Fridays 10 AM to 2 PM. 

Renate is in temporary retirement from Friday quilting as she helps her daughter care for her 
husband Dave. Everyone is pitching in to perform the many special tasks Renate has done 
through the years to keep the Piecemakers going.  For information about the Piecemakers, ask 
Mary Haas, and expect that she will ask you to come on Fridays to help us.  We gladly welcome 
part-time workers. 
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Date Set up Clean up 

August 4 MaryLee Cushing Mary Haas 

August 11 Jeanne Lemasters Jeanne Lemasters 

August 18 Tamara Riegel Tiffany Gillen 

August 25 MaryLee Cushing Mary Haas 
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Reminder:  ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have 
planned absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the 

church office (304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org) 
with the dates before the 18th of the preceding month. 

Serving in August 

SERVING 

ST PAUL 

July 

2019 

 

LAY           

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

4
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Metzger 

 

S. Woodruff 

L. Springer 

11
th

 

7:00 PM 

 

 

M. Sampson 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

S. Gabbert 

R. Sampson 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

Ohlinger 

 

D. Stiles 

M. Suder 

18
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

E. Melby 

 

H. & C. Gillen 

 

L. Springer 

A. Metzger 

 

Gillen 

 

J. Bouquot 

M. Boroff 

25
th 

10:00 AM 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

 

B. Martin 

V. Sandolfini 

 

T. & F. Potter 

 

Naumann 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Moherman 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What 

is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time  of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of 

our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Chris Lotspeich       Illness 
Jason Campbell       Cancer 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
David McDonald     Cancer 
Sherry Fox      Special therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Heidi Metheny      Illness 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Milan Roh      Healing 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Pastor Sally Bartling (Keyser WV)   Recovery from surgery 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Gretchen Brown     In need of prayer 
Paul Smith      Health issues 
Bruce Barnes      Illness 
Jerry Butcher      Illness 
Amanda Menihan     Illness 
Greg Kullman      Preparing for surgery 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Tues-Thurs 9 am—1 pm

         Saturday 10 am—noon 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Steve Gabbert 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 

Secretary:  Julie Sandolfini 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 

Council Members 

Mary Boroff     Margie Suder    Ethan Stiles 

Lisa Moherman    Steve Gabbert    Larry Springer 

Julie Sandolfini          Aaron Metzger 


