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VI.  The New Obedience 
 

      Our churches also teach that this Faith is bound to 
bring forth good fruits and that it is necessary to do the 
good works commanded by God.  We must do so because 

it is God’s Will and not because we rely on works to merit justification before God for forgiveness of 
sins and justification, which are apprehended by Faith, as Christ himself testifies, “We are unprofit-
able servants…” (Luke 17:10)  The same is also taught by the Fathers of the ancient Church, for 
Saint Ambrose says, “It is ordained of God that whoever believes in Christ shall be saved, not 
through works but through Faith alone, and he shall receive forgiveness of sins by grace.” 
 

XX. Faith and Good Works 
   Our churches are falsely accused of forbidding good works.  Their publications on the Ten Com-
mandments and others of like import bear witness that they have taught to good purpose about all 
stations and duties of life, including what manner of life and what kinds of works are pleasing to 
God in many callings.  Concerning such things, preachers used to teach little…. 
   Inasmuch, then, as the teaching about Faith, which ought to be the chief teaching of the church, 
has been so long neglected (for everybody must grant that there has been a profound silence con-
cerning the righteousness of Faith in 
sermons, while only teaching about 
works has been treated in the 
church), our teachers have instructed 
our churches concerning Faith as 
follows:  We begin by teaching that 
our works cannot reconcile God or 
merit forgiveness of sins and grace, 
but that we obtain forgiveness and 
grace only by Faith when we believe 
that we are received into favor for 
Christ’s sake…. 

--The Augsburg Confession 
 

   One of the happy results of being 

in a “National church” body like the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) is that we are  
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afforded the opportunity to gather together with other Christians from across this Church.  A pre-

dominant way this has happened is the triannual (National) Youth Gathering, during which high 

school aged youth travel to a set gathering location for Bible Study, worship, fellowship, and of-

ten service projects with their peers from across the ELCA.  Last summer, we gathered in Hous-

ton, Texas; three years before that, we gathered in Detroit, Michigan.  In 2021, we will gather in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The goal of such a “Youth Gathering” needs to be the strengthening of 

the Christian Faith among our young Christians; of course there are other activities that take 

place—dances, games, concerts, etc…  But the only “reason” why a “Church” gathering of the 

Youth happens is to impart a deeper and more vital understanding of the Faith of the Church; 

otherwise we are wasting our time, money, and missing the point.    

   What then, should be the “marks” (the visible elements) of such a Youth Gathering?  Opinions 

differ here, but I think most people can agree that a “Church” youth gathering differs from other 

(secular) events in its essential character.  A “Church” youth gathering differs from a “concert” or 

“festival” (say “Coachella” or “Burning Man”) because of the “WHY” of the thing: we are not going 

to a Church youth gathering to be “entertained” or “wowed.”  We do not go to a Church youth 

gathering as “consumers” who have “paid admittance” and now sit back and wait to be enter-

tained.  The “WHY” has to be understood and clearly stated: the “WHY” of the Church youth 

gathering is about Jesus Christ and building Faith in Him.  So frequent Prayer, Worship, Bible 

Study, and Works of Charity that explore the self-sacrificing nature of the Christian Faith are es-

sential and central.  The “goal” of the gathering is to have a living example of the Christian Faith 

that enriches and strengthens the Faith of those who attend. 

   But the effects of a Youth Gathering should also not end with the event itself.  Those young 

people whom we have sent, having their Faith strengthened and enriched, should come back 

more ready to live Faithfully in their home Churches and communities.  The fruits of the Youth 

Gathering extend far beyond the event itself; the encounter with the Faith in such an event offers 

a chance for development and growth that is unique.  Our youth come back “different” (as they 

should!) because they have gotten to see that this Christian Faith extends well beyond them-

selves; across the Nation and the world.  The Youth Gathering is an investment in the Faith of 

our younger members, and hence an investment in the Faith of our whole congregation; it is 

more than something we just “send them off to.”   

   The (National) Youth Gathering is not 

an integral feature of the Church itself; 

were we not to sponsor one, the Faith 

itself would not be jeopardized.  But the 

fact that we, as a Church, CAN offer 

something like the Youth Gathering is a 

joyous thing.  These gatherings enrich 

and benefit us here in our local Parish.  

Let us look forward to the next Gather-

ing with anticipation and hope! 

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 

Service day in Houston 
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Camp Luther 

Front row:  Madeline Menihan, Amanda Menihan, Cameron Gillen, Sienna Hagen 

Second row: Pastor Jerry, Evan Menihan, Madylin and Olivia Hinkle 

Third row: Rachel Sampson, Zara Ohlinger, Cordelia Metzger, Noah Sampson, Matthew Riegel 

Back: Ethan Stiles, Patrick Cushing, Sierra Gabbert, A.J. Bartlett 
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Council met on Thursday, June 13
th
 – one week earlier than 

regularly scheduled.   The schedule change was due to 3 
council members being out-of-town (2 as Camp Luther 
Counselors) at our regular meeting time. 

2019 (January through May) offerings are $1,674.00 be-
hind expenses.   Please remember that the church’s 
expenses do not stop while you are away for vacation! 

The church’s housekeeper has resigned.  A weekly sign-up chart with a list of duties is 
posted in the narthex.   Families, individuals, or groups of people are invited to help with 
clean-up duties until we hire a new housekeeper.   A member of council will meet with 
new volunteers to show where supplies are kept. 

If you know of anyone who may want 5 hours per week work as the housekeeper OR 5 hours 
per week as the sexton (maintenance duties) OR someone who would do both, PLEASE 
give their name and contact information to President Steve Gabbert or to the 

church office!! 

Summer Church Socials have been scheduled for June and July - hamburgers, hot dogs and 
the fixing provided by Council.  The June social was held June 19

th
 during Camp Luther 

week; the July social will be July 17
th
 during VBS week.    

Next Council meeting is Thursday July 25
th
 – one week later than regularly scheduled due to 

VBS.    4 council members are serving as staff for the VBS program. 
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From the Piece Makers 

Hope you are noticing the new quilts hanging in the church and nar-
thex. Summer is a time when people are hit with unexpected storms 
and fires in the USA that require assistance.  Lutheran World Relief 
provides help to those in nations with financial and educational 
needs. Our group decided to focus only on the making of quilts. 
June brought lots of gifts to assist us. A big thank you to Helen Gor-
yance and Boyd Holton for sheets.  A second thank you to Sara 
Bishop who delivered several bags containing large pieces of fabric. 
We will use these for making quilt tops and backs. We will soon be-
gin preparing quilts for the many hands work session on Rally Day. 

  

While July is marked by hot temperatures and fireworks, such celebrations will NOT keep the 
quilters from working each Friday from 10 until 2.  Come and join us.  Membership at St. Paul 
and sewing skills are not required, and we have a special need for anyone who likes to iron on 
our large ironing board. 

Please join us for Vacation Bible School         

July 14-18. 

Families step back in time at Athens, exploring some of the ad-

ventures the Apostle Paul faced. Kids and adults participate in a 

memorable Bible-times Marketplace, sing catchy songs, play 

teamwork-building games, dig into Bible-times snacks, visit Paul, 

and collect Bible Memory Makers to remind them of God’s Word. Kids and adults at Athens VBS 

will join nearly a million participants reaching out to needy kids through a hands-on mission project 

called Operation Kid-to-Kid, in which families will help moms and kids in Zambia. 

Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes 

and safe shoes.  

Registration is open for everyone age three through those who have completed fifth grade.  

Tentative schedule:  Sunday, July 14
th
:   6-8 pm  

  Monday, July 15
th
—Thursday, July 18

th
:  Supper at 5:30 pm; Session from 6-8 pm  

Don’t miss the fun! Registration forms are available at the church. For more information, call 

304-599-0620 or email office@stpaulmorgantown.org.  Bring friends!! 
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May 2019 

Date Set up Clean up 

July 7 Tamara Riegel Mary Haas 

July 14 MaryLee Cushing Tiffany Gillen 

July 21 Jeanne Lemasters Jeanne Lemasters 

July 28 Tamara Riegel Tamara Riegel 
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Reminder:  ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have 
planned absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the 

church office (304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org) 
with the dates before the 18th of the preceding month. 

Serving in July 

SERVING 

ST PAUL 

July 

2019 

 

LAY           

ASSISTANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

7
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

M. 

Kirkpatrick 

 

B. Martin 

V. Sandolfini 

 

S. McEwuen 

P. Smith 

 

Ohlinger 

 

J. Bouquot 

J. Sandolfini 

14
th

 

7:00 PM 

 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

T. Potter 

 

J. & M.  

Kliner 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

M. Suder 

21
st 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

G. Grosso 

 

C. Gillen 

S. Gabbert 

 

L. Springer 

W. Graham 

 

Naumann 

 

S. Woodruff 

S. Gabbert 

28
th 

10:00 AM 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

A. Metzger 

 

G. Riegel 

 

K. Powell 

D. Custer 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Moherman 



Page 8                                                              The Epistle

 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What 

is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time  of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of 

our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Chris Lotspeich       Illness 
Jason Campbell       Cancer 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
David McDonald     Cancer 
Sherry Fox      Special therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Heidi Metheny      Illness 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
Nancy Thielmann     Cancer 
Milan Roh      Healing 
Jolene Heater      Cancer 
Sara Bishop      Illness 
Pastor Sally Bartling (Keyser WV)   Recovery from surgery 
Warren Switzer     Heart defect 
Gretchen Brown     In need of prayer 
 
Wilma Chisler      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Dale Chisler      Comfort in grief to family and friends  
Kerry Marbury      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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         Saturday 10 am—noon 
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