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XVI. The Return of Christ for Judgment 
   Our churches also teach that at the consummation of the 
world, Christ will appear for Judgment and will raise up all 
the dead.  To the godly and the elect, he will give Eternal 
Life and joy, but ungodly men and devils he will condemn 
to be tormented without end. 

 
XX.  Faith and Good Works 

   Our teachers are falsely accused of forbidding good works.  Their publication of the Ten Com-
mandments and others of the like import bear witness that they have taught to good purpose 
about all stations and duties of life, indicating what manners of life and what kind of work are 
pleasing to God in the several callings.  Concerning such things, preachers used to teach little…. 
   Our teachers in addition that it is necessary to do good works, not that we should trust to merit 
Grace by them, but because it is the Will of God.  It is only by Faith that forgiveness of sins and 
grace are apprehended, and because through Faith the Holy Spirit is received, hearts are so re-
newed and endowed with new affections as to be able to bring about good works.  

--The Augsburg Confession 
 

     One of the practical reasons to seek out an organization beyond the local Church is 

       the simple fact that often we can do more together than we can separately.              

       Especially in the realm of doing “good,” we can accomplish more by working with                 

       others.  So, it is natural to seek synergies and combine our efforts with others for the 

       purpose of promoting the common welfare and good in our world.  This basic impulse 

       was instrumental in Christians seeking concord with others in the city (the “Polis” in      

  Greek, which lends its name to “Political”), the region (the “Diocese” and the  

  “Synod”) and eventually even into the “national” level (the “denomination”).   

   Among contemporary Lutherans, perhaps the most readily identifiable aspect of  

  “why” we belong to the ELCA and “what” “this church” does are our social justice, 

  health, and other programs that seek to promote the common good.  But, believe it 

  or not, these were actually a fairly late focus of “the Church”; the first and organiz-
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ing impulses were around Belief (doctrine), and the need to train Pastors (seminaries), and a de-

sire to have a common order for teaching and worship.  But let us attend to the social witness of 

the Church for a moment, for indeed the ELCA has seen social justice and good as a major area 

of its engagement…and this is not to be despised or diminished. 

   We must always start with the theology around justice and good works.  A “theology of works” is 

subtle and tempting; we often trade one set or measure of “works” that justify us for another.  We 

therefore must constantly be aware of the temptation to find our justification in “what we do,” no 

matter how noble or sweet it sounds to our ears.  That being said, what happens in the “now” mat-

ters; our earthly decisions have eternal consequence.  Our Lord Jesus Christ will indeed return as 

the Judge of All, and “Good Works” are not an “optional” matter for the Christian.  As Lutherans, 

we would say that “Good Works” flow out from Faith—a confirmation of the inward work of Faith 

and Justification—not that “Good Works” merit God’s love and grace.  Put another way, we must 

do “Good Works,” because God loves us, not because we want to make God love us because of 

them.  The “Good Works” we do are the outward fruit of the work that the Holy Spirit works within 

us. 

   So, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has sought to form the witness of “this 

church” (again, as the ELCA refers to itself in our documents) through several forms.  The primary 

form that the ELCA has used to shape and direct the witness of “this church” is the process by 

which Social Statements have been promulgated, debated, and ratified by the ELCA Churchwide 

Assemblies.  The ELCA has crafted Social Statements on Abortion (1991), The Death Penalty 

(1991), The Church and Society (1991), Caring for Creation (1993), Race, Ethnicity, and Cul-

ture (1993), Peace (1995), Economic Life (1999), Health and Health Care (2003), Education 

(2007), Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust (2009), Genetics (2011), The Church and Criminal 

Justice (2013), and will be considering a statement on Women and Justice at the upcoming 

Churchwide Assembly.  These Social Statements are meant to educate ELCA members, guide the 

deliberation of the Faithful, direct advocacy, and shape the policies of the ELCA, the Synods of the 

ELCA, and ELCA agencies.  The ELCA has been very clear to say that these Social Statements, 

while they seek to guide deliberation, do not “bind the conscience” of individual members.  (These 

statements can be found at www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements.)  

   Another way the ELCA seeks to promote the Common Good is through political advocacy.  The 

ELCA sponsors the Lutheran Office of Governmental Affairs (LOGA) which seeks to bring the 

ELCA’s witness to the halls of our government and to lobby on behalf of initiatives of concern to 

the ELCA.  Many of these directions are set by, and elucidated in, the Social Statements devel-

oped by the ELCA. 

   One final, important way the ELCA seeks to be active in social concerns and justice actions is 

through a host of related organizations.  Organizations like Lutheran World Relief (LWR)—which 

is a cooperative venture between the ELCA and the LCMS—and Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Services (LIRS) are important ways the ELCA is active in the cause of doing Good 

Works in our world. 

   In the end, we “do” good works because our Faith is alive and compels us to do them.  A Faith 

that does not manifest itself in works of charity in the service of God and neighbor is not a living 

Faith nor can it be called “faithful” at all.  Because our Faith drives us to care for our neighbor, any 

Church will indeed be at the forefront of social action and care. 

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 

 

http://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements
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Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”                  

Matthew 25:40b (NRSV) 

We continue to highlight the ways in which St. Paul Lutheran Church serves the larger community. 

This month, we look at the Santa Lucia Fund. 

Tradition tells that St. Lucy, or Lucia, was born to wealthy Christian parents in Syracuse on the is-

land of Sicily in the third century.  While she was still a young girl, she pledged her virginity to Christ 

and vowed to give her fortune to the poor.  She kept this a 

secret from her mother Eutychia, (her father had died 

young), and so Eutychia promised her in marriage to a pa-

gan man from a powerful family. Around this time Lucy and 

her mother traveled to the tomb of St. Agatha to pray for 

healing for Eutychia.  When their prayers were answered, 

Lucy revealed her vow to her mother, and, in gratitude for 

the healing, Eutychia agreed to honor it.  Lucy’s betrothed, 

however, was very angry, and denounced Lucy to the gov-

ernor as a Christian. She was martyred by the sword. 

The historicity of Lucy’s story is uncertain, but her status 

as a saint is firm.  She is named as a saint in the canons of 

the mass as early as the sixth century.  Perhaps because 

of her name, which is similar to the Latin lux (light), during 

medieval times she became a patron of people with vision 

and eye problems. Stories began to be told which said that 

her eyes were put out as part of her martyrdom, but they 

were miraculously restored to her by God.  She is also the 

patron saint of the poor. In images, Lucy is shown with a 

sword, a candle, and/or her eyes on a tray. 

Lucy’s association with Scandinavia begins with a legend 

of a time of terrible famine, when suddenly a ship came 

sailing across Lake Vanern with a beautiful young woman 

dressed all in white at its helm. She was so radiant that 

there was a glow of light about her head. It was St. Lucy 

with a shipload of food.  

Scandinavian Lutherans, especially the Swedes, commemorate St. Lucy on her day, December 

13
th
.   Before sunrise, the eldest daughter, wearing a white gown, a red sash and a crown of 

whortleberry twigs and blazing candles, wakens the family and serves them saffron buns and cof-

fee.  Throughout Sweden St. Lucy’s feast day is celebrated as a festival of lights. Before the Gre-

gorian reform of the calendar in 1582, Dec. 13
th
 was the approximate day of the winter solstice, the 

shortest day of the year.  

The observance of St. Lucy’s day at St. Paul Lutheran church began more than thirty years ago.                

The congregation had a good number of members who were of Swedish descent, and they asked 

to do it.  Observances of St. Lucy had also been reported in The Lutheran magazine. Lisa Wilcox 

was the first St. Lucia.           

Cont. on next page 

 

Copyright Foreign and Commonwealth 
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Lucia_%2831528327421%29.jpg
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EASTER FOOD BASKETS 

 

We filled 35 baskets and had extra 

items for Rock Forge Food Pantry. 

Thanks to everyone who helped! 

  

St. Lucia cont. 

Eventually the congregation established a discretionary fund, named the St. Lucia fund, that is used 

to help people in need of assistance with food, gasoline, or utilities.  This honors Lucy the patron of 

the poor. Every year, on the Sunday closest to December 13
th
, we take a special collection for this 

fund. 
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From the Piece Makers 
Are we the Peace Makers or Piece Makers?  The answer is we de-
cided on Piece Makers because we take pieces of fabric to create 
quilts to help deliver peace to those who need assistance. 

The St. Paul quilters work together to help others in nations with 
great need. In 2018 Lutheran World Relief sent 321,610 quilts to 18 
different nations.  Quilts are sent not only to the poor, but also to 
refugees fleeing violence and enduring poverty.  Please examine 
the map in the Narthex for details on the specific locations.  Quilts 
made at St. Paul go through the Maryland warehouse.  

In April Sherry Fox delivered 21 quilts to the warehouse, and we thank her for doing this impor-
tant task.  We also thank Sylvia McEwen and Cece Melby for donations of sheets.  Thanks to 
Ann Failinger for the quilt tops.  Her work makes a big contribution to our efforts.  A special 
thanks to Linda Ross and Renate for devoting extra time to completing the special quilts for 
those who were baptized on Easter.  We have been joined by Martha Meyer who reports that 
she really enjoys coming to quilting and finds learning quilting fun.  We would like to welcome 
additional members to our group.  If you can’t come every week come as often as you can be-
tween 10 and 2 on Fridays.  

For Graduates 

Do you know of someone graduating in May or June?  

Please let us know so that we may recognize them af-

ter worship on May 19th. High school and up only, 

please. 

Huber Scholarship 

The Huber Scholarship, given by the Huber family in memory of Jennifer Huber, is 

awarded to a high school senior who has been active at 

St. Paul. Interested graduates should submit a brief es-

say describing their activities and faith life at our church 

and how they hope to apply their faith to their journey in 

college.  Essays should be submitted to the pastor by 

May 13
th
.  See Pastor Jerry or Steve Gabbert with 

questions. 
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Council met on Thursday, April 11
th
, but did not have a quorum. 

Please join us for Vacation Bible School July 14-18. 

Families step back in time at Athens, exploring some of the adventures the Apostle Paul faced. 

Kids and adults participate in a memorable Bible-times Marketplace, sing catchy songs, play 

teamwork-building games, dig into Bible-

times snacks, visit Paul, and collect Bible 

Memory Makers to remind them of God’s 

Word. Kids and adults at Athens VBS will join 

nearly a million participants reaching out to 

needy kids through a hands-on mission project 

called Operation Kid-to-Kid, in which families 

will help moms and kids in Zambia. 

Since everything is hands-on, kids might get 

a little messy. Be sure to send them in play 

clothes and safe shoes.  

Registration is open for everyone age three 

through those who have completed fifth grade.  

Tentative schedule:  Sunday, July 14
th
:   6-8 pm  

  Monday, July 15
th
—Thursday, July 18

th
:  Supper at 5:30 pm; Session from 6-8 pm  

Don’t miss the fun! Registration forms are available at the church. For more information, call 

304-599-0620 or email office@stpaulmorgantown.org.  Bring friends!! 

May 12: Mothers’ Day  

May 19: Recognition of our 

graduates 

 May 30: Ascension of our Lord 
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Sunday School    May 12
th     

9 AM 

This is the last meeting of the year. 

Mark your calendars! 

High School in the downstairs youth room, taught by 

Aaron Metzger 

Middle School in the middle upstairs room, taught by 

Mary Boroff 

Elementary School in the Fellowship Hall, taught by Tamara Riegel 

Adult class in the lounge 

Discussion group for all ages in the library at  9:15 AM 

We had a beautiful day 

for the Easter egg hunt! 
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“Second Sunday” Sunday School – Summary of March 10, 2019 Session 
We say it every Sunday but what does it really mean? 

Discussion Group Notes – Topic – “To love others” 
 

When we say the mission statement, we say 
“Sent by the Holy Spirit to love others” 

1. What is/are the message(s) we are told to take to people?  Love one another and to preach the 

gospel.  Also, forgiveness, inclusion, being kind, respectful and appropriate.  How we approach 

life matters.  We have a “how to” guide about loving others.  Jesus met people where they were.  

He met the adulteress where she was.  He met Mary and Martha where they were in their grief 

when Lazarus had died.  One was strong and the other was weepy.  A few scripture passages:  

John 13:34-35; Romans 12:9-21; Mark 16:15; John 3:16   

2.  Who are “others”?   Everyone.  Family, friends, neighbors, strangers, people in our town, state, 

in Government, other political views, other religions.  

Being self-aware can help us be the best we can be to know how to approach a situation.  What 

does the person need?  Be the listener and not a taker.  The “other” person may not know what 

they need.  Individually, we do not possess the qualities in the verses above, but together we do 

have these qualities and abilities.    

3.  Our mission statement includes the words “sent by the Holy Spirit to love others”.   If we 

preach the gospel to everyone we meet, how do you think people would respond?  Why is the 

message not “good news” to some people?   We are in different places in life.  Different upbring-

ing, different life circumstances, different history with Christians/God.  Quoting scripture may be 

over the head of someone with no prior knowledge or it may sound haughty.  It can come across 

as a lecture to some. Conversation can be intimidating for us and for others.  The message may 

be “out there” to someone with no prior knowledge of scripture.  We need to learn how to ap-

proach situations to help a person not shut down to the message.  

4. How might this be different if we live the message “love others” instead of saying the 
words?  People may be drawn in to hear the message of the gospel by our acts of love towards 
others.  Practice the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness and self-control; praying, and recognizing the Spiritual gifts we can use in our church and 
world.  Exhibit a calm life, show kindness, pray that the Holy Spirit works upon them to help them 
understand the seeds that are planted.  We have to be patient.  While we may feel fear of screw-
ing it up and think “don’t send me”, we are all called to love others and each of us has something 
to contribute.  Be the example.  Plant seeds of hope and God’s Grace.  

Next discussion group – Sunday April 14, 2019, 9:15 AM in  the library.   

Topic: “as Christ loved us” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A34-35&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16:15&version=NIV
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“Second Sunday” Sunday School – Summary of March 24, 2019 Special Session 
We say it every Sunday but what does it really mean? 

Discussion Group Notes – Continuation of the topic – “To love others” 
 

When we say the mission statement, we say 
“Sent by the Holy Spirit to love others” 

1. What is the difference between the words like and love?  “Like” is more superficial than love.  

Love has an emotional impact.  We use “love” lightly.  I “love” French fries.  We can love some-

one but not always like them.  Love looks over “faults” or when we don’t agree with someone.  

Love needs to have more forgiveness than like.  The opposite of love is indifference, not hate.  

For example: If you love people you care if they have food.  If you don’t have love it can mean 

you are indifferent to their needs.  We probably hate very few things but are indifferent to a lot of 

things.  

2.  Is it easier to show God’s love to those we like?  Oh yes.  It is easier to expect recognition or 

a reward from them, too.  Maybe we expect a reward for loving others.  If someone doesn’t do 

something the way we would, it can be hard to like them.  Jesus keeps reaching out no matter 

what.  

3.  Do we need to like others in order to show God’s love?  We should be sincere in what we do.  

It can be hard when we don’t like others.  Jesus likes and loves us.  Is loving about what we do 

or is it more important what the other person gets/experiences from what we do?  We are shar-

ing Christ’s love, not our love.  It isn’t our job to make others feel anything or be appreciative.  

We don’t always show appreciation to God or each other.  We should do it because we can, with 

no expectations.  We have no control over how someone responds or uses the gift.  How the gift 

is used is up to the  person.  Our call is to give God’s love.  Sin can creep in, such as in feelings 

of frustration about how someone does or doesn’t respond to the gift.  We shouldn’t be looking 

for the reward.  

4. Jesus said, “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Mat-

thew 5:44 NRSV.  Who are our enemies?  There are people who create drama or are antagonis-

tic.  Strife is the enemy.  The “enemy” probably has something going on causing them to lash 

out.  The enemy is anything that can pull us away from God.   

5. How can we take steps to show love to those we don’t like?  Patience, tolerance, strive to un-

derstand them, meeting needs/assessing needs (may take some digging.)  People don’t always 

want to take the time.  Love and responsibility are very close.  How we respond is important in 

showing God’s love.  Sometimes “tough love” may be needed (such as with children).  When we 

feel “walked on” it can be hard.  Remember that Jesus meets people where they are and so 

should we.  
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March 2019 

Date Set up Clean up 

May  5 Tamara Tamara 

May 12 MaryLee Mary 

May 19 Jeanne Tiffany 

May 26 Tamara Tamara 
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Reminder: Deadline for June newsletter is May 22nd!!! 

Serving in May 
SERVING 

ST PAUL 

May 

2019 

 

LAY ASSIS-

TANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

5
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

C. Gillen 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

L. Springer 

B. Graham 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Woodruff 

B. Shockley 

12
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

G. Grosso 

 

B. Martin 

S. Gabbert 

V. Sandolfini 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Naumann 

 

B. Graham 

M. Boroff 

19
th

 

7:00 PM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

T. Potter 

 

A. Peters 

C. Gillen 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

E. & C. Melby 

 

Ohlinger 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

M. Suder 

26
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Sampson 

 

M. Kirkpatrick 

 

R. Sampson 

S. Gabbert 

V. Sandolfini 

 

S. McEwuen 

P. Smith 

 

Metzger 

 

J. Bouquot 

J. Sandolfini 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What 

is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time  of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of 

our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Chris Lotspeich       Illness 
Jason Campbell       Cancer 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Rennay Worden     Illness 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
David McDonald     Cancer 
Sherry Fox      Physical therapy 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Rick Dalzot      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Heidi Metheny      Illness 
Donna Anthony     Broken leg 
Sara Bishop      Illness 
Jim Milburn      Cancer 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 



May 2019  Page 13 

 

Calendar for 

May 
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