
VII. The Church 
   Our churches also teach that one holy Church is to continue 
forever.  The Church is the assembly of Saints in which the 
Gospel is taught purely and the Sacraments are administered 
rightly.  For the true Unity of the Church, it is enough to agree 
concerning the teaching of the Gospel and the administration 

of the Sacraments.  It is not necessary that human traditions or rites and ceremonies, instituted by 
men, should be alike, everywhere.  It is as Paul says, “One faith, one Baptism, one God and Father 
of all…” 
 

VIII. What is the Church? 
   Properly speaking, the Church is the assembly of Saints and true believers.  However, since in 
this life many hypocrites and evil people are mingled with believers, it is allowable to use the Sacra-
ments even when they are administered by evil men, according to the saying of Christ, “The Scribes 
and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat.” (Mt. 23:2)  Both the Sacraments and the Word are effectual 
by reason of the institution and Commandment of Christ, even if they are administered by evil 
men…. 

--The Augsburg Confession 
 

   In the words of the Nicene Creed, we confess that we believe in “…The one, holy, catholic, and 

apostolic Church…”  And yet, throughout history, this one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church has 

been bedeviled by schism (visible breaks in fellowship) and rent by heresy (erroneous teaching).  In 

fact, there are moments in which, while confessing the Nicene Creed, I wonder how seriously “I” ac-

tually “believe” the claim of this Church, which is “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.” One response 

to these words is reductionistic and sectarian in nature; to reduce “the Church” to its smallest and 

most isolated unit—a single congregation or fellowship perhaps—that seeks to preserve the “holy, 

catholic, and apostolic” teaching and characteristics of “The Church” most purely over-and-against 

every other body.  But another response is aspirational and catholic; to see the “one-ness” of the 

Church existing even when it appears to the naked eye to be broken.  This catholic (universal) aspi-

ration sees the True Church as persisting beyond divisions in time, geography, and even tradition 

and denomination—not “over-and-against” other believers, but IN-AND-THROUGH other believers.  

This is not “diversity” for diversity’s sake, but rather a vision of the Church that directs us to the 

Transcendence of Christ Jesus. 

   A concrete example of this catholic conviction is that we belong to a national church—The Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  The ELCA was formed in 1986—1987 by a merger 

process between the Lutheran Church in America (LCA), the American Lutheran Church   
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(ALC), and the American Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC).  The “merger” (the official lan-

guage at the time was “A New Lutheran Church”) was the culmination of other mergers over the 

years that saw smaller Lutheran churches—often organized around ethnic identities—coming to-

gether to form larger bodies.  These churches saw a catholic imperative pulling them together; they 

had striven to use common worship forms (ultimately the Lutheran Book of Worship), they had 

striven to coordinate mission starts (which had culminated in the Lutheran Council of the United 

States (LCUSA), and they had striven ultimately to “be one church.”  In the heady ecumenical days 

of the 1970’s and 80’s, “one Lutheran Church” seemed to be within grasp; there were even hopes 

to see a “Reconciled Church of the West” within our lifetime.  Sadly, the old tormentors of schism 

and heresy continue to bedevil and rend us asunder. 

   The ELCA is composed of 9,163 congregations, across 65 Synods, in the territories of the United 

States of America.  It is a “National” church; the decision not to be “International” in scope was in-

tentional, allowing the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC), for instance, their own 

sovereignty.  Reflective of the structure of its constitutive Synods, the ELCA is governed by a Pre-

siding Bishop—who is a Pastor of the Church, a Vice President who is a lay-person, and a Church-

wide Council who are elected from across the Synods.  Every three (3) years (it used to be every 2 

years), a Churchwide Assembly (CWA) is called to debate issues of policy and direction and elect 

officers.  (This summer, the CWA will be held in Milwaukee, WI, August 5—10… If you would like to 

attend as a Visitor or as a Volunteer, you can contact Bishop Riegel or the Synod Office.)  Cur-

rently, the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA is The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton; she is the fourth person to 

hold the Office since 1987.  (The others were The Rev. Herbert Chilstrom, The Rev. Dr. H. George 

Anderson, and The Rev. Mark Hanson.)  One of the tasks of this Churchwide Assembly will be the 

election of a Presiding Bishop. 

   The Churchwide Assembly also debates and approves “Social Statements” which are “teaching 

documents” on issues facing Lutherans.  This CWA will be deliberating a Social Statement on 

“Women and Justice.”  Other Social Statements include “Abortion” (1991), “The Church and Soci-

ety” (1991), “Capital Punishment,” (1991) “Caring for Creation” (1993), “Race, Ethnicity, and Cul-

ture” (1993), “Peace” (1995), “Economic Life” (1999), “Health and Health Care” (2003), 

“Education” (2007), “Human Sexuality” (2009), “Genetics” (2011), and “The Church and Criminal 

Justice” (2013).  These Social Statements are intended to educate the Faithful, guide the ELCA’s 

policies and advocacy, and spur discussion and moral deliberation among Lutherans.  (A later arti-

cle will delve into more detail on this unit.)   

   The ELCA also supports activities that local congregations and Synods may not be able to.  His-

torically global (international) Mission was a place that a “National church” could more effectively 

fund and coordinate, and so Global Missions remain an emphasis for the ELCA.  Coordinating 

events like National Youth Gatherings are massive and trans-Synodical in nature and also are im-

portant for the ELCA.  And finally, as part of the catholic vision, the ELCA in is conversation with 

other Lutherans world-wide (through the Lutheran World Federation) and with other Christians 

through various ecumenical ventures.  In the months to come, we’ll look at these in more detail. 

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my   

family, you did it to me.”             

Matthew 25:40b (NRSV) 

We continue to highlight the ways in which 

St. Paul Lutheran Church serves the larger 

community. This month, we look at the 

Piece Makers. 

In 2003, Marcia Groce (who now lives in Erie, PA) 
was doing some sewing at the church one day a 
week. Churchwide Assembly was coming up in 
the summer of 2003.  The assembly hall was large 
and had many hard surfaces.  Congregations 

were asked to donate quilts to be hung on the walls to lessen the noise.  Art quilts were to be auc-
tioned off to raise money for LWR, and utility quilts were to be donated to LWR.  Roberta Dean, 
Scottie Sneckenberger, and Marcia together created a quilt for the Assembly.  In 2005, quilts were 
again requested for Churchwide Assembly.  Joined by Renate Strakal and Helen Goryance, the 
group was able to complete two quilts. Helen was a veteran of two groups in Minnesota churches 
that had made mission quilts for Lutheran World Relief, and she suggested that St. Paul do this. 
Renate researched the internet and learned information on starting a mission quilting group.  They 
called themselves the Peacemakers (at some point it was changed to Piecemakers). 
 
Renate also made announcements to the congregation asking for workers and material.  They 
were starting with almost nothing, not even a sewing needle, let alone fabric, batting, thread, or a 
sewing machine. Someone offered to buy a sewing machine, and Renate tried one out at a local 
shop.  The Piecemakers still have this wonderful machine, which Linda Ross uses every week to 
hem the thick quilts. Donations and gifts of money started to come in, and donations continue to 
this day, appearing whenever we have a need.  Women (and men) began to volunteer their time. 
 
Renate says, “The Lord has blessed our mission from day one and continues to do so.”  Lots of 
prayers continue, asking the Lord to always be with us and make us cheerful workers for his king-
dom. Although some workers have come and gone, the mission grew and continues to grow. We 
were particularly blessed when Mrs. Joann Failinger of Wisconsin worshiped as a visitor one Sun-
day.  Since then she has made and sent us many quilt tops, ready for quilting. In the last twelve 
years we have sent over a thousand quilts to Lutheran World Relief. We are fortunate to have a 
few experienced quilters in our group, but some helpers come without any experience and learn 
and find that there is work for all abilities. We continue to seek and welcome new members. Most 
of the quilts we make go to LWR, but quilts have gone to West Virginia Children’s Hospital, the 
Veteran’s Hospital, and to local people of need. Lap quilts are given to those who are hospitalized 
or homebound, and it is our pleasure to give quilts to newly baptized members as a welcome and 
remembrance of the need to serve others.  
 
St. Paul Church community members have continually supported our mission. We know you will 
keep us in your prayers and are ever thankful for your help. For health reasons Renate has turned 
over most leadership responsibilities to Mary Haas, but every one of our ladies is a leader.  We 
also welcome gentlemen to our mission! 
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Lay Assistants for Lenten Vespers 

April 3
rd

 Jeanne Lemasters 

April 10
th
 Sylvia McEwuen 

Sponsors for Lenten Soup and Bread Suppers 

April 3
rd

 Lutheran Men in Mission 

April 10
th
 Piecemakers/WELCA 

Monday through Saturday in lent   
Matins (Morning Prayer) at 8:30 AM 

Sext (Noon Prayer) at noon 

Wednesdays in lent 
Private confession/prayer with the pastor is available 

 4:30-6:00 PM and by appointment 

Soup and bread supper 6:00 PM in the fellowship hall 

Vespers (Evening Prayer) 7:00 PM 

Palm Sunday — Sunday School               9:00 AM 

 Worship service    10:00 AM 

Monday—Saturday — Matins at 8:30 AM and 

 Sext at 12:00 PM 

Tuesday — Chrism Mass    11:00 AM 

Wednesday — Tenebrae   7:00 PM 

Thursday — Mass with washing of feet   7:00 PM 

Friday — Good Friday service           7:00 PM 

Saturday — Children’s event                1:00 PM 

Easter Sunday  — Matins           7:30 AM 

 Breakfast              8:30-9:30 AM 

 Festival mass          10:00 AM 

        

April 14-21, 2019 
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Reminder: Deadline for May newsletter is April 23rd!!! 

For Graduates 

Do you know of someone graduating in May or June?  

Please let us know so that we may recognize them af-

ter worship on May 19th. High school and up only, 

please. 

Huber Scholarship 

The Huber Scholarship, given by the Huber family in memory of Jennifer Huber, is 

awarded to a high school senior who has been active at St. Paul. Interested 

graduates should submit a brief essay describing their 

activities and faith life at our church and how they hope 

to apply their faith to their journey in college.  Essays 

should be submitted to the pastor. See Pastor Jerry or 

Steve Gabbert with questions. 
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EASTER FOOD BASKETS 

 Our Goal – 35 Baskets  

for Rock Forge Food Pantry. Each basket contains a com-

plete Easter meal and more. 

 

Three ways you can help: 

1. Donate purchased food 

2. Donate money 

3.  Donate time 

 

We need 35 or more of each item listed 

Item:    Minimum Amount: 

Potatoes   1 box of instant  
Dressing   1 box  
Dinner Rolls   1 dozen 
Noodles   1 large bag      
Green beans   2 cans (70 or more total)    
Carrots   2 cans (70 or more total)    
Corn    2 cans (70 or more total)    
Applesauce   1 small jar       
Gravy    1 or 2 jars      
Peanut butter  1 small jar 
Jelly    1 small jar 
Rice side dish  1 bag or box 
Drink packets (KoolAid)   2 packets 
Mac and cheese  1 box 
Soup starter    1 bag 
Easter candy   1 bag 
Dessert   cookie or brownie mix 
Kroger/Giant gift cards $15 each 

Pleases bring donated items to the church. We will assemble the baskets on Sunday, April 14
th
, 

and deliver on Monday, April 15
th
.  

Please let us know if you can assist with delivery on Monday. 

If you would like to donate money please write “food baskets” on the memo line and place it in 

the offering plate. The people at Rock Forge are tell us that words cannot express their appre-

ciation for our donations.  Your help will make a family’s Easter more joyful!! 

For more information, contact Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com) or the church office 

(office@stpaulmorgantown.org -- 304-599-0620). 

mailto:dave.stiles@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpaulmorgantown.org
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EASTER SUNDAY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

April 21
st
, 2019 

 

Easter Continental Breakfast 

8:30—9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Come and visit together and enjoy light breakfast foods. 

 Please use the signup sheets in the narthex to volunteer 

to bring food items or for set up, serving, and clean up. 

Holy Saturday              

 CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

and EASTER EGG HUNT 

April 20
th
, 2019, 1-3 pm 

 

For all preschool and elementary children 

 

 A light snack will be provided. Please wear play clothes and bring a basket. 

Donations of hard-boiled eggs are requested and greatly appreciated! 

Please email Tamara Riegel at teriegel@yahoo.com or call the church office at 304-599-0620 

with questions or if you would like to donate eggs. Thank you! 

Thanks to a bequest by Mary Rancinger, longtime first grade teacher in Mononga-

lia County, St. Paul is able to  offer scholarships for half the cost of Camp Luther, 

June 16-22, 2019. Copies of the Camp Luther scholarship form and the Camp Lu-

ther registration form are available at the church.   

Campers should complete the scholarship form on their 

own. 

Return the scholarship form, the Camp Luther registra-

tion forms, and your half of the fee (check for $107.50 

made out to Camp Luther) to the Church Office by April 

22, 2019.  Pastor Kliner will sign all forms, one scholarship payment will be made 

for all registrants, and all registrations will be mailed together. 
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News from Council 

Due to the office schedule, the newsletter was published be-
fore Council met on March 21

st
. 

 

Sunday School    April 14
th     

9 AM 

We have classes for elementary through 12
th
 grade 

on the “Second Sunday” of the month.  Mark your 

calendars! 

High School in the downstairs youth room, taught by 

Aaron Metzger 

Middle School: There will be NO Middle School class 

on the 14
th
. 

Elementary School in the Fellowship Hall, taught by Tamara Riegel 

Adult class in the lounge 

Discussion group for all ages in the library at  9:15 AM 

WV-WMD Synod Assembly 2019 

  

 … will be held May 31—June 1 in Wheeling, WV. 

The  primary focus of the assembly will be financial 

matters of the Synod. Each congregation must 

choose one male and one female as lay voting mem-

bers. If you would like to be considered for one of 

these positions, please notify a council member or 

the church office (304-599-0620).   
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“Second Sunday” Sunday School – Summary of March 10, 2019 Session 
We say it every Sunday but what does it really mean? 

Discussion Group Notes – Topic – “To love others” 
 

When we say the mission statement, we say 
“Sent by the Holy Spirit to love others” 

1. What is/are the message(s) we are told to take to people?  Love one another and to preach 

the gospel.  Also, forgiveness, inclusion, being kind, respectful and appropriate.  How we ap-

proach life matters.  We have a “how to” guide about loving others.  Jesus met people where 

they were.  He met the adulteress where she was.  He met Mary and Martha where they were in 

their grief when Lazarus had died.  One was strong and the other was weepy.  A few scripture 

passages:  John 13:34-35; Romans 12:9-21; Mark 16:15; John 3:16   

2.  Who are “others”?   Everyone.  Family, friends, neighbors, strangers, people in our town, 

state, in Government, other political views, other religions.  

Being self-aware can help us be the best we can be to know how to approach a situation.  What 

does the person need?  Be the listener and not a taker.  The “other” person may not know what 

they need.  Individually, we do not possess the qualities in the verses above, but together we do 

have these qualities and abilities.    

3.  Our mission statement includes the words “sent by the Holy Spirit to love others”.   If we 

preach the gospel to everyone we meet, how do you think people would respond?  Why is the 

message not “good news” to some people?   We are in different places in life.  Different upbring-

ing, different life circumstances, different history with Christians/God.  Quoting scripture may be 

over the head of someone with no prior knowledge or it may sound haughty.  It can come across 

as a lecture to some. Conversation can be intimidating for us and for others.  The message may 

be “out there” to someone with no prior knowledge of scripture.  We need to learn how to ap-

proach situations to help a person not shut down to the message.  

4. How might this be different if we live the message “love others” instead of saying the 
words?  People may be drawn in to hear the message of the gospel by our acts of love towards 
others.  Practice the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness and self-control; praying, and recognizing the Spiritual gifts we can use in our church and 
world.  Exhibit a calm life, show kindness, pray that the Holy Spirit works upon them to help them 
understand the seeds that are planted.  We have to be patient.  While we may feel fear of screw-
ing it up and think “don’t send me”, we are all called to love others and each of us has something 
to contribute.  Be the example.  Plant seeds of hope and God’s Grace.  

Special Sunday discussion — Sunday March 24, 2019, 9:15 AM—More on “to love others” 

Second Sunday April 12, 2019, 9:15 AM—“as Christ loved us” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A34-35&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16:15&version=NIV
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February 2019 

Date Set up Clean up 

April 7 Jeanne Jeanne 

April 14 MaryLee  Mary 

April 18 (Maundy Thursday) Jeanne  Jeanne 

April 21 (Easter) Tamara Mary 

April 28 MaryLee Tiffany 
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Serving in April 

SERVING 

ST PAUL 

April 

2019 

 

LAY ASSIS-

TANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

7
th

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

S. McEwuen 

K. Powell 

 

Naumann 

 

S. Woodruff 

E. Stiles 

14
th

 

10:00 AM 

Palm 

Sunday 

 

M. Haas 

 

A. Metzger 

 

R. Sampson 

K. Smith 

A. & S. Peters 

 

D. Custer 

K. Powell 

 

Ohlinger 

 

W. Graham 

S. Gabbert 

18
th

 

7:00 PM 

Maundy 

Thursday 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

E. Melby 

 

S. Gabbert 

V. Sandolfini 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

***** 

 

***** 

19
th 

7:00 PM 

Good   

Friday 

 

M. Sampson 

 

R. Sampson 

 

***** 

 

L. Springer 

P. Smith 

 

***** 

 

D. Stiles 

L. Springer 

21
st 

10:00 AM 

Easter 

Sunday 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

K. Smith 

S. Gabbert 

J. & M. Kliner 

 

W. Graham 

A. Metzger 

 

***** 

 

K. Powell 

J. Sandolfini 

A. Metzger 

28
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

 

A. Peters 

V. Sandolfini 

R. & N. 

Sampson 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

Metzger 

 

C. Toffle 

M. Boroff 
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Com-

mandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God.  What 

is this?  Answer:  We  are to fear and love God, so that we do not 

curse, swear, practice magic, lie,  or deceive using God’s name, 

but instead use that very name in every time  of need to call on, 

pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command 

to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of 

our congregation’s worship. 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Chris Lotspeich       Illness 
Jason Campbell       Cancer 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Brent Berardi      Illness 
Sandra Perrine     Serious injury 
Rennay Worden     Illness 
Laura Cummingham     Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Jan Baniak      Illness 
Gianna Torres      Illness 
Stephanie Torres     Illness 
Dax Brecht      Personal difficulties 
Dorothy Mattox     Illness 
John Walters      Pneumonia 
David McDonald     Cancer 
Sherry Fox      Recovery from surgery 
Ethan Rutherford     Illness 
Keith Ridgway      Cancer 
Rick Dalzot      Cancer 
Judy Suder      Recovery from surgery 
Heidi Metheny      Illness 
Donna Anthony     Broken leg 
Sara Bishop      Illness 
 
Liz Twiggar      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Virginia Harris      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Anne Weinert      Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Military active duty           
Brian Fox        Military active duty 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
Jeannine Daley 
Helen Goryance 
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Calendar for 

April 
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