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VII. The Church
Our churches teach that one holy Church is to continue
forever. The Church is the assembly of Saints in which the
Gospel is taught purely and the Sacraments are administered
rightly. For the true unity of the Church it is enough to agree
concerning the teaching of the Gospel and the administering
of the Sacraments. It is not necessary that human traditions
or rites and ceremonies, instituted by men, should be alike everywhere. It is, as Paul says, “One
Faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,” (Ephesians 4:5,6)
VIII. What is the Church?
Properly speaking, the Church is the assembly of saints and true believers. However, since in
this life many hypocrites and evil persons are mingled with believers, it is allowable to use the Sacraments even when they are administered by evil men, according to the saying of Christ, “The
scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat...” (Matthew 23:2). Both the Sacraments and the
Word are effectual by reason of the institution and the commandment of Christ, even if they are
administered by evil men.
Our churches condemn the Donatists and others like them who have denied the ministry of evil
men may be used in the Church and who have thought the ministry of evil men to be unprofitable
and without effect.
--The Augsburg Confession
No Pastor is perfect, nor can any single Pastor possibly fulfill our Ordination Vows perfectly.
We—each individual Pastor—have our own strengths and weaknesses, we each have our own interests and passions, we each have our own “baggage” that we deal with. One of my particular
weaknesses has to do with “relating” to the mission and work of the “wider church.” I am aware of
this particular weakness and my “baggage” that I
have to work through in this regard. Part of that
“baggage” is that all too often I find myself…
unhappy…with how “this church” (as the ELCA
refers to herself in her constitution) conducts our
business. Another part of my “baggage” is that all
too often the ELCA wants a “Public Relations
Spin” as opposed to true commitment—a commitment that may actually lead us to question what is
going on—to the “work of the wider Church.” The
job of being a faithful Pastor, as I understand it, is
to offer the best and fullest use of my talents to
this task, which means that sometimes I will
Henry Siddons Mowbray ca. 1915; public domain
speak well of “this church” when she does well, but
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also offer critique when she does not.
In response to my weakness around “relating” the work of the ELCA to the congregation of Saint
Paul Lutheran Church, I have decided to take a whole year to explore this intriguing relationship.
On the surface it sounds straightforward enough: we (Saint Paul) belong to the West Virginia—
Western Maryland Synod, which belongs to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). The ELCA currently describes herself as “a church of about 4 million members…” (ELCA
Website, ELCA.org) that was formed in 1986 by a merger of three, main American Lutheran bodies—the Lutheran Church in America (LCA), The American Lutheran Church (ALC), and the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC). The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
consists of 65, smaller units—called Synods—which are geographic subunits of the United States
(and US territories in the Caribbean). The ELCA was formed as a “National Church”; her ecclesiastical boundaries are contiguous with the United States of America. The ELCA is governed by a
Presiding Bishop—The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton currently serves this role—and a “Churchwide
Council,” and gathers (now) every three years for a jurisdictional, deliberative convention called the
“Churchwide Assembly” (CWA) which deals with matters of policy and the election of officers.
Each of the individual Synods are likewise overseen by a Synodical Bishop—The Rev. Matthew
Riegel currently serves as the Bishop for the West Virginia—Western Maryland Synod—a “Synod
Council,” and gathers at least annually for a “Synod Assembly” which gathers “voting members”
from each congregation in the Synod to deliberate policy and elect officers.
But this bare description does not get to the deeper questions. The ELCA describes herself as
“church in three expressions”—the individual congregation, the Synod, and the National church.
The congregation IS fully “church,” the Synod IS fully “church,” the ELCA IS fully “church.” (FWIW,
I dislike using “church” as a verb or as an indefinite article…but this is how the ELCA uses the
phrase.) What is meant by this? The congregation is fully, and completely [the] Church, the
“assembly of saints and true believers.” In the ELCA’s polity and history, the local congregation is
the base unit of “church”; the local congregation holds all deeds and debts, the local congregation
calls the Pastor, and ultimately terminates that relationship. It is a “bottom-up” construction.
These congregations then constitute a Synod, which also is an expression of “church.” The
Synod, made up from the congregations elect a Bishop and nominally governs itself; the Synod
can direct congregations but can also send direction to the National Church. In theory, it’s the congregations that direct the Synod. The Synods then direct the National Church, the ELCA. It is the
Synods—composed of congregations—that send “voting members” to the Churchwide Assembly
(CWA). The Synods send along money from congregations to the ELCA for the ELCA’s budget.
The Churchwide structure then directs Synods, which then directs congregations, of what to do. In
theory—and in perfect practice—it is a model of Interdependence and Interaction.
But why? Why define “this church” in this way? Not to belabor a point, but there are other ways
that churches have defined themselves. Some define the relationship between “Mother Church”
and their parishes from the “Top—down,” beginning with the top level and running authority and
doctrine down to the lowest level of “the Church”: from a Pontiff to the Archbishops to Bishops to
Priests to Parish to the Family and the individual. Others define the Church in purely congregational terms: the Church IS the local assembly, anything higher than that is purely accidental. Part
of the answer of why the ELCA is structured the way she is lays in history: we are made up of
strands of churches who defined themselves in terms of hierarchy and others who defined themselves in terms of congregational polity and, in defining the ELCA, compromise was sought. But a
larger answer can be found in the Augsburg Confession. When Luther and Melanchthon speak of
the Church, they do not do so in terms of a human institution. The Church need not “look like” any
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specific human structure for validity. Instead, the Church IS where the Gospel is “taught in its purity” and where the Sacraments are “rightly administered.” This is why, when we gather “as
Synod,” we have a Mass (a “worship service with Holy Communion”). It is why worship is at the
core of the Churchwide Assembly (CWA). But in similar thought we realize that the individual congregation is also not the sole expression of the Church; the Church transcends individual congregations. So we are never content with a simple reductionistic principle of “all I need for ‘church’ is
my local congregation,” because the Gospel is proclaimed in its purity in other congregations and
likewise the Sacraments are rightly administered elsewhere as well. And the Church is, as the
Augsburg Confession says, is the assembly of the faithful and true believers everywhere.
The study of “the Church” is called Ecclesiology, and broaches these questions and dilemmas.
In some ways, Lutherans have had poorly realized and poorly executed ecclesiologies over the
years. The ELCA falls into this trap…but every other Lutheran church does as well. We simply do
not have a single ecclesial principle that defines us beyond the Gospel being proclaimed in its purity and the Sacraments rightly administered. And even these two seemingly simple goals have
proven elusive over the years. But the actual structure of “this church” has largely been a matter of
utility to the Word and the Sacraments rather than the other way around.
In the subsequent articles, we’ll look more closely at the “work of this church” both in terms of the
Synod we participate in and the ELCA. We’ll look at some of the particular work both the Synod
and the ELCA engage in. We’ll lift up that which “this church” does well and maybe look with a
critical eye as to what may “be done better.” But hopefully, at the end of this year, we will both
know more fully what we are part of.
Pax Christi;
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

The Annual Meeting of the
Congregation is scheduled for
Sunday, January 27th, immediately following worship.
Snow date is February 3rd.
Committee chairs: please submit your
reports to the office by January 14th
Thank you to everyone who helped with the
Christmas baskets.
We were able to donate 35 full meals and about 8
cases of extra food!
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Sunday School
January 13th
9 AM—Elementary and Middle School will be rehearsing for the Christmas program
We have classes for elementary through 12th grade on
the “Second Sunday” of the month. Mark your calendars!
January 13th ; February 10th; March 10th
High School in the downstairs youth room, taught by Aaron Metzger
Middle School in the middle upstairs room, taught by Mary Boroff
Elementary School in the Fellowship Hall, taught by Tamara Riegel
Adult class in the lounge
Discussion group for all ages in the library, 9:15 and 11:20
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Children’s Christmas program, December 16th.

Readers were Harrison Gillen,
James Kliner, Michael Kliner,
Ben Martin, and Vinny
Sandolfini

Sophia Nother, Zara Ohlinger, Shelby Sandolfini, Naomi Sandolfini,
Eli Naumann, and Hunter Gillen
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From the Piece Makers
The Piece Makers ended 2018 with a celebration for accomplishments and thankfulness for our friendships. We shipped a record
number of quilts to Lutheran World Relief in 2018 and also gave
quilts to the WVU Children’s Hospital and donated 25 quilts to the
rehabilitation center when Helen is currently receiving assistance
after her fall. None of these acts could have been accomplished
without the assistance and encouragement of the members of St.
Paul. Thank you for your 2018 gifts of fabrics, sheets, money including support of our fund raiser.
In December we received fabric donations from Carol Henry and
quilt tops from Jo Ann Failinger. Thank you very much as these gifts will be used when we return
to work following the holiday season on Friday January 4, 2019 from 10-2. We invite you to join us
in 2019.

News from Council
Council was scheduled to meet Thursday, December 20th.
Because of the Christmas holidays, the newsletter was published before the minutes were received.

The new FLOWER CHART for 2019 is posted.
Please choose a Sunday when you would like to
place flowers on the altar. We will order the flowers
for you, and you will be sent a bill from the florist.
Please let the office know if you would like a particular
type or color of flower. This is a wonderful way to remember someone special, celebrate a special occasion, or just to the Glory of God. If you have any
questions, please call the church office.
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November 2018

Date

Set up

Clean up

January 6

Tamara

Tiffany

January 13

MaryLee

Gretchen

January 20

Jeanne

Jeanne

January 27

Tamara

Tamara
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“Second Sunday” Sunday School – Summary
of December 9, 2018 Session
We say it every Sunday but what does it really
mean?
Discussion Group Notes – Topic – “Called”
When we say the mission statement, we say “We are children of God, called...”
1. What does it mean to you to be “called”?
A connection is made for communication. Direct voice, phone, Skype, a “push” toward something.
2. How can this communication break down or not be received?
Technology breakdown, too busy or distracted to take the call, too much noise to hear the
caller may lead us to misunderstand the message. Radio communication similarities – not on
the right frequency so we don’t get the message, static, crosstalk. May not be ready to receive
the message, still small voice is hard to hear.
3. In what ways has God called to or spoken to his children through the ages?
God’s direct voice/being present, burning bush, through angels, through prophets, through his
teachings, through the Holy Spirit, still small voice
4. How does God “call” us today?
Some evangelists say, “God spoke to me”. Sometimes we sense that we should do or say
something. These thoughts may happen several times or we may have other confirming
thoughts or situations that lead us to do or say something. This led to a discussion of how we
discern if the voice or nudge is really from God. We can know by our faith. It is good to have
questions to help us discern. Our congregation tends to seek academic understanding/use
reasoning to help us discern God’s voice. Other congregations may be more “feelings-based”.
No one approach fits all. Jesus taught us to question. Questioning is good to make faith your
own beliefs and not just “habit”. We may become passionate about what we are doing through
this process.
5. What are barriers for receiving this call?
Unwilling to receive the message, distractions, too busy to listen. Does sin keep us from doing
things? We may not see any results from our actions which runs counter to our culture today
of “instant gratification”.
6. What can we do to better receive the call?
Contemplative time, open mind, read the Bible, devotionals, be intentional or mindful in our listening. The sheep know the shepherd’s voice. Be still and know that I am God. Sharing these
discussions with more people in our congregation may be helpful us all.

Next discussion group – Sunday January 13, 2019 - ALL ages welcome!
9:15am. Topic: the word “Sent”
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Serving in January
SERVING
ST PAUL
January

LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

D. Borrelli

S. McEwuen

H. & C. Gillen

C. & E. Melby

Metzger

S. Woodruff

2019

6th
10:00 AM

J. & M. Kliner

Epiphany
of our
Lord

M. Ferer

13th
10:00 AM

S. McEwuen

M. Kirkpatrick

Baptism of
our Lord

S. Gabbert

D. Custer

R. Shockley

B. Graham

A. Peters

S. Price
N. Atwell

B. Martin
V. Sandolfini

20th
10:00 AM

M. Sampson

J. Lemasters

R. Sampson

K. Powell

A. Peters

A. Metzger

K. Smith

S. McEwuen

V. Sandolfini

P. Smith

Ohlinger

D. Stiles
G. Endres

27th
10:00 AM

M. Haas

T. Potter

Naumann

S. Kirkpatrick
B. Shockley

The church office will be closed December 25—January 1.
Pastor Jerry is always available for emergencies via his
cell phone, 304-926-4752.
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In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God. What is
this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse,
swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead
use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise,
and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s
name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the
midst of our congregation’s worship.
Person for whom we intercede:
Linda Kleeb
Barbara Ambrose
Greg Baniak
Michael Frownfelter
Steve Game
Chris Lotspeich
Jason Campbell
Sandra Moherman
Brent Berardi
Sandra Perrine
Rennay Worden
Laura Cummingham
Amy Cartwright
Jan Baniak
Gianna Torres
Stephanie Torres
Cora Yoder
Robert Meyer
Dax Brecht
Roger Toffle
Dorothy Mattox
John Walters
David McDonald

For what we are praying:
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Falls
Illness
Serious injury
Illness
Illness
Surgery
Illness
Illness
Illness
Awaiting test results
Illness
Personal difficulties
Recovery from surgery
Illness
Pneumonia
Surgery

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Grant Speer

Stationed in VA
Stationed in VA
Deployed in Kuwait

Allen Daugherty

Comfort in grief to family and friends

Wilma Chisler
Victoria Sickles
Lee Paulson
Clara Hunt
Kay Vandenbosche
Jim Tucker
Jeannine Daley
Helen Goryance
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Reminder: Deadline for February newsletter is January 24th!!!
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