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“Learn first to acquire the power of prayer and you will eas-
ily practice all the other virtues. But those who know little of 
this from practical experience and the profoundest teach-
ing of the holy Fathers have no clear knowledge of it and 
speak of it but little." 

(The Way of A Pilgrim) 

 

   While we’re on the topic of “Praying with Beads,” it is worth taking a moment to look at the 
practice of the (Eastern) Orthodox who use strings of beads in various different lengths to facili-
tate the “Jesus Prayer.”  This ancient prayer—“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner!”—has several biblical antecedents, including Psalm 51, the “Prayer of the penitent 
tax collector in the Temple,” (Luke 18), the “Confession of Saint Peter” (Matthew 16, Mark 8, 
Luke 9), and the “Confession of Saint Martha and Mary of Bethany” (John 11).  This ancient 
Prayer was repeated in a cycle, with the ultimate intention of the “doer” to be able to repeat the 
prayer without ceasing, thereby fulfilling Saint Paul’s urging to “Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5) 

   The major difference between the Orthodox “Prayer Rope” and the Western “Rosary Beads” is 
that the Orthodox rope usually forms a “ring,” whereas the (Western) “Rosary” usually has a 
length with a Crucifix and several beads that “leads” into, and back out of, the center cycle (or 
ring) of Prayers.  You may also find ropes with varying numbers of beads (or knots) in the Ortho-
dox traditions: 10 (in a small ring), 30 or 33 (symbolizing the years of our Lord’s life), 50 (similar 
to a “standard” Rosary cycle) or even 100.  Typically, the Orthodox Prayer Rope (or beads) will 
be held in the “left” hand, allowing the right hand free movement to make the sign of the cross.  
Like the Rosary, the cycle of 50 was originally used to help count the Psalms; three cycles of 50 
for all 150 Psalms, which would have been recited at least daily.  The Desert Father, Saint An-
thony the Great (not to be confused with the Western Saint Anthony of Padua), reported that 
every day he would pray and tie a knot in a cord for each prayer, but every night the devil would 
come and undo the knots, which taught him the need to pray earnestly daily. 

   As desert monasticism flourished, the custom became widespread among the Desert Fathers 
to pray 150 repetitions of “The Jesus Prayer” before the first, regular office of the day.  The 
beads facilitated that.  Older, venerated monks would teach this lesson to those seeking to be 
monks as primary: Pray.  Prayer was to be “the very first” act of the day; upon waking one was to 
pray before anything else.  So important was prayer that it became the very rhythm of the day; 
monks carried the beads everywhere they went, counting the prayers as they went about their  
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daily tasks: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!  Lord Jesus Christ, Son 
of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sin-
ner!   

  Among the Orthodox, “fancy” beads are discouraged.  The beads are a tool; they are meant to 
get dirty and eventually be worn out.  A “nice” set of beads, a set of beads that draws attention to 
itself, is an oxymoron.  Rather, the beads are most often plain and rugged, they should carry the 
years of sweat, strain, toil, and struggle.  Most often, the Orthodox have their beads buried with 
them. 

   As for the Jesus Prayer, it too is durable.  Some Lutherans have chosen to use it in the 
(Western, Catholic) Rosary in place of the “Hail Mary,” repeating it on the small beads in each 
decade.  It grounds the practitioner not only in the Holy Scriptures, but also in the knowledge that 
we are sinners.  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on ME, a sinner!  Here we can make 
a bridge with the second half of the “Hail Mary” that was added by Saint Peter Canisius and the 
Second Council of Trent: “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 
our death!”  [This is the part that usually makes most Protestants squirm… Pr. Jerry]  Both 
prayers acknowledge, in a way that Luther’s “Second Use of the Law” would happily affirm, that 
we are sinners in need of God’s Grace and Forgiveness.   

   Whether it be with an (Eastern) Orthodox Prayer Rope and the “Jesus Prayer,” or the 
(Western) Catholic Rosary and the “Hail Mary” and Joyous, Luminous, Sorrowful, and Glorious 
Mysteries, the same base and the same goals apply: PRAY.  Prayer is not only the vocation of 
the Desert Monk, but of the Faithful of every place and generation.  Pray.  Pray every day, for like 
Saint Anthony the Great, the devil comes and unties the knots we were so proud of and each day 
we must start over again.  Pray, using the words of the Scriptures—the words of the “Penitent 
Tax Collector,” the words of Saint Elizabeth and the Blessed Virgin, the words of Saints Peter, 
and Saint Martha, and Saint Mary of Bethany.  Wear the Beads out with your constant prayer; 
they are our tool, not a show-piece to be looked at.  As the beads click through your fingers, let 
them focus and center you on the task of prayer, let them guide you so that you can devote your 
whole attention to Prayer itself.  And, when you come to the grave, take the beads with you as a 
sign that, as they have comforted you in this life, so may they comfort you in death.  Prayer with-
out ceasing and without end indeed.     

Pax Christi; 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 

Looking for contact information — Please help! 
 

The stewardship committee is still looking for valid contact information for a number 
of individuals.  Please review the list at the end of the newsletter and help us reach 
these folks.  
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Vacation Bible School 2018 
Thanks to all who helped! 

Sunday School begins September 9
th
 

 

We will have a program for elementary through 12th grade 

at 9:00 am on the second Sunday of each month. 

Mark your calendars! 

September 9
th — 

October 14
th — 

November 11
th — 

December 9
th
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News from Council 

Council met Thursday, August 16
th
. 

Treasurer Debby Borrelli reported that our average Sunday attendance was only 65, com-

pared to an average of 78 for the previous 12 months. She noted that the average Sun-

day offering for 2018 thus far is $4,036 and we are behind expenses by more than 

$10,000 for the year, mostly because we had several high-expense items and annual 

fees to cover. This should improve considerably by the end of the year. 

Our Christian Education Committee will be holding Sunday School on the second Sunday of 

each month Teachers are now being recruited and the first event will be held on Sunday, 

Sept. 9
th
. Further announcements will be made. 

As of January 1, 2019 we will be charging for non-members to use the Church parking lot. 

Interested individuals can contact Tamara in the Church Office. New signs are already in 

place informing people about this change. 

This year’s Annual Financial meeting will be held after the Service on November 11
th
. If any 

of you have suggestions or issues relating to our budget, please contact Treasurer Debby 

Borrelli or President Steve Gabbert by mid-October. 
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 From the Piece Makers 
 The Piece Makers have many reasons to be thankful. Among our special 
reasons in August include: a donation of fabric from Grethe Myles and a 
donation of quilt tops from our friend and co-worker in Wisconsin, Jo Ann 
Failinger. We thank her and this month wish her a happy 86

th
 birthday! 

 Almost 12 years ago the Piece Makers became a part of the St. Paul 
community. According to Renate they began with nothing. “Not even a 
needle.” Since that time many people have come and gone and many oth-
ers have donated supplies and money to enable the group to make and send quilts to Lutheran 
World Relief and occasionally additional organization. Renate is fond of saying just ask God and 
some help will come. Of course, God does not spell out exactly what should be done with the gifts 
donated and talents within the group.  

 Renate helped organize the Piece Makers not because she was a seamstress but because she 
crochets. Helen, a former home economics teacher, helps solve sewing problems.  Linda and 
Diann are seamstresses who take classes to advance their skills and talents. Others have various 
talents that help collectively complete and deliver quilts and enrich our working environment. Re-
cently in organizing our supplies, we found some donations that while very nice do not exactly 
meet the needs for making quilts for LWR. Questions that need solving included: What can we 
make with these items that will help meet our goals? Will this project not take too much time from 
our mail task? Do we have enough money to purchase the batting and few specific supplies 
needed to make quilts and lap robes? 

 Therefore, the Piece Makers plan on staging a fundraiser. Starting the last Sunday in September 
and continuing thru the Month of October you may view and purchase from a variety of items in 
the upstairs lounge. Everything available is handmade with fabrics donated to or from the quilters 
and friends to help with their main mission. All proceeds from the Piece Makers’ fundraiser will be 
used to purchase needed quilting supplies. Keep the Piece Makers in mind as you consider your 
needs for the coming cooler months and for possible gifts. More details of the fundraiser will be 
forth coming. 
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Date Set up Clean up 

9/2 Jeanne Mary 

9/9 MaryLee MaryLee 

9/16 Jeanne Gretchen 

9/23 Tamara Tiffany 

9/30 MaryLee Mary 
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SERVING   

  ST. PAUL 

 SEPTEMBER 

2018 

  

LAY 

ASSIS-

TANT 

   

LECTOR 

  

ACOLYTES 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY  

  

COUNTERS 

2
nd

 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

S. 
Kirkpatrick 

 

M. Kliner 

J. Kliner 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

______ 

 

S. Woodruff 

N. Atwell 

 

9
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

J.           
Lemasters 

 

M. 
Kirkpatrick 

 

V. Sandolfini 

H. Gillen 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

Gillen 

 

C. Toffle 

J. Bouquot 

16
th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

T. Potter 

 

Kyle Smith 

B. Martin 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

Naumann 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

G. Endres 

23
rd 

10:00 AM 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

E. Melby 

 

C. Gillen 

S. Gabbert 

 

 A. Metzger 

L. Springer 

 

Ohlinger 

 

D. Stiles 

J. Sandolfini 

30
th 

10:00 AM 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

A. Metzger 

 

R. Shockley 

A. Peters 

 

B. Graham 

D. Custer 

 

 

Martin 

 

K. Powell 

A. Metzger 

Reminder:  ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned ab-
sences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office (304-599-
0620 or  office@stpaulmorgantown.org) 

Reminder: Deadline for October newsletter is September 20th!!! 

Serving in September 
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The Prayer List for St. Paul 
 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You are not to misuse the 

name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, 

practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to 

call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in every 

situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:   For what we are praying: 

Linda Kleeb      Cancer 
Barbara Ambrose     Cancer 
Greg Baniak      Cancer 
Dave Maxson     Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter     Illness 
Steve Game      Cancer 
Chris Lotspeich       Illness 
Jason Campbell       Cancer 
Mary Myers      Illness 
Adam Stiles      Life challenges 
Sandra Moherman       Falls 
Larry O’Neal      Cancer 
Steve Hockensmith     Stroke 
Cindy Lemasters     Surgery 
Brent Berardi      Illness 
Linford Moyer     Surgery 
Sandra Perrine     Serious injury 
John Rogers        Cancer 
Rennay Worden     Illness 
Katie Nerenz      Illness 
Laura Cummingham    Illness 
Amy Cartwright       Surgery 
Will Jarvis      Recovery from surgery 
Madeline Trickett     Cancer 
Greg Kullman     Illness 
Corrine Shroyer     Illness 
Mark Brazaitis and family    Illness 
Unborn baby McEwuen    Weight loss 
Hartley family     Medical issues 
Helen Goryance     Hospitalization 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick     Stationed in VA                 
Brian Fox        Stationed in VA 
Aaron Sampson     Deployed in Kuwait 
Grant Speer      Deployed in Kuwait 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Victoria Sickles 
Lee Paulson 
Clara Hunt 
Kay Vandenbosche 
Jim Tucker 
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Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Steve Gabbert 

Vice President:  Aaron Metzger 

Secretary:  Jerry Bouquot 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 

Council Members 

Gretchen Endres    Mary Ferer     Ethan Stiles 

Nancy Atwell     Brian Shockley    Jerry Bouquot  

Julie Sandolfini    Steve Gabbert    Aaron Metzger 


