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“The old woman huddled over her rosary; the beads, her
whispered prayers, clicking rhythmically through her fingers
like a clock ticking off the seconds. Reliably. Click. Click.
Click. Each bead another supplication to God…”
If there was one, almost universal tool for prayer, it would
be beads. In the Eastern Church (the “Orthodox”), they use
either a ring or a chain of Ten (or sometimes one hundred) beads to count off praying “The Jesus Prayer”—Jesus Christ, Son of [the Living] God, have mercy on me, a sinner! In the Western
Church (the “Catholic”), the sight of “Rosary Beads” is ubiquitous; a chain of Fifty beads (five,
“Decades”) that run in a circle—from and back to a central medal—and down to a Cross or Crucifix. Even among other faith traditions—Islam and some forms of Buddhism—beads, usually
on a string, are used to count and order prayers.
Prayer is a holistic exercise. It is not a “mind” thing alone; prayer involves the whole body and
senses. Beads engage the hands and our sense of touch. When we teach children to pray, we
usually command them to “fold their hands, bow their heads, and shut their eyes.” We do this to
stop them from fidgeting, and in a group to stop them from bothering their neighbor, so that they
can focus on the prayer. While there is wisdom in this advice for a two-year-old toddler, we do
grave disservice to them (and us) if we stop there. “Folding” the hands and “closing” the eyes
reduces and isolates prayer into a passive and static activity. Beads, on the other hand, suddenly engage the hands and the senses and make us active.
Beyond that, beads function as a form of calendar and calculator. It’s no coincidence that
among the oldest calculating devices is the abacus: a series of beads on a string. In like fashion the use of beads gives us a simple way to count and keep track of our prayers: ten to a decade, fifty to a rosary, etc… You don’t even have to devote any serious awareness to the counting itself, the beads walk you through it. So it is, for example, when a Penance is given, it really
is as straightforward as “Working the Beads” (as it
is colloquially known). The Beads function like a
calendar, marking out Holy Time (what we liturgists
call “Kairos” time, in place of temporal “Chronos”
time). In place of “set a timer for 15 minutes,”
Working the Beads might say “Go twice around the
Rosary…”
For those of us who are easily distracted or
highly anxious, the use of Beads can be a helpful
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tool for prayer. It allows a person to focus ON something—the beads---and to allow other distractions to go by. It also allows a sort of sanctioned “fidgeting” as opposed to “sitting still.” The
Beads are tactile and concrete. They engage not only the sense of touch, but the sense of hearing. And depending upon your discipline, each bead has a prayer attached to it; you don’t have
to grope for words, they are right there for you to use at a moment’s notice. My parents attended
the funeral of the mother of a good friend, who was a “lapsed Catholic.” They noted that, even
though she (their friend) had not attended Mass in probably 30 years, she knew all the prayers
by heart. What a wonderful blessing! This is what “Working the Beads” does; it engrains the
prayers upon our lips and fingertips and allows them to come forth without even thinking about it.
Sadly, among (we who call ourselves) Protestants, the use of Beads is much rarer. You can
find “the Beads” in some of the more traditional Episcopal Churches, but, by-and-large, the influence of John Calvin led to the wide-spread disregard of beads among Protestants. But the use
of Beads is being recovered among some traditions—Lutherans included. Next month, we’ll go
into more detail of “what” the traditional Rosary practice consists of and “how” Lutherans may
make use of “the Beads,” but suffice it to say that the use of Beads is not prohibited among Lutherans.
Should you choose to use Beads in your Prayer discipline? Maybe, maybe not. If the Beads
help you to focus and grow in your discipline of Prayer, then by all means, use them. If, on the
other hand, the Beads distract or otherwise cause obstacles, then they probably aren’t “for you.”
There is no single, complete way of prayer; the goal of these articles is to help you engage and
find a method that “works for you.” But the witness of the Faithful throughout the years and
across traditions is that the use of Beads assists the Faithful to pray. We do well to consider that
witness and not dismiss quickly.
Pax Christi;
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

Join us Wednesday, June 20th at 6 PM for the first
cookout social of the summer season. Council will be
providing hamburgers and hot dogs. Bring a side dish
and a friend for a relaxing evening of food and fellowship.

Join us on June 24th as we bless our youth and their chaperones for their journey
to the ELCA youth
gathering in Houston.
Blessing during the
service; refreshments
following.
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News from Council
Council met on Thursday, May 17th.
Treasurer Debby Borrelli reported that our average Sunday attendance was up for April: 88
compared to an average of 78 for the previous 12 months. However, the offering for last
April were $6.032 less than our expenses, mostly because we had several high expense
items to pay for. Overall for 2018, our giving is $8,622 less than our expenses.
Our Christian Education Committee has been working hard to come up with a new format for
our Sunday School program. They will be announcing it soon but so far it looks like it will
have both home-schooling and Sunday morning activities.
Because of his new work obligations, Council member Dana Fox has stepped down and
Council will soon be announcing his replacement. We thank Dana very much for his long
and extensive contributions to the Church and the Council.
Two Huber Scholarship awardees have been selected and will be announced as soon as
they have been notified. The scholarships are in honor of Stan Huber’s daughter and
wife.
We have selected dates for several summer get-togethers. The first Summer Social will be
held in front of the church on Wednesday, June 20th, while the second with be on Thursday, July 19th. We will also have the annual Church Picnic at Krepp’s Park in August, but
cannot give an exact date until we get final approval from the Park.
We remind you that many of our Youth will be attending Camp Luther from June 17 th to the
23rd, and by June 27th many will begin attending the national Lutheran Youth meeting in
Houston.

PRAISE IN PURPLE
West Virginia’s chapter – Alzheimer Organization is sponsoring
Praise in Purple on June 10th! Wear your favorite shade of purple
to church to show your support for those affected by Alzheimer’s Disease. 5.7 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s and it is estimated by 2050 that 14 million will be diagnosed with this disease. or
more information on Alzheimer’s disease, call 800.272.3900 or go to
alz.org
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From the Piece Makers
Did you see the Piece Maker’s information board in the narthex this past May? It revealed that
many members of St. Paul and their friends have over the past years worked making quilts. It
also revealed that presently our numbers are reduced. Several former members have died or
moved to other cities. We will miss Thelma Uteg; she was a talented seamstress. Another of the
fondly remembered workers pictured on the display was Mary Rancinger. Mary was known in
her family as a great cook and cookie baker, but she had never sewn. Still Mary joined to help
make quilts. We are in need of additional helpers. Can you lay out squares of fabric on the table
into a pretty pattern? Can you tie a square knot? Can you sew a straight seam? These are all
skills that are used in making quilts. Even if you cannot attend every Friday, you can still help us,
and we would appreciate your efforts more than you can imagine. Don’t hesitate to join us on
Fridays 10-2 and bring a friend or visiting relative. All ages welcome.
The Piece Makers extend a big Thank You to Edmond Vandenbosche for delivering 21 quilts to the ware house. We also thank
the Ohio friend of Susan Barry for donating fabric and the mystery
person who donated a number of balls of thread used for sewing
the knots. This past month three lap robes were donated to a local
nursing home. During June you will see a number of quilts with
children’s designs on display. These quilts are designated for donation to the children’s hospital. Should you know of someone
who is ill or has had a tragedy and might be cheered by a lap
robe, please tell one of the quilters or Pastor Jerry.
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Vacation Bible School
July 26-29, 2018
At Shipwrecked, kids discover that Jesus rescues them! Kids
participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing
catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s
love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and
play with all summer long (since everything is hands-on, kids
might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.). Plus, kids at
Shipwrecked VBS will join a missions effort to provide help for families in Haiti.
Registration is open for everyone age three through those who have completed fifth grade.
Thursday, July 26th: Supper at 5:30 pm; Session from 6-8 pm
Friday, July 27th: Supper at 5:30 pm; Session from 6-8 pm
Saturday, July 28th: Session 10 am to 2:30 pm (lunch provided)
Sunday, July 29th: Session 2:30—4:30 pm
Don’t miss the fun! Registration forms are available at the church. For more information, call
304-599-0620 or email office@stpaulmorgantown.org. Bring friends!!

Date

Set up

Clean up

6/3

MaryLee

Tiffany

6/10

Jeanne

Mary

6/17

MaryLee

Gretchen

6/24

Tamara

Tiffany
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Reminder: Deadline for July newsletter is June 20th!!!

June 2018

Page 7

Serving in june

SERVING
ST. PAUL

LAY

June 2018

ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

G. Grosso

J. Kliner

P. Smith

Metzger

K. Powell

M. Kliner

D. Custer

C. Gillen

S. & D. Lynch

3rd
10:00 AM

M. Haas

G. Endres

10th
10:00 AM

E. Stiles

B. Peters

S. Gabbert

Kristin Smith

D. Stiles

A. Peters

B. Shockley

Gillen

S. Woodruff

17th
10:00 AM

J. Lemasters

T. Potter

M. Sampson

S. McEwuen

R. Shockley

F. & T. Potter

G. Riegel

B. Shockley

24th
10:00 AM
Nativity of
John the Baptist

A. Peters

L. Springer

H. Gillen

B. Graham

Naumann

L. Bonsall
N. Atwell

N. & R.
Sampson

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office (304-5990620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)
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The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God. What is
this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not
curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but
instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to,
praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on
God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted
up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.
Person for whom we intercede:
For what we are praying:
Linda Kleeb
Cancer
Barbara Ambrose
Cancer
Greg Baniak
Cancer
Dave Maxson
Cancer
Michael Frownfelter
Illness
Steve Game
Cancer
Chris Lotspeich
Illness
Jason Campbell
Cancer
Mary Myers
Illness
Adam Stiles
Life challenges
Sandra Moherman
Illness
Ruth Duley
Cancer
Larry O’Neal
Cancer
Steve Hockensmith
Stroke
Cindy Lemasters
Surgery
Brent Berardi
Illness
Nancy Hartley
Cancer
Allison Adams
Life challenges
Mary Ellen Smith
Illness
Linford Moyer
Surgery
Linda Ross
Broken arm
Sandra Perrine
Serious injury
John Rogers
Cancer
Michael Kliner
Diagnosis of diabetes
Renney Worden
Illness
Earl Melby
Recovery from surgery
Katie Nerenz
Illness
Kay Vandenbosche
Illness
Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Aaron Sampson
Grant Speer
Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Victoria Sickles
Lee Paulson

Stationed in VA
Stationed in VA
Deployed in Kuwait
Deployed in Kuwait
Parkinsons
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